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DALLAS: Antoinette Brown begged, in her final
words, “somebody help me.” Then she was mauled to
death by a pack of wild dogs. The 52-year-old home-
less woman perished in the impoverished Dallas
neighborhood of Fair Park, not far from gleaming
downtown skyscrapers and some of America’s wealth-
iest neighborhoods. The gruesome attack in May
served as a grim reminder of stark inequities, even as
the region’s economy and population booms. The
stray dog problem is just one of many facing the
poorest neighborhoods of Dallas, which was labeled
the “City of Hate” after the assassination of US presi-
dent John F Kennedy here in 1963 and has since
struggled through decades of urban blight.

Today, the mayor and others tout a host of police
reforms and social programs, but they acknowledge
the overwhelming challenge in bridging a racial and
economic chasm with roots in the city’s segregated
past. Economic inequality in Dallas, among the most
severe in the U.S., has long underpinned friction
between police and low-income residents here - ten-
sions that have come into focus nationally in
protests over excessive use of force.

At once such protest last month, the shooting of
a dozen police officers, five of them fatally, brought a
softer national spotlight on Dallas. The officers were
killed by a deranged U.S.  Army Reserve veteran, 25-
year-old Micah X. Johnson, who said he aimed to
avenge the shootings of black men by police nation-
wide. The Dallas department won praise for its han-
dling of the protest, before and after the bloodshed,
as well as a training effort credited with a drastic
reduction in officer-involved shootings - to one so
far this year, down from 23 in 2012. 

The city’s Democratic mayor, Mike Rawlings, drew
attention to reforms including a plan, dubbed
GrowSouth, to expand educational, employment and
social opportunities in eight communities, mostly
south of downtown, but including Fair Park to the east.
The goals include building low-cost housing and
pushing for hotels, shops and office buildings to move
into lower-income areas. There have been successes
and disappointments, Rawlings told Reuters in an
interview. “I am not going to bring world peace,” the
mayor said. “I am trying to establish objectives that can
be achieved in a relatively short amount of time.”

The impact can be hard to see on some streets in
Fair Park. Retired nurse Jametter Daniels, 65, lives
about 100 yards from the abandoned house where
Antoinette Brown died. Police often see the black
and Latino residents of her neighborhood more as
problems than people, she said, and tensions run
high. “They are just as afraid of us as we are on
them,” she said from her home, with bars on the
doors. “When the sun goes down, I am locked up
and armed up.”

The weight of poverty, racial strife and mental ill-
ness too often lands on the weary shoulders of rank-
and-file police officers, said Eugene O’Donnell, a pro-
fessor at the John Jay College of Criminal Justice in
New York and a former police officer and prosecutor.
“What police have been forced to do in this country is
perform triage,” he said. In Dallas, that includes cor-
ralling potentially dangerous dogs, among other
duties that extend well beyond routine crime, Dallas
Police Chief David Brown told reporters last month.

“We have got a loose dog problem - let’s have the
cops chase loose dogs,” he said. “Schools fail? Give it

to the cops.” Police Detective Chelsea Whitaker gets
a close-up view of such failures daily. “We can be
glorified social workers,” she said. She recalled inter-
actions with two teenagers who constantly got into
fights at school. One of them had not been eating.
Whitaker took her to grocery store to buy food. “I
had to take another girl to get sanitary napkins
because nobody ever taught her that,” Whitaker said
of the 13-year-old.  “She is angry and fighting all the
time; of course, you would be angry.”

In his office overlooking downtown, Rawlings - a
former Pizza Hut CEO who produced record sales -
takes a corporate approach to documenting and fix-
ing societal problems. He has charts showing
improvements in areas such as housing where the
property value of South Dallas has increased by
about $1.5 billion since he took office in 2011 - and
weaknesses in others, such as high unemployment
rates in many neighborhoods.

Of urban areas with more than 250,000 residents,
Dallas has the widest economic gap between its
richest and the poorest neighborhoods, followed by

Philadelphia, Baltimore, Columbus, Ohio and
Houston, according to a 2015 study by the Urban
Institute, a Washington D.C.-based economic social
policy research organization. South Dallas makes up
about 60 percent of the city’s area and 45 percent of
Dallas County’s population - yet accounts for just 15
percent of the city’s property tax base, according to
the mayor’s office. Those numbers can be read in
two ways. Rawlings prefers to see the upside.
“Southern Dallas is an investment opportunity and
not a charity case,” he said.

