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A brass band performs during the 56th annual trumpet and brass band festival in the Serbian village of Guca. A small town in western Serbia is hosting the world’s largest trumpet festival, a raucous annual celebration of brass bands that draws
crowds of hundreds of thousands. Now in its 56th year, the Guca festival brings together dozens of Serbian bands who compete for prestigious awards and entertain revelers in a turbocharged street party. — AFP 

Asmall town in western Serbia is hosting the world’s
largest trumpet festival, a raucous annual celebration
of brass bands that draws crowds of hundreds of

thousands. Now in its 56th year, the Guca festival brings
together dozens of Serbian bands who compete for presti-
gious awards and entertain revelers in a turbocharged
street party. The five-day event, which ends Sunday, usually
attracts around 200,000 to 300,000 music-lovers from

Serbia and abroad, according to festival organiser Marija
Pavlovic. “We have every year more and more foreign
tourists coming here, so we are very happy,” she told AFP.

Brass band music is symbolic of Serbian culture and
Pavlovic said the festival began “spontaneously” outside
Guca’s church back 1961, growing in popularity each year. A
three-hour drive from the capital Belgrade and home to just
a few thousand people, Guca is now famed for its yearly fes-

tivities and a statue of a trumpeter stands in its centre.
Following preliminary heats held throughout the year, the
best bands compete on Guca’s main stages while others
play for tips on the streets and in cafes, as whole pigs and
lambs are roasted on spits.

Beer and rakija, the local brandy, are drunk in abundance
at what is officially called the Dragacevo Assembly of
Trumpet Players, after the region in which it is held. Among

the first-time visitors this year is Danish tourist Anders Vold,
25, who has attended Denmark’s leading Roskilde music
festival several times but said Guca was in a different
league. “It’s like Roskilde on steroids, with Balkan brass,” he
said. “Everyone has to experience this because it’s crazy and
it’s very good, and the people are so nice.” — AFP 

Serbia draws crowds for turbocharged trumpet festival

Seasoned boxing observers at the Rio Olympics agree: as
Cuba slowly invites in the curious outside world so its boxers
too are more open than ever before. Journalists who have

covered past Olympics say that Cuba’s boxers-consistently among
the best at any Games and again sparkling in Rio-usually hurry
past media in the “mixed zone” where reporters gather to grab a
quick interview with the fighters fresh from the ring. This time,
however, the Cubans are different, stopping to chat with the
media-including foreign ones, via a translator-and in some cases
for longer than their opponents.

Reigning Olympic flyweight champion Robeisy Ramirez-com-
peting in the bantamweight class in Brazil-on Thursday lingered
patiently to reply to questions, talking of how he asks “God and all
the saints” to protect him when he steps into the ring. “Like all
Cubans, I believe in God and the saints,” said the 22-year-old
Ramirez. As innocuous as the comment might sound, it was once
something that a Cuban could never say because the communist-
run country was for a long time an officially atheist state, before its
leaders became less hostile to religion after the collapse of ally the
Soviet Union in 1991. It is not only Ramirez who is engaging com-
fortably with the media in Rio.

Stylish world champion Joahnys Argilagos-who lost in Friday’s
light-flyweight semi-final-and heavyweight Erislandy Savon,
nephew of the triple Olympic champion Felix, are among a new
generation of Cubans opening up to reporters fishing for a story.

And unlike many of the other big boxing countries in Rio, such as
Britain, which has a press officer lurking nearby to whisk their
fighter away after a short, allotted time, the Cubans go it alone in
the mixed zone. Also unlike a decade ago, no subject seems off-
limits, with some of the Cubans freely discussing their religious
beliefs, their taste for America’s NBA basketball, Spanish La Liga
football-even to a small degree politics, say observers.

‘Different mindset’
The changes in Cuba, including restoring relations with old foe

the United States and gradually liberalising its moribund econo-
my, are also reflected in this generation of Cuban boxers in how
they dress, the snazzy earphones they listen to music with, their
phones, even their haircuts. “I’m fond of playing FIFA games
because I’m a fan of Barca and Lionel Messi,” said Ramirez, smiling
to reveal two gold-colour-plated front teeth that are more
Hollywood than Havana as he engaged with an Indian journalist
on the respective merits of Barcelona and Real Madrid. The prodi-
gious Argilagos, 19, is another who with his hair dyed a tinge of
dark blond and his bright Puma footwear looks very different
from the Cuban boxers of yesteryear that still shape how the cur-
rent crop fight. Pablo De Jesus, an Agence France-Presse journalist
who is in Rio for his seventh Olympics, says he has never seen
Cuban boxers so open. —AFP

Fritzi is squat, wide in the hips and rather stubborn.
Lucky is an imposing tower of muscle. But with their
big brown eyes and endless patience this odd couple

works wonders. That’s because they are two of four special-
ly trained horses cheering up, in picture-postcard scenery
outside Innsbruck in Austria, a group of refugee children
who have gone through some tough times. According to
Claudia Baldeo from charity Ankyra who started the proj-
ect in 2009, the benefits of stroking, leading and riding the
animals quickly become clear.

