
RIO DE JANEIRO: Super-heavyweight Efe Ajagba left
his opponent sprawled on the floor and initially
unconscious Saturday after the Nigerian big
man delivered the most emphatic knock-
out of the Rio Olympic boxing. Trinidad
and Tobago’s Nigel Paul was toppled by a
devastating right hook in the first round
that left him out cold for a few seconds, as
doctors and officials clambered through the
ropes and rushed to his motionless body in the
centre of the ring. Relief however coursed
throughout the 9,000-seat arena when Paul, 27,
began to gingerly climb to his feet and staggered
back to his corner with support, where he slumped
in his stool. He earned the biggest cheer of the
night when it was apparent that he had recovered
enough to stand in the ring for the official declara-
tion signalling that his Olympics had come to a
savage end. — AFP
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RIO DE JANEIRO:  Ireland’s Seamus Power birdied five of the
first six holes yesterday to charge into medal contention as
British leader Justin Rose teed off in the final round of the Rio
Olympic men’s golf tournament. Power, whose longest birdie
putt was a 14-footer at the fourth, earned a Rio spot only after
countrymen Rory McIlroy, Graeme McDowell and Shane
Lowry turned down the chance to play in Rio. But he
appeared ready to make the most of his chance as he reached
six under for the tournament, level for fourth but still three
shots out of a medal spot. Rose, the 2013 US Open champion,
was on 12-under 201 for 54 holes in quest of the first Olympic
golf title in 112 years with fifth-ranked Henrik Stenson of
Sweden only one stroke adrift. The 36-year-old Englishman
teed off alongside Stenson, who won last month’s British
Open for his first major crown, and 90th-ranked Australian
Marcus Fraser, who was on nine under. Fraser only became an
Olympian after four countrymen, including top-ranked Jason
Day, decided to skip Rio. Sharing fourth alongside Power were
American Bubba Watson, Argentina’s Emiliano Grillo and
Sweden’s David Lingmerth. — AFP

Power surge at golf as 
Rose, Stenson tee off

BERLIN: Germany’s newly-nominated player of the
year Jerome Boateng says he plans to return from

injury after September’s international break.
Boateng, 27, has been injured since tearing his
right thigh when Germany lost to France in the
semi-finals of Euro 2016 last month, but is target-
ing a return for Bayern Munich at Schalke on

September 9 in his club’s second league game
of the season. Boateng will miss Germany’s

friendly at home to Finland on August 31 and
opening World Cup 2018 qualifier away to
Norway on September 4. “I don’t want to give a

definite date, but it’s heading in that direction”,
Boateng told German magazine Kicker, having

returned to running with Bayern last week. “At
the moment things are going well, I am happy
and I don’t feel anything.  I can run just fine,

but not at a high tempo as I need to take
care.” — AFP

Jerome Boateng plans 
September comeback

Rio KO leaves super 
heavy boxer out cold

CHICAGO: Randal Grichuk hit a grand slam to cap a six-run
burst in the eighth inning and the St Louis Cardinals
stopped the Cubs’ 11-game winning streak, beating
Chicago 8-4 on Saturday. After a run-scoring wild pitch and
a bases-loaded walk with two outs in the eighth put the
Cardinals ahead 4-2, Grichuk connected. Brandon Moss and
Jedd Gyorko also homered for St. Louis. Addison Russell hit
his 14th homer for the NL Central-leading Cubs. Alex Reyes
(1-0) pitched three scoreless innings of relief to get the win.
St. Louis starter Luke Weaver gave up two runs on four hits
in his major league debut. The 22 year-old was lifted for a
pinch hitter after four innings and 85 pitches. Carl Edwards
Jr. (0-1) allowed five runs while getting only two outs.
Chicago starter Kyle Hendricks struck out 12, matching a
career best, in seven innings. He gave up five hits, including
two homers. His ERA rose slightly from 2.17 to 2.19.

