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SEOUL: South Korea plans to review if there
was any negligence in the government’s han-
dling of sick workers’ inquiries about work-
place toxins, after an Associated Press investi-
gation found the government repeatedly
withheld such information following requests
from Samsung.

Ko Dong-woo, a director at the Labor
Ministry, said Friday that the ministry took the
AP report seriously and would ensure officials
properly evaluate information requests from
workers seeking government compensation
for work-related illnesses.

“We take the news report seriously,” Ko
said. The AP reported Wednesday that in
workers’ compensation cases involving at
least 10 former Samsung Electronics Co. semi-
conductor and display plant workers with var-
ious diseases, regulators allowed Samsung to
use trade-secrets concerns to block release of
information about exposure to toxins. It is
almost impossible to gain compensation
without such data.

Samsung, by far South Korea’s biggest
employer, said Wednesday in response to AP’s

report, “The claim that Samsung Electronics
intentionally blocked workers from accessing
chemical information pertaining to workplace
health and safety, or illegally prevented the
disclosure of such information, is not true.” The
company did not immediately respond to a
request for comment on the government offi-
cial’s statement.

South Korea law bars governments and
public agencies from withholding corporate
information needed “to protect the lives,
physical safety, and health” of individuals on
trade-secrets grounds, but there are no penal-
ties for violations. Government officials openly
say corporate interests take priority, that eval-
uating trade-secrets claims is difficult, and
that they fear being sued for sharing data
against a company’s will.

Earlier, one official described Samsung as
his “client” to the AP. He said keeping its trade
secrets was “about trust.” Describing the com-
pany as the government’s “client” could cause
misunderstanding, Ko said, without further
elaborating on what he meant by misunder-
standing. In a separate response to the AP

report, a South Korean legislator said that there
were other cases where the labor ministry did
not evaluate Samsung’s trade secrets, obscur-
ing information about workplace hazards.

Kang Byungwon of the main opposition
Minjoo Party said that when the labor min-
istry investigated workplace safety at a
Samsung chip factory after a deadly accident
in 2013, many of the findings were not dis-
closed to lawmakers, on grounds of protect-
ing trade secrets. “The problem was that even
the labor ministry did not know what those
trade secrets were. That means that the min-
istry did not really evaluate the workplace
hazards,” Kang said in an emailed statement.
“What we learned from the investigation was
that rather than protecting workers’ health,
Samsung Electronics seemed more interested
in meeting the minimum legal requirements.”

Kang said that South Korean legislators are
considering proposing an approval system for
trade secrets so that experts must judge
whether there are legitimate reasons to with-
hold information about chemical substances
as trade secrets. — AP

South Korea to review toxins data disclosure process

INDIA: Villagers gather after Indian forest officials and wildlife conservationists caught a baby Rhino that strayed into an adjacent village fol-
lowing floods at the Kaziranga National Park, on Thursday, July 28, 2016. — AP

NEW DELHI: A fully grown Indian elephant that
washed up in a swamp in Bangladesh after
being caught up in raging floodwaters has
become a jumbo problem for wildlife officials on
both sides of the border.

Floodwaters carried the male elephant thou-
sands of kilometers (miles) from upstream India
before he became trapped in a swamp in
Bangladesh’s Jamalpur district some three
weeks ago. Tapan Kumar Dey, a retired forest
conservator who was overseeing the rescue
efforts, said wildlife workers tranquilized the
elephant Sunday to bring him closer to a high-
way to truck it to a safari park outside Dhaka,
Bangladesh’s capital. 

Indian wildlife authorities abandoned a plan
to send the elephant back to India because he
was unlikely to be welcomed by his herd in the
hilly forests of the remote northeastern state of

Assam. They then agreed to let him be trans-
ferred to the park.

Heavy downpours have flooded vast swaths
of eastern India since monsoon rains began in
June. Dey said wildlife experts were experiment-
ing with tranquilization dosages because they
wanted to make the transfer to the truck go
smoothly. The swampy area where the elephant,
whose age was not clear, was found was a few
kilometers (miles) from the highway.

Forest guards and wardens used smaller dos-
es of the tranquilizer and chains and iron hooks
to get the elephant to start moving, Dey said.
Wildlife authorities plan to use at least two
domesticated elephants to help lead the way.
“We plan to use some elephants to encourage it
to walk with them toward the main highway,”
Dey said.

