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CAPE TOWN: A South African court yesterday jailed a
woman for 10 years for kidnapping a newborn baby
and raising her as her own, before an astonishing coin-
cidence reunited the girl with her biological family. The
baby girl, named Zephany Nurse by her birth family,
was taken from her sleeping mother at a maternity
ward at Groote Schuur Hospital in Cape Town in 1997.
Her kidnapper, now 52, raised her for 17 years in a case
that has attracted huge media interest in South Africa.

The girl’s real identity only came to light in February
2015, when her younger biological sister began attend-
ing high school and pupils pointed out her remarkable
likeness to a final-year student. Eric Ntabazalila,
spokesman for the National Prosecuting Authority, said
prosecutors had sought a 15-year sentence for the kid-
napper, who cannot be named to protect her victim’s
identity. “She gets 10 years’ direct imprisonment. We
are happy with that,” said Ntabazalila. “You cannot go
out and steal a child and expect that the society will
accept that, or the courts will accept that, or the gener-
al public will accept that,” he added.

‘It’s wrong, it’s a crime’
The Nurse family had been living within a couple of

kilometers of their kidnapped daughter, while cele-
brating her birthday every year and never giving up
hope of finding her. Once their other daughter told her
parents that another pupil at school looked just like
her, they went to meet the older girl and immediately
thought she could be their long-lost child. DNA tests
confirmed she was indeed Zephany, leading to the
arrest of the woman who had claimed for nearly two
decades to be her mother. Handing down the 10-year
sentence, a High Court judge in Cape Town said the
woman’s crime was premeditated and too serious not
to warrant jail time, South Africa’s News24 said.

Dad wants time to bond  
Zephany, who is now pregnant, was raised under a

different name and has shunned the media spotlight
on the case. The teenager was sent to a place of safety
after the kidnapper’s arrest. But she has opted to move
back to the home where she lived before, and has not
formed any bond with her biological family. Her bio-
logical father, Morne Nurse, welcomed the sentence,
saying he was looking forward to building a relation-
ship with his daughter. “It’s actually made me tired, it’s
made me sick completely,” he said outside court. “I
couldn’t sleep for nights. — AFP

LOURDES: Thousands of Catholic pilgrims thronged
the French shrine of Lourdes yesterday for
Assumption celebrations held under tight security
after the murder of a priest, the latest victim in a
series of jihadist attacks. The gathering at the sanc-
tuary in the foothills of the Pyrenees is the first
major Catholic event in France since priest Jacques
Hamel was killed by two jihadists who stormed his
church during mass on July 26 and slit his throat.  

Groups from across Europe, the Middle East and
Asia travelled to Lourdes for the occasion, one of
the biggest in the Christian calendar, marking the
ascent into Heaven of the Virgin Mary. “We’ve come
to pray for peace in the world, which seems to be in
chaos,” said Piet Tarappa, an Indonesian business-
man who came from Jakarta with 35 other pilgrims
and a bishop. Lionel Ambroise, a 29-year-old French
engineer living in Brussels, said he had come to
“reflect on the world and France in particular, which
is going through a crisis.”

Security was extremely tight ahead for this year’s
pilgrimage, which culminated yesterday with an
open-air mass at the spot where Mary is said to
have appeared to a shepherd girl in 1858. Soldiers
in fatigues with automatic rifles slung over their
shoulders watched over the ceremony and a heli-
copter flew overhead during the mass. In total, 500
security force members were deployed to protect
the crowd of up to 25,000 pilgrims expected at the
mass. Worshippers had their bags searched on entry
to the site, where bomb disposal experts with snif-
fer dogs were on standby. The streets around the
sanctuary were sealed off to traffic, to prevent an
attack using a vehicle after last month’s truck mas-
sacre in Nice.

