
claiming to be behind the video but was acting cau-
tiously given the leadership split. “Since this is not the
first time we have been contacted over the issue, we
want to be doubly sure that those we are in touch with
are who they claim to be,” Information Minister Lai
Mohammed said in a statement.  

Last week, the shadowy Shekau appeared in a video
vowing to fight on, shrugging off an apparent split after
he was said to have been replaced by Islamic State-
backed rival Abu Musab Al-Barnawi.  Barnawi has criti-
cized Shekau’s indiscriminate and brutal leadership in
Nigeria that has seen Boko Haram fighters kill thou-
sands of people in mosques and markets and raze
entire cities. In March 2015, Shekau pledged allegiance
to the Islamic State and changed Boko Haram’s name to
ISWAP, prompting fears the Nigerian insurgency would
be bolstered by its connection to the global jihadists.

However, there have been few signs that Boko
Haram has benefited from the alliance, as the Nigerian
military recaptures territory once controlled by the
insurgents. Over the past year, the military has
announced the rescue of hundreds of people, most of

them women and children, who were kidnapped by
Boko Haram. But the missing Chibok girls were not
among them, despite several unconfirmed sightings.

In the hours that followed the 2014 mass kidnap,
dozens of girls managed to escape. Of the 219 still miss-
ing, just one was found, Amina Ali, in May this year near
the Sambisa Forest area of Borno state, a known Boko
Haram hideout. Abubakar Abdullahi, a spokesman for
the Bring Back Our Girls movement, told AFP that one
of the girls had been identified in what he described as
a “heartbreaking” video. “One of our members has rec-
ognized a girl. We are still in the process of confirming a
few of the girls,” Abdullahi said. “We’ve always believed
they will be back, but it’s also painful,” he said, criticizing
the government for being unable to rescue the girls.
“The frustration will always be there. We failed them on
so many instances.”

Boko Haram has been blamed for some 20,000
deaths and displacing more than 2.6 million people
since it launched a brutal insurgency in Nigeria in 2009
that has since spread into several neighboring coun-
tries.—AFP 
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Without a national uniform, Rashidi wore an Arsenal
jersey for the competition, prompting the question of
whether he was a supporter of the English Premier
League football club. “I don’t know, I just bought it,” he
said. Like his compatriot Fehaid Al-Deehani, who won
gold in the men’s double trap event this week, he was
sad that Kuwait’s flag did not go up the pole. “Anybody
who doesn’t see his flag, he dies,” said Rashidi. “I need my
flag, this is better for me. But what can I do? Maybe after
a gold and bronze we can compete again with our flag,
inshallah (god willing),” added Rashidi.

The IOC suspended Kuwait in Oct 2015, accusing the
government of interference in its national Olympic
Committee. Grillo did not even know that Kuwait was
banned from the Games, forcing Rashidi to compete
under the Olympic flag. “That’s really cool that he won
then, I am so happy for him,” said Grillo.

Rashidi, who trains falcons when he’s not shooting,
has a long shooting history. Rashidi’s Olympic debut
came at the 1996 Atlanta Games and Rio was his sixth
time on sport’s biggest stage. A three-time world
champion, he had never earned an Olympic medal,
though; Rio was his first final. Rashidi tied as the top
qualifier in Rio and became an instant fan favorite once
the finals begin.

The capacity crowd, most of it Brazilian, latched on to

the underdog in the Arsenal jersey and cheered wildly
when he was introduced and with every target he shat-
tered. Rashidi played up to the adulation, waving his
arms and pumping his fists to their cheers during intro-
ductions, spurring the fans even more. Rashidi ended the
semifinals in a three-way tie with Denmark’s Jesper
Hansen and Stefan Nilsson, forcing a shoot-off for a spot
in the bronze medal match. He shot last in the threesome
and the crowd knew he had a chance to move on after
Hansen and Nilsson each missed one, screaming and
waving flags before the Kuwaiti’s turn.

Playing the showman again, he raised his gun in the
air and flashed a thumb’s up as the cheers continued. An
official at Rashidi’s station tried to urge the Kuwaiti shoot-
er to take his turn, but he shrugged and pointed at the
crowd as if to say, “What am I supposed to do?” He hit
both shots, setting off another round of cheers and a
shot at the bronze against Ukraine’s Mikola Milchev.
Rashidi was perfect in the bronze medal match. He raised
his arms in the air, dropped to his knees and kissed the
ground. He rose and threw his hat in the air as the crowd
chanted in Portuguese: “Ole, ole, ole, Mustache!” “We like
his mustache, so we start to chant,” one Brazilian fan said.

