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MOSCOW: Russia’s Paralympic Committee yesterday
announced it has filed an appeal against the decision to
ban the country from the Rio Paralympic Games over
evidence of state-sponsored doping.

A statement by the committee said that it had “sent
an appeal on August 15 to the Court of Arbitration for
Sport (CAS)”. A hearing has been set for August 21 in Rio
and a final ruling was expected August 22, it said.
Russia’s drug-tarnished reputation suffered another
blow when the International Paralympic Committee
(IPC) announced this month it was suspending the
country over evidence of state involvement in a doping
cover-up scheme published in a World Anti-Doping
Agency (WADA) report by Canadian lawyer Richard
McLaren. Russian sports minister Vitaly Mutko slammed
the ban as “beyond belief”, vowing that the country
would contest the decision in court. 

The IPC said its decision to bar Russia on August 7
was unanimous and there was support from member
bodies including the British Paralympic Association. 

IPC president Philip Craven said this month that
Russia’s “thirst for glory at all costs has severely dam-
aged the integrity and image of all sport”.

“Their ‘medals over morals’ attitude disgusts me,” he
said. The president of Russia’s Paralympic Committee,
Vladimir Lukin, insisted last week that the committee
had done all it could to tackle doping and Moscow had
fulfilled all its obligations. 

Russia continues to deny the findings of the McLaren
report including the involvement of the sports ministry
and the Russian secret service in doping fraud at the
2014 Sochi Winter Olympics. 

McLaren is due to release more definitive conclu-
sions from his investigation by the end of September
that could reignite the debate over Russia’s scandal-rid-
den anti-doping programme.

Russia narrowly escaped a blanket ban from the Rio
Olympics last month when the International Olympic
Committee (IOC) left it up to international sports federa-
tions to determine which Russians were eligible to com-
pete while granting itself a final say. 

The Paralympics, held every four years for athletes
with disabilities, has taken place in various forms since
1948 but has grown in importance over the past 20
years. Nearly 4,300 athletes from 164 countries took part
in the 2012 London Paralympic Games.  The 2016 Rio
Paralympics next month will see athletes with disabili-
ties compete in 23 disciplines over 11 days. — AFP

Russia files 

Rio ban appeal

NEW DELHI: India despaired yesterday at a weekend of
failures by its main medal hopefuls in Rio as commentators
warned that the Olympics’ ultimate under-achievers could
return home from Brazil completely empty-handed.

Following a string of disappointments in the first week
of competition, sports fans had been banking on India’s
tennis, badminton and hockey stars to lift the mood and
restore some national pride in time for Monday’s
Independence Day celebrations.

But those hopes were crushed during a string of below-
par performances on Sunday afternoon, before the final
blow came in the evening when gymnast Dipa Karmakar
just missed out on a medal by finishing fourth in the
women’s vault. After reminding readers that the last time
India departed an Olympics empty-handed was at the
1992 games in Barcelona, the Times of India lamented that
“a repeat, sadly, is on the cards”.

The First Post website meanwhile called day nine of the
competition “the most dismal one for India so far”, under-
scoring the sense of letdown in the world’s second most
populous nation. One of the biggest disappointments was
the defeat of Saina Nehwal, the poster girl of Indian sport,
who crashed out of the badminton competition by losing
to a player 56 places below her in the world rankings.

The experienced mixed doubles pair of Sania Mirza and
Rohan Bopanna then missed out on a bronze by being out-
classed by Lucia Hradecka and Radek Stepanek of the
Czech Republic in the third-place playoff following an earli-
er defeat to the United States.

INSULT TO INJURY 
And adding insult to injury, the men’s hockey team-

which once dominated the Olympics and has won a total
of eight golds-was beaten in the quarter-finals by Belgium
in a performance the Hindustan Times described as “dis-
mal” and “lacklustre”. Even the country’s shooters, who
secured medals at the last three Olympics, were off target
and failed to gain a place on the podium in any of the disci-
plines. In a series of tweets over the weekend, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi insisted Indians should be proud
of their compatriots in Brazil while adding that people had
to learn how to deal with adversity.

“I urge all athletes who have their games remaining to
give their best & play with determination, not get bur-
dened by what the result will be”, said the prime minister.

“India is phenomenally proud of all our athletes in Rio &
their hardwork that got them there. Victory & setbacks are
all a part of life.” — AFP

RIO DE JANEIRO: India’s Ravinder Khatri (yellow) wres-
tles with Hungary’s Viktor Lorincz in their men’s 85kg
greco-roman round of 16 match yesterday, during the
wrestling event of the Rio 2016 Olympic Games at the
Carioca Arena 2 in Rio de Janeiro. — AFP 

India despairs 

over Rio flops

RIO DE JANEIRO: The world sports tribunal
yesterday overturned a last-minute IAAF ban
on long-jumper Darya Klishina taking part in
the Rio Olympics.

Klishina, 25, was the only Russian accept-
ed for the Olympic track and field but the
sport’s world body suspended her on Friday
after new information on her doping record
emerged.

