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Thai soldiers killed 
in helicopter crash

BANGKOK: Five soldiers including a regional army
commander have been killed in a helicopter crash in
northern Thailand, the military said yesterday, a day
after the chopper went missing in bad weather. The
UH-72 helicopter lost contact on Sunday while return-
ing from Pai district in the mountainous northwest
where it had been conducting flood relief operations,
said junta spokesman Colonel Winthai Suvaree. The
northwest has suffered flash floods caused by heavy
rainfall.  Major General Nopporn Ruanchan, command-
er of the army’s 4th Infantry Division, was on board the
helicopter along with two pilots and two technicians.
All were killed in the crash, Winthai added. The heli-
copter came down near the city of Chiang Mai, close to
Thailand’s highest peak-a region that is difficult to
access.

Unfounded reports trigger 
panic at New York Airport

NEW YORK: Unfounded reports of shots fired at New
York’s main airport triggered scenes of panic, evacua-
tions and huge flight delays late Sunday. There was no
immediate confirmation of injuries or arrests, but Port
Authority (PAPD) police evacuated at least two termi-
nals at John F Kennedy International Airport as a pre-
caution, and gave the all clear shortly after midnight.
Spokesman Joe Pentangelo said Port Authority police
had received an ultimately “unfounded” call about
shots fired. A ground stop was in place until 12:30 am
for “security” reasons, the Federal Aviation
Administration said. Around that time, New York Police
Department (NYPD) Special Operations Division Chief
Harry Wedin said all terminals had been “searched and
cleared.” “All affected terminals will resume operations
shortly. No shots were fired,” he added on Twitter. At
Terminal 1, an AFP journalist was among passengers
stranded on a plane on the tarmac for an hour and a
half. 

HASN FAJ ATTAN: Screams rang
out through the hilltop village out-
side Yemen’s capital after 10-year-
old Youssef Al-Salmi set off a bomb
he had found in a field, perhaps
thinking it was a toy. He became
the latest of several Yemeni civilians
to be killed by unexploded ord-
nance from the country’s ongoing
civil war, which pits Saudi and US-
backed government forces against
Shiite Houthi rebels. The conflict
has killed more than 9,000 people,
displaced 2.4 mill ion, and
destroyed much of the already lim-
ited infrastructure in the Arab
world’s poorest country. 

UN-backed peace talks held in
Kuwait collapsed earlier this month.
Rights groups and UN agencies
have expressed concern that even
if the fighting is brought to an end,
the country will still grapple with a
brutal legacy of unexploded muni-
tions, including bombs dropped by
Saudi-led warplanes in and around
the rebel-held capital, Sanaa, and in
the Houthis’ northern heartland. 

They say most of the deaths to
date have been caused by the
Saudi-led airstrikes, and blame the
United States and Britain for sup-
plying weapons and providing
logistical support for the bombings.
Amnesty International said its
researchers found thousands of
unexploded munitions in northern
Yemen following a 10-day tour of
the region earlier this year. “The
lives and livelihoods of civilians,
including young children, continue
to be on the line in Yemen,” said
Lama Fakih, an adviser at Amnesty.
“They cannot live in safety until
contaminated areas in and around
their homes and fields are identi-
fied and cleared.” 

Amnesty said 16 Yemeni civil-
ians, including nine children, were
wounded or killed by cluster muni-
tions between July 2015 and April
2016. Such munitions scatter small,
explosive balls across a wide area.

In Yemen and in other conflict
zones, children have been known
to stumble upon undetonated balls
or mistake them for toys, resulting
in deaths long after the fighting has
ended.  The July 20 blast that killed
Youssef and wounded a 13-year-old
friend took place inside Hasn Faj
Attan village, which lies near a mili-
tary base that housed a vast arse-
nal. 

Saudi-led airstrikes on the base
caused a series of powerful explo-
sions in April 2015, blanketing the
skies over the rebel-held capital
with thick black smoke and smash-
ing the windows of high-rise build-
ings.  Several mud-brick houses in
Hasn Faj Attan were buried under a
hail of rocks and explosives. More
than 80 soldiers were killed, and at
least 12 villagers were wounded.
Youssef ’s father, Nasser Al-Salmi,
said the warplanes came one after
another,  raining missiles and
bombs over the entrance to the
base. Another vil lager,  Ahmed
Garadi, who was struck in the head
by a rock, recalled how “houses
toppled and people screamed for
help.” 