The elephant appeared to be in good condi-

tion, although when forest guards found him, he
was dehydrated after being stuck in the swamp
for days, Dey said. “Now our challenge is to bring
it to the main highway, which is a few kilometers
away,” he said. “From there, we will take it to the
safari park on Monday.”

Indian wildlife experts had visited the scene
and agreed with Bangladesh’s proposal to trans-
fer the elephant to the Bangabandhu Safari Park,
50 kilometers (32 miles) north of Dhaka. But
another problem that wildlife wardens were fac-
ing was controlling the hundreds of people who
have gathered to watch the rescue efforts, Dey
said. Local villagers have named the elephant
“Bangabahadur,” or “Hero of Bengal.”

On Saturday and yesterday, security officials
had to be deployed to hold back curious vil-
lagers and keep them from hooting and cheer-
ing, which could disturb the elephant. —AP

Bangladesh tries to move 
stranded elephant to safari park

SEOUL: In this April 22, 2016 photo, a protester sits in front of the boards show-
ing portraits and names of victims of former Samsung semiconductor and LCD
factories workers during a rally against the Samsung’s response to the former
company employees’ health problems outside Samsung buildings. — AP

NEW YORK: Gay, lesbian and bisexual
high school students are far more
likely than their classmates to be
raped or assaulted in a dating situa-
tion, according to the first national
survey of its kind. The research also
found gay teens were far more likely
to have attempted suicide, taken ille-
gal drugs and engaged in other risky
behaviors. 

The finding echoes results of
smaller surveys and findings from
advocacy groups, but it is the first
government survey to look at the
issues across the entire country. For
years, advocacy groups have been
saying gay and lesbian kids are more
often bullied, ostracized and at high
risk for many other problems. But ear-
lier research by the government was
limited to a small number of states
and cities. The new survey includes
students in rural areas and other parts
of the US.

“This is the first time we can say
that nationwide these are consistent
challenges faced by lesbian, gay and
bi- youth,” said David W. Bond of The
Trevor Project, a national suicide-
prevention organization focused on
gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgen-
der youth.

Shontay Richardson says the sur-
vey reflects her experience in high
school. “There’s of course the physical
bullying, but also the emotional bully-
ing that takes place,” she said. Now 24
and a graduate student at Purchase
College in suburban New York, she
says she was lesbian but tried to hide
it from her classmates. Still, she was
seen as different. She was ostracized

by her classmates and sexually
assaulted by a boy she knew, she said.

The research results are based on
responses from about 15,600 stu-
dents to an anonymous survey con-
ducted last year by the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention. The
CDC released the report Thursday.

Of the survey participants, about 2
percent said they were gay or lesbian,
6 percent said they were bisexual and
3 percent said they weren’t sure of
their sexual identity. That suggests
that of the 16 million students who
attended public and private high
schools last year, roughly 321,000
were gay or lesbian and 964,000 were
bisexual, CDC officials said.

Among the findings:
Nearly 1 in 5 of the gay, lesbian

and bisexual students said they’d
been raped at some point in their
lives, compared to 1 in 20 heterosexu-
al students. Nearly 1 in 5 who had
gone out with someone in the past
year said their date had hit them,
slammed them against a wall, or com-
mitted some other form of physical
violence. That was more than twice
what straight kids reported. 

About 1 in 3 said they had been
bullied at school, while 1 in 5 straight
kids had. More than 1 in 10 said
they’d missed school the past month
because of safety concerns. Less than
1 in 20 heterosexual kids reported
that. More than 1 in 4 said they has
attempted suicide in the previous 12
months. In contrast, about 1 in 16
straight kids reported recent suicide
attempts. — AP

Gay high school students 
raped, attacked far more often
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ANGLADE, FRANCE: The sight of a large,
lumbering horse pulling a plough through
a vineyard may seem like a time warp, but
hundreds of French winegrowers have
returned to the centuries-old practice. “It’s
a picture postcard image,” said oenologist
Gilles de Revel, adding that the renaissance
took off about 10 years ago with many
vineyards looking to burnish their brands.