‘Jobs with real dignity’
Repairing the economy of South Dallas may be

beyond the ability of one well-meaning mayor, said
Brianna Brown, Dallas County director for the Texas
Organizing Project, a nonprofit advocating for low-
income communities. “There has been effort made
that is different from other administrations,” she said.
“Whether that materializes into something that is
really tackling the problem - in a systemic way, with
a policy solution - is a whole other question.” 

Under Rawlings, the city has sought to equalize
infrastructure spending - potholes, streetlights, pub-
lic transportation - among rich and poor neighbor-
hoods. The administration has also pleaded with pri-
vate employers to move into poorer areas, and set
up a private investment fund called Impact Dallas
Capital that seeks to raise $100 million to spur
investments.

Some current city efforts in low-income neigh-
borhoods - such as regulating payday lenders and
luring stores offering fresh, affordable food - are
well-intentioned but difficult to execute, Brianna
Brown said. The depth of the problems, she said,
demand bolder reforms to the city’s education sys-
tem and its economy. “There should be jobs with
real dignity,” she said. In Fair Park, where Antoinette
Brown died of dog bites, leafy parks sit next to
garbage-strewn lots and unpaved roads. Keena
Davis, 32, said going to an affluent neighborhood
nearby, Highland Park, felt like a different world. He
wants his 12-year-old son to make the jump. “There’s
a ceiling on how high he can go, and I want him to
break it,” she said. “He doesn’t deserve this neighbor-
hood.”— Reuters

In Dallas, police bear the burden of stark inequities

DALLAS: Dallas Police officers and volunteers help pick up notes, flowers, balloons and other items at
a memorial at the Dallas police headquarters before a rain storm. — AP 

BATON ROUGE: Robert and Gwen Arceneaux
endured a sleepless night Sunday after noticing
floodwater creeping into their home - in a neigh-
borhood that had never seen water before. They
gathered up their dogs and a few bags of belong-
ings and fled out the back door, eventually wading
through waist-deep water to a passing National
Guard truck. Now safe at a movie studio-lot-
turned-shelter their worries weren’t over, as they
tried to get medication for Robert, who suffers
from lung cancer. 

“We need to get somewhere safer,” Gwen said,
as her dogs panted heavily under the hot sun.
Across southern Louisiana Sunday, residents scram-
bled to get to safety as rivers and creeks burst their
banks, swollen from days of heavy rain that in
some areas came close to two feet over a 48-hour
period. In high-water vehicles, boats and helicop-
ters, emergency crews hurried to rescue scores of
south Louisiana residents as the governor warned
that it was not over.  

Pools of water
From the air, homes in southwest Louisiana

looked more like little islands surrounded by flood-
ed fields. Farmland was covered, streets descended
into impassable pools of water, shopping centers
were inundated with only roofs of cars peeking
above the water.  From the ground it was just as cat-
astrophic. Drivers tried to navigate treacherous
roads where the water lapped at the side or cov-
ered the asphalt in a running stream. Abandoned
cars were pushed to the side of the road, lawn furni-
ture and children’s toys floating through the waters.

The low pressure system that wreaked such hav-
oc moved into Texas, but the National Weather
Service warned that there’s still danger of fresh
floods, as swollen rivers drain toward the Gulf of
Mexico. Most of the rivers have crested, but several
are still rising. Approximately 18,000 people have
been rescued from East Baton Rouge and Livingston
Parishes, said Maj. Doug Cain. Those were two of the
hardest-hit areas.  Louisiana Gov John Bel Edwards
called on people to refrain from going out to “sight-
see” even as the weather gets better.

“This is a serious event. It is ongoing. It is not
over,” said the governor Sunday.  Four people have
been reported dead, said Devin George, the state
registrar for vital records. The death toll rose
Sunday when a man’s body was found washed up
on a riverbank in Tangipahoa Parish. Mike Steele,
spokesman for the Governor’s Office of Homeland
Security and Emergency Preparedness, said there
was an overnight spike in flood rescues in the east-
ern part of Baton Rouge.  Two nursing homes were
being evacuated.

