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WASHINGTON: Dozens of US nuclear
weapons stored at a Turkish air base near
Syria are at risk of being captured by “ter-
rorists or other hostile forces,” a
Washington think tank claimed Monday.
Critics have long been alarmed by
America’s estimated stockpile of about 50
nuclear bombs at Incirlik in southern
Turkey, just 70 miles from the border with
war-torn Syria. The issue took on fresh
urgency last month following the
attempted coup in Turkey, in which the
base’s Turkish commander was arrested
on suspicion of complicity in the plot.

“Whether the US could have main-
tained control of the weapons in the
event of a protracted civil conflict in
Turkey is an unanswerable question,” said

yesterday’s report from the Stimson
Center, a nonpartisan think tank working
to promote peace. Incirlik is a vital base
for the US-led coalition fighting the
Islamic State group in Iraq and Syria, with
the strategically located facility affording
drones and warplanes fast access to IS
targets. But the Pentagon in March
ordered families of US troops and civilian
personnel stationed in southern Turkey to
quit the region due to security fears. 

“From a security point of view, it’s a roll
of the dice to continue to have approxi-
mately 50 of America’s nuclear weapons
stationed at Incirlik Air Base in Turkey,”
report co-author Laicie Heeley said.
“There are significant safeguards in place.
... But safeguards are just that, they don’t

eliminate risk. In the event of a coup, we
can’t say for certain that we would have
been able to maintain control,” she  said.

‘Avoided disaster so far’ 
While the Pentagon does not discuss

where it stores nuclear assets, the bombs
are believed to be kept at Incirlik as a
deterrent to Russia and to demonstrate
America’s commitment to NATO, the 28-
member military alliance that includes
Turkey. The Incirlik nuke issue has been
the subject of renewed debate in the
United States since the coup attempt.
“While we’ve avoided disaster so far, we
have ample evidence that the security of
US nuclear weapons stored in Turkey can
change literally overnight,” Steve

Andreasen, director for defense policy
and arms control on the White House
National Security Council staff from 1993
to 2001, wrote in an opinion piece in the
Los Angeles Times last week.

Kori Schake, a fellow at the California-
based Hoover Institution, noted in a writ-
ten debate in the New York Times that
“American nuclear forces cannot be used
without codes, making the weapons
impossible to set off without authoriza-
tion.” “The fact that nuclear weapons are
stationed in Turkey does not make them
vulnerable to capture and use, even if the
country were to turn hostile to the United
States,” she argued.

The Pentagon declined to comment
on questions arising from the Stimson

study. “We do not discuss the location of
strategic assets. The (Department of
Defense) has taken appropriate steps to
maintain the safety and security of our
personnel, their families, and our facilities,
and we will continue to do so,” it said in a
statement. The Incirlik concerns were
highlighted as part of a broader paper
into the Pentagon’s nuclear moderniza-
tion program, through which the United
States would spend hundreds of billions
of dollars to update its atomic arsenal.
The authors argue that a particular type
of bomb-the B61 gravity bomb-should be
immediately removed from Europe,
where 180 of the weapons are kept in
Belgium, Italy, Germany, the Netherlands
and Turkey. — AFP 

US nukes at Turkey air base at risk of seizure

ISTANBUL: Turkish police raided offices at
three Istanbul courthouses yesterday after
detention warrants were issued for 173 judi-
cial personnel as part of an investigation
into last month’s failed coup attempt, the
private Dogan news agency reported yester-
day. More than 35,000 people have been
detained, of whom 17,000 have been placed
under formal arrest, and tens of thousands
more suspended since the July 15 putsch,
which authorities blame on US-based
Muslim cleric Fethullah Gulen and his fol-
lowers. President Tayyip Erdogan demands
the United States extradite Gulen, and the
purge is straining relations with Western
allies who Turkish officials say appear more
concerned by the crackdown than the failed
coup that killed 240 people.

