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TELFORD: A former Premier League foot-
baller has died, three of his former clubs
said yesterday, following reports he was
shot with a Taser by police. Dalian
Atkinson died around 90 minutes after a
Taser was used on him by police officers,
Britain’s Press Association reported. Local
police said in a statement that officers
had been called to an address in central
England amid concerns “for the safety of
an individual.”

Sheffield Wednesday, Aston Villa and
Ipswich all paid their respects to
Atkinson in posts on their websites.
Wednesday confirmed the 48-year-old’s

death after becoming satisfied that
Atkinson was the man who died.

England’s Football Association said it
was “saddened to hear of the passing” of
Atkinson, who represented England’s ‘B’
team. Forensic officers were at the prop-
erty in question in Telford on Monday
and the road remained cordoned off.
Police said a man received medical atten-
tion after officers used a Taser when they
arrived in the early hours of yesterday.

“An ambulance was dispatched and
upon arrival found a man who had been
Tasered,” said the West Midlands
Ambulance Service, which added that

the man’s condition deteriorated as he
was being taken to hospital and he went
into cardiac arrest.

“Despite the efforts of the crew and
hospital staff, it was not possible to save
him and he was confirmed dead at hospi-
tal, shortly after arrival.” The incident has
been referred to the Independent Police
Complaints Commission.

The IPCC currently is investigating the
death of another British person, former
soldier Spencer Beynon, in June follow-
ing the use of a Taser by police. Atkinson
scored 20 Premier League goals during
his time at Aston Villa from 1991-95. He

also played for Ipswich, Wednesday and
Manchester City in England, and had
spells with Real Socieded in Spain,
Fenerbahce in Turkey and also in South
Korea. He represented England’s ‘B’ team.

Atkinson was most famous for a scor-
ing a goal for Villa against Wimbledon in
October 1992, when he ran from inside
his own half, evaded a number of
attempted challenges before chipping
the ball over the goalkeeper and into the
net. It was voted as goal of the season in
the 1992-93 Premier League.

“Aston Villa is saddened to hear of the
death of our former striker Dalian

Atkinson,” the second-tier club said in a
statement. “Dalian undoubtedly provid-
ed real memorable moments during his
time in claret and blue.”

Wednesday said Atkinson was “widely
regarded as one of the most exciting
football talents to emerge during the
mid-1980s to early 1990s.” In an era when
English players seldom played abroad,
Atkinson scored 12 goals in 29 league
games during one season with Real
Sociedad, before returning to England to
play for Villa. He scored 10 goals in 21
league games for Istanbul-based
Fenerbahce after leaving Villa. — AP

Ex-Premier League player dies after being shot with Taser

SEVILLE: Barcelona’s Luis Suarez, left, celebrates with teammates after scoring the first goal during the Spanish Super Cup first leg soccer
match, against Sevilla, at Ramon Sanchez-Pizjuan stadium in Seville, Spain, Sunday. — AP

MADRID: Luis Suarez insisted the Spanish Super
Cup is not Barcelona’s yet after helping his team
shoot down Sevilla 2-0 to give them a comfort-
able lead after Sunday’s first leg of the final.

The Uruguayan opened the scoring early in
the second half, making amends for two earlier
misses, before Munir El Haddadi sealed the win
when he ran on to a Lionel Messi through-ball
and fired home.

Having been beaten 4-0 by Athletic Bilbao in
the first leg of last year’s final, Barcelona were
determined to improve on that showing, setting
themselves up nicely for the return at Camp Nou
on August 17.

“This is not decided,” Suarez told Spanish tele-
vision after the game. “In the second half we
played very well. It’s important to win away from
home against an opponent as good as Sevilla.”
He was not impressed with some of the home
supporters who shouted insults at him from the
stands at the Ramon Sanchez-Pizjuan.

Suarez added: “They can keep talking, I’m
going to do my thing, which is to play football.
It’s not a problem, we are the protagonists, not
them.” Luis Enrique was thrilled with the per-
formance, which puts his team halfway towards
the first trophy of the season.

“We continue with the same ambition as
always,” he said in his post-game press confer-

ence. “This team knows how to sacrifice and
compete, because we want all the titles and
we’ve ended up with a magnificent result. “We
played a good game, as much defensively as in
attack, and in the second half we were able to
connect with the forwards and open the scoring.
I am very happy with everything.”

The coach sprang a surprise with his selec-
tion, picking Jeremy Mathieu at left-back and
Arda Turan at left-wing in place of the absent
Neymar, with all four summer signings left out.
Sergi Roberto was also chosen out of position at
right-back, ahead of Aleix Vidal.

THIRD TIME LUCKY
However, by the 35th minute both Lucas

Digne and Denis Suarez had to be brought on
for their official debuts, with Mathieu and
Andres Iniesta injuring their hamstring and knee
respectively.