“It has a lot to do with sensitivity and feeling, being sen-
sitive enough to receive signals from the horse. It is also
good for learning concentration and tackling fears,” she
told AFP during a recent session. “The parents notice as
soon as they get home that the children are calmer, better
able to concentrate. Even a year later they remember the
names of the horses,” the psychologist and psychiatrist
said. “Well done!” she says as one boy, grinning from ear to
ear, leads the mighty Lucky round the training area.
“Hossein says his grandfather has a donkey, and that a
horse is just another donkey,” she laughs.

Trauma    
This summer’s course, which combines time with the

horses and art therapy, has 10 children, from Iraq,
Afghanistan and Iran, aged nine to 11. All arrived in Austria
with their families in the past year during the great wave of
migration from the Middle East into Europe. Demand for
the project is high but Ankyra has to limit numbers, and
those most in need of therapy were chosen. Some then go
on to receive extra therapy if needed. What horrors
Hossein, Mohammad, Reza, Ramin, Yousef, Banin, Zahra,
Sarina, Marjam and Zinap may have experienced in their
home countries or on the dangerous journey isn’t always
known.

But it is clear that some went through hell, and are suf-
fering still. “The whereabouts of the sister of that boy over
there for example are not known,” Baldeo says. Another girl
in the group often sits in a corner at home and weeps. Her
mother has attempted suicide. “Parents tell us that they
were in war zones and saw injured people, dead people,

that family members disappeared,” Baldeo says. She says
that children often pick up on the distress of their parents,
who can be suffering from post-traumatic stress disorder
(PTSD) having been imprisoned or tortured. “They don’t
themselves have some way to recover. This was the aim of
the project,” Baldeo said.

Drop in the ocean
Equine-assisted therapy (EAT) has been widely used for

years to help treat a range of disorders, but using it for
refugee children is unique in Austria, and possibly else-
where too. But while these few kids in Austria may be get-
ting help, it is just a drop in the ocean as Europe struggles
to absorb the more than a million migrants who arrived
last year, children and adults alike.

The German federal chamber of psychotherapists (BPtK)
estimated last September that at least half of the new
arrivals have poor mental health but that the care they
receive is woefully insufficient. “The refugees arriving don’t
just need accommodation and food but also medical care.
But practically no mentally ill refugee is getting adequate
care,” said BPtK head Dietrich Munz. The potential dangers
of failing to take this seriously was plain to see in recent
attacks in Europe where some of the perpetrators-some of
them refugees-appear to have had psychological prob-
lems.

Such cases are extreme and of course it is by no means
just migrants who have mental health problems. And
being traumatized doesn’t necessarily lead to longer-term
mental health problems, and many people recover without
treatment, particularly if they can lead a normal life again.
“Sometimes having a job and having a home is more bene-
ficial than living in a refugee centre for three years with a
therapist who can only listen and say ‘I hear you’,” Baldeo
said. “The questions they have is when can I work, how can
I ensure a good education for my children... These are not
therapeutic issues but integration issues.”— AFP 

Horses get scarred refugee 
children back in the saddle

As Cuba opens up, so do its boxers

A baby is held for a picture behind a carboard figure of an
Olympic boxer at the Riocentro complex in Rio de Janeiro.
— AFP photos

A Brazil fan poses for a picture behind a carboard figure of
an Olympic boxer at the Riocentro complex in Rio de
Janeiro.

Visitors view an exhibit on political campaign ads at the Toledo Museum in
Toledo, Ohio. The exhibit, which runs through Election Day, looks at how cam-
paigns use emotions such as hope and fear to influence voters through adver-
tising.  — AP photos

Democratic presidential nominee Hillary Clinton and her running mate Democratic
vice presidential nominee Sen Tim Kaine, D-Va celebrate in a sea of falling balloons
during the final day of the Democratic National Convention in Philadelphia. Two
new photo exhibits running until Election Day show how images and video sway
opinions and capture votes. This photo will be included in the International Center
of Photography’s show in Long Island, New York, exploring how photos affect vot-
ers, from snapshots of John F Kennedy to Barack Obama’s ‘Hope’ poster.

A visitor looks at an exhibit on political campaign ads at the Toledo Museum in
Toledo, Ohio.  
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