Police were searching the offices of per-
sonnel facing detention at the main Istanbul
Palace of Justice in the Caglayan district and
two other court houses on the European
side of the city, Dogan said. The agency said
police took some of those detained away
from Caglayan for questioning at a police
station. The homes of those being detained
were also being searched, state-run Anadolu
Agency reported. In the crackdown since
the abortive coup, more than 76,000 civil
servants, judges and security force members
have been suspended and nearly 5,000 dis-
missed, Prime Minister Binali Yildirim said on
Saturday.

Western officials are concerned the
purge will impact stability in the NATO
member and a key partner in their war on
Islamic State in neighboring Iraq and Syria.
Turkish officials say they are confronting an
internal threat. Amid the rising tension with
the West, Turkey has sought to normalize
relations with Russia, sparking fears that
Erdogan and Russian President Vladimir

Putin might use their rapprochement to
exert pressure on Washington and the
European Union and stir tensions within
NATO. In keeping with Erdogan’s tough line
on Gulen, Yildirim told local reporters there
would be no compromise apart from “this
chief terrorist coming to Turkey and being
prosecuted,” according to Anadolu agency.

Militant routes
Turkish officials say they have handed

over documents to US officials concerning
Gulen. Washington has been cautious, say-
ing it needs clear evidence and a US
Department of Justice team is expected in

Turkey later this month. Gulen, who has
lived in self-imposed exile in Pennsylvania
since 1999, denies any role and condemned
the coup bid. But Turkish officials say his net-
work of followers inside state institutions
masterminded the putsch when rogue sol-
diers commandeered tanks, warplanes and
helicopters. In another arrest, a prosecutor
in eastern Turkey, who had been suspended
under the coup investigation, was detained
as he tried to cross the border into Syria on
Sunday night, a Turkish government official
said.

He said Ekrem Beyaztas, chief prosecutor
in Erzurum province, was detained by bor-

der guards in Kilis province. There was a war-
rant for his detention. “Our initial assessment
is that he was trying to reach PYD-controlled
parts of northern Syria in an attempt to seek
protection,” the official said. Ankara regards
the PYD, the main Syrian Kurdish party, as a
terrorist group due to its links to the militant
Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) which has
fought a three-decades-old insurgency
against the Turkish state. “In recent weeks,
runaway coup plotters have been trying to
leave Turkey via routes traditionally used by
the PKK to smuggle militants and weapons
in and out of the country,” he said.

Separately, a senior intelligence officer
said operatives linked to Gulen have had an
active relationship with PKK militants. “In
recent weeks, runaway operatives that suc-
cessfully reached Iraq have been accompa-
nied by PKK elements on the ground,” the
officer said. The officer said some Gulen-
linked operatives have been offered safe
passage to Europe in return for information
about ongoing operations and working
methods of the MIT intelligence service and
the military. 

Two fugitive staff colonels accused of
involvement in the coup were detained in
the central Turkish city of Konya along with
one person helping to hide them, Anadolu
said. They were flown to Istanbul for ques-
tioning. It said one of the officers was
accused of commanding soldiers to open
fire on protesters on Istanbul’s Bosphorus
bridge in Istanbul and the other of ordering
a raid on the state broadcaster TRT on the
night of the coup. Turkey is also seeking
more than 30 diplomats who fled to other
countries after they were recalled to Ankara
as part of the post-coup investigation.
Several military attaches are also on the run
after refusing to return home. — Reuters

Turkish police search 

Istanbul courthouses 
More troops captured for coup attempt role

ISTANBUL: Police officers stand guard outside a courthouse building in Istanbul yes-
terday. — AP 
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3 killed in PKK bombing 
near Diyarbakir Turkey 

ISTANBUL: Two Turkish police officers and a child were
killed yesterday in a car bombing outside the south-
eastern city of Diyarbakir blamed on Kurdistan
Workers’ Party (PKK) rebels, local officials said. The blast
hit a police control post on the highway leading south-
east from Diyarbakir to the city of Batman, the local
governor’s office said in a statement, adding that 25
people were wounded including five police officers.
Television images showed the bombing had turned
the three-storey police building to tangled rubble.
Locals were also inspecting the massive trench where
the ground had been blown out. The latest bombing
came after at least eight people, mostly civilians, were
killed on Wednesday in two separate attacks blamed
on PKK militants in Turkey’s southeast. Hundreds of
members of the Turkish security forces have been
killed by the PKK in attacks since the collapse of a two-
year ceasefire in July last year. The PKK has kept up
attacks after the July 15 failed coup during which a
rogue military faction tried to oust President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan from power. 

