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FRANKFURT: A key Turkish religious
organization in Germany said yesterday it
would further distance itself from Ankara
after politicians and media raised con-
cerns of foreign influence. Mosque feder-
ation Ditib “is and will remain politically
neutral”, spokesman Zekeriya Altug told
the Frankfurter Allgemeine
Sonntagszeitung (FAS) newspaper. “Apart
from the imams supplied by the Diyanet
(Turkey’s religious affairs agency), there is
no financial support from the Turkish
state or the Diyanet,” he said.

Some media and politicians have
raised fears of divided loyalties among
Germany’s roughly three-million-strong
Turkish population-and suggested Ditib’s
imams could be relaying political mes-
sages from the Turkish government. Ditib
hosts imams trained in Turkey and paid
by Diyanet-most of whom are unfamiliar
with German culture and may not even
speak the language-at its 900 mosques
and Islamic associations.

Altug’s comments were more concilia-
tory than a statement released by Ditib
on August 8 in which the group rejected
all criticism based on fears of foreign con-
trol of its imams. The spokesman said
Ditib would look for alternative sources

of funding to train and pay preachers. “In
10 years, at least half our imams will be
socialized in Germany” thanks to a Ditib-
funded program to send German-born
imams for training in Turkey, he said.
Supporters of President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan demonstrated in Cologne and
other cities following a failed putsch in
July, stoking concerns that internal
Turkish tensions could be exported to
Germany. Erdogan complained bitterly to
the German government that he had not
been allowed to address the crowds in
Cologne by video link.

In an interview with the Bild am
Sonntag weekly, Berlin mayor Michael
Mueller said Turkish officials had asked
whether he would be prepared to act
against schools belonging to the Gulen
religious movement. Erdogan accuses
US-based preacher Fethullah Gulen, a
former ally, of orchestrating the July 15
coup attempt. Mueller said he had “made
it very clear that Turkish conflicts cannot
be carried out on our soil”. Meanwhile,
the state of Lower Saxony has delayed an
agreement to recognise Ditib as its offi-
cial Muslim civil society organization in
the wake of the coup attempt and
Erdogan’s harsh response. — AFP 

WARDAK: Kurdish Peshmerga forces
launched a fresh attack on Islamic State
(IS) forces early yesterday as part of a
campaign to capture Mosul, the mili-
tants’ de facto capital in Iraq, Kurdish
officials said. The advance began after
heavy shell ing and air  str ikes by a
United States-led coalition against IS
forces, a Reuters correspondent report-
ed from Wardak, 30 km southeast of
Mosul. The militants fought back, fir-
ing mortars at the advancing troops
and detonat ing at  least  t wo car
bombs. Clouds of black smoke rose
from the area and dozens of civilians

fled in the direction of the Peshmerga
lines, brandishing white flags.

A Peshmerga commander said 11
villages had been taken from the ultra-
hardline Sunni militants as the troops
headed to Gwer, the target of the oper-
ation,  40 km southeast of Mosul.
Repairing the bridge that the militants
destroyed in Gwer would allow the
Peshmerga to open a new front around
Mosul. The bridge crosses the Grand
Zab river that flows into the Tigris. The
Iraqi army and the Peshmerga forces of
the Kurdish self-rule region are gradual-
ly taking up positions around Mosul,

400 km (250 miles) north of Baghdad. It
was from Mosul’s Grand Mosque in
2014 that Islamic State leader Abu Bakr
al-Baghdadi declared a “caliphate” span-
ning regions of Iraq and Syria.

Urban center 
Mosul is the largest urban centre

under the militants’ control, and had a
pre-war population of nearly 2 million.
Its fall would mark the effective defeat
of Islamic State in Iraq, according to
Iraqi Prime Minister Haider Al-Abadi,
who has said he aims to retake the city
this year. The Iraqi army is trying to

advance from the south. In July it cap-
tured the Qayyara airfield, 60 km south
of Mosul, which will serve as the main
staging post for the expected offen-
sive. The Peshmerga operation yester-
day “is one of many shaping operations
that will also increase pressure on ISIL
in and around Mosul,” said the
Kurdistan Regional Security Council in
a statement, using another acronym to
refer to IS.