‘Pray for France’
Three large-scale attacks over the past year and a

half have rocked France, with the July 14 attack in
Nice shattering months of relative peace after the
bloodshed in Paris in November. French Cardinal
Philippe Barbarin dedicated his homily to his coun-
try, which had been “rocked by so much suffering
since January 2015 (when a satirical magazine and a
Jewish grocery were attacked) and which was again
cruelly hit last month.”  

Barbarin said his message was addressed to “all
the faithful”, including Jews and Muslims. Only
around seven per cent of French Catholics regularly
attend church according to a 2010 survey.  Local
church leaders have sought to rally the devout in
the face of the recent attacks, asking them to “pray
for France”. They have also asked Catholics to visit a
church yesterday and light a candle for Hamel,
whose teenage killers claimed allegiance to the
Islamic State group.

Following the attack, Muslims joined Catholic
worshippers at services in several churches to show
their solidarity. The 85-year-old priest’s murder in
Normandy came less than two weeks after a
Tunisian-said by investigators to have become radi-
calized by online jihadist videos-slammed a truck
into a crowd leaving a fireworks display in Nice,
killing 85 people.

Bucking tourism trend 
Despite calls for unity, racial tensions have sur-

faced in some areas, with a mass brawl erupting at
the weekend on the holiday island of Corsica-
reportedly over tourists snapping picture of local
Muslim women wearing full-body swimsuits, or
burqinis. The attacks have also led to a slowdown in
tourism. Several major public events have been can-
celled over security concerns.  But fears of mass can-
cellations by pilgrims bound for Lourdes failed to
materialize.

Instead,  organizers  noted a late surge in
bookings by people apparently seeking solace in
faith. “It’s important to show that life goes on,”
said Matthieu Guignard, one of the pilgrimage
coordinators. 

“It’s not because a few fanatics try to sow fear
that we should abandon our faith, our beliefs, our

way of living.” Lourdes attracts around six million
people a year, making it one of the biggest sites of
Catholic pilgrimage in the world. The shrine is par-
ticularly popular with the sick and disabled, who
come to bathe in a spring in the cave where Saint
Bernadette said she saw Mary, believing the water
to have healing properties.—AFP 

Catholics rally at French shrine under shadow of terror

LOURDES: A nun walks past a French soldier patrolling inside the sanctuary of Notre Dame de
Lourdes as part of the Sentinelle military force security mission during the annual Catholic pilgrim-
age of Lourdes yesterday. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: The US nuclear regulator is con-
sidering long-term shipments of weapons-grade
uranium to a medical research reactor in securi-
ty-challenged Belgium, something critics say
would set back global anti-proliferation efforts.
With a final decision still months away, the
Belgian Nuclear Research Center is seeking per-
mission from the US Nuclear Regulatory
Commission to receive 317 pounds of highly
enriched uranium, or HEU, fuel in a series of
shipments over 10 years. 

The United States has supplied the reactor,
which produces radioisotopes for fighting can-
cer, with HEU for decades. But the long-term
nature of the latest request is unprecedented;
previous agreements have been for periods of
one to three years. The Belgian research center
has told US officials since at least 2005 that it is
on the verge of converting to low-enriched ura-
nium, or LEU, not suitable for bombs.

But there is no definitive date set for that
change. “Now more than a decade has passed
and they are asking for another 10 years - that
seems to be a bit preposterous,” said Armando
Travelli, who until 2005 headed the US Energy
Department’s program to convert research reac-
tors to safer uranium and bring bomb-grade ura-
nium back to the United States. If the Belgian
reactor closes before the end of the 10 years, it
could leave the center with an HEU supply over
which the United States would have little con-
trol, he said.

Bombers filmed researcher
Belgium has beefed up protections at nuclear

plants after being rocked with security problems
at the facilities for years.  In 2014, an unknown
perpetrator drained turbine lubricant at the
country’s Doel 4 reactor, shutting the power
plant and causing $200 million in damages. This
year police said bombers who blew themselves
up in Brussels had secretly filmed movements of
the head of Belgium’s nuclear research program.
Police said the bombers, who were part of coor-
dinated attacks on March 22 that killed 32 civil-
ians, had planned to target Belgium’s nuclear
research facilities before changing their minds.
The Islamic State militant group claimed respon-
sibility for the suicide bombings.

