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MANILA: The Philippine Congress must decide
whether late dictator Ferdinand Marcos is buried in
a heroes’ cemetery, the ex-president said yesterday.
Fidel Ramos’ remarks appeared to contradict the
controversial decision of firebrand leader Rodrigo
Duterte to allow Marcos, who has been accused of
massive corruption and human rights abuses, to be
buried in the Heroes Cemetery despite a wide-
spread outcry. “I said officially, let the people
decide. Who are the people? Our representatives
and senators now sitting in Congress,” said Ramos,
who served in the military under Marcos until turn-
ing on him in 1986.

He suggested that elected lawmakers issue a res-
olution about Marcos’ burial, saying it would reflect

the will of the people. Duterte, who openly boasts
of his alliance with the Marcos family, has said
Marcos deserves burial in the special cemetery
because he was a soldier and a president, regard-
less of any misdeeds. Marcos ruled the country for
21 years, mostly under martial law, and he and his
family looted state coffers and ruthlessly sup-
pressed dissent. But a popular revolt, helped by
Ramos, toppled Marcos from power and sent him
and his family fleeing into exile in Hawaii where he
died in 1989.

For his role in ousting Marcos, Ramos was
appointed defense chief and later elected presi-
dent, serving from 1992 to 1998. He is influential
with Duterte, having helped him get elected presi-

dent in May. But the country’s National Historical
Institute has questioned Marcos’ war claims and
activist groups say burying him in the cemetery
would whitewash his crimes. The Marcos family,
which has made a remarkable political comeback in
recent years, has kept the preserved body of their
patriarch on display in their hometown in the
northern Philippines but have insisted that it
deserves burial with honors in the Heroes’
Cemetery in a Manila suburb.

However, a former Ramos official, then-interior
secretary Rafael Alunan, recalled that during the
Ramos administration, Imelda Marcos agreed to
have her husband’s body buried in their hometown,
not in the Heroes’ Cemetery. “We said that because

the burial will have to be done... there, will be no
burial in the Heroes’ Cemetery,” Alunan said. Alunan
told reporters he did not know if the accord could
be considered legally binding but remarked: “I
would think that because the agreement is still in
force, then both sides should honor it.”
Representatives for the Marcos family could not be
contacted for comment. A group representing for-
mer detainees under the late dictator said yesterday
they would file a petition with the Supreme Court
to stop the burial. “Marcos is no hero. He was a mass
murderer, torturer and a plunderer. To confer
national honors to Marcos is a defilement of the
people’s historic struggle against the tyranny of
martial law,” the group said. — AFP 
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HUA HIN: Thai authorities yesterday hunted for
culprits behind a wave of bombings targeting
popular holiday destinations, as businesses
braced for the economic fallout from the attacks
on the crucial tourism industry. The kingdom
was on edge after 11 small bombs and a series
of suspected arson attacks exploded across five
southern provinces Thursday night and Friday
morning, killing four locals and wounding more
than 30 people-including foreign tourists. The
bombs, most of them detonated in twin blasts,
struck key tourism hubs during a long weekend,
including the seaside resort town of Hua Hin
and the island of Phuket.

No one has claimed responsibility for the
attacks, but police have ruled out international
terrorism and said the campaign was an act of
“local sabotage”. They said the motive was still
unclear, but stressed the assault was not con-
nected to a simmering insurgency in Thailand’s
southern tip, as some analysts have suggested. “I
can assure you that this is not a terrorist attack
or the expansion of militants from the three
southernmost provinces,” deputy police commis-
sioner Ponsapat Pongcharoen told reporters. If

the southern Muslim rebels are to blame, it
would mark a major expansion of a secessionist
campaign that rarely targets foreigners. 

It would also be a huge embarrassment to
Thailand’s coup-installed military government,
which has made boosting national security a
flagship policy of its regime. Senior junta mem-
ber and defence minister Prawit Wongsuwan
told AFP an arrest warrant would be issued later
yesterday but offered no details.

‘Confidence will return’ 
In hardest-hit Hua Hin, a popular beach

resort far from the conflict zone that was rocked

by four bombs, locals said they were fearful the
town’s mainstay tourist industry would suffer
just ahead of peak season. “Hua Hin has never
had a problem like this,” Nai Amporn, the owner
of a beachside restaurant, told AFP. “I am afraid
business will become slow-even this morning,
you can see there are fewer people here for
breakfast. I think they have all gone home,” he
added. 