YANKEES 8, RAYS 4
Tyler Austin and Aaron Judge became the first team-

mates to hit home runs in the first at-bats of their major
league debuts in the same game, sparking New York past
Tampa Bay. And New York’s 24-year-old newbies did it
back-to-back in a five-pitch span during the second inning.
Called up before the game as part of a youth movement
that led to Alex Rodriguez’s release, Austin batted seventh
and sliced a 2-2 fastball from Matt Andriese (6-4) to the
opposite field. The 331-foot drive down the right-field line
landed in the first row over the short porch, about 3 feet
fair. Judge drove a 1-2 changeup 446 feet off the railing
above a sports bar in center field and into the netting
above Monument Park. Aaron Hicks hit a three-run homer
in fifth for a 6-3 lead, and Starlin Castro and Didi Gregorius
also went deep. Brad Miller homered twice for Tampa Bay,
a three-run drive and a solo shot off Masahiro Tanaka (9-4).

INDIANS 5, ANGELS 1
Rookie Mike Clevinger took a no-hitter into the sixth

inning to get his first major league win and Cleveland one-
hit Los Angeles. Andrelton Simmons got Los Angeles’ only
hit on a grounder with two outs in the sixth.  Shortstop
Francisco Lindor got his glove on the ball while ranging to
his right, but it bounced into left field for a single. Clevinger
(1-1) was removed after that to a standing ovation. The
right-hander allowed one run, struck out three, walked four
and threw 91 pitches. Clevinger was drafted by the Angels
in 2011 and traded to the Indians three years later for reliev-
er Vinnie Pestano. Matt Shoemaker (6-13) allowed five runs
in six innings for the Angels, who have dropped nine
straight, their longest losing streak since 1999.

GIANTS 6, ORIOLES 2
Madison Bumgarner snapped a five-start winless streak

with seven shutout innings, Denard Span had four RBIs and
San Francisco beat Baltimore. Bumgarner (11-7) had lost
five of his previous seven decisions. He allowed just three
hits, struck out eight and allowed three walks. The victory
kept the Giants alone atop the NL West, a game ahead of
Los Angeles. The Orioles fell out of first place in the AL East,
a half-game behind Toronto. Span sparked the Giants with
two-run singles in the second and sixth innings. Both came
with two outs. Santiago Casilla faced one batter to get his
27th save. Kevin Gausman (3-10) was the loser. 

DODGERS 8, PIRATES 4
Joc Pederson homered and Los Angeles had 17 hits and

a pair of successful challenges in victory over Pittsburgh.
Pederson had his 17th homer, a two-run shot and finished
with three hits. Corey Seager also three hits and an RBI, and
Los Angeles overcame a 3-1 deficit by scoring in each of the
first six innings. Jung Ho Kang hit his 12th home run for the
Pirates. After Dodgers starter Brandon McCarthy was forced
from the game in the second inning with right hip stiffness,
Josh Fields, Julio Urias (3-2), Joe Blanton, Pedro Baez, Josh
Ravin and Kenley Jansen combined to hold Pittsburgh to
one run over 7 1/3 innings. Jansen got his 35th save. Gerrit
Cole (7-8) gave up 12 hits and six runs in 4 1/3 innings.

PHILLIES 6, ROCKIES 3
Maikel Franco hit a three-run homer, then was in the

middle of a testy exchange that led to the benches clearing
and a pair of ejections in Philadelphia’s victory over
Colorado. On a hot, humid evening with a gametime tem-
perature of 93 degrees and a heat index of 105, tempers
flared in the fourth inning. Rockies starter Tyler Anderson
(4-4) plunked Franco on the leg with his first pitch. Franco,
who homered in his previous at-bat, stayed at home plate
and stared out at Anderson while players from both teams

barked at each other. Anderson moved toward Franco and
appeared to tell him to go to first base and that he didn’t
hit him intentionally. No punches were thrown but both
Anderson and Rockies manager Walt Weiss were ejected by
plate umpire Eric Cooper. Anderson had to be restrained
while walking angrily back to the dugout. Philadelphia’s
Cesar Hernandez had two hits to extend his on-base streak
to 20 games. Daniel Descalso and Tony Wolters homered
for Colorado, and Carlos Gonzalez extended his major
league-leading hitting streak to 19 games. Jerad Eickhoff
(8-12) was the winner, and Jeanmar Gomez finished for his
30th save.

