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MANCHESTER: Manchester City manager
Pep Guardiola said the door was not
closed for club stalwarts like Joe Hart and
Yaya Toure despite dropping them for his
first Premier League game.

Guardiola picked Willy Caballero in
goal for Saturday’s narrow 2-1 win over
Sunderland instead of Hart, whose future
at the club is in doubt, while Toure did not
even make the match-day squad.

France internationals Eliaquim
Mangala and Samir Nasri, meanwhile,
were omitted from the squad for City’s
Champions League play-off match at
Steaua Bucharest on Tuesday, the latter
over concerns about his weight. But
Guardiola said: “I don’t have any com-
plaints about these names. Yaya trained
really, really good.

“Sami arrived a little bit... but the last
one week, two weeks, he’s training amaz-

ing, so I’m really impressed about the
quality of Sami.

“Mangala, you know better than me
how professional he is. But at the end I
have a squad and I decide what I see. I
have to create a team spirit. It’s not about
tactics.

“I decide for this line-up today. That
doesn’t mean in the future they are not
going to play. In Barcelona, in (Bayern)
Munich, it was difficult to repeat a line-up.

“I’m a guy so I take decisions. I’m not
afraid about that. What I feel, I do it. Today
in the world, people are afraid to take
decisions. I like to take (them).

“It’s not that Joe cannot play or Yaya or
Sami or Mangala. But today I decide for
that, for many reasons.” Guardiola is
reported to be interested in signing
German goalkeeper Marc-Andre ter
Stegen from Barcelona.

But he said the decision to bench Hart
was purely down to the fact Caballero had
spent more time working on build-up play
with centre-backs John Stones, who made
his debut, and Aleksandar Kolarov.

City prevailed courtesy of an 87th-
minute own goal by Sunderland debutant
Paddy McNair, who had only been on the
pitch for four minutes. Sergio Aguero put
City ahead with an early penalty, but the
hosts failed to make their dominance
count and Jermain Defoe equalised with
19 minutes remaining.

‘GUT-WRENCHING’ 
Asked what he had learnt about the

Premier League, Guardiola said: “I realise
how difficult it is, definitely. “We are not
safe until the referee says, ‘OK, go home.’
Long ball, free-kick, long ball, throw-in,
ball in the box, tall guy, second ball... 

“I can imagine the last five minutes in
an away game. That’s why you have to
create more chances.”

David Moyes, who was taking charge
of Sunderland for the first time in a com-
petitive match, described the outcome as
“gut-wrenching”.

Sunderland’s defence was impressively
marshalled by Ivorian centre-back Lamine
Kone, who was the subject of an unsuc-
cessful bid from Everton.

He reportedly tabled a transfer request
earlier this week, but Moyes said that
Kone had no knowledge of a statement
that had been attributed to him by British
media.

“I expect him to stay. Strangely
enough, when I pulled the boy (aside) yes-
terday, he didn’t know anything about his
statement,” Moyes said.

“ The boy was great. He was great

today, he was great yesterday. We’ve told
him that on September 1, we’ll look to do
a contract if that was what was said. “We
also told him that we’ve had an offer from
Everton as well. So we’ve not hidden
everything.”

Despite the result, Moyes took heart
from his team’s doggedness and urged his
players to build on the momentum they
generated during their escape from rele-
gation last season under his predecessor,
Sam Allardyce.

“We need to play at that level of inten-
sity. But I want us to have more of the
ball,” said the former Manchester United
manager. “I want us to give the crowd
something to shout about. But more
importantly, I need to build on what hap-
pened last year with Sam. They avoided
relegation, we’ve now got to keep the
momentum going.” —AFP

Guardiola gives Hart and Toure Man City hope

BOURNEMOUTH: Manchester United’s Zlatan Ibrahimovic, left, and Bournemouth’s Harry Arter challenge for the ball during the
English Premier League soccer match between Bournemouth and Manchester United at Vitality Stadium in Bournemouth,
England, yesterday. —AP

BOURNEMOUTH: Manchester United made a
flying start to the Jose Mourinho era as goals
from Juan Mata, Wayne Rooney and Zlatan
Ibrahimovic sealed a 3-1 win in their Premier
League opener at Bournemouth yesterday.

Mourinho is desperate to restore his tar-
nished reputation after being sacked by Chelsea
last season and the United manager enjoyed an
encouraging return to the touchline in his first
league match since a December defeat at
Leicester triggered his exit from Stamford
Bridge.

In the absence of Paul Pogba, their world
record signing, United eased to victory after
Mata punished a horrible mistake by
Bournemouth defender Simon Francis just
before half-time and Rooney added the second
after the interval.

That set the stage for the latest memorable
moment in Ibrahimovic’s glittering career as the
Swedish forward netted with a fine strike to
mark his Premier League debut in the same
goalscoring style he celebrated his maiden
appearances in Serie A, La Liga, Ligue 1 and the
Champions League.

