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 Soccer’s Crystal 
Dunn talks with 
Long Island kids

We met Crystal Dunn from the United States 
Women’s National Team; we went into the interview 
nervous, but as soon as we sat down to talk with Crys-
tal, she made us feel comfortable and our nervousness 
went away.

Crystal even had questions for us about soccer and 
what type of music we listen to. After the interview we 
took a bunch of photos with Crystal, Carli Lloyd and 
Becky Sauerbrunn. We left the house where the inter-
views were being held and headed to the soccer field 
to watch the team warm up.

Standing there in the snow — up in Connecticut, 
just outside Hartford — we could see the dedication 
that these players put into playing soccer for their ca-
reer. It was such an amazing opportunity to be able to 
meet a few of the U.S. Women’s Soccer players and 
to interview Crystal Dunn. We had an amazing experi-
ence that neither of us will forget. Attending the inter-
view was an inspiring, fun-filled, once-in-a-lifetime 
experience. All three players that we met were very 
nice and intelligent, and had no problem socializing 
with us. It was very cool to see that Crystal Dunn, who 
grew up in Rockville Centre, went to South Side High 
School and then onto the University of North Carolina. 
When she is not playing for the USWNT, she is one of 
the star players for the Washington Spirit.

— Julia Fortunato and Ruby Tirone are
Kidsday (Newsday) reporters

ATHLETE SPOTLIGHT

U.S. forward Crystal Dunn (16) keeps the ball 
away from a tackle by Puerto Rico midfi elder 
Annie Lee Mendez (11) during an Olympic 
qualifying match. (Jae S. Lee/Dallas Morning News)
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Should you room 
with a high school 
friend in college?

Yes, familiarity is important
College is a new beginning, but that doesn’t mean you 

have to break off all ties you have with friends you’ve 
known all your life. Whether it’s your elementary school 
buddy or high school best friend, you’ve spent years getting 
to know this person, inside and out. You’ve learned some of 
their most unique quirks and habits simply from observing 
them over time. Their daily routines and moral values are 
familiar to you. When choosing a roommate, the importance 
of this familiarity cannot be emphasized enough.

While it may be fun to make a new friend by choosing 
a random roommate, it is risky. Would you allow a ran-
dom person to live with you in your house now without 
knowing anything about them except their basic informa-
tion? A lot of colleges offer surveys that pair roommates 
together based on similar personal qualities and prefer-
ences, but a simple questionnaire isn’t reliable enough to 
make a perfect roommate match, since people can lie or 
exaggerate their responses.

Your roommate is going to shape a large part of your 
college experience, so it’s crucial to know a lot about 
the person before deciding. After a long day of classes, 
your roommate will be the one that you return to in 
your dorm. He or she will be the one to witness your 
homesickness and mental breakdowns over homework. 
There must also be a sense of security that your room-
mate won’t take or use any of your belongings when 
you aren’t in the dorm. The only way to ensure this is to 
choose someone you already know as your roommate. 
- Amy Tan

VOICES

Your roommate is going to shape a large part of your college experience, so it’s crucial to know a lot about 
the person before deciding. 

“Soccer was the first sport that my par-
ents put me in, and ultimately, all the 
parents kind of came over to my mom 
and were, ‘We think Channing would 
be better at football. We love him, he’s 
really great, but he’s kind of hurting 
our children.’ I was just a little wild.”
— Channing Tatum

Amy Tan and Catalina DeLaPena are correspondents for The Mash, Chicago Tribune’s newspaper 
and website written for teens, by teens

No, make new friends
Depending on how you look at it, college is a fresh 

start. It’s the time where you discover yourself and 
find out where your life is headed. You could possibly 
meet your future spouse or finally discover that long-
awaited passion you just couldn’t seem to find in high 
school.

Whether you decide to live on campus or off, 
roommates are a large part of your college experience. 
When attending a school with your bestie or good 
friend, you’re already entering a new environment 
with someone you’re comfortable with. Trust me, I’ve 
attended many summer camps where I’ve roomed 
with someone I’ve previously known and regretted it.

Now, I’m not saying you shouldn’t room with 
someone you know. If I went to the same college as 
my best friend I’d die if I were roomies with them, 
and being roommates with someone is an intimate 
experience that you wouldn’t want to share with just 
anyone. I mean, this person will most likely see you at 
your best and worst.

My point is that it never hurts to room with 
someone new. You would still have your friend 
and maybe have a new one! Living in a room with 
someone can force you into situations that you might 
normally not be in; for instance, sharing common 
dislikes for small beds and ugly wall colors. Hey, 
you never know: You may just end your fresh-
men year of college with a really good friend. That 
sounds like a win-win to me. - Catalina DeLaPena

Project: Up periscope
1. Unfold both boxes and care-

fully remove the metal or plastic 
cutting 
strip. Cut 
the tabs 

from each box, except for one: on 
the right side, keep the second tab 
down from the top, as shown. Set 
two of the removed tabs aside.

2. Tape the two boxes together 
as shown with the ends overlap-
ping about a 1/4 inch. Tape the 
seam on the other side as well.

3. With the glue stick, adhere 
the wrapping paper to the printed 
side of the boxes.

4. Use a craft knife to cut a 
2-inch square window beside 
each tab, about a 1/4 inch in from 
the sides. With glue dots, secure 
the mirrors to the centers of the 
tabs.

5. Tape one of the removed 
cardboard tabs to the back of each 
mirror tab, overlapping them to 
extend the tab’s length by 1 inch. 
Tuck in the mirrored tabs as you 
fold up the periscope. Use glue 
dots to secure the overlapping 
edges. Position the mirrored tabs 
inside the periscope at about a 45° 
angle. Adjust the tabs to get the 
best possible view, then tape them 
in place.

YOU WILL NEED

wrap boxes

mirrors