Iniesta was making his 594th appearance for
Barcelona, taking over from Carles Puyol as the
player with the second most appearances for the
club, behind Xavi Hernandez, but it was ended
prematurely after a fierce challenge by Gabriel
Mercado. The first period saw few chances creat-
ed, although the best of them fell to Luis Suarez
in the sixth minute. Sergio Busquets played him
in and after spinning masterfully away from the

defence his low strike was saved well by goal-
keeper Sergio Rico. At the other end Jorge
Sampaoli’s team worked their way into the game
but despite plenty of possession in dangerous
areas, they couldn’t worry Claudio Bravo.

Luis Suarez spurned another good chance at
the start of the second half when Rico saved his
flicked effort, but it was third time lucky for the
Uruguayan. Denis Suarez lofted a neat ball into
the area and Turan chested it home for the for-
ward to finish with aplomb.

Messi should have doubled the lead
moments later, but Rico made a fine stop from
his dinked effort, after good work by Turan and
Suarez carved the Argentine an opening.

Eventually substitute Munir put the game
and probably the tie to bed sliding the ball past
Rico with the outside of his left boot after Messi
fed through an inviting pass.

It was evident that neither team were as fit as
they would have liked, with Sevilla energy levels
falling away in the second half, no doubt as a
result of playing 120 minutes in a heartbreaking
last gasp 3-2 defeat Real Madrid in the UEFA
Super Cup earlier in the week.

Now Sampaoli needs to pick them up ahead
of the second leg on Wednesday, where a monu-
mental effort will be required if they are to over-
turn the deficit. — AFP

Suarez gives Barcelona 

edge in Spanish Super cup

COLOMBO: Centuries from Steve Smith
and Shaun Marsh raised Australian hopes
of avoiding a whitewash in the final Test
against Sri Lanka yesterday before the visi-
tors were pegged back by their bogeyman
Rangana Herath.

Smith and Marsh compiled a record 246
runs for the second wicket, putting
Australia on track for a decisive lead in
reply to Sri Lanka’s first innings total of 355,
before Herath put the brakes on with a six
wicket haul.  Australia were eventually all
out for 379, a lead which was cut to just
two by close of play as Sri Lanka reached 22
at stumps, albeit with the loss of opener
Dilruwan Perera who was lbw to Mitchell
Starc for eight.  Dimuth Karunaratne was
unbeaten on eight, alongside Kaushal Silva
who has so far made six at the Sinhalese
Sports Club ground in the final match of
the series. Australia are trailing 0-2.

“Pretty evenly balanced at the moment,
really important that we can get a few early
wickets in the first session tomorrow and
keep them to as low a total as possible,”
Shaun Marsh said at the close-of-play press
conference.  Herath-who took a hat-trick in
the last Test and 10 wickets in the first
match of the series-again brought the
hosts back into contention by taking six for
81. The 38-year-old ran through the
Australian tail despite struggling with a
groin injury that he picked up while batting
for Sri Lanka.  “He just shows so much guts
and fight. And for an older guy to show
that, it just ignites the fight within the
younger group,” said Sri Lankan coach
Graham Ford.

“The example that he sets makes the
coach and leadership’s job all the much
easier. “He takes on the quicks and after his
nasty incident comes on to bowl and
makes a couple of brilliant diving stops off

his own bowling. And if you have got the
old man throwing like that, then yougsters
have no excuses.” Herath got good support
from the medium-pacer Suranga Lakmal,
who struck with the second new ball in the
second session to get the wicket of Marsh
and break the dangerous partnership.

Marsh, who had hit his 19th boundary
off the previous delivery, was bowled on
130 after he chopped Lakmal’s good-
length delivery onto his stumps.  Ausralian
skipper Smith, who hit 10 fours and a six
during his 119-run knock, departed after
being stumped off Herath, with the third
umpire ruling in favour of the bowler in a
close decision.

MARATHON STAND
The marathon partnership between

Smith and Marsh was the highest second-
wicket stand between the two countries.
“It was hard work for sure. Really enjoyed
today. Had a big partnership with the cap-
tain and obviously I am really happy,” Marsh
said.  The pair ensured that Australia did
not lose a wicket in the first session as the
visitors took lunch on 235 for one.

Marsh, who was drafted into the
Australia side because of his long experi-
ence of Asian conditions, survived a
dropped catch on 67 early in the morning
against Herath but soon took control.

He brought up his hundred with an
inside edge off Dilruwan Perera that went
for a boundary and celebrated by hugging
his skipper at the other end.  

Smith, who resumed the day on 61,
reached his 15th Test century to improve
on his previous best of 55 in the series.
Mitchell Marsh, who registered his second
Test half-century, contributed a useful 53 to
help Australia surpass Sri Lanka’s first
innings score. — AFP

COLOMBO: Australia’s Steve Smith celebrates scoring a century during the third day of
their third test cricket match against Sri Lanka in Colombo, Sri Lanka, yesterday. — AP

LONDON: I t  is very early days in Zlatan
Ibrahimovic’s Manchester United career, but the
Swedish striker’s initial successes have already
evoked memories of Old Trafford legend Eric
Cantona.  Cantona made an extraordinary impact
when he arrived from Leeds United in November
1992, inspiring Alex Ferguson’s team to end the
club’s 26-year wait for the English title.