Using draught horses is a “strong new
trend along with organic winegrowing”,
said De Revel, the dean of the oenology
faculty at the Institute of Vine and Wine
Sciences at the University of Bordeaux. But
one Bordeaux vintner, Dominique Leandre-
Chevalier, “was really a pioneer” in the
revival, De Revel said, noting that he rein-
troduced horses soon after inheriting his
father’s vineyard back in 1985.

The vineyard and its Chateau Le
Queyroux dates to 1895, a time when all
winegrowers were still using horses as they
had since the 16th century. It lies by the
Gironde River estuary near the town of
Anglade, across from the renowned Medoc
region, and includes land on Patiras island
in the middle of the waterway-his horses
are loaded onto a barge to reach the spit.

After his father died in an accident at
the winery, Leandre-Chevalier decided to
revive the old tradition, or as he told AFP,
“to reappropriate my ancestors’ know-how”.
The main advantage is that horses have a
much lighter “footprint” than tractors, so
they compact the ground much less.
“There’s not a lot of science in it,” said De
Revel. “There’s less compacting, so that the
soil is allowed to breathe.” Leandre-
Chevalier, 53, concentrates his efforts on
three hectares (7.5 acres) of land, just a
quarter of the original family estate.

He also decided to concentrate his

vines, replanting them at 10 times the den-
sity-fitting in up to 33,000 plants per
hectare compared with 3,500 previously.
Many grand crus have densities of around
11,000 plants per hectare. “It’s what was
done in past centuries, with few clusters on
each plant, just two or three-to conserve
the stock’s energy,” says Leandre-Chevalier,
who produces 66,000 bottles of red, white
and rose wines a year.

While he set about replanting vines, he
devised an original-and picturesque-layout
for one plot: concentric circles. Hundreds of
other French winegrowers, in Bordeaux as
well as Burgundy and the Loire Valley, have
embraced draught horses, using them for
some or all of their ploughing.

In the Loire winegrowing region of
Chinon, British vintner Fiona Beeston
hires a mare named Isis to plough her
Clos des Capucins vineyard, two plots
totalling a little less than three hectares
that she bought in 2010 and 2012. The
tranquility of using a horse instead of a
tractor “was a real discovery for me,” she
told AFP by telephone. 

Behind the plough, “you are a long way
off from the horse’s ears... but all you have
to do is whisper ‘a gauche, un pas arriere’ (to
the left, one step back), and she hears it all
and does it instantly and with tremendous
gentleness.” 

The 60-year-old winegrower said that
apart from the problem of compacted soil,
tractors hurt the vines’ roots with their
vibrations, shortening the life of the plants.
“And the horse doesn’t break down,” she
added with a laugh. Even some grand crus
have embraced horses at least for part of
their domains, including the Chateau Latour
in Pauillac, across the estuary from Leandre-
Chevalier’s operation. — AFP
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vineyards revive

horse-drawn ploughs

ANGLADE, FRANCE: A worker plows French winemaker Dominique Leandre-
Chevalier’s young vineyard on the Patiras island on July 20, 2016. — AFP

BEREZNIKI, RUSSIA: While fears of the
Zika virus have kept some people away
from the Olympics in Rio de Janeiro, for res-
idents of one Russian town the more mos-
quito bites the better.

At this weekend’s Russian Mosquito
Festival in the town of Berezniki, 9-year-old
Irina Ilyukhina won the “tastiest girl” cate-
gory with 43 bites to show for going berry-
picking in the forest with her mother. She
was awarded a ceramic cup in recognition
of the welts all over her legs.

Unusually hot and dry weather in the

Ural Mountains town, however, has greatly
depleted the number of mosquitoes this
year. Festival organizers had to cancel the
traditional mosquito hunt, where partici-
pants try to collect as many of the insects
as possible in jars.

The heat also had Yana Solyarskaya
sweltering in her mosquito costume as she
led some of the dancing at the festival, now
in its fourth year. Russia has detected only a
few Zika cases, all  in people who are
believed to have been infected in areas
overseas where the virus has spread. — AP

At the Russian Mosquito Festival, 
the more bites the better

BEREZNIKI, RUSSIA: In this frame grab provided by the APTN a woman dressed as a mosqui-
to enjoys with others a yesterday, during the Russia Mosquito Festival. — AP