Yemen’s ill-equipped demining
agency began clearing work in
April in the northern cities of Saada
and Hajja but had to stop after
three of its members were killed in
an explosion, Amnesty said.  Some
40 trucks were sent to cart away
explosives from in and around Hasn
Faj Attan earlier this year. 

The UN’s de-mining coordinator
for Yemen, Ahmed Allawi, told The
Associated Press that up to 7,800
pieces of unexploded munitions
were retrieved from the area,
including from Youssef ’s village.
The mine -clearers missed the
small,  metal  ball  that Youssef
picked up and then smashed with
a rock as his friends watched. The
boy survived on life support for
five days, but the doctors could not
save him. — AP 

25 die as a crowded 
bus crashes in Nepal 

KATHMANDU: A crowded bus veered off a road and
plunged down a hillside in central Nepal yesterday, killing
at least 25 people, a local official said. The bus was heading
from Kathmandu to the town of Kavre, about 40 kilometers
east of the capital, when it plummeted some 500 meters
down a slope.  “At least 25 people have died in the acci-
dent,” Bhim Kanta Sharma, the deputy district chief of
Kavre said.  “Rescue workers are still recovering bodies but
rain is making their work difficult. We cannot ascertain the
final toll right now.” Sharma said an army helicopter had
airlifted 26 of the injured to Kathmandu for treatment and
another 13 were taken to hospital by ambulance. Accidents
are relatively common on Nepal’s highways because of
poor roads, badly maintained vehicles and reckless driving,
and death tolls running into double figures are frequent. 

Harvard ‘tops’ Chinese 
ranking of universities

SHANGHAI: Universities from mainland China broke into
the global top 100 in an annual ranking for the first time
yesterday, but Harvard remained number one for the 14th
consecutive year. China’s prestigious Tsinghua University
was 58th, beating elite Peking University in 71st place, in
the “Academic Ranking of World Universities” compiled by
the independent Shanghai Ranking Consultancy. The
National University of Singapore also entered the top 100
for the first time, tying for 83rd, it said. For the top 10,
Stanford maintained second place but MIT dropped from
third to fifth, with the University of California at Berkeley
and the University of Cambridge each moving up one spot
to take third and fourth. The Shanghai Ranking is consis-
tently largely static at its top levels, and this year nine of
the top 20 were in unchanged positions, and another nine
moved by only one place. The biggest change was by
Britain’s Oxford University, which climbed three spots from
10th to seventh. 

SEOUL: South Korea’s president yesterday defend-
ed the proposed deployment of a US anti-missile
system as an act of self-defense against North
Korea, as hundreds of residents shaved their heads
in protest at the plan. Tensions have been running
high on the divided Korean peninsula since the
North carried out its fourth nuclear test in January
and followed up with a series of missile tests.

South Korea responded last month by announc-
ing deployment of the US Terminal High Altitude
Area Defense ( THAAD) system-a move which
sparked domestic protests as well as complaints
from China. “I urge the North Korean government to
immediately stop all provocations and threats tar-
geting South Korea as well as the development of
weapons of mass destruction,” said President Park
Geun-Hye in a televised Liberation Day speech. Her
comments came as both Koreas celebrated the
anniversary of the peninsula’s liberation from
Japanese colonial rule in 1945. 

Stressing that “true liberation” would involve
reunification of the peninsula, Park said that could
only happen by removing the fear of nuclear
weapons, missiles and war. She also warned the
North that all attempts to provoke and intimidate
the South would be counter-productive. “The more
efforts (the North) makes, the deeper the country’s
isolation in the international community will be and
the bigger its economic problems will be,” she said.
The North’s nuclear test in January resulted in a
substantial strengthening of UN sanctions, but a

defiant Pyongyang doubled down with a series of
ballistic missile tests also banned by UN resolutions.