After a day of hearings, the Court of
Arbitration (CAS) announced that Klishina’s
appeal had succeeded and she “remained
eligible to compete in the Olympic Games
in Rio.” The decision came just in time for
Klishina, a former European indoor champi-

on,  to resume her campaign for  the
women’s long-jump competition which
starts today. Russia’s Sports Minister Vitaly
Mutko welcomed the decision, saying “you
cannot punish her for what she did not do.”
The appeal was the latest fallout from the
inquir y by Canadian lawyer R ichard
McLaren for the World Anti-Doping Agency
which accused Russia of mass “state-spon-
sored” doping. The CAS said it was McLaren
who provided the “new factual elements”
about Klishina which led the International
Association of Athletics Federations (IAAF)
to revoke her Rio eligibility.

The IAAF doping board rejected 67 ath-
letes entered by Russia but accepted Klishina,
who is based in Florida, because she lived
abroad and had been through regular inter-
national doping checks after a cutoff period
starting January 1, 2014.

The doping review board told the CAS

hearing that “certain of the athlete’s samples
has been subject to tampering and manipula-
tion,” according to the tribunal’s statement.

‘PROVOCATIVE MOMENTS’ 
Media reports have said two bottles of

Klishina’s urine samples had been tampered
with and one of the samples contained two
different kinds of DNA. 

The CAS panel decided however that
despite McLaren’s new information, Klishina
“complied with the relevant criteria (to com-
pete at Rio) because of her permanent resi-
dence outside Russia.”

It added that Klishina “established that she
was subject to fully compliant drug-testing
in- and out-of-competition outside of Russia”
from 2014 onwards. Klishina had insisted in a
statement after the ban was announced that
she is “clean”. Her lawyers have argued that no
evidence had been presented, only that

McLaren had told the IAAF about the sample
bottles which reportedly had scratch marks
on them. Speaking to Moscow’s Interfax news
agency Sports Minister Mutko said justice had
been done. 

“This decision proves that justice can be
fair,” he said. He told R-Sport news agency that
he regretted that international sports authori-
ties had “played with her nerves.” McLaren’s
report released in July said the Russian sports
ministry and secret service found a way to
open tamper-proof bottles to switch samples.
Russia had seized on the new ban on Klishina
to reinforce its claim that it is the target of a
campaign. Earlier Mutko, who is barred from
Rio because of the doping controversy, called
the IAAF ban “inhuman”.

“It’s possible that this won’t be the last
provocation,” Mutko told Russian press
agency TASS. “Some provocative moments
are premeditated.” — AFP

RIO DE JANEIRO: Britain’s Justin Rose was
listening to “God Save The Queen” and
watching the Union Jack rise into the sky
Sunday while still trying to fully appreciate
the historic Olympic gold medal around his
neck. The 36-year-old Englishman had out-
dueled Sweden’s Henrik Stenson in a ten-
sion-packed Rio final-round thriller Sunday
to capture the first Olympic golf title in 112
years and was in the midst of a dream
made real while on the podium.

“That was a really surreal moment,” Rose
said. “It’s a moment we’ve seen in other
sports. It felt very different to any other
tournament.  “Obviously when the national
anthem goes up, it ’s a very profound
moment.  It’s a very proud moment when
you are able to share this moment with
people back home.”

Rose pitched the ball 18 inches from the
cup on the par-5 18th hole and sank the
birdie putt to beat Stenson by two strokes
for the greatest triumph of his life.

“Oh my God. That felt better than any-
thing I’ve ever won. It was the best tourna-
ment I’ve ever done,” Rose said. “Coming up
with that last pitch when I needed it was
magical.” Rose fired a closing four-under
par 67 to finish 72 holes on 16-under 268.
Stenson, whose poor chip left him a near-
impossible putt to stay level with Rose,

closed with a bogey to take the silver on
270, one stroke ahead of US bronze medal-
ist Matt Kuchar.“I have no regrets. I did as
well as I could,” Stenson said. “I battled pret-
ty well. It was going to come down to who
finished better at the end.  “ To be an
Olympic medalist is something special. It
was the gift of a lifetime coming here.”

TOURNAMENT AND A CARNIVAL 
An event dimmed by the decisions of

more than 20 players to stay away, includ-
ing world number one Jason Day of
Australia and the entire world top four, pro-
vided plenty of excitement and spectacular
shotmaking as the gold hung on a knife’s
edge all day. “It felt like a cross between a
golf tournament and a carnival,” Rose said.
“It was unique, incredible.”

A sellout crowd of 12,000 included peo-
ple wanting to take photographs, a golf no-
no, and anxious to pick up the ball until
instructed to leave it be.  “Hopefully we’ve
shown Brazil what golf is about,” Rose said.
Just a month after fifth-ranked Stenson
won his first major title at last month’s
British Open in a final-day battle with
American Phil Mickelson, he found himself
locked in a similar fight with 12th-ranked
Rose.  Deadlocked at 18, Stenson was shy
of the green with his approach while Rose
was left of the green with bunkers
between, the gold fight down to a pitch
and putt contest.

