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NEW YORK: Torrential rains have caused record
flooding in parts of the southern United States, offi-
cials said on Saturday, with US media reporting at
least three deaths. Flooding in southeast Louisiana
and southern Mississippi shut down roads, cutting
off at least one town as an area of low pressure
slowly moved west along the Gulf Coast. Louisiana
Governor John Bel Edwards declared a state of
emergency, calling the flooding “unprecedented.”
“We have record levels of flooding along rivers and
creeks,” he told reporters during a news conference,
urging residents who have been advised to evacu-
ate to leave their homes.

Emergency services were transporting residents
by high-water vehicles, boats and aircraft, he said.
More than 1,000 residents had been evacuated in
Louisiana, the authorities said. The floods killed at
least three people on Friday, media reported.

Among them, a man in the Louisiana town of
Zachary, near the capital Baton Rouge, drowned
trying to escape flood waters, local television sta-
tion WAFB reported. “We were walking out and he
slipped and fell,” his roommate Vernon Drummond
told the station. “He went under the water. We tried
to save him, but we couldn’t.” The area recorded 10
to 15 inches (25.4 to 38.1 cm) of rain, David Roth, a
meteorologist with the National Weather Service,
told AFP. Another 10 inches were expected in parts
of Louisiana over the next two days. “Even for them
it’s very unusual,” Roth said.

One of worst storms ‘ever’ 
Layton Ricks, president of Livingston parish in

the Baton Rouge area, told reporters that “we’re
experiencing one of the worst storm events we’ve
ever had, with flash flooding.” Roads that had never

flooded were under water, he said, adding that the
backlog of people waiting to be rescued. The
National Weather Service reported Saturday after-
noon that the storming had “resulted in catastroph-
ic flash flooding across Louisiana,” and was continu-
ing to produce very heavy rainfall. The threat of
heavy rain would expand westward with “at least a
slight risk of flash flooding tonight over a large area
from the southern plains to the mid-
Mississippi/Ohio valleys and even the Northeast,”
the National Weather Service said. Showers and
thunderstorms would continue into today and
tomorrow, it predicted.

Entergy Louisiana said more than 11,700 cus-
tomers were affected by power outages as of
Saturday evening. On the East Coast, meanwhile,
millions of American residents were sweating
through a heat wave amid extreme weather warn-

ings in New York, Philadelphia, and Washington. The
combination of heat and humidity would make it
feel as hot as 110 degrees Fahrenheit (43 degrees
Celsius) in those cities. Temperatures would be 5 to
15 degrees above average on Sunday across much
of the Mid-Atlantic and Northeast, the National
Weather Service said.

Authorities warned of heat-related health prob-
lems, especially for the elderly and those with
chronic health problems, and for people who work
outdoors. Americans were advised to stay inside and
use air conditioning where possible, check on vul-
nerable friends and neighbors, drink plenty of fluids,
and not leave children or pets unattended in vehi-
cles. Overall, the heat wave stretched from south-
west Ohio to western Virginia and Washington, and
north through Philadelphia, New York and Boston,
the National Weather Service’s Roth said. — AFP

Unprecedented floods kill at least 3 in southern US

FAIRFIELD: Republican Presidential candidate Donald Trump acknowledges the high temperature after addressing supporters. — AP 

WASHINGTON: Donald Trump’s campaign yes-
terday went on a new tear against the media,
blaming the “disgusting” press for a week of dis-
tractions at a time when Republicans have urged
him - again - to focus on Democratic rival Hillary
Clinton. Trump will get another chance to reset
his campaign today when he is expected to lay
out his plan for defeating what running mate
Mike Pence yesterday called, “radical Islamic ter-
rorism” with “real specifics” on how to make the
United States safer.

But Trump set up that address with extensive
new complaints about the latest disastrous week
of coverage and reports of campaign chaos. Not
to blame, Trump suggested, were his own
remarks that gun rights supporters could “do
something” if Hillary Clinton becomes president
and appoints liberal judges, or his repeated
insistence on the falsehood that President
Barack “Obama founded ISIS.” “If the disgusting
and corrupt media covered me honestly and
didn’t put false meaning into the words I say, I
would be beating Hillary by 20 percent,” he
tweeted before noon. That tweet was followed
by: “My rallies are not covered properly by the
media. They never discuss the real message and
never show crowd size or enthusiasm.”

It was the latest in a series of implicit
acknowledgements by the Republican presiden-
tial nominee that he is not winning and in fact
could be headed for a big loss to Clinton on
Election Day in less than three months. Signs

were popping up across the political landscape
that Trump’s year-plus flirtation with presidential
politics was in danger of not advancing much
further.

Gaffe-by-gaffe, additional Republicans have
come forward to say they’re not supporting his
bid, with Carlos Gutierrez, secretary of com-
merce under President George W. Bush,
announcing his support for Clinton yesterday.
Meanwhile, GOP leaders in Washington and in
the most competitive states have begun openly
contemplating turning their backs on their par-
ty’s presidential nominee and putting their mon-
ey and effort instead behind the party’s House
and Senate candidates.