The preparation for the offensive
on Mosul “is approaching the final
phase,” Brett McGurk, the US envoy to
the coal it ion f ighting the mil itant

group, said in Baghdad on Thursday.
He said the planning included human-
itarian considerations. 

Once the f ight ing intensi f ies
around Mosul, up to one million peo-
ple could be driven from their homes
in northern Iraq, posing “a massive
humanitar ian problem”,  the
International Committee of the Red
Cross said last month. More than 3.4
mil l ion people have already been
forced by conflict to leave their homes
across I raq,  tak ing refuge in areas
under control of the government or in
the Kurdish region. — Reuters 

Kurdish forces push to capture Mosul from IS

KANDAHAR: The Islamic State group, which has
been building a presence in Afghanistan for
more than a year, has established a recruitment
and training camp in a restive southern province
bordering Pakistan, Afghan officials said. Last
year, hundreds of insurgents fled to Afghanistan
from neighboring Pakistan, where the military
launched a campaign to clear militants from the
lawless tribal regions in the country’s north.  

Among them were members of the Islamic
Movement of Uzbekistan, who joined forces
with local Taleban fighters to attack northern
Afghan cities such as Kunduz, which was briefly
overrun in September. The Pakistani military
campaign also caused around 400 families loyal
to the Islamic State group to flee to Afghanistan,
Afghan authorities said. The families, many of
them Arabs and Chechens, settled in the south-
ern province of Zabul, in the district of Khak-e-
Afghan, a former Taleban stronghold with a his-
tory of militant violence that has made it a no-
go area for Afghan security forces.

Expensive properties 
The long-term intentions of the IS loyalists in

Khak-e-Afghan were initially unclear. Locals said
they kept to themselves but appeared wealthy,
purchasing expensive properties and never bar-
gaining down prices in the bazaar. Now officials
say the IS operatives have established a head-
quarters in the district, and are actively recruit-
ing and training locals to join the group as gun-
men. “They have a lot of money. People here are
very poor, and that makes them very easy tar-
gets for these foreigners,” said Atta Mohammad
Haqbayan, the director of Zabul’s provincial
council. He said that he asked central authorities

in Kabul for help to drive the IS operatives out of
the province -”but no one is listening to us.”

In late July, the Afghan military launched an
offensive against IS in the east of the country,
backed by US forces and air strikes. This week,
the US Department of Defense confirmed that
the leader of IS in Afghanistan and Pakistan,
Hafiz Saeed, was killed some weeks ago in an
American drone strike in the eastern province of
Nangarhar. US military officials have said that
there are between 1,500 and 3,000 IS-linked mili-
tants in the eastern region, most of them former
operatives for the Afghan and Pakistani Taleban
groups. They have direct links with the leader-
ship of IS in Iraq and Syria, and for some months
earlier this year held control over a number of
districts near the Pakistan border.

The commander of American and NATO
forces in Afghanistan, US Gen John Nicholson,
has said that dozens of IS commanders and hun-
dreds of fighters have been killed since the
Afghan military declared its offensive in late July.
He said many insurgents were now fleeing to the
south of the country. It was unclear if they were
escaping to Zabul. Afghan officials in Zabul say
their requests for military action against IS in the
south have gone unanswered. US officials insist
there is no substantial evidence to suggest that
the Islamic State group is active in Zabul.

Fierce fighting 
IS drew attention to its presence in Zabul last

November, when the militants kidnapped and
killed seven people from the ethnic Hazara
group as fierce fighting raged between IS and
local Taleban militants. The killing sparked wide-
spread anger among the Hazara community, a

Shiite Muslim group that has long faced discrim-
ination, who organized a mass march to the
presidential palace in Kabul. Zabul’s provincial
police chief, Mirwais Noorzai, said the IS opera-
tives in Khak-e-Afghan are well-equipped with
satellite communications technology. They have
set up camps for training new recruits, he said.

