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KUWAIT: Kuwait Times Editor-in-Chief Abd Al-Rahman Al-Alyan met yesterday with
US Embassy Press Attaché Heather Ward and Press and Media Specialist Rasha
Budeiri to discuss areas of continued cooperation. —Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

KUWAIT: The Cabinet hailed a pair of Kuwaiti
athletes for their historic achievements in the
ongoing 2016 Olympic games held in the
Brazilian city of Rio de Janeiro. Veteran shooter
Feheid Al-Deehani snagged the gold medal in
the double-trap competition, while his com-
patriot shooter Abdullah Al-Rashidi bagged
the bronze in the skeet competition, sporting
feats the Cabinet described as unprecedented.

Moreover, the Cabinet also extolled the
per formances of  other  nat ional  athletes
including Saud Habib, Khaled Al-Mudhaf,
Abdulrahman Al-Faihan,  Ahmad Al-Afasi ,
Abdulaziz Al-Shatti, Fay Al-Issa and Abbas Qali.
The Cabinet noted that these athletes over-
came insurmountable obstacles thrust upon
them, proving that Kuwaitis can rise to the
occasion.

Security achievement
During its weekly session held at Bayan

Palace yesterday under the chairmanship
of His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh
Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, the
Cabinet expressed gratitude and apprecia-
tion for the interior and custom security
personnel for foiling recent bids to smug-

gle  huge amounts  of  narcot ics  into  the
country.

In a statement after the session, Minister of
State for Cabinet Affairs Sheikh Mohammad
Abdullah Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah stated that the
Council of Ministers expressed satisfaction and
admiration for the sincere efforts, exerted by
the personnel of the Ministry of Interior and
Kuwait General Administration of Customs in
combating drugs, sparing the country such
deadly scourge and protecting the Kuwaiti
society of annihilating consequences.

The ministers were briefed by the Minister
of Interior Sheikh Mohammad Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah about the operation that
resulted in seizing and confiscating 1.5 million
captagon pills, concealed in two tankers laden
with coal, affirming that the national security
authorities are capable of confronting “anyone
who may think of undermining security and
safety of the people of Kuwait.”

The Cabinet prayed to His Almighty to safe-
guard the “dear homeland and the people of
Kuwait of such perils.” The Kuwaiti security
authorities have recently busted a wave of bids
to smuggle narcotics into the country that drew
much alarm from the concerned authorities.

Helicopters deal
The ministers were also briefed by the Deputy

Prime Minister and Defense Minister, Sheikh
Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah, about the recent visit
paid to the country by the French Defense
Minister, Jean-Yves Le Drian, during which means
of boosting military cooperation were discussed.
Le Drian’s visit capped with inking a major deal
according to which Kuwait would buy up to 30
formidable military helicopters from Paris.

Moreover, the executives were informed
about a recommendation by the legal affairs
panel regarding the draft treaty with Tunisia for
military cooperation, another proposed accord
with Switzerland on hosting citizens “without
consent” of relevant authorities. The Cabinet
blessed the two bills and referred them to His
Highness the Amir, pending submission to the
parliament.

The Cabinet tackled other various issues
namely a recommendation to approve a draft
commercial accord with Malaysia, a MoU for
spor ts cooperation with I raq, a proposed
accord for cooperation in agriculture with
Albania and a fourth for custom cooperation
with Iran. They approved and referred to His
Highness the Amir. —KUNA
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KUWAIT: As part of moves towards imple-
menting the Cabinet’s decision to invest in
and manage Jaber Hospital, talks are head-
ing towards an agreement with a British
company, as chances of American and
French companies are fading. Sources said
the Kuwait Investment Authority, Finance
Ministry, Fatwa and Legislation
Department and the Secretariat General of
the Supreme Planning Council, who were
asked by the Cabinet to study the proposal,
have agreed on the British company and
the final decision may be announced in
September. Jaber Hospital will be affiliated
to the Mubarak Al-Kabeer health zone.

Jaber Hospital is considered the largest
hospital in the Middle East with a total of
1,168 beds. The hospital also has three heli-
pads, a parking lot with a 5,000 car capacity
in addition to 50 ambulances. It also has a

protective shelter. The hospital covers an
area of 220 meters squared with a con-
struction area reaching 725 meters
squared. The minister said the hospital is
considered an integrated health center.

It has five towers of patient rooms at a
height of nine floors and each tower can be
expanded in the future. He added that the
hospital has eight entrances, 150 elevators,
a catastrophe center which is considered
the first of its kind in Kuwait in addition to a
medical mall that is one kilometer long,
containing various shops and resting areas
for patients and visitors.

Works to build the Jaber Hospital start-
ed in 2009 as Kuwait looked to expand its
free-of-charge medical services provided to
Kuwaiti citizens at its overcrowded public
hospitals that are accessed by both Kuwaiti
and expatriate patients. The hospital is slat-
ed to open before the end of the year, the
health ministry said earlier this year.