Famed for its idyllic islands and Buddhist
temples, Thailand is a tourism powerhouse and

was hoping for a record 32 million visitors this
year. The sector accounts for at least 10 percent
of Thailand’s economy, which the military gov-
ernment has struggled to invigorate since its
2014 power grab. “The confidence in tourism will
return,” Tourism Minister Kobkarn
Wattanavrangkul said yesterday, adding that the
industry is still aiming to reach a target revenue
of of 2.4 trillion baht ($69 billion) for 2016.
“Thailand solves problems very quickly and
always bounces back,” she said.

Thailand’s reputation as a holiday-maker’s
paradise has weathered fatal bus and boat acci-
dents, bouts of political unrest and high-profile
crimes against foreigners in recent years. But the
tourists keep coming. An August 2015 bombing
at a Bangkok shrine that killed 20 people-mostly
tourists-was followed by a sudden drop in visi-
tors but did not stop the kingdom from welcom-
ing a record high of nearly 30 million travellers
that year.

‘Rebels capable’ 
The recent bombings were aimed at striking

the vital tourism sector without causing exten-
sive carnage, said Anthony Davis, a security ana-
lyst at IHS Jane’s. “This will have a significant
impact on the tourist season in the south this
year and into early 2017, using tactics that were
clearly intended not to cause mass casualties,” he
told AFP. He said southern insurgents were the
only group capable of carrying out the coordi-
nated assault, dismissing theories that the jun-
ta’s other political foes — who have been under
close surveillance since the 2014 coup-were
responsible.

“They have the operational infrastructure and
the manpower-arguably, extending the cam-
paign in a striking manner was only a matter of
time,” he told AFP, adding that the junta’s
attempts at peace talks with the rebels have fal-
tered. The bombings came less than a week after
the military regime’s draft of a new charter was
approved in a referendum. The poll was held in
in a repressive climate, with criticism of the draft
banned under a draconian anti-campaigning
law. 

Provinces in the rural north and northeast-
strongholds of the ousted government-rejected
the junta’s charter. So did the three southern
insurgency-wracked provinces, which saw an
uptick in bombings in the run-up to the vote.
The southern rebellion, waged by Muslim mili-
tants seeking greater autonomy from the
Buddhist-majority state, has killed more than
6,500 people since it erupted in 2004. — AFP 

MANILA: The Philippines and China dis-
cussed setting up a “two-track” system that
would allow them to cooperate in some
areas while separately handling “con-
tentious issues” such as their South China
Sea territorial dispute, a Manila envoy said
yesterday. Former president Fidel Ramos
and ex-interior secretary Rafael Alunan dis-
cussed the proposal at meetings with
Chinese representatives in Hong Kong on a
trip aimed at improving relations.

Ramos, a longtime advocate of closer
ties, said the talks were “very hospitable...
very encouraging, in the sense that we
have a common interest” in such goals as
fighting global warming. They met with Fu
Ying, chair of the foreign affairs committee
of the National People’s Congress, China’s
communist-controlled legislature. Alunan
said both sides discussed “encouraging
track two or think-tank exchanges... where
we will be discussing contentious issues.”
“That would relieve us (of ) the burden of
discussing contentious issues because we
have another group doing that while we
explore ways and means on how to move
our relations forward,” he told reporters.

He did not say which “think-tanks”
would be involved in these issues, appar-
ently referring to the two countries’ territo-
rial dispute over the South China Sea.
When asked if they discussed a UN-backed
tribunal’s ruling last month that Beijing’s
claims over most of the South China Sea
were invalid, Ramos said “we never men-
tioned that.” The decision by the Permanent
Court of Arbitration was widely seen as a
victory for the Philippines which has chal-
lenged China’s claims to the vital waterway.
China refused to recognize the decision
and had demanded that the Philippines
disregard it in future talks. The Philippines
rejected this.