Alan Kuperman, coordinator of the Nuclear
Proliferation Prevention Project at the University
of Texas, said if the NRC approves the application
it would undermine efforts to swiftly convert
reactors and signal that the United States is not
serious about retrieving HEU. “In the wake of the
recent terrorist threat to the Belgian site, we
have a request for bomb-grade uranium that is
unprecedented in both duration and amount,”
said Kuperman who has filed a brief with the
NRC calling for a hearing into the matter.

Atoms for peace
Former US President Dwight Eisenhower’s

Atoms For Peace program launched a wave of
global research reactors using HEU in the 1950s,
but experts soon urged tightening controls. Since

1978, the United States has spent tens of millions
of dollars trying to do so. Nearly 100 global
research reactors have been shut down or con-
verted to run on non-weapons grade uranium,
but more than 70 plants still use HEU or plan to.
The application at the NRC, published this month
in the Federal Register, is open for public com-
ment until early September. The NRC said there
are no temporal restrictions on HEU shipments
and that it approves exports only to users with
“adequate physical security measures.” It will likely
rule in coming months after the Department of
Energy and State Department weigh in. The
Belgian center says the reactor supplies about 25
percent of the world’s radioisotopes used in
detecting and treating cancers and more in peak
demand periods. In the past, some reactors have
switched to safe fuels only after the NRC threat-
ened to cut off supply of HEU. But one American
working on converting the Belgian reactor said its
special need for high-energy density fuel means
no suitable substitute has yet been found. The
Belgians are asking for 10 years because “there’s
no other fuel they can use at the moment,” said
the source, who spoke on the condition of
anonymity, adding that contracts for HEU exports
shorter than 10 years “drive the costs way up.” The
Belgian research center said in a statement it is
committed to using only low-enriched uranium
fuel in the reactor “as soon as a technical solution
exists.” It has the same security procedures as the
country’s nuclear power plants, with permanent
military protection, it added. —Reuters
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Suicide bombers plan to target nuclear plants

MARIKANA: Mine worker Mziseni Zotyatha
lives in a neat, one-room metal shack with
plastic sheeting stretched above his bed to
keep out the rain. He must go elsewhere for
running water and a toilet. “I can’t come
here with my wife and children and expect
them to live with me like this,” says
Zotyatha, 34, a father of three who works at
the Marikana platinum mine owned by the
British firm Lonmin. “I work hard. I deserve
to stay in a better place.”

Four years after South African police shot
dead 34 striking Marikana miners driven to
fury by poor wages and living conditions,
Lonmin has failed to provide the homes it
promised for several thousand workers, says
Amnesty International in a report published
yesterday. Instead, Lonmin has built just
three houses, says Amnesty. About 13,500
employees “are still  in need of formal
accommodation,” Lonmin confirmed in an
Aug 1 letter to the rights group.

Squalid housing settlements without
sewer systems or other basic services are a
problem for mine workers across South
Africa, whose economy was built on the
mining industry and its black, often
migrant, labor. That such poor living condi-
tions remain at the scene of the country’s
deadliest strike in decades spotlights how
little has improved since the 1994 end of
apartheid, the system of racial discrimina-
tion. Lonmin is in breach of its legal agree-
ment with the South African government to
improve housing at the mine, says the
Amnesty report which asks why the govern-
ment hasn’t enforced the deal or revoked
Lonmin’s mining license.

“The challenges are huge,” a Lonmin
spokeswoman, Sue Vey, said in an email to
The Associated Press. “This is not an under-
taking that any mining company can do
successfully on its own.” A small white cross
on a rocky hill marks the site where the
striking Marikana miners were killed on
Aug. 16, 2012. At a dusty bus stop nearby,
campaign posters from recent municipal
elections are starting to fade. “Spacious

Homes,” one promises. The miners walk dai-
ly between the platinum mine, ringed by
razor wire, and their tiny houses pieced
together from corrugated metal.

