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RIO DE JANEIRO: NBA marksman Klay
Thompson shook off his Rio slump to net
30 points but the USA laboured again to
defeat France Sunday as Olympic basket-
ball heads for the knockout rounds.  The
100-97 victory means the two-time defend-
ing gold medallists have won their group at
5-0 but must wait until Monday to learn
their quarter-final opponent.

Australia, meanwhile, beat Venezuela
81-56 to finish second in Group A at 4-1
and thereby avoid the USA in the medal-
round brackets.  After close calls against
Australia and Serbia, the heavily favoured
Americans had their hands full  again
despite France resting star guard Tony
Parker for the medal rounds.

France was down just 55-46 at halftime
as they found ways to penetrate the
American defensive press. “I think we just
let up a little bit (defensively) and you can’t
let up in this kind of tournament,” said
Thompson.

One of the NBA’s top shooters,
Thompson hit only 15 percent of his shots
before Sunday. But the Golden State
Warriors guard buried five three-pointers in
a brief third-quarter span for a 16-point
USA lead. 

“I don’t care if I shoot 10 percent the rest
of the tournament. If we get the gold
medal, that’s all that really matters,” said
Klay, who finished 9-for-16 from the field.

BIG PLAYS 
Parker’s replacement Thomas Heurtel

helped keep France in it, scoring nine of his
18 points down the stretch, but Les Bleus
ran out of time as the Americans came up
with big plays late.

They included a Kevin Durant alley-oop
dunk off a Kyrie Irving pass thrown as the
Cleveland Cavaliers guard sprawled to the
floor.  Defence has been a USA worry as
they seek a widely expected third straight
gold. Pressuring opponents, they came into
the France game averaging 18.8 turnovers
forced and 24.8 points off turnovers per
game, both tournament bests.  But in their
last two contests, Australia and Serbia kept
finding ways to score, and threatened to
win. Coach Mike Krzyzewski cited
Thompson’s play as a sign that his squad
was warming up offensively, calling it “a
huge plus.”

“But obviously we are going to have to
play better defensively,” he said.  “Coach K”
admits the newly-assembled US team is
still getting acclimatized to international
basketball, where top teams use constant
movement to work deep into a possession
for better shots. Other teams are likely to
exploit that in the knock-out phases start-
ing Wednesday.

“We got complacent on defence, and
teams like this that move a lot off the ball,

you can’t get complacent,” Thompson said
of France.  The USA has not lost an Olympic
game since Athens 2004, or internationally
for a decade.

In the quarters, they will face either
Spain, Croatia or Brazil, who all seek final

Group B wins Monday to stay alive.
Australia easily handled Venezuela, icing
the contest with a 10-0 fourth-period run
on a pair of three-pointers from guard Chris
Goulding, who led all scorers with 22.

The Aussies will thus avoid the USA until

the final, if they get that far. Serbia defeat-
ed winless China 94-60 to grab the last
Group A spot. In Group B, Argentina and
Lithuania, both 3-1, have advanced but will
seek wins to decide who wins the group
and avoids the USA’s bracket. — AFP

USA goes 5-0 as Klay

Thompson dumps slump

BASKETBALL

Gold Silver Bronze Total
United States 26 21 22 69
Britain 15 16 7 38
China 15 13 17 45
Russia 9 11 10 30
Germany 8 5 4 17
France 7 8 7 22
Italy 7 8 6 21
Japan 7 4 15 26
Australia 6 7 9 22
South Korea 6 3 5 14
Hungary 5 3 4 12
Netherlands 4 2 3 9
Spain 3 0 2 5
New Zealand 2 6 0 8
Canada 2 2 9 13
Kazakhstan 2 2 4 8
Colombia 2 2 0 4
Switzerland 2 1 2 5
Belgium 2 1 1 4
Thailand 2 1 1 4
Croatia 2 1 0 3
Iran 2 0 1 3
Jamaica 2 0 1 3
South Africa 1 5 1 7
Sweden 1 4 1 6
Denmark 1 3 3 7
North Korea 1 3 2 6
Brazil 1 2 3 6
Belarus 1 2 1 4
Kenya 1 2 0 3
Cuba 1 1 3 5
Poland 1 1 2 4
Romania 1 1 2 4
Slovenia 1 1 1 3
Argentina 1 1 0 2
Slovakia 1 1 0 2
Vietnam 1 1 0 2
Czech Republic 1 0 5 6
Uzbekistan 1 0 4 5
Ethiopia 1 0 3 4
Taiwan 1 0 2 3
IOA* 1 0 1 2
Greece 1 0 1 2
Fiji 1 0 0 1
Kosovo 1 0 0 1
Puerto Rico 1 0 0 1
Singapore 1 0 0 1
Ukraine 0 3 1 4
Azerbaijan 0 2 0 2
Indonesia 0 2 0 2
Lithuania 0 1 2 3
Georgia 0 1 1 2
Mongolia 0 1 1 2
Bahrain 0 1 0 1
Grenada 0 1 0 1
Ireland 0 1 0 1
Malaysia 0 1 0 1
Philippines 0 1 0 1
Turkey 0 1 0 1
Venezuela 0 1 0 1
Norway 0 0 3 3
Egypt 0 0 2 2
Israel 0 0 2 2
Estonia 0 0 1 1
Kyrghyzstan 0 0 1 1
Portugal 0 0 1 1
Tunisia 0 0 1 1
UAE 0 0 1 1

*Independent Olympic Athletes

RIO DE JANEIRO: Rio Olympics medals table on Sunday
(gold, silver, bronze, total):

SINGAPORE: It was a photo taken with Michael
Phelps that inspired Joseph Schooling to
Olympic gold. So when he was mobbed by fans
on his return to Singapore, he made sure he

posed for a few. Hundreds packed Singapore’s
Changi Airport as the 21-year-old Schooling
returned from Rio de Janeiro with an Olympic
gold medal around his neck yesterday. He beat
his idol in the 100-meter butterfly to deliver the
first ever Olympic gold medal for the city-state
of 5.54 million.