The man with the mustache soaked in the adulation,
again raising his arms after receiving his bronze medal as
another chant about his facial hair rang out across the
Olympic Shooting Centre. “I am happy. I don’t know why
they help me, but thank you,” Rashidi said.— Agencies 

Mustache! Rashidi wins fans’ hearts 
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The working-class area where the victims were killed,
on the border between Queens and Brooklyn, is home
to many Muslim families from Bangladesh.

“The NYPD is looking at all angles of this crime,
including the hate crime (angle),” Sarah Sayeed of the
New York mayor’s office said. However, Muslim commu-
nity representatives condemned what they see as a tox-
ic climate of hatred. “Please, read my lips. This is a hate
crime, no matter which way you look at it,” Kobir
Chowdhury, who heads the nearby Masjid Al-Aman
mosque in Brooklyn, said. “It’s hate against humanity, it’s
hate against Muslims, these are Islamophobes who are
causing these kind of troubles.” Hundreds of local resi-
dents rallied near the crime scene chanting, “We want
justice!”

During a vigil outside the Al-Furqan Jame Masjid
mosque, the faithful prayed, heads bent and palms fac-
ing the sky. “Imagine your father gunned down for no
reason, and then let that feeling, let that motivate you
to come out of your silence,” Afaf Nasher, director of the
New York chapter of the Council on American-Islamic

Relations (CAIR), said at a tense news conference in
front of the mosque. “When we stay silent we allow
crimes to continue to occur,” she said. “So every single
one of us shares in this responsibility. And let’s not for-
get the victims who are essential to all of this.”

Imam Akonjee had moved to the United States from
Bangladesh two years ago, US media reported. “He
would not hurt a fly,” his nephew Rahi Majid, told the
New York Daily News. “You would watch him come
down the street and watch the peace he brings.” US
Representative Nydia Velazquez tweeted that she was
“horrified” by the shooting. 

“All NYers must stand united in condemning acts like
these,” she said. The neighborhood’s city council repre-
sentative Eric Ulrich tweeted that he stood “in strong
solidarity with all Muslim New Yorkers tonight as we
mourn the killings”. “When a religious leader is killed in
broad daylight on the streets of Queens, we must come
together as a community and demand justice!” he
wrote. Last year, hate crimes against Muslims and
mosques across the country tripled following extremist
attacks in Paris and San Bernardino, California, the New
York Times reported.— AFP 

Imam, assistant gunned down near NY...
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A man wearing camouflage gear in the video called
on the government to release Boko Haram fighters in
exchange for the girls.

“They should immediately release our brethren in
their custody,” the man said, warning that if the prison-
ers are not released the government will never be able
to rescue the girls. “They should know that their chil-
dren are still in our hands,” he said in the film posted on
YouTube that appears to show some women injured
after an air strike. While President Muhammadu Buhari
has said the group is “technically defeated”, his govern-
ment has struggled to find the girls, an enduring politi-
cal embarrassment that highlights Boko Haram’s contin-
ued presence in the region. 

The video was attributed to the original Boko Haram

name, not the new Islamic State West Africa Province
(ISWAP), suggesting it was released by Shekau’s faction,
although it is not known when or where it was filmed.
“There are a number of the girls, about 40 of them, that
have been married,” said the man in the 11-minute
video. “Some of them have died as a result of aerial
bombardment.” A girl speaking in the Chibok dialect
chokes back tears as she describes an air strike by
Nigerian armed forces. In the background, several girls
look visibly distressed and dab their eyes. One is hold-
ing a small baby.

“This focuses on using the girls as a bargaining chip,”
Ryan Cummings, director at intelligence firm Signal
Risk, told AFP. “The video shows that the war effort is
hurting the operations of the group,” he said. “It does
have a sense of almost desperation from Boko Haram.”
The Nigerian government said it is in contact with those

Boko Haram video shows Chibok girls

Two children play  in front of a fountain  at Palaisplatz square in Dresden, Germany on Saturday. — AP 

ISTANBUL: With a thorough shake-up of its armed
forces, a reassessment of foreign policy and the biggest
purge in its modern history, Turkey has undergone a
transformation in the month since the July 15 coup bid.
On the surface, street life has returned to its normal
bustle in Istanbul and Ankara, where terrified residents
witnessed bombings by fighter jets and tanks driving
amok in the streets on the night of the attempted
putsch. 