After a lackadaisical first half, United moved
smoothly through the gears once Mata opened
the scoring and, although Adam Smith got one
back for Bournemouth,  Mourinho will hope to
build on the momentum from this result as he

eyes a title challenge.
Bournemouth were United’s opponents

when they concluded a frustrating league cam-
paign last season, but whereas the staid atmos-
phere at Old Trafford that day reflected the drab
nature of Louis van Gaal’s reign, there was a
whiff of revolution in the air on the genteel
south coast as Mourinho’s reign got underway.

Mourinho has wasted little time stamping his
authority on an underachieving squad and,
although world record signing Pogba was serv-
ing a one-man ban incurred at Juventus last sea-
son, the United boss paraded new signings
Ibrahimovic and Eric Bailly.

Ibrahimovic started as United’s central striker
with Rooney behind him and the wide roles
filled by Anthony Martial and Mata, who fea-
tured despite the Spaniard’s touchline spat with
Mourinho when he was substituted having only
just come on in last weekend’s Community
Shield win over Leicester.

Mourinho’s men took 23 minutes to muster a
shot and even then Martial’s effort from the left
side of the penalty area flew well wide of Artur
Boruc’s goal.

DISASTROUS 
But United finally pieced together an incisive

attack when Ander Herrera picked out Antonio
Valencia and the right-back crossed to Mata,
who set up Rooney for a low shot straight at
Boruc.

Apart from a few nice moments from
Bournemouth winger Jordon Ibe, making his

debut after joining from Liverpool, this was sop-
orific stuff in the sunshine.

Out of nowhere, United were gifted the
breakthrough five minutes before half-time after
a disastrous mistake by Francis.

Mata scampered after Herrera’s long pass and
Francis responded with a panicked and under-
hit backpass that the Spaniard seized on.

Boruc was able to save Mata’s first shot, yet
United’s luck was in as the ball hit Francis,
rebounding in Mata’s path for the winger to tap
into the empty net.

Ibrahimovic had been anonymous in the first
half, but he came to life after the interval, unfurl-
ing a typically extravagant volleyed backheel
that sent Rooney clear for a shot saved by Boruc.

United were forcing the issue more now and
Rooney deservedly doubled their lead with a
close-range header after Valencia’s cross was
miscued into his path by Martial.

Ibrahimovic, who arrived on a free transfer
from Paris Saint Germain in the close-season,
capped United’s period of dominance with the
goal of the day in the 64th minute.

After scoring the winner in the Community
Shield with a towering header, Ibrahimovic
showed he can do damage on the ground as
well as he lashed a 25-yard strike past Boruc,
prompting a jubilant celebration from Mourinho
on the touchline.

Smith reduced the deficit in the 69th minute
when the right-back lashed home from inside
the area, but it was too late to spoil Mourinho’s
party. —AFP

Mourinho’s United 

off to flying start
Bournemouth 1 - 3 Man Utd

LONDON: Philippe Coutinho’s double
inspired Liverpool to come from behind
and beat Arsenal 4-3 in an action-packed
clash of Premier League heavyweights at
the Emirates Stadium yesterday.  After see-
ing a penalty saved by Simon Mignolet,
Theo Walcott put Arsenal ahead, only for
Coutinho to reply with a picture-perfect
free-kick in first-half injury time.

Goals early in the second half from
Adam Lallana, Coutinho and Sadio Mane
put Jurgen Klopp’s Liverpool 4-1 up, but
efforts from Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain and
Calum Chambers made for a nervy finish.

It was only Liverpool’s second win at
Arsenal in 21 attempts and put an early
dent in Arsene Wenger’s hopes of leading
the London club to a first league title since
2004.

The Frenchman, who celebrates his 20th
anniversary as Arsenal manager in October,
has now seen his team beaten at home in
their opening league game three times in
four years. Klopp, starting his first full sea-
son as Liverpool manager, celebrated each
of the visitors’ goals with trademark aban-
don, but he will have been concerned by
an injury that forced Coutinho off.

Injuries to Per Mertesacker and Gabriel,
plus Laurent Koscielny’s lack of match fit-
ness, forced Wenger to deploy 21-year-old
Chambers and 20-year-old new boy Rob
Holding at centre-back.

Liverpool, meanwhile, boasted some 63
million pounds ($81.5 million, 73 million
euros) of new players in Mane, Georginio
Wijnaldum and Ragnar Klavan.  But after
some untidy opening exchanges, Arsenal
were first to impose themselves on the
game.

Aaron Ramsey, playing in a number 10
role, had a couple of sights of goal, jabbing
a shot straight at visiting goalkeeper
Mignolet and then lifting an ambitious lob
well over the bar.

Liverpool left-back Alberto Moreno was
proving a typically chaotic presence and
on the half-hour his untidy, full-blooded
challenge on Walcott gifted Arsenal a
penalty.

Walcott took the spot-kick himself and
saw Mignolet plunge to his right to push it
away.

