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RIO DE JANEIRO: Jamaica’s Usain Bolt (2nd L) competes with Britain’s James Dasaolu (L), Trinidad and Tobago’s Richard Thompson and Singapore’s Yap Jin Wei Timothee in the Men’s 100m Round 1 during the athletics event at
the Rio 2016 Olympic Games at the Olympic Stadium in Rio de Janeiro yesterday. —  AFP 

RIO DE JANEIRO: Usain Bolt and Justin Gatlin warmed
up for their 100m Olympic showdown yesterday with
easy victories as German discus thrower Christoph
Harting claimed his brother’s crown.  Bolt and Gatlin are
poised for the final chapter of their long rivalry in Rio
today when they are expected to duel once more for
the title of fastest man on the planet.

The two sprinters easily negotiated their opening
heats on a raucous morning session at the Olympic
Stadium, with Gatlin topping the qualifying times with a
tidy 10.01sec.

Jamaican superstar Bolt, bidding to win 100m, 200m
and 4x100m titles for a third straight Games, was fourth
quickest in 10.07sec.  Afterwards Bolt said he was
pleased to have got off the mark without any problems.

“I’m feeling good. I’m happy. As I said, I’ve got the
first one out of the way so I’m happy about that,” Bolt
said, predicting a fast semi-final.  “It’s definitely going to
be a good semifinal. There are a lot of guys running fast.
It’s good. It gets you running and gets you up to speed
to go out there in the finals.”

Gatlin, one of the oldest men in the field at 34, said
he was kept on his toes by a crop of young sprinters.

“These young guys coming up, it’s a different breed,”
he said. “They’re running with their heart, they’re trying
for the finish line and going for that podium.”

Gatlin, who has twice been convicted of doping
offences, has faced criticism from even within his own

team at these Olympics, with teenage swimming gold
medallist Lilly King saying last week athletes like him
should not be allowed to compete.

But Gatlin bristled when asked to respond to the
young swimmer’s remarks following his race.

“I don’t even know who Lilly King is-she does swim-
ming, not track and field. I’m not worried about that,”
Gatlin said. “I’ve come back and done what I need to do.
I’ve worked hard to get back to here, I’ve been tested
like everyone else and I believe in the system like every-
one else,” added Gatlin, who served a four-year ban for
the second of his two doping offences.

The morning’s only gold medal went to Germany’s
Harting, who saved his best for last to win gold.

It was an emotional win for Harting, whose famous
shirt-ripping brother Robert-the 2012 gold medallist-
failed to qualify for the discus final in Friday’s prelimi-

nary rounds after suffering a back strain.  Harting took
gold with a personal best of 68.37 metres on his sixth
and final attempt. Poland’s Piotr Malachowski took sil-
ver with 67.55m and Harting’s teammate Daniel Jasinski
bronze (67.05). “You have moments in your life when
you focus completely,” Harting said of his winning
throw. “I said to myself that no one’s going to take that
victory away from me.” Meanwhile the battle for the
heptathlon crown is poised to go to the wire after
Belgium’s Nafi Thiam edged into a five-point lead over
Britain’s defending champion Jessica Ennis-Hill follow-
ing the morning’s long jump.

Thiam leaped a best of 6.58 metres to leave her up
front on a total of 5,018 points. Ennis-Hill only made
6.34m for 5,013 to increase the pressure going into the
final two disciplines of the gruelling event, the javelin
and the 800m. — AFP
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RIO DE JANEIRO: Katie Ledecky obliterated
the field and her own world record in winning
the 800m freestyle at the Rio Olympics on
Friday, uniting the 200m, 400m and 800m
titles for the first time since 1968.

The 19-year-old American, who also won
the 4x200m relay for four golds overall,
touched in 8min 04.79sec, beating the previ-
ous record of 8:06.68 she set in Austin, Texas,
on January 17.

It was her 13th world record since her
shock 800m freestyle win in London four
years ago, and the culmination of the plan she
and coach Bruce Gemmell had worked for
ever since that breakout performance.  And as
she contemplated her achievement in Rio, the
preternaturally poised teen couldn’t hold
back her emotions.

“Just kind of the end of a four-year journey,”
she said as the tears flowed. 

“I don’t know why I’m crying. There were
nights I would go to bed and think about this
day (and) how much fun I’ve had these past
four years, and I’d start crying in bed.

