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KUWAIT: Kuwait showed no improvement at
all in its innovation standing according to the
rankings of 2016 Global Innovation Index (GII)
officially launched yesterday. The GII, produced
jointly by Cornell University, INSEAD and the
World Intellectual Property Organization
(WIPO) was launched yesterday at the United
Nations headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland.
The index report measures the performance of
128 countries and economies in the area of
innovation which represents the majority of
the global workforce and global GDP. 

The 2016 index is based on 82 sub-indices
which measure innovation through a variety of
factors including human capital and research,
infrastructure, institutions, market sophistica-
tion, investments and business sophistication,
knowledge and technology and creative out-
put. 

Kuwait ranked particularly poor in ease of
starting a business (120 out of 141 economies);
Gross expenditure on research and develop-
ment as a percentage of GDP (107/141); Gross
capital formation (132/141) and Business
sophistication (132/141). The state did score a
few so-called strengths including ease of pay-
ing taxes (11/141); Pupil-teacher ratio in sec-
ondary education (8/141); electricity output
(1/141) and FDI net outflows (8/141). 

In the Gulf Cooperation Council, the United
Arab Emirates ranked first, followed by Saudi
Arabia, Qatar, Bahrain, then Kuwait and Oman.
Kuwait earned an overall ranking of 77, the
same as its score for 2015. The top 10 coun-
tries, in order of ranking, for 2016: Switzerland,
Sweden, United Kingdom, United States of
America, Finland, Singapore, Ireland, Denmark,
Netherlands and Germany. 

Kuwait makes no
gains in innovation

77th out of 141 countries

By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: Workers, suppliers, subcontractors and
other staff working on a vital project in Kuwait
City have not received their salaries since the
past few months. Some of them have left the
project while others are trying to survive. This
case may affect the reputation of Kuwait and
some companies may lose interest in executing
projects in the state.

“It is very sad to see the workers asking for
their late salaries every day. I feel very embar-
rassed when facing these employees daily, and
the hardest situation was when one worker
came crying and wanted to kiss my feet to get
his salary, as he has two children. I promised to
pay him soon, but I do not know how if our
problem is not solved,” Ertan Bayraktar, director
of the subcontracting company of the project,
told Kuwait Times.

The project is a parking lot consisting of six
floors that can accommodate 2,600 vehicles. It is
owned by the Kuwait Municipality, which is in
charge to pay for the project to the main con-
tractor Eresco. Bayraktar claims that he has
already paid over KD 700,000 from his pocket
and has not received any of the four delayed
payments.

“We only received the down payment of the
contract - 10 percent of the project’s value -
which equals KD 483,000. The project should be
executed in 18 months, the first six for planning
and designing, and the other 12 for execution.
We started to work on the project according to
the plan and are still working on it, yet we
haven’t received any payment,” explained
Bayraktar.

According to him, the legal period to pay the
first payment was till May 4, 2015. “Since the first
eligible payment, we have not received any pay-

ments, and today we are entitled to four pay-
ments of a total value of KD 1.4 million. The last
of these payments should have been paid in Oct
2015. We tried to resolve the problem peacefully
with the Municipality, but we didn’t reach any
result. So within two weeks, we are going to file
a case at the court,” he said.

After this experience, Bayraktar cannot rec-
ommend working with Kuwaiti institutions.
“When asked about my experience working
here by the Turkish company that will be exe-
cuting the Kuwait airport project, I told them
ever ything about my problems with the
municipality. I think such experiences will put
off foreign companies from executing projects
in Kuwait. Also, I really feel sorry as this was an
important project in this location, which is
notorious for a great shortage of parking
spaces that our project would resolve,” he con-
cluded.

Major project workers
not paid for months
Company yet to receive down payment

Homeowner
warned to remove

telecom tower
By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: The Jahra municipality emergency
team warned a house owner and asked him to
remove a telecommunication tower on top of
his house and gave him one week to do so. They
said the municipality will remove the tower,
which was erected illegally, if he does not.
Surrounding houses’ owners asked the munici-
pality to take action because the tower is dan-
gerous, and the municipality acted accordingly.

Hospital fire
Smoke and odor at Razi Hospital prompted

officials to call the fire department. Industrial
Shuwaikh and Sulaibkhat fire centers respond-
ed. There was no fire, and the smell was due to
faulty wiring in the air-conditioning system.
Technicians dealt with the problem. Separately,
a fire broke out in the basement of a house in
Andalus, and Sulaibkhat fire center responded.
The fire was in car spare parts and paints store. It
was put out without injuries.

Road project
Farwaniya municipality emergency team

removed obstacles in Andalus and Nahda near
Fifth Ring Road to hand over the site to the min-
istry of public works to develop the road. Boats,
cars, trees, fences and gypsum are among the
things removed.

Dead woman
found in Jaber

Al-Ahmad
By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: A woman was found dead outside a building
under construction in Jaber Al-Ahmad yesterday.
Paramedics and police rushed to the scene after receiving
an emergency call reporting that a dead body was found
wrapped in a blanket. The victim was pronounced dead on
the scene, and the body was then taken to the coroner. An
investigation was opened to identify the woman and reveal
the circumstances behind her death.

Fake office
The Relations and Security Information Department at

the Interior Ministry said residency detectives busted an
Ethiopian gang of 28 persons running a bogus domestic
help office. The department received tips about their activi-
ties of harboring absconding domestic helpers and making
them work elsewhere. It said that the gang incited helpers
to escape from their sponsors, then employed them with
others. All those arrested were found reported absconding
and were sent to concerned authorities.

KUWAIT: Kuwait Municipality ’s department of Public
Cleanliness and Road Occupancy executed a clean-up cam-
paign in Al-Jahra where 290 used tires and 70 neglected cars
were collected and properly disposed in Al-Naayem scrapyard
in a mere two weeks.

The campaign will be active until the area is completely
clean, said Engineer Mubarak Al-Buais, Director of the
Municipality of Al-Jahra. This campaign was possible with the
help of different government bodies including the Public
Authority for Industry and the Environment Public Authority
(EPA).  Buais stressed that the municipality will take legal

action against those who do not properly dispose of their pos-
sessions and violate the rules. 

The Director of the municipality of Al-Farwaniya, Saud Al-
Harbi, said that they have carried out several campaigns in
Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh where they removed old neglected cars in
an effort to make the town more aesthetically pleasing. 

Harbi said that through this campaign, 46 neglected
vehicles were removed and placed in Amghara scrapyard.
Harbi hoped there will be more of a collective effort to
clean-up the country, ultimately creating a healthier more
beautiful Kuwait. — KUNA

290 tires removed
in Jahra clean-up

KUWAIT: Pictures taken from the project’s site. — Photos by Joseph Shagra

KUWAIT: This handout photo released by the Interior Ministry yesterday shows people arrested inside a fake
domestic help office.