Motorists stranded
Police rescued people from cars stranded on a

miles-long stretch of Interstate 12. One of those
stranded motorists was Alex Cobb of Baton Rouge,
who spent the night on the interstate before being
rescued by a National Guard truck. She was on her
way to a bridal shower she was supposed to host
Saturday when flooding closed off the highway. She
said she had food intended for the bridal shower
and a produce truck about a 1/4 mile up the road
shared its stock with drivers - giving out fruits and
vegetables to people.  Hundreds of people were
gathered at Celtic Media Centre in Baton Rouge,
some coming in by bus and others by helicopter.

Matthew and Rachel Fitzpatrick, from Brandon,
Mississippi, hopped off one of the choppers with
her grandparents. The couple had been visiting
family in Baton Rouge when the flooding started.
They found temporary refuge at Hebron Baptist
Church but became trapped by floodwaters
Saturday night. People at the church used boats
and big trucks to rescue others and bring them to
the church, where helicopters started picking them
up and flying them to safety Sunday. Matthew, 29,
said between 250 and 300 people were still at the

church as of late afternoon Sunday. Water was
creeping up to the back of the sanctuary, and they
didn’t have any food or water there.

“Everybody is just tired and nervous and wanting
to see what kind of damage they have to their home,”
Rachel said. Steele said the flooding that started
Friday has damaged more than 1,000 homes in East
Baton Rouge Parish, more than 1,000 homes in
Livingston Parish, and hundreds more in other areas,
including St. Helena and Tangipahoa parishes. Gov
Edwards declared a state of emergency Saturday,
calling the floods “unprecedented” and “historic.” He
and his family were even forced to leave the
Governor’s Mansion when chest-high water filled the
basement and electricity was shut off.

In one dramatic rescue Saturday, two men on a
boat pulled a woman from a car almost completely
underwater, according to video by WAFB. The
woman, who’s not initially visible on camera, yells
from inside the car: “Oh my god, I’m drowning.” One
of the rescuers, David Phung, jumps into the brown
water and pulls the woman to safety.  She pleads
with Phung to get her dog, but he can’t find it. After
several seconds, Phung takes a deep breath, goes
underwater and resurfaces - with the small dog.  As
of Sunday morning, some 5,050 people were stay-
ing in parish and Red Cross shelters, said
Department of Children & Family Services Secretary
Marketa Garner Walters. Even more people were
staying in private shelters like churches. — AP

Flood leaves thousands

homeless in Louisiana
4 dead as floodwaters wreak havoc

LOUISIANA: A vehicle is submerged in floodwaters in Youngsville, La. Louisiana Gov John Bel
Edwards said that at least 7,000 people had been rescued so far. He declared a state of emer-
gency Saturday, calling the floods “unprecedented” and “historic.” — AP 

WASHINGTON: Donald Trump, clearly angered by
news reports that he has grown depressed and
sullen over his fading presidential prospects, has
issued some of his sharpest attacks on the media. “I

am not running against Crooked Hillary Clinton,”
the Republican presidential candidate said in a
speech late Saturday in Fairfield, Connecticut. “I’m
running against the crooked media.”

Trump seemed particularly upset with a New
York Times article that quotes unnamed associates
of his as saying that in private “his mood is often
sullen and erratic.” Republicans close to his cam-
paign were quoted as saying he was “exhausted,
frustrated and still bewildered” by the political
process. The real estate tycoon returned to his
message on Sunday, tweeting: “My rallies are not
covered properly by the media. They never discuss
the real message and never show crowd size or
enthusiasm.” Later, amid a flurry of further tweets
on the subject, he added: “It is not ‘freedom of the
press’ when newspapers and others are allowed to
say and write whatever they want even if it is com-
pletely false!” Trump has complained for months
about media coverage. He has stripped a long list
of news organizations-including the New York
Times, BuzzFeed, Politico and The Washington
Post-of their credentials, and vowed that as presi-
dent he would make it easier to sue news outlets.