METS 3, PADRES 2, 11 INNINGS
Wilmer Flores drove in the winning run when rookie

second baseman Ryan Schimpf made a wild throw to plate
in the 11th inning, and New York brushed off two stunning
homers to beat San Diego. Just called up from the minors,
Gabriel Ynoa (1-0) pitched a perfect inning to win his major
league debut after Jacob deGrom gave the Mets a domi-
nant start. Flores finished with three hits, and the defend-
ing NL champions (58-58) won for only the fourth time in
their last 17 home games. Yangervis Solarte and Wil Myers
each hit a tying homer for the Padres. Myers connected off
All-Star closer Jeurys Familia with two outs in the ninth.
Neil Walker singled against Brandon Maurer (0-3) leading
off the 11th and alertly hustled to third with one out on
James Loney’s soft single to left field as the Padres, caught

in a defensive shift, scrambled to cover the bag. With the
infield playing halfway, Flores hit a grounder over the
mound that was fielded in front of second base by
Schimpf.  Rather than try for an inning-ending double play,
Schimpf fired home and his throw sailed well wide as
Walker slid in safely.

BLUE JAYS 4, ASTROS 2
Russell Martin hit a go-ahead three-run homer in the

sixth inning, Aaron Sanchez pitched seven innings to help
Toronto end Houston’s winning streak at four. Sanchez (12-
2) survived a shaky first inning to win for the first time since
July 25 against San Diego. Jason Grilli pitched the eighth
and Roberto Osuna finished for his 26th save. Josh
Donaldson homered off Collin McHugh (7-10) in the first,
his 28th of the season. Toronto has won seven of nine meet-
ings with the Astros this season. Houston’s Jose Altuve had
two hits, a double and a triple, giving him 997 for his career.
Altuve has reached safely in 43 straight road games. 

NATIONALS 7, BRAVES 6
Daniel Murphy hit a two-run homer and drove in four

runs, rookie Reynaldo Lopez pitched seven innings for his
first major league win and Washington beat Atlanta. Trea
Turner had three hits, including a homer and one of
Washington’s three triples. Ben Revere had the other two
and drove in a run for the NL East leaders. The Nationals
played their fifth straight game without injured right field-

er Bryce Harper and first without former closer Jonathan
Papelbon, who was released before the game to make
room on the roster for Lopez (1-1). The right-handed Lopez
allowed one run and five hits. Mark Melancon got the final
three outs for his 33rd save. Rob Whalen (1-1) was the loser.

TWINS 5, ROYALS 3
Brian Dozier hit his 25th home run of the season and

the 100th of his career, leading Tyler Duffey and Minnesota
past Kansas City. Dozier has 17 homers since June 25, most
in the majors over that span. He also doubled and scored
twice to held the Twins end a four-game losing streak.
Robbie Grossman also homered. For the second time this
season, the Twins homered three times off Royals starter
Dillon Gee (4-6). Eddie Rosario’s two-run shot in the fifth
inning put the Twins ahead 4-1. Dozier followed him with a
towering drive deep into the second deck in left. Duffey (8-
8) won for the third time in three starts this month. Ryan
Pressly pitched a scoreless eighth, and Brandon Kintzler
finished for the save.

WHITE SOX 8, MARLINS 7
Dioner Navarro scored the go-ahead run on a strikeout,

capping a bizarre eighth-inning comeback in Chicago’s
comeback victory over Miami. The White Sox blew an early
4-0 lead and trailed 7-6 to start the eighth. They rallied
against Kyle Barraclough (6-3) with the help of a walk, two
wild pitches and Justin Morneau’s first pinch-hit of the year,
a double. After Morneau tied it, the Sox had runners at the
corners with two out. Melky Cabrera took a weak swing at
a 2-2 pitch in the dirt, but the ball skipped away from
catcher J.T.  — AP

Cubs’ 11-game win streak ends, Grichuk slam propels Cardinals

JOHANNESBURG: The Els Club Copperleaf, Johannesburg,
will host the sixth qualifying round of the Xerox Corporate
Golf Challenge on Thursday, 18th August. This is the 19th
consecutive year that this tournament is being conduct-
ed, and South Africa is the only country outside the
Arabian Gulf countries to host a full-field invitational
qualifying round.

