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RIO DE JANEIRO:  Monica Puig won Puerto Rico’s
first ever Olympic gold medal on Saturday when she
defeated Germany’s Angelique Kerber 6-4, 4-6, 6-1 in
the women’s tennis singles final.

The 22-year-old Florida-based Puig defied her
ranking of 34 to get the better of the world number
two and Australian Open champion on the back of a
sizzling 54 winners.

Puig, who also knocked out French Open champi-
on Garbine Muguruza in the quarter-finals, is the first
woman from the Caribbean island to win a medal of
any sort.

Before her golden breakthrough, Puerto Rico had
won just eight Olympic medals, two silver and six
bronze. Six of that total had come in boxing.

Victory for Puig came in a dramatic seventh game
of the final set when she saved six break points
before taking gold on a fourth match point when a
Kerber forehand sailed wide.

“Oh my God,” she screamed before breaking down
in floods of tears and parading her national flag
around centre court. “It’s amazing. My country appre-
ciates this and I give this victory to them.  The way I
did it, I wouldn’t want it any other way,” said Puig
who has lived in Florida for most of her life.

“There was a lot of relief and tension. The ball
which went out seemed to be moving really, really
slowly. I wished it had sped up a bit more.”

“I got better as the tournament went on, got
stronger and faster. The crowd kept telling me, ‘yes,
you can’, ‘yes, you can’ and I told myself ‘yes, I can’,
‘yes, I can. “I can’t believe what I have achieved. It’s
one of my biggest dreams.”

BACK INJURY 
Kerber had cruised into the final without drop-

ping a set as the second seed aimed to emulate Steffi
Graf who was Germany’s last champion at the 1988.

However, her perfect record in Rio ended when
Puig grabbed the first set against a suddenly lacklus-
tre looking German who required treatment on a
back injury between sets.

Her medical timeout worked wonders as she
broke in the first game of the second set.

Puig retrieved the damage in the eighth game but
she faltered when she had the chance to serve for a
5-4 lead. Kerber, 28, levelled the final in the 10th
game but needed four set points to get the job done.

That set the foundation for the thrilling decider
where Puig raced into a 5-0 lead before having to
suffer for her place in history during a marathon sev-
enth game.

“She deserved to win,” said Kerber, a Wimbledon
finalist last month. “It’s not the medal I wanted but
it’s still a silver. She was hitting  everything, she
played a great match. “It’s still a special feeling. I am
having the best year of my career.” On Friday, after
beating two-time Wimbledon champion Petra
Kvitova in the semi-finals, Puig had vowed to win
gold and bring some light relief to Puerto Rico.

The US territory is buried under some $70 billion
in debt. There is also a growing concern over the Zika
virus, which has spread quickly through the island.

In July, US health officials reported that as many
as 50 pregnant women per day have been infected,
raising the risk of birth defects.

Before London in 2012, all of the island’s Olympic
medals had come in boxing. Four years ago, Jaime
Espinal won a wrestling silver while 400m hurdler
Javier Culson took home a bronze.

Meanwhile, Kvitova won the bronze medal play-
off by defeating American seventh seed Madison
Keys 7-5, 2-6, 6-2.

In an untidy clash, the two women hit a combined
87 unforced errors while Keys’s challenge was
undone by only converting two of her 10 break
points. —AFP

Tearful Puig wins 
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first ever gold

RIO DE JANEIRO: Michael Phelps brought
the curtain down on one of sport’s most
storied careers with a dynamite relay swim
to give himself 23 Olympic gold medals
and declared it a perfect finale.

The American, far and away the most
decorated athlete in Olympic history, fin-
ished with five golds and a silver in Rio
after signing off in dramatic style, coming
to the rescue in the 4x100m medley final.

Turning back the clock in his fifth and
final Games, Phelps produced a blistering
third leg of butterfly to restore his team’s
lead and tee up victory after Britain’s Adam
Peaty had threatened to gatecrash his par-
ty. “Getting off the bus and walking to the
pool tonight, I pretty much felt myself start-
ing to crack,” confessed Phelps.

“Last warm-up, last time putting on a
suit, last time walking out in front of peo-
ple, representing my country-it’s insane, a
lot better than it was four years ago,” added
the 31-year-old, who retired after the 2012
London Games before returning for one
last hurrah. “This is how I wanted to finish
my career. I’ve lived a dream come true. 

Being able to cap it off with these
Games is just the perfect way to finish.”