“Trump is right that most of the media want him
to lose,” wrote The Wall Street Journal editorial board
Sunday, noting that is “true of every Republican
presidential nominee. The difference is that Mr
Trump has made it so easy for the media and his
opponents.” The national news outlet recommend-
ed the Republican party “write off the nominee as
hopeless” if Trump fails to act more presidential by
Labor Day, in which case it said Trump should “turn
the nomination over to Mike Pence,” the Republican
candidate’s running mate. — AFP

MILWAUKEE: Police take a man to a hospital after he was shot in the neck as angry
crowds took to the streets for a second night to protest an officer-involved killing in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: Protesters threw rocks and
fired guns in a second night of violence in a
tense neighborhood of Milwaukee following
the deadly police shooting of an armed
black man. Police in riot gear moved in on
the Sherman Park neighborhood in the mid-
western city around 11:00 pm on Sunday to
disperse an angry crowd and restore order,
eager to avoid a repeat of previous violence
involving law enforcement that has shaken
the nation. Officers at one point used an
armored vehicle to rescue a shooting victim
and rush the person to the hospital.

A police officer was hospitalized to be
treated for an injury after protesters threw a
rock that broke the windshield of a squad
car. An unspecified projectile was thrown at
another officer, who was protected by a hel-
met, according to police. One squad car was
damaged by thrown bricks, rocks and glass
bottles. “Officers continue to have rocks
thrown at them as they work to disburse
small, disorderly groups in area around
Sherman and Burleigh,” police said on
Twitter, adding that armored vehicles were
deployed to protect officers.

Multiple arrests were made, it said with-
out giving further details. Some 125 mem-
bers of the Wisconsin National Guard were
activated and placed on standby early
Sunday to prevent a repeat of the arson,
rock-throwing and shootings that occurred
the previous night. But they were not
called to the areas of the latest distur-
bances. Some locals reacted with shock at
the degree of violence. “I’ve lived here for
30 years, and I’ve never seen anything like
this in my life,” Dominic Lebourgeois told
The New York Times. “I think it’s crazy, it’s
ludicrous.”

On Saturday, an angry crowd of at least
200 people took to the streets, torching at
least six businesses, including a gas station
and auto parts store that were destroyed,
police said. Individuals attending the rally
fired dozens of shots, apparently in the air.
Violence broke out following the fatal
shooting of a local man, Sylville Smith, 23.
Even though Smith was said to be armed
and had a lengthy police record, the shoot-
ing and its aftermath bore chilling echoes of
a series of violent incidents involving law

enforcement. Several police officers have
been targeted and shot dead across the
nation in recent weeks-including five in
Dallas-following an outcry over the deaths
of unarmed African Americans at the hands
of police.

‘I lost my brother’
“I lost my brother. I can’t get him back.

Never. Never. That’s pain. That’s real hurt,”
Smith’s younger sister Sherelle said in an
emotional plea during a vigil. “I can’t look
my brother in the eye and say, ‘I love you.’ I
didn’t even have a Facebook to tell my
brother I love him.” The shooting began
when a car carrying Smith and another indi-
vidual was stopped by two police officers.
Smith and the other suspect fled on foot.
Police then shot and killed Smith after he
failed to drop a gun, according to the
authorities.

Mayor Tom Barrett emphasized that
Smith had been holding a semiautomatic
handgun, which was clearly visible in a still
shot taken from the body camera of a
police officer on scene. 

“That still photo demonstrates, without
question, that he had a gun in his hand.
And I want our community to know that,”
Barrett said. The unnamed officer who fired
on Smith was black, according to
Milwaukee Police Chief Edward Flynn.
Fearing for his safety, he was now staying
with relatives out of town. The officer has
been placed on administrative leave, as is
standard in such situations. Barrett, plead-
ing for calm, warned that the city still faced
“a very volatile situation.”

‘Tremendous restraint’
“What you saw last night was tremen-

dous restraint by our police officers. Not a
single shot was fired” by police, Barrett said
about Saturday’s outburst, which resulted in
17 arrests. One officer was taken to the hos-
pital after being hit in the head by a brick
thrown through a squad car window. The
mayor said four officers had been taken to
the hospital, but all had been released. A
16-year-old girl was shot-possibly by a stray
bullet-and suffered non-life-threatening
injuries. — AFP 
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SYDNEY: A runner dressed as US presidential
candidate Donald Trump takes part in the annu-
al City2Surf road race in Sydney. Local distance
runner Harry Summers won Sydney’s biggest
road race finishing ahead of more than 80,000
participants in 42 minutes in sunny winter con-
ditions. — AFP 