Tensions are expected to rise again when the
South launches an annual joint military exercise
with the United States later this month. The
planned missile shield has been condemned not
only by Pyongyang but also Beijing, which views
the deployment as a US move against its own
national security interests and a threat to regional
stability. “The deployment of THAAD is an act of
self-defence,” Park said in her speech, adding that
her priority as president was to “protect the lives of
our people from the reckless provocations of the
North”. THAAD has also hit domestic opposition,
particularly from those living in the rural county of
Seongju where the first battery will be installed.

Residents say the system’s powerful radar will
pose health and environmental hazards and argue
that its presence will make them a target. Yesterday,
more than 900 Seongju residents had their heads
shaved, a symbol of protest and determination. “We
need to show our determination in order to stop
THAAD!” the protesters chanted as men and
women, some in tears, had their heads shaved at a
local park. Some opposition lawmakers have sided
with the residents and called for the deployment to
be scrapped, a stance criticized by Park. “I believe
that such a matter ... should not be the subject of a
political fight,” she said. “If there is any other way to
protect our people and the country, one should
propose an alternative,” Park added. — AFP 

S Korean leader defends missile shield as residents shave heads

Army to question three
over Chibok schoolgirls 

LAGOS: Nigeria’s army said yesterday it wants to question
three suspects, including a journalist, for allegedly conceal-
ing information on the kidnapped Chibok schoolgirls. The
announcement came just a day after Boko Haram released
a new video purportedly showing some of the more than
200 girls who were seized by Boko Haram in northeastern
Nigeria in April 2014. Army spokesman Colonel Sani Usman
said local journalist Ahmad Salkida had been in contact
with Boko Haram, as had Ahmed Bolori and Aisha Wakil,
both activists familiar with the workings of the Islamist
group.  “There is no doubt that these individuals have links
with Boko Haram terrorists and have contacts with them,”
he said. “They must therefore come forward and tell us
where the group is keeping the Chibok girls and other
abducted persons to enable us to rescue them.” Usman
said the military would work with other security agencies
to bring in the suspects if they fail to turn themselves in. 

TOKYO: Tokyo and Seoul struck a concilia-
tory note yesterday on the anniversary of
the end of World War II, with South Korea’s
president calling for a “future-oriented”
relationship and Japan’s prime minister
denouncing the “horrors of war”. Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe sent a ritual donation
to a controversial Tokyo war shrine but
again avoided visiting it, in an apparent
nod to China and South Korea. South
Korean President Park Geun-Hye, mean-
while, called for a “future-oriented” rela-
tionship with Tokyo even as a group of
Seoul lawmakers sparked official anger in
Japan by visiting islets claimed by both
nations.

August 15 is an emotional date in both
countries, remembered in Japan as the day
in 1945 when wartime Emperor Hirohito
announced the surrender. In South Korea it
is marked as the day Japan’s harsh 35-year
occupation of the Korean peninsula came
to an end. China, which was partially occu-
pied by Japan from the early 1930s to
1945, marks the end of the war on
September 3.  A frequent flashpoint for
nationalist tensions is Yasukuni Shrine,
which honors millions of war dead includ-
ing senior military and political figures
convicted of war crimes after the conflict’s
end. Abe visited in December 2013, spark-
ing fury in Beijing and Seoul and earning a
rare diplomatic rebuke from close ally the
United States.He has since refrained and
reactions by China and South Korea to vis-
its by cabinet ministers and lawmakers,
while sti l l  critical,  have become less

intense.  Separately, Abe and Emperor
Akihito both reiterated Japan’s commit-
ment to peace at an official ceremony to
commemorate the war dead. “We shall
never again repeat the horrors of war,” Abe
said. Akihito expressed similar sentiments.
“Reflecting on our past and bearing in
mind the feelings of deep remorse, I

earnestly hope that the ravages of war will
never be repeated,” he said.

‘Extremely regrettable’
China’s official Xinhua news agency in a

commentary said Abe’s comments missed
the mark as he “failed again to offer a sin-
cere apology for the country’s wartime

aggression in Asia”. Park, however, stressed
the need to look forward in her nationally
televised speech in Seoul. “We should new-
ly define relations with Japan to forge
future-oriented ties,” she said. But her
remarks coincided with the visit by 10 law-
makers to the Dokdo islets where they met
South Korean security personnel based
there. South Korea has long controlled the
islets in the Sea of Japan (East Sea) which
are known in Japanese as Takeshima, but
Tokyo has never renounced its claim.  