Haqbayan, the provincial council director,
said local authorities “have proof they are linked
with and are in constant contact with Daesh in
Iraq and that they receive funding from them.”
He used an Arabic acronym to refer to the
Islamic State group. “They directly communicate
with Daesh leaders and they are now spending a
lot of money on building up the group,”
Haqbayan told The Associated Press. “It’s time to
take control of the situation and get rid of them.
But if the government doesn’t pay attention to
them, then they will start fighting. And once
they start fighting it could prove very difficult for
our forces to defeat them.”

The spokesman for US and NATO forces in
Afghanistan, Brig. Gen. Charles Cleveland, said
no evidence had been seen by US military intelli-
gence to support the reports of an Islamic State
presence in Zabul, despite the accounts of
Afghan officials. Using the name the group goes
by in Afghanistan, IS-Khorasan - a reference to a
broad region of Central Asia that once included
parts of Afghanistan - Cleveland told AP: “We
believe IS-K is still primarily in two districts of
southern Nangarhar, with a very small presence
in Kunar province” on the eastern border. IS had
said that it aims to overrun the region formerly
known as Khorasan, starting from a base in
Nangarhar and then moving north toward
Central Asia. — AP 

TRIPOLI: Jihadist attacks and political
struggles are thwarting attempts by Libya’s
unity government to revive an oil industry
seen as vital for the economy of the impov-
erished North African country. Five years
since the fall of dictator Moamer Kadhafi,
Libya’s rival governments and militias are in
a bitter struggle for control of crude
exports. The political turmoil, coupled with
Islamic State (IS) group attacks on oil facili-
ties, has brought shipments to a near-
standstill.

Despite having Africa’s largest oil
reserves, estimated at around 48 billion
barrels, Libya has only managed to export a
few tankers of crude in recent months. On
August 1, the Tripoli-based National Oil
Company (NOC) announced that it was
preparing to restart regular exports of
crude. But analysts doubt Libyan oil will be
gushing back to world markets just yet.
“Opening the ports allows the NOC to start
to undertake repairs, but that will still take
time,” said Scott Modell, an analyst at ener-
gy consultancy Rapidan Group. “One
announcement about potentially opening
ports that are not fully functional is not
going to turn around the overall trajectory
of the political process,” he added.

Since 2010, the country’s production
has plummeted from 1.5 million barrels per
day (bpd) to just 300,000 bpd. Libya now
has the smallest production of any member
of the Organization of Petroleum Exporting
Countries (OPEC). The 2014 collapse in oil
prices was a further blow. Industry sources
say Libya’s exports this year will earn it just
a tenth of the estimated $45-50 billion (40-
45 billion euros) it took in 2010. That is a
disaster in a country where the govern-
ment depends on oil exports for nearly all
of its revenue. 

Struggle for control 
Libya’s Tripoli-based Government of

National Accord (GNA) faces major obsta-
cles as it tries to revive the sector. For a
start, the NOC is split into two rival branch-
es-one loyal to the GNA and the other
based in Benghazi and loyal to a rival gov-
ernment. Meanwhile, all of the country’s
export terminals in Libya’s eastern “oil cres-
cent” are controlled by the Petroleum
Facilities Guard (PFG), a militia set up to
protect them. They include the two key
export terminals of Ras Lanuf and Al-Sidra,
650 kilometers east of the capital, which

are together capable of handling 700,000
bpd. But they were shut down in January
after storage tanks were set on fire during
attacks by IS.

The jihadists have taken advantage of
the turmoil to establish a presence in Libya,
but now appear close to losing their
stronghold in Sirte which lies between
Tripoli and the oil crescent.

PFG leader Ibrahim Al-Jadhran also reg-
ularly defies both of Libya’s rival govern-
ments. “The blockage costs Libya $30 mil-
lion (27 million euros) a day,” Mustafa
Sanalla, chairman of the Tripoli-based
branch of the NOC which supports the uni-
ty government, said in April. At the end of
July, the GNA announced that it had
reached an agreement with Jadhran to re-
open the Ras Lanuf and Al-Sidra export ter-
minals. The NOC said the unity government
had agreed to pay salaries to the oil instal-
lation guards and provide them with
schools and hospitals.