Stenson’s ball hit the green and spun
back from the cup, 22 feet away. Rose hit
his amazing wedge shot and Stenson ran

his birdie attempt eight feet past the hole,
then missed his comeback putt and made
bogey.  Seconds later, Rose tapped in for
gold, raised his right fist into the air and
then used it to tap the Team GB logo on his
shirt over his heart.  “I wanted to let go a lit-
tle bit, maybe display how much it meant. I
had been holding it in all day,” Rose said.

“This is just a dream come true. To come
out of it with a medal is incredible. To come
out of it with gold is unbelievable.”

KUCHAR MATCHES OLYMPIC MARK 
Kuchar, ranked 20th, emerged from a

host of contenders to take the last podium

spot by firing a 63, matching the Olympic
record set in round one by Australian
Marcus Fraser. Neither would have been an
Olympian had their top-four compatriots
attended.

“To get the bronze medal around my
neck is such a thrill,” Kuchar said. “The over-
whelming sense of pride is just remark-
able.” Rose toasted his late father Ken, his
first golf coach, and emotionally recalled
them watching past Olympics together.

“If he was here and had a son who was
an Olympic gold medalist, he would proba-
bly say, ‘What a great accomplishment,’”
Rose said. —  AFP
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back into Rio Games
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BEIJING: This file photo taken on August 28, 2015 shows Russia’s Darya Klishina competing in the final of the women’s long jump athletics event at the 2015 IAAF World
Championships at the “Bird’s Nest” National Stadium in Beijing on August 28, 2015.  The world sports tribunal yesterday overturned a last-minute IAAF ban on long-jumper
Darya Klishina taking part in the Rio Olympics. — AFP

Rose captures first

golf gold in 112 years

RIO DE JANEIRO: Britain’s Justin Rose celebrates his victory in the men’s individual
stroke play final day at the Olympic Golf course during the Rio 2016 Olympic Games
in Rio de Janeiro on Sunday. — AFP

RIO DE JANEIRO: Many Brazilians who
lined the fairways at the weekend to
watch the first Olympic golf tournament
in a century say the sport’s growth in
South America’s largest country is no
hole-in-one.

They took curious delight in walking
among some of the world’s top players,
but doubted golf would take off. “In golf
you need a lot of patience. Brazilians
aren’t patient. We are more fiery,” said Lena
Salgado, one of the few Brazilians to have
played the game.

The new course, carved out of natural
park in the southwest of Rio de Janeiro,
will become a public facility after the
Games, a legacy for promoting the sport
in Brazil.

Brazilian fans say the main issue,
though, will be cost. The green fees will be
set at $80 for Brazilians and between $200
and $250 for tourists, with golfers charged
$8-$10 to play a four-hole practice course,

says the Brazilian Golf Confederation.
In a country facing economic hardship

and a minimum wage equal to $275 a
month, even the practice course will be a
stretch for many Brazilians. Then there is
the pricy equipment. “Even $8-$10 for a
local, that is a lot of money and they could
spend that money somewhere else and
go to beaches and have even more fun,”
said 16-year-old Taichi Fukai, a Sao Paulo
resident who was roaming the course with
his family on Sunday to see the gold
medal winner, Justin Rose.

Fukai, who started playing golf last
year at a private golf club at Sao Paulo, is
one of only 20,000 golfers in Brazil, a
country of 200 million people. Argentina
has 100,000 golfers.

GOLFING NATION
The world’s golf industry, which has

suffered since the 2008 global financial
crisis, has seen sales of golf apparel and

equipment falling for several years, and is
looking to emerging countries like Brazil
to find growth.

To appeal to occasional golfers and
beginners, course designer Gil Hanse
included the small practice course. On the
main layout, he opted for large greens and
open fairways. Paulo Pacheco, president of
the Brazilian Golf Confederation, said
Brazil aimed to overtake Argentina to
become the top golfing nation in South
America in the next 10 years.

Brazil has only 123 courses, less than
half of the 319 in Argentina which has a
third of Brazil’s population, according to a
2015 report by the R&A, the British Open
organiser. Golf ’s biggest market, the
United States, has 15,373 courses.

Bridgestone Corp, the Japanese tyre
company that also makes golf balls and
clubs, is an Olympic sponsor and set up a
mini-golf course and golf demonstration
zone at the course.

Phil Pacsi, Bridgestone’s vice president
of sports marketing, said 3,000 people
dropped by for the golf activities and that
about 60 percent of them were Brazilians.

“We want to try to build the exposure
of golf and help this course be successful,”
Pacsi said. Many Brazilian spectators
seemed skeptical. Rodrigo Braga, 42,
picked up golf in South Africa and tried to
keep up the hobby in Rio by buying clubs.

“I’m a golf addict but I keep my clubs in
Brasilia because golf in Rio is just too
expensive,” he explained as he camped
out at the first tee to watch top players
like Sweden’s Henrik Stenson and
American Rickie Fowler. 

Refael Silva, a doctor who lives in Rio,
was following the tournament’s lone
Brazilian player, Adilson de Silva, on the
ninth hole on Saturday. 

What did he think? “The course is very
nice but I think the sport is boring,” he said
with a laugh. — Reuters

Will Brazil take up golf after Games? 