Both Ramos and Alunan stressed that
they were only informal envoys and that
further formal talks would be handled by
other parties. Ramos said they also “talked
about fishing,” referring to China driving
away Filipino fishermen from a shoal it
occupied in 2012 after a stand-off with
Philippine authorities. The shoal is 230 kilo-
meters off the main Philippine island of
Luzon and 650 kilometres from Hainan
island, the nearest major Chinese landmass.
Ramos said he discussed restoring the pre-
vious situation where Chinese, Filipino and
even Vietnamese fishermen freely plied
their trade in the Scarborough Shoal.
However both Ramos and Alunan said the
Chinese side made no commitments and
merely noted their proposals. While the ter-
ritorial dispute has strained ties, new

Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte has
previously said he would seek Chinese help
for vital infrastructure projects.

Peace with rebels 
Meanwhile, the Philippines yesterday

restarted peace talks with the country’s
largest Muslim rebel group, the first under
President Rodrigo Duterte aimed at end-
ing decades of violence that has claimed
tens of thousands of lives. Negotiators for
the two sides said the weekend talks in
Malaysia would discuss detai ls  of
Duterte’s peace road map. “They will dis-
cuss the road map to clarify certain issues.
But let me warn everyone, it is not an easy
task. It is very complicated,” Jesus Dureza,
presidential adviser on the peace process,
told reporters in Kuala Lumpur without
elaborating.

The 12,000-strong Moro Islamic
Liberation Front (MILF) has waged a bloody
insurgency in the mainly Muslim southern
Philippines since the 1970s but an accord
signed in 2014 had raised hopes of a last-
ing peace. Under the accord, the rebels
would have only given up their arms after a
law was passed creating an autonomous
homeland in Mindanao and a regional gov-
ernment was elected. The vote was meant
to take place alongside the May 2016 gen-
eral election. However a bungled raid into
MILF territory that killed 44 police com-
mandos in 2015 helped derail the passage
of the law and stalled the peace process
with the rebels.

Dureza described the re-launching of
the talks in Malaysia, the first formal sit-
down between the two sides since Duterte
took office, as a “big milestone for peace in
Mindanao”. MILF chief Murad Ebrahim said
he welcomed fellow Muslim rebel Nur
Misuari, chairman of the Moro National
Liberation Front (MNLF), to join the transi-
tion commission to establish the
“Bangsamoro” autonomous region in the
south. “For the inclusion of brother Nur
Misuari, the MILF welcomes him joining
because we believe there has to be inclu-
sivity in finding a solution to the problem
in the Bangsamoro homeland. We need all
the players to be onboard,” he said.

While there were some people in the
southern Philippines inspired by the Islamic
State jihadists, Ebrahim said “if the peace
process was successful, they (IS) will not
garner the people’s support.” The Philippine
Muslim separatists comprise three main
groups-the MNLF and breakaway factions
the MILF and the Abu Sayyaf kidnap-for-
ransom group. —Agencies

JALALABAD: The killing of the Islamic State
group’s leader in Afghanistan and Pakistan has
dealt a major blow to the jihadists, but despite
a US-backed scorched earth offensive the
regional franchise is far from over, observers
said yesterday. Hafiz Saeed was killed in a US
airstrike in eastern Nangarhar province last
month, the Pentagon announced Friday, as
Afghan forces mount an operation against the
militants after they claimed the deadliest attack
in Kabul for 15 years.

The death of Saeed, the second prominent
militant to be killed in a US regional strike in
recent months, is a setback to the group’s efforts
to expand beyond its heartland of Syria and Iraq
into Afghanistan and Pakistan. “The killing of IS
leader Hafiz Saeed in a US airstrike is a major
blow to the group, which will struggle to make
gains without a strong leadership,” Kabul-based
political analyst Haroun Mir told AFP. “But the IS
threat in the region is still far from over.” The
group claimed twin bombings last month that
tore through crowds of minority Shiite Hazaras
protesters in Kabul, killing 80 people in the
deadliest attack in the capital since 2001.

The devastating attack in the capital repre-
sented a major escalation for IS, which so far
has largely been confined to its stronghold in
Nangarhar province, where it is notorious for
brutality including beheadings. But officials
denied that it marked a turning point for IS in
Afghanistan, saying the group has been under
heavy pressure from both US air strikes and a
ground offensive led by Afghan forces. The US
military says the group’s nascent presence in
Afghanistan has dwindled, with fighters large-
ly  confined to two or  three distr ic ts  in
Nangarhar from around nine in January. But
despite the offensive, residents of Nangarhar
say the group is still maintaining its reign of
tyranny in the region.