Trump missteps 
Frustratingly for Republicans, Trump’s mis-

steps have overshadowed difficult news for
Clinton: The new release of 44 previously-unre-
leased email exchanges Clinton had while at the
State Department. They became public on
Tuesday and showed her interacting with lobby-
ists, political and Clinton Foundation donors and
business interests while serving as secretary of
state. The New York Times yesterday catalogued
a culture of crisis inside the Trump campaign.
That set off Trump on a Twitter rant yesterday
morning. He called the report “fiction” and reiter-
ated that he is not about to change what he sees
as a winning campaign formula. “I am who I am,”
he tweeted.

Given that, Trump’s allies set out yesterday to
bat down bad publicity and warn people not to
write Trump off. Sen Jeff Sessions, R-Ala., warned
that the “campaign is not over” and described
Trump as still being in transition from the bull-
dog who beat 16 rivals in the GOP primary to a
general election candidate who communicates
differently to a wider electorate what he wants
to do differently than Clinton. “He’s got to wres-
tle in his own heart, how does he communicate
who he is, what he believes, the change he
thinks he can bring to America, why what he’s
doing is fulfilling the desires of the American
people,” Sessions said on ABC’s “This Week.”

Trump campaign chairman Paul Manafort
criticized the news media for not focusing on
what otherwise would have been a substantive
week of dueling economic speeches from Trump
and Clinton. He said Trump is continuing to raise
millions of dollars while traveling to key battle-
ground states - Ohio, Pennsylvania and Florida -
and remains personally “very connected” to the
operations of his campaign. “You could have
covered what he was saying, or you could try
and take an aside and take the Clinton narrative
and play it out. And you chose to do that
instead,” Manafort said on CNN. Pence said on
“Fox News Sunday” that he remains proud to be
Trump’s running mate and advised: “Stay tuned,
it’s very early in this campaign. This coming
Monday, you’re going to see a vision for con-
fronting radical Islamic terrorism.” — AP 

Trump goes on tear against 

media but ignores Clinton
Calls criticizing press ‘disgusting’ for week of distractions 

WASHINGTON: Hillary Clinton is seizing
opportunities presented by a volatile presi-
dential race to expand her base of support
heading into the fall, seeking to position
the Democratic Party for a sweeping victo-
ry in November. As Donald Trump struggles
through a second week of self-inflicted
blunders, the Democratic nominee’s cam-
paign has started to push into Republican
territory by courting some of the party’s
core supporters and expanding her cam-
paign’s operations into traditionally
Republican states. “The map favors us and,
in a way, the dynamics right now favor us,”
said Joel Benenson, Clinton’s senior strate-
gist. “The more places you can make them
play defense, the better off we are.”

Throughout his presidential bid, Trump
has used controversy to draw attention
back to his campaign. It’s a strategy that
initially worried some Clinton aides, who
feared he would drown out their candi-
date’s general-election message. But with
three months until Election Day, Clinton
aides say they see more advantages than
liabilities as Trump continues to venture
into the politically unimaginable. Critics
slammed Trump this week for appearing to
suggest that gun-rights supporters could
shoot Clinton to prevent her from appoint-
ing federal judges as president, and he
drew criticism for standing by a false claim
that President Barack Obama founded the
Islamic State. Clinton, too, faced her own
bad headlines this week, with the release of
a new batch of State 

New questions, same answers 
Department emails that renewed ques-

tions about whether Clinton used her gov-
ernment post to benefit the Clinton foun-
dation. Democratic strategists have long
argued the party could win the White
House with Obama’s political coalition, the
group of minority, young and female voters
who twice boosted him to victory.  They
see the additional support Clinton is find-

ing among independent and Republican
voters as the frosting on their electoral
cake. “You care very deeply about the
270th electoral vote, but there are also
important reasons to care about winning
big,” said Geoff Garin, a pollster for Clinton’s
2008 presidential campaign who now
advises the pro-Clinton super PAC Priorities
USA Action.

Clinton aides say she’s taking nothing
for granted, noting the US remains a politi-
cally divided country. Yet Clinton is
undoubtedly beginning to cast her gaze
beyond the Democratic base. “I am hum-
bled and moved by the Republicans who
are willing to stand up and say that Donald
Trump doesn’t represent their values,” she
said at a rally in Iowa this week. “We may
not agree on everything, but this is not a
normal election and I will work hard over
the next three months to earn the support
of anyone willing to put our country first.”

Republican defections 
On Wednesday, following two weeks of

high-profile Republican defections, her
campaign launched an official effort to tar-
get GOP voters, telling party officials in
Arizona and Georgia they plan to make a
six-figure investment in field operations in
both states. The next day, Clinton pub-
lished a column in Salt Lake City’s Deseret
News titled “What I have in common with
Utah leaders - religious freedom and the
Constitution.” While the state has not
backed a Democrat for president since
Lyndon Johnson in 1964, Trump himself
acknowledged Thursday he is “having a
tremendous problem in Utah.”