MANE’S KLOPP PIGGYBACK 
But barely a minute later the England

forward atoned as Alex Iwobi’s pass caught
Moreno out of position and Walcott
clipped a low shot inside the left-hand
post.

Stung, Liverpool responded, Wijnaldum
seeing a side-foot effort saved by Petr
Cech, and in first-half stoppage time
Coutinho netted the equaliser in memo-
rable fashion.

Having won a free-kick by going down a
little easily under pressure from Holding,
the Brazilian took charge of the set-piece
himself, curling an exquisite 25-yard shot
right into the top-left corner.  It had been
an evenly balanced first half, but within 18
minutes of kick-off in the second Liverpool
had the game in the bag thanks to three
delightful goals.

Four minutes in, Coutinho sent
Wijnaldum scampering towards the byline
on the left with a stabbed first-time pass.

The former Newcastle United midfielder
cut inside and lifted a cross to the back
post, where Lallana chested the ball down
before steering it past the outrushing
Mignolet.

Seven minutes later, an attack from the
opposite flank produced the same result,
Nathanie Clyne crossing from the right and
Coutinho darting in at the near post to vol-
ley home.

Mane opened his Liverpool account in
the 63rd minute with a splendid goal, driv-
ing down the right and slipping between
Chambers and Nacho Monreal before ham-
mering a left-foot shot past Mignolet.

The Senegal international celebrated by
leaping onto Klopp’s back.  There were boos
from the home fans, but a minute later sub-
stitute Oxlade-Chamberlain gave them
hope by cutting in from the left and beating
Cech via a deflection off Dejan Lovren.

Wenger gave new signing Granit Xhaka
his debut as a replacement for Mohamed
Elneny, while Coutinho came off after injur-
ing himself as he chased a through ball,
with Emre Can coming on.

Chambers further reduced the arrears
with a 75th-minute header from Santi
Cazorla’s free-kick, but Liverpool held on to
secure a breathless win. —AFP

Coutinho fires Liverpool 

to thrilling Arsenal win

LONDON: Liverpool's Sadio Mane, right, scores a goal during the English
Premier League soccer match between Arsenal and Liverpool at the
Emirates Stadium in London, Sunday Aug. 14, 2016. —AP

BERLIN: Germany goalkeeper Manuel Neuer
says he is baffled as to why Manchester
United manager Jose Mourinho has demot-
ed World Cup winner Bastian Schweinsteiger
and banished him from United’s senior
squad.  “I can’t understand it. Bastian is a
super player and an important figure with a
lot of experience, who is very important for
the team,” Bayern Munich’s goalkeeper Neuer
told German daily Die Welt yesterday.
“Therefore I can’t comprehend the decision
at all.” The 32-year-old Schweinsteiger joined
United a year ago from Bayern Munich after
being signed by ex-United boss Louis van
Gaal.  But 12 months on and after an injury-
hit first season, the ex-Germany captain has
been demoted to United’s reserves by new
manager Mourinho, who has made it clear
the German has little future at Old Trafford,
which bemuses his ex-Bayern team-mate
Neuer.

Earlier this month, Schweinsteiger was
told to clear his locker in the first-team

changing room and has trained with the
reserves ever since.  The arrival of France’s
defensive midfielder Paul Pogba from
Juventus has done little to boost
Schweinsteiger’s chances of playing his way
into Mourinho’s good books.

Despite speculation over his future,
Schweinsteiger tweeted a good luck mes-
sage to his Man Utd team-mates before
Premier League clash at Bournemouth and
has recently posted a string of positive
updates.  The Germany international has a
United contract until June 2018, but after
marrying tennis star Anna Ivanovic in
August, he must be weighing up his playing
options.

And ex-Germany international Dietmar
Hamann says Mourinho has made it clear
Schweinsteiger ’s Old Trafford days are
numbered.   Hamann bel ieves
Schweinsteiger should have been treated
with more respect by Mourinho, but finds
it hard to imagine his compatriot continu-

ing his career in the English top flight.
“From a sporting point of view, one can

understand why he’s been dropped,” Hamann
told Bild on Saturday. “But questions can be
asked about the way all this has gone down.
“Schweinsteiger has to ask himself whether
he gave his all for his club last season.

“When you’re injured, maybe it’s not the
smartest move to walk around at whatever
tennis tournament. “I’d be amazed if he still
had a future in England.” —AFP

Schweinsteiger’s Man Utd exile baffles Neuer

ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE

Chelsea V West Ham United 22:00
beIN SPORTS 1 HD
beIN SPORTS 11 HD EN

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

GELSENKIRCHEN: Schalke’s Klaas-Jan Huntelaar , second left,  challenges for the ball
with Athletic Bilbao’s Aritz Aduriz, second right, during the test match between FC
Schalke 04  and Athletic Bilbao in  Gelsenkirchen, Germany, yesterday. —AP

Arsenal 3 - 4 Liverpool