At a Strategic Crossroads  
But the huge red Turkish flags hanging from public

buildings, billboards hailing the coup’s defeat and pic-
tures in metro stations of the “martyrs” killed are all
reminders that life is not the same as it was before the
events which began at around 1900 GMT on July 15.
The plotters, whom Ankara says were directed by the
mysterious US-based preacher Fethullah Gulen, sought
to oust President Recep Tayyip Erdogan from power and
impose a military regime. Instead, they were arrested
en-masse, giving the president a chance to drive
through some of the most significant changes in this
country of 79 million since the foundation in 1923 of
the modern Turkish Republic out of the ruins of the
Ottoman Empire.

The authorities say the coup was driven by rogue
Gulen loyalists within the military, which has been a pil-
lar of the Republic since its foundation, and almost one
half of its contingent of generals have since been
detained and fired. Erdogan has moved to bring the
general staff and other military departments directly
under his control and that of his government in a his-
toric “civilianization” of an institution that had previous-
ly ousted governments three times by means of a coup. 

“A revolutionary civilianization process has been
spearheaded by the government with the aim of further
decreasing the scope of the military in politics and soci-
ety,” Metin Gurcan and Megan Gisclon wrote in a paper
for the Istanbul Policy Centre (IPC). They said the
authorities could now choose between continuing the
reforms in a democratic way or subduing the military
without consultation. “A strategic turning point is now
before Turkey.” So far untouched by the shake-up is the
powerful National Intelligence Agency (MIT), which has
faced vehement criticism for failing to warn Erdogan
about the coup. But the government has vowed it will
also undergo restructuring. 

‘Test to Rebuild’ 
The scale of the general crackdown after the coup

has prompted accusations from the West of a witch-
hunt. But Turkish officials say it points to the extent to
which Gulen had penetrated all state institutions. Over
76,000 people have been dismissed from their jobs,
mostly in the education sector where Gulen’s influence
was greatest and a total of over 35,000 people detained.
Ankara has swatted back the criticism of the West,
angrily accusing it of failing to show solidarity in
Turkey’s time of need and with pro-government media
speculating that the United States even had a hand in
the plot.

Washington and Ankara could be heading for a colli-
sion course over Gulen, whom Turkey wants to see extra-
dited from his secluded compound in Pennsylvania in a
potentially fraught process. Meanwhile, Turkey’s bid to
join the EU that dates back to the 1960s is enduring its
worst crisis in years as controversy simmers over the
crackdown that prompted Austria to break a years-long
taboo and call for accession talks to be stopped. “The
failed coup wasn’t in any way a test that the EU or US
failed...The ‘test’ is for Turkey to rebuild itself as best it
can,” said Marc Pierini, a former EU ambassador to
Ankara and visiting scholar at Carnegie Europe. “West-
bashing won’t help Turkey return to normalcy. It will just
complicate matters.”

Erdogan’s popularity has surged in opinion polls and
he has brought two opposition parties into talks on con-
stitutional reforms - but has excluded the main Kurdish
political force whom he accuses of links to militants.

‘Reset with Russia’ 
The pro-Western tilt of Turkey - a NATO member

since 1952 - has been the cornerstone of its foreign poli-
cy ever since it troubled the Allies by staying neutral for
almost all of World War II. In late June, Turkey moved to
overcome a months-long diplomatic crisis caused by
the shooting-down of a Russian war plane, and
Erdogan’s first foreign visit after the coup was to meet
President Vladimir Putin, raising fears that Ankara could
be re-orientating its stance.

The Turkish leader, who had earlier castigated the
West’s response to the coup, thanked Putin for express-
ing support so quickly and declared cooperation on key
projects like a Black Sea gas pipeline was back on track.
“In contrast to Western leaders, Putin is using the occa-
sion to reset Russian-Turkish relations,” said Kemal Kirisci
of the Brookings Institution. But he said that with 44
percent of Turkish exports going to the EU in 2014 and
4 percent to Russia, the “bloc is still Turkey’s economic
lifeline.” — AFP 

One month after coup bid, Turkey transformed