“Definitely the highlight of my life,” he told
the crowd. “Thank you everyone for coming.
This (gold) is not for me. This is for everyone.

Thank you guys.” Schooling, who attends the
University of Texas, will spend four days cele-
brating in events in Singapore, including an
open-top parade.

Sim Siew Png arrived at the airport seven
hours early in the hopes of seeing his hero. “I
wanted to see the golden boy,” the 17-year-old
Sim said as he clutched a pair of red swimming
trunks that he hoped to get autographed.
“Watching the moment live on television left me
excited and happy. My family was screaming.”

Sim was recalling Saturday’s showdown in Rio
where Schooling built a big lead and won in an
Olympic record of 50.39 seconds. Phelps, the
most decorated Olympian of all time, South
Africa’s Chad le Chlos and Laszlo Cseh of
Hungary shared a three-way tie for silver.

Schooling’s father, Colin, did not travel to Rio
but said he’d dreamed of the Singapore anthem
being sung in the Olympic stadium.

“They did it this time,” he said. “That made my
day. “I got a feeling that Michael gave him some
words of praises. I’m glad my son also showed
respect. That goes well with me,” he said. “Now
we have to aim for the world record.” Schooling
spent more than an hour thanking his support-
ers Monday, signing autographs and posing for
photos with fans as people screamed and chant-
ed his name.

Schooling was just a 13-year-old kid in 2008
when Phelps showed up to train at his club in
Singapore ahead of the Beijing Olympics. While
other kids rushed at Phelps wanting photos,
Schooling was frozen. 

He couldn’t believe his swimming idol was in
front of him. Eventually, he mustered the
courage to ask for a picture, too. “A lot of this is
because of Michael,” Schooling said after his vic-
tory. “He’s the reason why I want to be a better
swimmer.” Schooling is already inspiring young
Singaporeans. “I came to support him because
he’s friendly, approachable and very nice to little
children,” Judy Eng said, recounting how her
nine-year-old son was on the receiving end of
one such swimming pep talk.

Not only is Schooling a good role model, he’s
also a little wealthier now too. By winning his
country’s first Olympic gold, Schooling earned a
bonus of $1 million Singapore dollars or nearly
US$750,000. —AP

RIO DE JANEIRO: An overview shows USA’s guard Klay Thompson (bottom) go to the basket despite France’s power forward Boris
Diaw during a Men’s round Group A basketball match between USA and France at the Carioca Arena 1 in Rio de Janeiro on
Sunday during the Rio 2016 Olympic Games. — AFP

RIO DE JANEIRO: Brazil’s Marta juggles the ball during a practice session a day before
the women’s Olympic semifinal soccer match between Brazil and Sweden, in Rio de
Janeiro, Brazil, yesterday. — AP

RIO DE JANEIRO:  Already buoyed by the
pursuit of landing a first gold medal in the
sport for football-mad Brazil,  the hosts’
women will be inspired by the rare chance to
play at the iconic Maracana in their Olympics
semi-final with Sweden today.  Having lived
for so long in the shadow of their male coun-
terparts, the Canarinha are loving their time
in the limelight with a nation enthralled by
their emotional run to the last four.

A heart-stopping 7-6 penalty shootout
win over Australia left five-time World Player
of the Year Marta in tears of relief after her
missed spot-kick looked to have sealed
Brazil’s fate. Instead, goalkeeper Barbara
made two brilliant stops to set up a semi-final
against Sweden, who also ended the USA’s
bid for a fourth straight gold on penalties in
the quarter-finals. “I never thought I could
play at the Maracana,” striker Andressa Alves
told FIFA.com. “The Maracana is the symbol of
Brazilian football. Zico, Ronaldo, everybody...

I’ve got to be there to see what it’s like.” The
23-year-old, whose burgeoning talents have
seen her sign for Barcelona’s women’s team in
June, is loving the support so normally
reserved for Brazil’s men, who are also in semi-
final action at the Maracana against Honduras
on Wednesday. “The guys always get to play in
front of 50 or 60,000 people, but we don’t.
Here, we’re getting those crowds everywhere
and now we’ve got the Maracana, where
there’s going to be even more.”

Unlike the men, who struggled under the
weight of expectation in 0-0 draws against
South Africa and Iraq to open the Games and
in crumbling 7-1 to Germany at the World
Cup on home soil two years ago, Alves
believes the unprecedented support is only
serving to inspire her teammates.  The
women could even have the honour of beat-
ing the men to Brazil’s first ever football gold
with the women’s final at the 78,000 capacity
Maracana on Friday, 24 hours before the
men’s showpiece. “The fans and the country
are motivating us so much. We’re working
hard because the fans are infusing us with all
this energy,” added Alves.  “We’ve got a lot of
people behind us and that makes all the dif-
ference. — AFP

Brazil’s women desperate 

to taste Maracana magic
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Schooling mobbed on 

return to Singapore

SINGAPORE: Singaporean swimmer Joseph Schooling is surrounded by media and people on
his arrival at the Singapore Changi Airport in Singapore yesterday. Schooling won gold medal
in the men’s 100-meter butterfly and made history by winning the country’s first gold medal at
the 2016 Summer Olympics in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. — AP