The hullabaloo over the Phelps’s
farewell overshadowed the achievement of
the women’s 4x100m medley relayers as
they captured their country ’s 1,000th
Olympic medal, according to the United
States Olympic committee.

The country’s first medal dates back to
1896, when James Connolly won triple
jump gold. Even that statistic seemed to
pale against the irrepressible Phelps-and
likewise Ryan Murphy’s leadoff backstroke
leg, which set a new 100m world record of
51.85. “No matter what country you swim
for you’re indebted to Michael Phelps,” said
Murphy after winning his third Rio gold.
“He’s opened a lot of doors for all of us. It
was awesome to be in that race with him.”

Nathan Adrian brought the Americans
home to preserve their unbeaten Olympic
record in the event and give them a 16th
swimming gold from 32 events for the
week, matching their haul in London four

years ago. An Olympic record time of
3:27.95 was lost in the emotion after the
race as Phelps tearfully saluted the crowd
while his beauty queen fiancee Nicole
Johnson looked on sobbing as she cradled
baby son Boomer.

Icing on the cake 
Britain took silver, thanks largely to a

breaststroke leg from Peaty that was quick-
er than the world record he set to win indi-
vidual gold, but won’t count as it came in
the middle of a relay. Australia claimed
bronze, but the memory of sharing the
pool with Phelps in his final race could last
longer than the glow of their relay gongs.

The women’s quartet of Kathleen Baker,
Lilly King, Simone Manuel and Dana
Vollmer made history, but were made to

work. The Americans, who failed to medal
at last year’s world championships, had
looked in peril when two-time doping vio-
lator Yulia Efimova gave Russia the lead on
the breaststroke.

But Vollmer’s butterfly averted a crisis
and Manuel brought them home in 3:53.13
almost two seconds ahead of Australia with
Denmark taking bronze.

“A 1,000th gold for team USA is a nice
number,” said Manuel. “It’s really special.
Just sharing that with three other women,
it’s the icing on top of the cake.”

Pernille Blume, who swam Denmark’s
anchor leg, earlier won gold in the women’s
50m free, inflicting more heartbreak on
Australia’s Cate Campbell after her 100m
flop. Blume won in 24.07 with Manuel
adding silver to her surprise 100m gold

with a time of 24.09 and Aliaksandra
Herasimenia of Belarus, the London runner-
up previously banned for doping, taking
bronze. 

“It ’s possibly the greatest choke in
Olympic history,” said 100m world record
holder Cate, who finished fifth.  “It hurts. I
almost needed someone to give me a
Heimlich manoeuvre a couple of nights
ago.” Campbell returned around 20 minutes
later for the 4x100 medley relay but despite
a fine anchor leg could not prevent the
United States retaining their Olympic title.

World champion Gregorio Paltrinieri
blazed to gold in the men’s 1,500m in the
absence of defending champion Sun Yang,
who crushed out in the heats blaming a
cold, the Italian smashing a quality field to
win in 14:34.57. — AFP
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SWIMMING

Gold Silver Bronze Total
United States 24 18 18 60
China 13 11 17 41
Britain 10 13 7 30
Germany 8 5 3 16
Japan 7 3 14 24
Russia 6 9 8 23
Australia 6 7 9 22
Italy 6 7 5 18
South Korea 6 3 4 13
France 5 8 5 18
Hungary 5 3 3 11
Netherlands 3 2 3 8
Spain 3 0 2 5
New Zealand 2 6 0 8
Canada 2 2 8 12
Kazakhstan 2 2 3 7
Belgium 2 1 1 4
Thailand 2 1 1 4
Croatia 2 1 0 3
Switzerland 2 0 1 3
Iran 2 0 0 2
Sweden 1 3 1 5
Denmark 1 2 3 6
North Korea 1 2 2 5
Belarus 1 2 1 4
Brazil 1 1 2 4
Poland 1 1 2 4
Romania 1 1 2 4
Slovenia 1 1 1 3
Colombia 1 1 0 2
Slovakia 1 1 0 2
Vietnam 1 1 0 2
Czech Republic 1 0 4 5
Chinese Taipei 1 0 2 3
Ethiopia 1 0 2 3
Neutral Olympic 1 0 1 2
Greece 1 0 1 2
Jamaica 1 0 1 2
Argentina 1 0 0 1
Fiji 1 0 0 1
Kosovo 1 0 0 1
Puerto Rico 1 0 0 1
Singapore 1 0 0 1
South Africa 0 5 1 6
Ukraine 0 3 1 4
Azerbaijan 0 2 0 2
Indonesia 0 2 0 2
Kenya 0 2 0 2
Cuba 0 1 2 3
Lithuania 0 1 2 3
Georgia 0 1 1 2
Ireland 0 1 0 1
Malaysia 0 1 0 1
Mongolia 0 1 0 1
Philippines 0 1 0 1
Turkey 0 1 0 1
Uzbekistan 0 0 3 3
Egypt 0 0 2 2
Israel 0 0 2 2
Norway 0 0 2 2
Estonia 0 0 1 1
Kyrgyzstan 0 0 1 1
Portugal 0 0 1 1
Tunisia 0 0 1 1
Utd Arab Emirates 0 0 1 1