“I just wanted to make this meet count.”
Ledecky touched almost half a length in

front of her closest rivals-more than 11 sec-
onds in front of silver medallist Jazz Carlin of
Britain’s 8:16.17 with Boglarka Kapas of
Hungary taking bronze in 8:16.37.  “I just
wanted to lay it all out there,” Ledecky said. “It
was my last swim here at the Olympics, the
pinnacle of our sport, and I have to wait
another four years to have that moment. I just
wanted to enjoy it all and put my very best
swim out there.”

Ledecky joined compatriots Janet Evans
and Brooke Bennett as the only swimmers to
win this event at two Olympics and now owns
the top 11 times ever in the event.

Her dominant performance in Rio also
included silver in the 4x100m freestyle relay.

“What she’s doing in the sport is ridiculous.
She just gets in the water and pretty much gives
every world record a scare when she’s in there
and it’s pretty incredible to watch,” said Michael

Phelps.  “This is the first time I’ve ever seen her in
tears,” added Ledecky’s superstar teammate.  “I
think it’s the first time in my life I’ve ever seen
true emotion come out and I think that was
something really cool for me to see.”

PART OF HISTORY 
Ledecky is the first Olympian to take the

200m, 400m and 800m gold at a single Games
since another US teenager, Debbie Meyer,
achieved the feat at Mexico City in 1968 —
the year the 800m was added to the pro-
gramme.  “I’m so proud to be part of history,”

Ledecky said, revealing that Meyer, a big fan,
had been texting her mother, Mary Gen, dur-
ing the week.  “She sent like a good luck video
to my mom who forwarded it to me and I saw
it right before I left before the session tonight,”
Ledecky said.  “I’ve really looked up to Debbie
and all the women freestyle swimmers on the
US team in general,” Ledecky said. 

“We have a great history and I think we’re
making a lot of new history this week.

“Hopefully, we’ll inspire people through
the years down the road when  somebody’s
breaking my records.” —  AFP

RIO DE JANEIRO: Joseph Schooling pulled
off a stunning Olympic upset on Friday by
beating US legend Michael Phelps in the
100m butterfly to win Singapore’s first ever
gold medal.

Asian champion Schooling, 21, com-
pleted a wire-to-wire victory to deny
Phelps a fourth successive title in the
event, winning in a Games record
50.39sec. Phelps, amazingly, tied with both
Chad le Clos and Laszlo Cseh for the silver.

“I don’t know if I’ve been in a tie so a
three-way touch is pretty wild,” said Phelps,
whose Olympic gold medal tally remains
at a staggering 22. He owns 27 overall,
including three silvers and two bronze.

“I saw a second next to my name then I
looked up again and I looked at Laszlo and
Chad and I went we all tied for second,
that’s kind of cool.” The American, who had
won four finals in Rio, clocked 51.14, along
with fierce rivals le Clos and Cseh.

“It’s faster than I went four years ago to
win, but Joe’s tough,” Phelps said.

“Obviously he’s had a great year last year
and had a really great last two years, so
hats off to him.” Schooling said he hoped
his victory would spur other talented ath-
letes in his country to pursue their dreams.

“I hope this opens more doors for
sports in our country and hopefully I’ve set
a precedent for a lot more young guys to
come,” he said. “It’s been a hard road. I’ve
done something that no one in our coun-
try has done before. “I’m not going to lie,
the first guy through the wall it’s always
bloody,” added Schooling, who is now
honing his talent at the University of Texas.
“I had to take this blow and I’m thankful
that I have the ability to accomplish this.”

Victory in Friday’s fly would have given
Phelps a 14th individual Olympic title, but
Schooling proved too strong. Schooling,
who took bronze at last year’s world cham-
pionships, punched the water and roared
with delight as Phelps swam over to pat
him on the back before le Clos ruffled the
youngster’s hair.

Phelps, competing in his fifth and final
Games, will be odds-on to win a fifth gold
medal in Saturday’s 4x100m medley relay-
an event the Americans have never lost at
the Olympics-to finish his career with a
total of 23 golds. —  AFP
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RIO DE JANEIRO:  Singapore’s Schooling Joseph poses with his gold medal on
the podium of the Men’s 100m Butterfly Final during the swimming event at
the Rio 2016 Olympic on Friday. — AFP
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RIO DE JANEIRO: USA’s Katie Ledecky celebrates after she broke the world record to win the
Women’s 800m Freestyle Final during the swimming event at the Rio 2016 Olympic Games
at the Olympic Aquatics Stadium in Rio de Janeiro.—  AFP