In this qualifier, invited golfers from across
Johannesburg (South Africa) will form two-player teams
and challenge the Ernie Els designed, 7,999 yard course, for
a berth in the 2-day grand finals to be played later this year
in Ajman, United Arab Emirates.

Head of Marketing for Xerox Middle East & Africa
Region, Pui-ChiLi, said “We are happy to be back in South
Africa for another year and bring the Xerox Corporate Golf
Challenge to avid golfers from across Johannesburg.
Securing a berth at the grand final is proving to be a mark
of pride for our region’s golfers, and we’re looking forward

to seeing some great golf during this qualifier.” The Els Club
Copperleaf features an 18-hole championship course with
an enormous driving range and putting green offering
guaranteed five-star golfing experience, along with the
ideal way to golf competitions with landscaped recre-
ational areas.

New on-course competition this year is the King of Pars,
sponsored by deVere Acuma. The teams that perform best
on Pars 3, 4 and 5 win prizes as well as entry into the
‘Golden Ticket’ draw, which will bring a wild-card entry into
the 2016 Grand Final.

This years’ Xerox Corporate Golf Challenge is supported
by the Emirate of Ajman, as 2016 host city, and destination
partners include the Ajman Palace, Ajman Kempinski, and
Ajman Saray. Fairmont Ajman hotels and Ajman’s Al Zorah
Golf Club are venue sponsor for the 2016 Grand Final.
Other sponsors of the tournament include deVere Acuma,
Chrysler, and Select Property.

American League

Eastern Division

W L PCT GB      

Toronto 66 51 .564 -       
Baltimore 65 51 .560 0.5   
Boston 63 52 .548 2       
NY Yankees 60 56 .517 5.5   
Tampa Bay 46 69 .400 19      

Central Division
Cleveland 66 48 .579 -       
Detroit 62 54 .534 5       
Chicago White Sox 56 60 .483 11      
Kansas City 56 60 .483 11      
Minnesota 47 70 .402 20.5  

Western Division
Texas 69 49 .585 -       
Seattle 61 54 .530 6.5   
Houston 61 56 .521 7.5   
Oakland 52 65 .444 16.5  
LA Angels 49 67 .422 19      

National League
Eastern Division

Washington 68 47 .591 -       
Miami 60 56 .517 8.5   
NY Mets 58 58 .500 10.5  
Philadelphia 55 63 .466 14.5  
Atlanta 44 73 .376 25      

Central Division
Chicago Cubs 73 42 .635 -       
St. Louis 61 56 .521 13      
Pittsburgh 58 56 .509 14.5  
Milwaukee 51 64 .443 22      
Cincinnati 48 67 .417 25      

Western Division
San Francisco 66 50 .569 -       
LA Dodgers 65 51 .560 1       
Colorado 56 61 .479 10.5  
San Diego 50 66 .431 16      
Arizona 48 68 .414 18      

MLB results/standings

NY Yankees 8, Tampa Bay 4; Toronto 4, Houston 2; St.
Louis 8, Chicago Cubs 4; LA Dodgers 8, Pittsburgh 4;
Washington 7, Atlanta 6; Philadelphia 6, Colorado 3;
Boston 6, Arizona 3; Chicago White Sox 8, Miami 7;
Cincinnati 11, Milwaukee 5; Minnesota 5, Kansas City 3;
Cleveland 5, LA Angels 1; NY Mets 3, San Diego 2 (11
innings); Detroit 2, Texas 0; San Francisco 6, Baltimore 2;
Seattle 4, Oakland 3.

Xerox Corporate
Golf Challenge 2016

CHICAGO: Randal Grichuk #15 of the St Louis Cardinals follows the flight of his grand slam home run in the 8th
inning against the Chicago Cubs at Wrigley Field on Saturday in Chicago, Illinois. — AFP