For decades, workers once lived in
crowded, same-sex hostels that produced
some of the most determined opposition to
apartheid. Lonmin houses about 3,000
workers in renovated hostels, according to
Amnesty. But that still leaves thousands of
workers without adequate housing. Some
Marikana workers got tired of waiting for
new homes and built their own. The two-
room metal shack of Ntutuzelo Vukani, 44,
is held together with nails hammered
through rusting bottle caps. The roof leaks.
There’s an outdoor tap, a pit latrine toilet
and electricity from an impromptu connec-
tion. Five people live there.

Hundreds of homes in the community,
connected by dirt paths, are in similar
shape. “We were promised homes, but
things are still the same,” said Vukani in his
native Xhosa language. He said he came to
Marikana to escape poverty but did not suc-
ceed. He wants a brick house with an indoor
toilet and electricity, so he can live a “soft”
life. A government-appointed commission
of inquiry that investigated the Marikana
shootings found that Lonmin had con-
tributed to the labor unrest by not address-
ing the housing shortage.

Amnesty International says the problem
remains acute. It says Lonmin promised in
2006 to build 5,500 houses for workers but
never did, building only three for show.
South Africa’s Department of Mineral
Resources, which oversees such agree-
ments, did not respond to a request for
comment to Amnesty’s findings. “The cata-
strophic events of August 2012 should have
been a decisive wake-up call to Lonmin that
it must address these truly appalling living
conditions,” said Deprose Muchena,
Amnesty’s southern Africa regional director.
“The company’s failure to improve employ-
ees’ housing is baffling and irresponsible in
the extreme.” —AP 

Workers still without homes as

S Africa marks mine shootings

MARIKANA, South Africa: A man hawks his wares among hundreds of shacks con-
nected by dirt paths which house mineworkers, in Marikana, South Africa. — AP 

BASTIA: A mayor on the French island of
Corsica yesterday became the third nation-
wide to announce a ban on burqinis, after
the full-body Islamic swimsuit allegedly
sparked violent clashes. The Riviera resorts
of Cannes and Villeneuve-Loubet have also
banned the garment from their beaches in
recent weeks, at a highly sensitive time for
relations with France’s Muslim community
following a series of jihadist attacks. The
new ban in the Corsican village of Sisco
comes after a massive brawl on Saturday
between locals and families of North
African origin.

It is not entirely clear how the fight
broke out, but one witness said it hap-
pened after tourists took pictures of
women swimming in burqinis on the
Mediterranean island. Five people were
injured and three cars were burned as the
rival sides hurled stones and bottles. A hun-
dred police officers were mobilised to

break up the fight. Prosecutors in nearby
Bastia said an inquiry had been opened to
determine how the clashes broke out. Sisco
mayor Pierre-Ange Vivoni said burqinis
would be banned in the area from Tuesday.

The burqini issue has sparked huge con-
troversy in France, with opponents saying
the garment goes against French secular
principles, but anti-racism campaigners
saying that banning women from wearing
it amounts to discrimination. Islamic dress
has long been a hot-button issue in France,
where the full-face veil is banned in public
places. The row comes as tensions run high
following several attacks in France claimed
by the Islamic State group, including last
month’s Nice massacre when a Tunisian
ploughed a truck into crowds celebrating
Bastille Day, killing 85 people. France has
been under a state of emergency since IS
members killed 130 people in Paris in
November. — AFP

SISCO, France: Photo shows the place where three cars has burned close by the creek.
About 500 people participated in a rally in Bastia in a tense atmosphere after a vio-
lent brawl between members of Corsica and North African communities that left at
least four wounded in Sisco. A minor girl who witnessed the confrontation explained
the fight happened after a group of youngsters insulted tourists who were photo-
graphing women bathing in burkini. — AFP 
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