East-west rivalry 
That agreement underlined the bitter

struggle between the GNA and a rival
administration based in Libya’s far east that
refuses to recognize the unity government.
It controls much of the east through part of
the Libyan army led by General Khalifa
Haftar, and runs a rival NOC out of
Benghazi. After the GNA’s agreement with
Jadhran, Haftar ’s forces told AFP they
would bomb tankers approaching the
Libyan coast without the Benghazi NOC’s
permission. It also moved troops towards
the Zueitina terminal, another major facility
on the oil crescent. But the Petroleum
Facilities Guard said it was prepared to
fight. “We will not let them control the
ports,” said spokesman Ali Al-Hassi. The
standoff appears to have stalled an agree-
ment, announced on July 3, to unify the
rival NOCs.

Germany, Spain, the United States,
France, Italy and Britain have called for all
the country’s oil installations to be immedi-
ately handed over to the GNA.A Libyan oil
industry veteran, who did not want to be
named, said the country could only restore
oil exports if there was “a strong unified
government and a single military force”. “As
long as there are still ongoing political and
power struggles... the resumption of full oil
production and exports can never be
achieved.” — AFP 

RAMALLAH, West Bank: A
Palestinian detainee who has been
on a hunger strike for two months
to press for his release is deter-
mined to continue despite deterio-
rating health, his family and an
advocacy group said. Bilal Kayed,
34, began the fast June 14, after
Israel ordered him held for six
months without charges, immedi-
ately following completion of a 14-
and-a-half-year prison term, his rel-
atives said. The family has mixed
feelings, wanting him to go free but
fearing for his health.

“We can only support him” in his
strike, his 41-year-old sister, Soha
Hussein, said Saturday at the family
home in the village of Assira al-
Shamaliya. “So we say, ‘go on, but
stay alive and come home.’” Israel’s
Prison Service said yesterday that
Kayed is being monitored by med-
ical staff and has undergone hospi-
tal checkups. The advocacy group
Addameer said representatives vis-
ited Kayed last week at Barzilai
Hospital in the Israeli city of
Ashkelon. Kayed is shackled to his
bed and suffers from severe pain,
blurred vision, numbness, hair loss

and yellowness and peeling of the
skin, the group said.

Despite his deteriorating health,
Kayed is in high spirits and “has
vowed to continue his hunger
strike until he is freed,” the group
said. Kayed was arrested in 2001, at
the height of an armed Palestinian
uprising against Israeli occupation
of the West Bank. Kayed, a
Palestinian policeman at the time,
was convicted of shooting at Israeli
troops. A protest tent outside the
family home in the West Bank was
decorated with posters of the
Popular Front for the Liberation of
Palestine, a small PLO faction which
has carried out attacks on Israelis.

Hussein said her brother had
hoped to get engaged after his
anticipated June release. She said
he had spent his prison term learn-
ing English, French and Hebrew,
and had taught fellow inmates.
Hana Herbst, a Prison Service
spokeswoman, said 93 Palestinian
prisoners have begun a hunger
strike to show solidarity with Kayed.
At the end of April, Israel was hold-
ing close to 6,300 Palestinians in
security-related cases, including

some 700 in administrative deten-
tion, without trial or charges. The
Israeli rights group B’Tselem says
Israel is violating international

humanitarian law with its large-
scale application of what is meant
to be, at most, an emergency meas-
ure used sparingly.

KOT DISTRICT:  Afghan police pose for a photograph with an Islamic State flag after an operation. — AP 

Afghan officials: IS expands 

presence in restive south
Fleeing Pakistani insurgents infiltrating in high numbers 

Palestinian seeks freedom in 

3rd month of hunger strike

NABLUS: In this Saturday, Aug. 13, 2016 photo, Palestinian woman
walks in front of a tent set up in solidarity with Bilal Kayed, 34, in front
of his family home in the village of Assira al-Shamaliya near the West
Bank city. — AP  

Ragged Libya struggles 

to ramp up oil exports

Turk mosque group in Germany 

takes a step back from Ankara

SIRTE: Members of Libyan pro-government forces hold a position as they fight to
clear the Islamic State group (IS) from its main Libyan stronghold of Sirte. — AFP  


