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Prosecutors said the stolen car was later found parked at
the killer’s apartment in Long Beach. Fernandez in June was
tried and found guilty of first-degree murder in Alkadi’s
death. The jury also found in favor of special circumstances

of murdering during a robbery and murder during a car-
jacking, as well as personal use of a deadly weapon. Under
the sentence handed down on Friday, Fernandez will serve
a life term in state prison without the possibility of parole,
according to a statement issued by the Los Angeles County
District Attorney’s Office. —  Reuters 

Calif man gets life in jail for killing Saudi 
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“We’ve got to get this gang!” Catsimatidis said. The
billionaire announced the reward on Twitter, saying “ice
cream bandits are wreaking havoc on NYC supermar-
kets” - quoting a headline in the New York Post tabloid.

Police confirmed 250 complaints of ice cream theft
and 130 arrests so far in 2016. “We are working closely

with the retailers to combat the thefts of ice cream,” a
spokesman told AFP. Catsimatidis, who immigrated to
New York with his family from Greece as a baby, is val-
ued at $3.4 billion by Forbes. The 67-year-old philan-
thropist is also a Republican donor who ran unsuccess-
fully for mayor of New York in 2013. Gristedes operates
more than 30 stores throughout Manhattan, Brooklyn
and suburban Westchester County. — AFP 
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Kurdish television showed footage of jubilant civilians
in Manbij, including smiling mothers who had shed their
veils and women embracing Kurdish fighters.

One woman burned a black robe that the jihadists
had forced residents to wear, while men who had lived
for weeks under a shaving ban cut their beards. “The bat-
tle was very hard,” a Kurdish source told AFP, adding that
the jihadists had laid mines in the city. “One SDF fighter
entered a house on Friday and saw a shoe placed on a
Quran. When he removed it there was an explosion and
he was killed,” the source said.

Britain-based monitor the Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights reported that several hundred of the civil-
ians taken from Manbij were no longer being held.
“Among the civilians taken by IS there were people used
as human shields but also many who chose voluntarily
to leave the town due to fear of reprisals” by the SDF,
Observatory head Rami Abdel Rahman said.

The SDF began an assault in May on Manbij, on a key
jihadist supply route between the Turkish border and IS’
de facto Syrian capital Raqqa. The jihadists, who have
suffered a string of losses in Syria and Iraq, have often
staged mass abductions when they come under pres-
sure to relinquish territory they hold. IS has also booby-

trapped cars and carried out suicide bombings to slow
advances by their opponents.

SDF forces captured Manbij on Aug 6 but continued
to battle pockets of jihadist resistance there. According
to the Observatory, 437 civilians, including more than
100 children, were killed in the battle for Manbij and sur-
rounding territory. Around 300 SDF fighters died, along
with more than 1,000 jihadists, it said. Pentagon deputy
press secretary Gordon Trowbridge said Friday that IS “is
clearly on the ropes”. “It has lost the center of Manbij, it
has lost control of Manbij,” he said.

Since the battle for Manbij began, US-led strikes have
destroyed more than 50 IS heavy weapons and more
than 600 fortified fighting positions, Trowbridge said.
But the job of clearing the city will be difficult after the
jihadists left behind hundreds of mines and booby traps,
he added. Syria’s conflict erupted in March 2011 and has
since killed more than 290,000 people and drawn in
world powers on all sides of the war.

On Friday, Russian and Syrian jets pounded rebel
positions in and around second city Aleppo despite a
pledge by Moscow to observe a three-hour daily cease-
fire to allow humanitarian aid deliveries. Rebels and gov-
ernment forces also clashed Saturday in the city, where
more than 200 civilians have been killed since a rebel
offensive began on July 31, the Observatory said. — AFP 
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“They would like to see it be a little bit different, a little more
modified. I don’t like to modify. But that’s what I’ve done. We’ll
see where it takes me,” he told Time magazine on Tuesday.
Floating from one plan to the next, Trump remains incapable of
outlining his campaign strategy. When he is asked to do so, he
says he relies on his instincts. He stages rallies in seemingly ran-
dom locations, sometimes in states that are unwinnable. “The
crowds we’re getting are tremendous. So I don’t know what
that indicates. But it’s got to indicate something good,” he said
Tuesday. “We’ll find out on November 8.”

Trump has a handful of stock campaign pledges: To build a
wall along the US-Mexico border, curb immigration, destroy the
Islamic State group and bring industrial jobs back to America.
But winning a presidential election historically requires more
than just catchy slogans. Clinton’s campaign team has designed
a strategy that centers on consolidating support among black
and Hispanic voters for the former secretary of state and first
lady, and on winning over white working-class voters in swing
states Pennsylvania and Ohio, which could be the key to victory.

The strategy hinges on a strong grassroots game, with local
paid and volunteer campaign workers on the ground. It also
requires a massive communications budget. According to ABC
News, the Democrat’s campaign and her main super PAC (politi-

cal action committee) have spent nearly $93 million on televi-
sion ads against just $11 million spent by outside groups back-
ing Trump. The Republican’s official campaign committee has so
far spent nothing on television ads - practically unheard of in
modern campaigns.

Trump is acting as if he is still in the more welcoming world
of the Republican primaries, in which 31 million people voted.
In 2012, nearly 130 million people voted in the November presi-
dential election. So far, Trump’s expected appeal to middle-
class, middle-of-the-road voters has not materialized, according
to opinion polls. “Preferences are substantially baked by this
point in time. There’s not much cooking time left,” said
Christopher Wlezien, a professor of government at the
University of Texas at Austin.

Trump’s unpredictability, seen as an advantage in terms of a
possible campaign rebound in September, “can be a good thing
and a bad thing, right? But it’s not clear it’s been a good thing in
the last two weeks,” Wlezien told AFP.

Not only has Trump dropped off in the national polls (48
percent for Clinton against 40 percent for Trump, according to
HuffPost Pollster), but he is also in danger in the so-called
swing states that has often been key to Republican wins. A
new poll from the Wall Street Journal and NBC News show him
trailing Clinton in Colorado, Florida, North Carolina and
Virginia. — AFP 

On national stage, Trump train stalls

The Milky Way lights up the Pacific Northwest sky during the Perseid Meteor Shower Friday morning by the windmills located north of Dayton, Washington. — AP 