And on Friday, she attempted to under-
cut Trump’s business record by releasing
her 2015 tax returns. Trump has broken
with decades of presidential candidates by
refusing to make his filings public. He says
they’re under audit by the Internal Revenue
Service and that he’ll release them only
once that review is complete. — AP 

Clinton goes on offense 
to win over rival GOP

PHILADELPHIA: In this July 28, 2016 file photo, Democratic presidential nominee Hillary
Clinton and her running mate Democratic vice presidential nominee Sen. Tim Kaine, D-
Va, celebrate in a sea of falling balloons during the final day of the Democratic National
Convention. — AP  

MILWAUKEE: Volunteers swept and picked up
debris yesterday in a north Milwaukee neighbor-
hood that was rocked by hours of late night vio-
lent unrest sparked by a police officer’s shooting
of a man fleeing a traffic stop. Up to three dozen
people swept up glass and filled trash bags with
rocks, bricks and bottles at an intersection where a
BP gas station burned to the ground, a traffic light
was bent and bus shelters were shoved to the
ground Saturday night. One volunteer picked up a
bullet casing and handed it to police. Darlene
Rose, 31, said she understands the anger that
fueled the violence, but that it doesn’t help. “I feel
like if you’re going to make a difference, it’s got to
be an organized difference,” Rose said. “The people
that came and looted, you’re not going to see
them here today.”

The event that triggered the violence was the
Saturday afternoon shooting by a police officer of a
man authorities said was armed and who fled a traf-
fic stop. It wasn’t clear if the man aimed the gun at
officers. Authorities have not released the names or
races of the man who was killed nor the officer who
shot him. Three protesters were arrested, and one
officer was injured by a thrown brick. At a late night
news conference at which city leaders appealed for
calm, Mayor Tom Barrett said the man was hit twice,
in the chest and arm.

The protesters were largely black, and Alderman
Khalif Rainey - who represents the district - said ear-
ly yesterday that the city’s black residents are “tired
of living under this oppression.” Nearly 40 percent
of Milwaukee’s 600,000 residents are black, and
heavily concentrated on the north side. “Now this is

a warning cry. Where do we go from here? Where
do we go as a community from here?” Rainey said at
the news conference with Barrett. The anger at
shootings by Milwaukee police is not new, and
comes as tension between black communities and
law enforcement has ramped up across the nation,
resulting in protests and the recent killings of offi-
cers in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, and Dallas. 

Civil right charges 
Milwaukee was beset by protests and calls for

police reform after an officer fatally shot Dontre
Hamilton, a mentally ill black man, in 2014. In
December, the Justice Department announced it
would work with Milwaukee police on reforms.
Chief Ed Flynn had asked for what’s known as a col-
laborative reform process after the federal govern-
ment said it wouldn’t pursue criminal civil rights
charges against the officer. Critics said the depart-
ment should have submitted to a review of its pat-
terns and practices, as was conducted in Ferguson,
Missouri, after the fatal shooting of 18-year-old
Michael Brown, who was black, by a white police
officer in 2014.

The state is investigating the latest shooting in
Milwaukee. Barrett said the officer was wearing a
body camera. Barrett said police stopped the 23-
year-old man who died for “suspicious activity.”
Police said he was carrying a gun that had been
stolen in a March burglary in suburban Waukesha.
“This stop took place because two officers ... saw
suspicious activity,” the mayor said. “There were 23
rounds in that gun that that officer was staring at. I
want to make sure we don’t lose any police officers

in this community, either.” Around 100 protesters
massed at 44th Street and Auer Avenue between 8
and 9 pm, surging against a line of 20 to 30 officers.
The Milwaukee Journal Sentinel reported that offi-
cers got in their cars to leave at one point and some
in the crowd started smashing a squad car’s win-
dows. Another police car was set on fire. The news-
paper reported that one of its reporters was shoved
to the ground and punched.

Around 11 pm, police with shields and helmets
moved slowly into the intersection, telling a crowd
of about 50 people to disperse. Some threw rocks
and debris at police, who held up their shields.
People in the crowd also threw objects at a business
a half-block from the intersection. A nearby traffic
light was bent over and bus shelters overturned. A
bank, a gas station, an auto parts store and a beauty
supplies shop were burned in the violence.
Firefighters held back from the gas station blaze
because of gunshots.

Police said the man who was shot had an arrest
record. The 24-year-old officer who shot the man
has been placed on administrative duty. The offi-
cer has been with the Milwaukee department six
years, three as an officer. Just blocks away from the
riots, two people were shot and killed Friday and
Saturday, bringing to five the number of people
who died in shootings in the city during a nine-
hour stretch. “As everyone knows, this was a very,
very violent 24 hours in the city of Milwaukee,”
Assistant Chief Bil l  Jessup told the Journal
Sentinel. “Our officers are out here taking risks on
behalf of the community and making split-second
decisions.”  — AP 

Volunteers clean up violence 

on Milwaukee’s north side

MILWAUKEE: Volunteers sweep and pick up debris in a north Milwaukee neighborhood
that was rocked by hours of late night violent unrest sparked by a police officer’s shoot-
ing of a man fleeing a traffic stop. — AP 