British company to
run Jaber Hospital

KUWAIT: This file photo shows the Jaber Hospital under construction. —KUNA

KUWAIT: Minister of Social Affairs and Labor
and Minister of State for Planning and
Development Dr Hind Al-Subaih studied vari-
ous strategies to eliminate any impediments
that could encumber development projects in
the country.

Subaih, who is also the Acting Minister of

Commerce and Industry, met with National Fund
for Small and Medium Enterprise Development
(SME) officials to examine ways to encourage
youth to translate their ideas into special proj-
ects, a statement by SME noted.

Moreover, SME’s Chairman Mohammad Al-
Zhair said that the meeting tackled future plans

germane to an agreement signed with Kuwait
Petroleum Corporation (KPC) regarding impend-
ing development projects. She was also briefed
on the works of the SME, which was formed in
April of 2013 with the task of ensuring an envi-
ronment conducive to entrepreneurship, the
statement added. —KUNA

Kuwait seeks to eliminate impediments
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KUWAIT: The National Bank of Kuwait
(NBK) presented Kuwait’s Olympic gold
medalist Fehaid Al-Deehani $100,000 in
cash, in appreciation of his historic win
in the double trap event at the 2016 Rio
Olympics.

NBK Group CEO Essam Al-Saqer said
that the reward is “just a simple expres-
sion of the bank’s appreciation of this
historic  achievement by the Kuwait i
Champion, who won his first gold medal
and proved that Kuwaiti athletes are able
to make such honorable achievements.”

D e e h a n i ’s  a c h i e ve m e n t  d e s e r ve s
appreciation as it sets an example of
the will to win and exerting all efforts
t o  a c h i e v e  t h a t  g o a l ,  w h i l e  a t  t h e
same time raising Kuwait’s name in an
international  arena as signif icant as
t h e  O l y m p i c s ,  h e  s a i d .  “ I  t a k e  t h i s
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  c o n g r a t u l a t e  H i s
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
A h m a d  A l -J a b e r  A l - S a b a h ,  a n d  H i s
H i g h n e s s  t h e  C r o w n  Pr i n c e  S h e i k h
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah on this his-
toric win,” Saqer concluded.

NBK rewards
Deehani $100,000

KUWAIT: Minister of Social Affairs and Labor and Minister of State for Planning and Development Dr Hind Al-Subaih meets with
National Fund for Small and Medium Enterprise Development officials. —KUNA

By Sajeev K Peter      

KUWAIT: Braving the scorching summer heat,
thousands of Indians gathered at the Indian
Embassy yesterday to celebrate India’s 70th
Independence Day. The celebrations got off to
solemn start with the unfurling of the national flag
by Ambassador Sunil Jain at 8:00 am followed by
the singing of the national anthem. 

The ambassador read out Indian President
Pranab Kumar Mukherjee’s address to the nation
on the occasion, tracing the growth and evolution
of the world’s largest democracy over the last sev-
en decades after its independence in 1947. The
ambassador emphasized that relations between
Kuwait and India have been historically close,
warm and friendly. He commended the contribu-
tion of the Indian community in Kuwait’s socioeco-
nomic development. On this auspicious occasion,
he extended his warm greetings to the members
of the ruling family and to all members of the
Indian community in Kuwait. The ambassador

highlighted several measures taken by the
embassy for the welfare of the community. 

India’s Minister of State for External Affairs Gen
V K Singh is scheduled to visit Kuwait next month,
the ambassador stated, adding that the visit will
further strengthen bilateral relations between the
two countries.  Talking to journalists later, the
ambassador informed that Kuwait’s Ministry of
Interior has extended approval for the repatriation

of around 70 domestic laborers who are housed
currently in the embassy’s shelter. “The embassy
has the approval to send them back to India and
the process will be completed as soon as possible,”
he said. 

“In the next phase, the embassy wants to send
back all Indian illegal residents living in Kuwait. The
embassy is seeking help from Kuwait’s Ministry of
Foreign Affairs in his regard,” Jain added. According
to one estimate, there are around 30,000 Indian ille-
gal residents currently living in Kuwait. Kuwait has
about 900,000 Indian nationals, working as busi-
nesspersons, doctors, engineers, chartered account-
ants, technicians in the oil and gas sector, construc-
tion workers, nurses, domestic workers, etc.  

The cultural programs included a musical per-
formance by the Bohra community and singing of
patriotic songs by various Indian cultural associa-
tions in Kuwait.  The presence of a large crowd rep-
resenting a cross-section of the largest expatriate
community in Kuwait reflected India’s rich ethnic,
linguistic, religious and cultural diversity. 
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KUWAIT: Indian Ambassador Sunil Jain attends the embassy’s
Independence Day celebration. —Photos by Joseph Shagra