RIO DE JANEIRO: Rio Olympics medals table:
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RIO DE JANEIRO: Puerto Rico’s Monica Puig
reacts after winning her women’s singles final
tennis match against Germany’s Angelique
Kerber at the Olympic Tennis Centre of the Rio
2016 Olympic Games in Rio de Janeiro on
Saturday. — AFP 

RIO DE JANEIRO: Britain’s Mo Farah shrugged off an
early fall to cement his place in the pantheon of dis-
tance greats by retaining his Olympic 10,000 metres
title with a blistering final lap on Saturday.

Farah ran a superb tactical race before obliterating
the opposition in the final stretch to became the first
British runner to win three Olympic titles. He is now
the favourite to add a fourth in the 5,000m next week.

Should the 33-year-old manage it he would emu-
late Finnish great Lasse Viren, currently the only man
to complete the distance “double double”, by retain-
ing the Olympic 5,000 and 10,000m titles.

He has already achieved the feat in the world
championships, with three in a row in the 5,000m and
two over 10,000m.

“This medal means so much to me,” said Farah, who
dedicated the victory to his oldest daughter Rhianna.
“It’s nice to be able to be recognised as one of the
best guys in the world.”

The second half of the race was a masterclass in
distance running by Farah, who was accidentally
tripped with 16 laps to go by American training part-
ner Galen Rupp but picked himself up and surged
through the field to claim victory in 27 minutes 5.17
seconds.

“I got emotional because you put so much work in
and in one moment it’s gone,” said Farah, who added
his daughter was also in his thoughts after falling.

“In my mind, I was like ‘I can’t let her down’.”

‘GREAT ATHLETE’
All of Farah’s championship victories have come in

a similar style, where he tracks his usually Kenyan and
Ethiopian rivals before hammering a last lap and kick-
ing in the last 200 metres.

It again played into his hands when none of his
rivals seemed willing to set a pace that might have
drawn his sting, even after his fall.

As the pace increased in the final laps and the lead-
ing bunch lost numbers, the race finally descended
into a winner-takes-all dash for gold between Farah
and Kenya’s Paul Tanui, with the composed Briton
always looking favourite to come out on top.

Once again Farah relied on his finishing kick to out-
sprint Tanui and crossed the line with his hands
placed on top of his head in his signature “Mobot”
pose.

Tanui, who has won two world championship
bronze medals over 10,000 had to settle for silver,
with Ethiopia’s Tamirat Tola getting bronze.

“I thought going into the race an Olympic record
could have been broken. We started out pretty fast
but that pace wasn’t kept along the way and it didn’t
end up happening,” Tola said.

“Mo Farah is obviously a great athlete.” Having not
lost a competitive Olympic or world championship
race since 2011, Farah said he must remain on his toes
if he wants remain at the top.

“It’s never an easiest thing when you know you’ve
got a target on your back,” Farah said. The 33-year-old

added that to be mentioned in the same breath as
Ethiopian greats Kenenisa Bekele and Haile
Gebrselassie, who have four 10,000m Olympic gold
medals between them, was an honour.

“It feels amazing to make history and to be along
with Kenenisa and Haile,” he said.  — Reuters

Britain’s Farah roars 

to another 10,000m title

RIO DE JANEIRO: Nathan Adrian, Michael Phelps, Ryan Murphy, and Cody Miller hold a banner during the victory lap after win-
ning gold in the men’s 4 x 100-meter medley relay final during the swimming competitions at the 2016 Summer Olympics, yes-
terday, in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. — AP

RIO DE JANEIRO: Britain’s Mo Farah celebrates after he
won the Men’s 10,000m during the athletics event at
the Rio 2016 Olympic Games at the Olympic Stadium in
Rio de Janeiro on Saturday. — AFP
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