United have not fallen anywhere near as low in
the three years since Ferguson retired in 2013, but
after the gloom of David Moyes and Louis van
Gaal’s managerial tenures, Ibrahimovic has given
them a major lift.  “For the next two seasons I think
he can be phenomenal for the team and the
Premier League,” said United manager Jose
Mourinho after Ibrahimovic scored in Sunday’s 3-1
win at Bournemouth.

“Eric Cantona was here at the best moment in
his career. This guy (Ibrahimovic) is more than a
player.” Ibrahimovic began the season by scoring in
the Community Shield, heading home an 83rd-
minute winner as FA Cup winners United overcame
Leicester City.  Cantona also decided a Community
Shield, netting a hat-trick in a 4-3 win over
Liverpool in August 1992, but he was playing for
league champions Leeds.  He joined Manchester
United in a shock move three months later.
Winning the league in his first season gave
Cantona a third straight national title, following
previous successes with Marseille and Leeds.  He
would go on to win a further three with United,
plus two FA Cups.  Ibrahimovic, 34, hopes to win a
fifth consecutive title, after four with Paris Saint-
Germain, and 12th in total (the two he won at
Juventus having been revoked due to the
Calciopoli referee-rigging scandal).  As much as his
title-winning know-how, Ibrahimovic was signed
from PSG to inject some panache and self-belief
into a United changing room that had lost the self-
assurance of the Ferguson era. Discussing
Cantona’s arrival, Ferguson said: “He swaggered in,

stuck his chest out, raised his head and surveyed
everything as though he were asking: ‘I’m Cantona.
How big are you? Are you big enough for me?’”

BREAKFAST PEP TALKS 
Ibrahimovic’s arrival at United has been described

in comparable terms, with captain Wayne Rooney
and midfield team-mate Morgan Schneiderlin both
speaking about his “aura”. On the pitch, Ibrahimovic
has made an assured start with two goals in two
games. At Bournemouth he showed a willingness to

drop deep from his number nine role and allow
Rooney to take his place at the tip of the attack.  Both
players were on target at the Vitality Stadium,
Rooney putting United 2-0 up before Ibrahimovic
opened his Premier League account with a low shot
from 25 yards. Ibrahimovic is also having an impact
behind the scenes.  Ferguson has often spoken
about how Cantona’s dedication on the training
ground inspired a young generation of United play-
ers including David Beckham and Paul Scholes to
raise their game. — AFP

Smith, Marsh tons give 

Australia slender lead

Sri Lanka 1st innings 355 (D. Chandimal
132, D. de Silva 129; M. Starc 
5-63, N. Lyon 3-110)

Australia 1st innings
D. Warner c Kusal Perera b de Silva 11
S. Marsh b Lakmal 130
S. Smith st Kusal Perera b Herath 119
A. Voges lbw b Herath 22
M. Henriques st Kusal Perera b Herath 4
M. Marsh c Mendis b Herath 53
P. Nevill lbw b Dilruwan Perera 14
M. Starc not out 9
N. Lyon c Mendis b Dilruwan Perera 3
J. Hazlewood b Herath 0
J. Holland c Mathews b Herath 1
Extras (b4, lb9) 13
Total (all out, 125.1 overs) 379
Fall of wickets: 1-21 (Warner), 2-267 (S.

Marsh), 3-275 (Smith), 4-283 
(Henriques), 5-316 (Voges), 6-353 (Nevill),
7-367 (M. Marsh), 8-376 (Lyon), 9-377
(Hazlewood), 10-379 (Holland).
Bowling: Perera 44-4-129-2, de Silva 7-0-
27-1, Herath 38.1-11-81-6, 
Sandakan 19-0-70-0, Lakmal 13-0-54-1,
Mathews 4-1-5-0.

Sri Lanka 2nd innings
D. Perera lbw b Starc 8
D. Karunaratne not out 8
K. Silva not out 6
Extras 0
Total (1 wicket; 5 overs) 22
Fall of wickets: 1-8 (Perera)
Bowling: Starc 3-0-19-1, Lyon 2-0-3-0
To bat: K. Perera, K. Mendis, A. Mathews,
D. Chandimal, D. de Silva, R. Herath, L.
Sandakan, S. Lakmal.

SCOREBOARD

COLOMBO: Scoreboard at stumps on the third day of the third and final Test between
Sri Lanka and Australia in Colombo yesterday:

Zlatan Ibrahimovic treads in 

Cantona’s Man Utd footsteps

LILLE: This file photo taken on June 26, 2016 shows Germany’s forward Lukas Podolski cele-
brating at the end of the Euro 2016 round of 16 football match between Germany and Slovakia
at the Pierre-Mauroy stadium in Villeneuve-d’Ascq near Lille on June 26, 2016. The 31-year-old
forward, who became World champion with his team in 2014, announced on August 15, 2016
that he will retire from the German national football team. — AFP