“We absolutely cannot accept this,” top
government spokesman Yoshihide Suga
told reporters in Tokyo, calling it “extremely
regrettable”. Abe and Park are scheduled to
visit China early next month for a Group of
20 summit hosted by President Xi Jinping,
while Japan is due to host a trilateral lead-
ers’ meeting later this year. Abe sent the
offering to Yasukuni as president of the rul-
ing Liberal Democratic Party rather than as
prime minister in an apparent attempt to
lessen criticism.  

A total of 67 members of Japan’s parlia-
ment - 59 from Abe’s ruling LDP-visited the
shrine en masse in the morning. Tomomi
Inada, Abe’s hawkish new defense minister
who has been a frequent visitor to
Yasukuni in past years, was on an official
visit to Djibouti. But two members of Abe’s
cabinet showed up at the shrine in the
afternoon. “I don’t think the way a country
commemorates people who died for their
country should be a diplomatic issue,”
Sanae Takaichi, internal affairs minister,
told reporters. — AFP 

SEONGJU: Residents have their heads shaved during a rally to oppose a plan to deploy an advanced
US missile defense system called Terminal High-Altitude Area Defense, or THAAD, in Seongju, South
Korea yesterday. —AP 

Abe avoids Yasukuni Shrine 
as Japan marks WWII’s end
Japan, S Korea strike conciliatory note on war anniversary

TOKYO: Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe (left) bows to an altar beside Emperor
Akihito and Empress Michiko to give a speech during the official annual memorial
service for war victims in Tokyo yesterday. — AFP 

SRINAGAR: A paramilitary police commander
was shot dead in Kashmir’s main city while four
suspected separatist militants were killed in gun
battles yesterday as violence flared in the disput-
ed Himalayan region on Indian Independence
Day. The commander was critically injured in an
ambush in Srinagar’s Nowhatta locality and later
died in hospital while two militants were killed
in a shootout which followed the attack, an offi-
cer of India’s Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF)
said. “We have lost a commanding officer. Two
militants were also killed in the ensuing gun-
fight,” said Atul Karwal, the force’s inspector gen-
eral in the region. He said nine others were
injured after coming under fire during a patrol,
including two local policemen who were in a
critical condition at a hospital. 

The officer could not immediately confirm
the identities of the slain militants but said they
were “non-locals”, usually a reference to Pakistani
nationals.  Authorities have imposed a curfew in
large parts of Kashmir, India’s only Muslim
majority state, since July 9 during an upsurge in
violence sparked by the killing of a top militant
commander called Burhan Wani in a gunfight
with security forces. More than 50 civilians have
been killed in clashes between protesters and
security forces, and thousands more injured in

the region’s worst violence since 2010.
In a separate gunfight yesterday, two mili-

tants were killed near the Line of Control (LoC) -
the de facto border between India and Pakistan-
in the northern Uri sector, an Indian army
spokesman said.  S D Goswami said the militants
sneaked over onto the Indian side but were chal-
lenged by border guards who killed them in a
gunfight. Their bodies have been recovered.
Kashmir has been divided between India and
Pakistan since the end of British colonial rule in
August 1947 but both claim the territory in full.
It is the epicenter of a separatist insurgency, with
several rebel groups fighting Indian troops and
police as they seek either independence or a
merger with Pakistan.

Separatist groups traditionally order citizens
to observe a shutdown on Independence Day to
protest Indian rule. The state’s first woman chief
minister Mehbooba Mufti called on India and
Pakistan to make the LoC irrelevant to bring
peace in the region. “I appeal to both countries
that this line dividing Kashmir should be made
irrelevant,” Mufti told a thinly attended gathering
at a sports stadium in Srinagar. She blamed the
Indian leadership for the current crisis in Kashmir
and appealed to protesting youths to return to
their schools and colleges. — AFP

Kashmir hit by deadly unrest 

KASHMIR: Indian paramilitary soldiers gather besides bloodstains on a street after a colleague
was killed in a gunfight in Srinagar yesterday. — AFP 

Unexploded bombs extend 
Yemeni war’s deadly toll