Russian navy starts drills 
in the Mediterranean Sea

MOSCOW: Russia’s navy yesterday launched drills
including artillery and missile fire in the eastern
Mediterranean Sea, the defense ministry said. “A
Russian navy attack group started tactical drills in the
east of the Mediterranean Sea,” the ministry said in a
statement. “During the drills the ability of the navy’s
forces to deal with resolving crises of a terrorist nature
will be tested,” it said. Russia has previously beefed up
its naval forces in the area to support its bombing
campaign in support of Syrian President Bashar Al-
Assad. Two of Russia’s newest Buyan-class corvettes
will take part in the exercises along with vessels
already stationed permanently in the area, the ministry
said. It said the gunboats are equipped with the latest
long-range missile system which was used to bombard
Islamic State targets in Syria last year. The exercises are
the latest in a series of manoeuvres conducted by
Moscow’s forces since relations with the West fell to
their lowest point since the Cold War over the conflict
in Ukraine. 

Saudi intercepts illegal 
Africans in the Red Sea

RIYADH: Saudi Arabia has stopped a boat carrying 31 ille-
gal migrants, most of them Sudanese, from trying to reach
the kingdom, the Border Guards force said yesterday. The
guards have reported repeated interceptions of migrants
in the Red Sea over the past two months. In the latest case
a patrol “foiled an attempt by a group of 31 people from
different nationalities to enter Saudi waters on a wooden
boat,” Border Guards spokesman Colonel Sahir Al-Harbi
said. He said the group comprised 20 Sudanese, six
Nigerians and five Ethiopians. “They were coming from
Sudanese shores,” he said, quoted by the official Saudi
Press Agency. At least 339 illegal immigrants have been
intercepted by Saudi border guards off the coast since the
first half of June, according to figures cited by SPA. The vast
majority have been Sudanese, whose impoverished home-
land lies less than 300 kilometers from oil-rich Saudi
Arabia. According to the United Nations, since 2014 more
than 10,000 people have died crossing the Mediterranean
from Africa to Europe, which is experiencing its worst
migrant crisis since World War II. 

Saudi troops get war 
bonus from the king

RIYADH: Saudi soldiers on the front lines of the war in
Yemen are getting a month’s extra salary from King
Salman, official media said. The handout comes after an
escalation of the 17-month-old war following the suspen-
sion of peace talks between Yemeni rebels and the interna-
tionally recognized government. King Salman “has ordered
paying a month’s salary to active participants at the front
lines” of the Yemen operation, which began in March last
year, the Saudi Press Agency reported late Sunday. “The
order covers employees of the ministries of interior,
defense, and the National Guard,” it said, without giving the
total cost of the bonus. It comes as the kingdom battles a
projected $87-billion (80-billion-euros) deficit in 2016 after
oil revenues collapsed by more than half over the past two
years. In April, Saudi Arabia announced its wide-ranging
Vision 2030 plan to diversify the oil-dependent economy.
Dozens of Saudi troops have died along the border or on
the Yemeni battlefield since the kingdom launched coali-
tion operations in Yemen. 

Iraq MPs approve five new 
ministers after long delay

BAGHDAD: Iraq’s parliament yesterday approved five new
ministers after months of delay and repeated setbacks to
Prime Minister Haider Al-Abadi’s efforts to replace the cabi-
net. Lawmakers signed off on Abadi’s nominees to head
the ministries of oil, transport, higher education, construc-
tion and housing, and water resources, but rejected the
nominee for trade minister, according to a televised record-
ing of the session. The newly-approved ministers then took
the oath of office in front of parliament. The cabinet issue
has led to repeated turmoil in parliament this year, making
the legislature even less effective than usual at a time
when the country faces a war against jihadists and an eco-
nomic crisis caused by slumping oil prices. Four of the five
new ministers were the same as had been approved by
lawmakers earlier in the year at a session that was later
scrapped by a court ruling that dealt a blow to Abadi. 