Growing insecurity 
“The offensive is going on and the govern-

ment says they are winning,” a tribal leader in
Hiska Mina, one of the worst-hit districts in
Nangarhar, told AFP. “But Daesh fights every
night, and the insecurities have increased, not
decreased,” he added, using the Arabic acronym
for IS. Local tribal leaders say the Taleban, a

stronger group than IS, has forged an informal
alliance with the jihadists after a year of fierce
rivalry in order to effectively combat govern-
ment forces. “ The Daesh and Taleban have
stopped fighting each other and are both fight-
ing the government,” said Malek Haseeb, a tribal
leader in Kot, a mountainous district from where
IS militants were last month flushed out by gov-
ernment troops.

An army commander in Nangarhar confirmed
the informal insurgent alliance but the Taleban
have strongly denied joining hands with IS. The
Taleban have publicly sought to appear as a bul-
wark against IS’s reign of brutality and as a legiti-

mate group waging an Islamic war. The NATO-
led coalition estimates there are around 1,500 IS
militants in Afghanistan-mostly disaffected
Pakistani and Afghan Taleban, as well as Uzbek
militants and local residents of Nangarhar. The
group has so far not announced a successor to
Saeed. Afghan authorities erroneously believed
Saeed had been killed in another strike in July
2015, when a US drone targeted dozens of IS-
linked cadres in Nangarhar, close to the Pakistani
border. News of his death comes after former
Taleban leader Mullah Akhtar Mansour was
killed in another US drone strike inside Pakistan
in May. — AFP 

Thai authorities pursue 

BANGKOK: A Thai policeman searches a visitor’s bag at the Erawan Shrine, the site of a bombing
in August 2015 that left 20 dead and scores injured, in the centre of Bangkok on August 13,
2016 as authorities increase security following a new string of bomb attacks in Thailand. — AFP 

KUALA LUMPUR: The head of the implementing panel on the peace process, Irene
Santiago (2nd L), shakes hands with Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) chief nego-
tiator Mohagher Iqbal (3rd R) prior to their meeting on peace talks between the
Philippine government and Muslim rebel negotiators at a hotel. — AFP 

Philippines to launch talks 

with China, Muslim rebels

IS resilient in Afghanistan 

despite death of leader

HERAT: An Afghan shepherd watches over his sheep as they graze during sunset on the out-
skirts of Heart. — AFP 

HONG KONG/RIO DE JANEIRO: Pro-
democracy activists in Hong Kong noisily
protested at a screening of an Olympics
badminton match between Hong Kong
and China on Friday, in the latest sign of
growing tensions over Beijing’s rule.
“Destroy China! We are Hong Kong!” a
group of around 100 people chanted as
they watched China’s Zhang Nan and Zhao
Yunlei play Hong Kong’s Chau Hoi-wah and
Reginald Lee in a mixed doubles prelimi-
nary match.

It was the first time anti-China senti-
ment in Hong Kong had spilled so explicitly
onto the Olympic stage. Mainland Chinese
Olympians are generally popular in the for-
merly British-ruled territory. The live screen-
ing was organised by three groups includ-
ing Hong Kong Indigenous, which has
pushed for Hong Kong’s independence.
The territory was transferred to Chinese
rule in 1997. Activists and sports fans sat in
front of a big screen in Mongkok, a busy

shopping district that was the scene of
some of the most violent clashes between
police and protesters during pro-democra-
cy protests in 2014.

The mood on Friday was peaceful and
the crowd dispersed without incident after
the match, which the Chinese duo won.
“Hong Kong people have awakened and no
longer think they are Chinese. This is
because Hong Kong has been increasingly
suppressed by Beijing,” said the event’s co-
organizer, Simon Sin. Hong Kong badminton
player Chau said in Rio sport should not be
politicized. “We are all friends with China ...
and I think people should know that sport is
not about politics,” Chau told Reuters. “We
compete but we compete just on court.”
Thousands turned up at a pro-indepen-
dence rally in a Hong Kong park last week.
Last November, hundreds of Hong Kong
fans booed as the Chinese national anthem
was played during a World Cup qualifier
match between the two sides. — Reuters 

China tensions erupt 

at Olympic screening

tourist town bombers