BERLIN: Turkey could walk away from its
promise to stem the flow of illegal migrants
to Europe if the European Union fails to grant
Turks visa-free travel to the bloc in October,
Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu told a
German newspaper. His comments in Bild’s
Monday edition coincide with rising tension
between Ankara and the West following the
July 15 failed coup attempt. Turkey is
incensed by what it sees as an insensitive
response from Western allies to the failed
putsch in which 240 people, many of them
civilians, were killed. Europe and the United
States have been worried by the crackdown
following the coup. Some Western govern-
ments are concerned this could affect stabil-
ity in the NATO member and suspect that
President Tayyip Erdogan is using the purges
as an excuse to quash dissent. Asked
whether hundreds of thousands of refugees
in Turkey would head to Europe if the EU did
not grant Turks visa freedom from October,
Cavusoglu told Bild: “I don’t want to talk
about the worst case scenario - talks with
the EU are continuing but it’s clear that we
either apply all treaties at the same time or
we put them all aside.”

Visa-free access to the EU - the main
reward for Ankara’s collaboration in choking
off an influx of migrants into Europe - has
been subject to delays due to a dispute over
Turkish anti-terrorism legislation, as well as
Ankara’s crackdown. Brussels wants Turkey to
soften the anti-terrorism law, which Ankara
says it cannot change, given multiple security
threats which include Islamic State militants
in neighboring Syria and Kurdish militants in
its mainly Kurdish southeast.

European Commissioner Guenther
Oettinger has said he does not see the EU
granting Turks visa-free travel this year due to
Ankara’s crackdown after the failed military
coup. Cavusoglu said treaties laid out that all
Turks would get visa freedom in October,
adding: “It can’t be that we implement every-
thing that is good for the EU but that Turkey
gets nothing in return.” A spokesman for the
European Commission declined to comment
on the interview directly but said the EU con-
tinued to work together with Turkey in all
areas of cooperation. Selim Yenel, Turkey’s
ambassador to the EU, said last week that
efforts were continuing to find a compromise
with the EU on visa liberalization and he
thought it would be possible to handle this in
2016. Since the coup, more than 35,000 peo-
ple have been detained, of whom 17,000
have been placed under formal arrest, and
tens of thousands more suspended. Turkish

authorities blame the failed putsch on US-
based Muslim cleric Fethullah Gulen and his
followers. Amid rising tension with the West,
Turkey has sought to normalise relations with
Russia, sparking fears in the West that
Erdogan and Russian President Vladimir Putin
might use a rapprochement to exert pressure
on Washington and the EU and stir tensions
within NATO.

Asked if Turkey would leave NATO,
Cavusoglu told Bild that while Turkey
remained one of the biggest supporters of
the 28-nation Western alliance, it was also

looking at other options. “But it’s clear that we
also need to cooperate with other partners
on buying and selling weapon systems
because some NATO partners refuse to allow
us to sell air defence systems for example or
to exchange information,” he said. Over the
weekend, Turkey summoned Austria’s charge
d’affaires in Ankara over what it said it was an
“indecent report” about Turkey on a news
ticker at Vienna airport.

“Turkey allows sex with children under the
age of 15,” read a headline on an electronic
news ticker at the airport, images circulated

on social media showed. In a statement,
Turkey’s foreign ministry said it was “regret-
table” that an international airport at the
heart of Europe was used as “a tool ... in
spreading such irresponsible, twisted and
inaccurate messages”. It said the publication
of such “slandering” news reports were
encouraged by recent comments from
Austrian politicians. Cavusoglu this month
referred to Austria as the “capital of radical
racism” after Austrian Chancellor Christian
Kern suggested ending EU accession talks
with Turkey. — Reuters

Grant us EU visa freedom or abandon migrant deal: Turkey

BELGRADE: Serbian army soldiers and border police officers patrol near the border between Serbia and Bulgaria, not far from
the border crossing Vrska Cuka, some 250 km southeast of Belgrade, Serbia yesterday. Serbia has recently deployed joint
army and police patrols on its border with Bulgaria where migrants are crossing the border, mostly guided by people smug-
glers.  — AP 


