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TRENTON, NEW JERSEY: A federal law-
suit brought by a New Jersey lesbian
couple who want to have a baby may
mean insurance coverage for women
who currently don’t meet the state’s def-
inition of infertile.

Erin Krupa was denied insurance cov-
erage for infertility treatments essential-
ly because she failed to show she could-
n’t get pregnant by having sex with a
man. New Jersey law for insurance pur-
poses defines infertility as the result of
failure to conceive after a certain period
of unprotected sex.

Krupa’s insurer eventually agreed to
the coverage, based on her doctor ’s

diagnosis, and she has incurred nearly
$25,000 in out-of-pocket medical
expenses. But she and Marianne Krupa
say in their lawsuit that they are pursu-
ing the case as a civil rights issue - “the
right of all  New Jersey women who
dream of becoming mothers to access
the reproductive health care they need
to realize that dream on an equal basis.”

The plaintiffs
Two other women have joined them

as plaintiffs in the case, filed Aug. 1
against state Banking and Insurance
Commissioner Richard Badolato. His
spokesman did not return a message

left for comment. Meanwhile, some
state lawmakers plan to advance legisla-
tion to change the law when legislators
return from break in September. The
proposal would revise the definition of
infertility to include lesbians, women
without partners and those who have
protected sex.

“The law needs to be changed,” said
Senate Majority Leader Loretta
Weinberg, a Democrat and the bill ’s
sponsor in the Senate. “It’s just time to
push this to the forefront.”

New Jersey’s law currently requires
most insurers to cover expenses
deemed medically necessary as part of

infertility treatment. It defines infertility
as the result of a failure to conceive after
two years of unprotected sex for women
younger than 35 or after one year for
those older than 35.

Fifteen states have laws requiring
insurers to offer coverage for infertility
treatment and diagnosis, according to
the National Conference of State
Legislatures. Maryland and California
have changed their laws to require cov-
erage for same-sex couples.

According to the lawsuit, the Krupas
moved to New Jersey in 2011 from
North Carolina and decided to start a
family.  Erin Krupa was diagnosed with

non-cancerous endometriosis, and her
doctor determined she required infertili-
ty treatment. But she was denied cover-
age of the treatment because she failed
to meet the law’s definition of infertile,
the suit says. Her insurer eventually
agreed to offer coverage based on a
letter from the couple’s doctor, despite
not being legally required to do so, the
suit says.

Both Sen. Nia Gill and Assemblyman
Crag Coughlin, who chair committees
overseeing the legislation in their
respective chambers, said they expect
the bill will get a hearing and likely be
put to a vote. —AP

New Jersey proposal expands infertility coverage to lesbians

HELENA, MONTANA: The underwater webcam
attached to Hayley Shephard’s boat captures
what at first appear to be green glowing orbs as
she motors through an estuary in remote
Canada. Then the orbs come into focus, reveal-
ing some of the more than 3,000 beluga whales
that gather in the waters in and around Hudson
Bay each summer.

The white whales, which resemble oversized
dolphins, nuzzle and clown for the camera. They
feel the lens with their teeth and blow bubbles
at it. Sometimes they swim upside down for a
better view. That’s what Stephen Petersen, head
of conservation and research for Winnipeg’s
Assiniboine Park Zoo, and his wife, biologist Meg
Hainstock, are looking for. Only when the whales
turn upside down can the researchers determine
their sex, which they need as they study the ani-
mals’ social structure and behavior.

Viewers are helping too
The webcam’s viewers across the globe are

helping, too. Its creators - Bozeman, Montana-
based Polar Bears International and Explore.org,
a project of the Annenberg Foundation - includ-
ed a “snapshot” feature that allows viewers to
take still  shots of the feed. Petersen and
Hainstock hope the result will be a trove of pho-
tographs of individual whales that will help
them catalog the population as they try to
answer questions about the animals’ behavior.

For example, why do certain whales of a simi-
lar age and sex consistently gather at certain
times or locations? What function do Hudson
Bay’s estuaries serve for these animals? Do belu-
ga whales have a matriarchal social structure?
Do certain whale groups’ low numbers have a

long-term effect on the rest of the population,
such as the case with the population in Alaska’s
Cook Inlet, which is struggling as compared to
the healthy Hudson Bay population? “As far as I
know, there’s no other investigation of beluga
from under the water on this scale,” Petersen
said. “A lot of the stuff that’s been done before is
from observers on top of the water. It doesn’t
really give us a good sense - belugas don’t spend
a lot of time on top of the water.”

Explore.org and Polar Bears International
have used similar crowdsourcing technology to
monitor polar bears’ annual migration in Hudson
Bay. Researchers hope years of viewers taking
snapshots will provide them with images that
can help assess the bears’ health and reproduc-
tive rates.

Other scientists are increasingly using crowd-
sourcing to raise money for research or perform
tasks that would be too costly or time-consum-
ing to be performed by a team of researchers.
One of the most well-known projects is by the
SETI Institute in Mountain View, California,
whose software has been downloaded by mil-
lions of users and allows researchers to use the
data-processing power of those computers in
the institute’s search for alien life in space. 

“In general, there is a growing interest in
using citizen science projects to raise awareness
and support scientific research,” said Krista
Wright, executive director of Polar Bears
International.

For the beluga whale project, Petersen said
viewers are instructed on how to identify males
from females, and are then asked to take snap-
shots when the whales flip over and their sex is
in view of the camera. The photographs are

tagged male or female and uploaded to a data-
base that will help identify individual whales and
their locations.

Operators switched on the cameras July 15
and have since averaged about 2,500 viewers a
day, according to Explore.org spokesman Mike
Gasbara.

The researchers hope that after this season
ends in August, they will have a catalog of indi-
vidual whales that can be tracked in subsequent
years, along with the locations where different
groups are gathering to find if any patterns
emerge. Understanding the beluga whales is
important because their ecosystem soon may be
altered with the effects of climate change,
Gasbara said. Less Arctic ice could bring threats
to the beluga in the form of killer whales and
increased boat traffic and pollution, he said. “I
think because we’re right at the beginning of
this, any information that we get on social struc-
ture is going to be informative for other loca-
tions,” Petersen said.

Back on the surface in Canada’s Hudson Bay,
ghostlike humps emerge as more whales are
drawn to Shepherd’s 10-foot inflatable boat. She
pilots the vessel slowly around the estuary for
four hours a day over the short northern sum-
mer, sometimes narrating her observations to
web viewers. “It’s important to know that we ulti-
mately are visitors and we are in their territory,”
Shepherd said. “Them approaching the boat, fol-
lowing the boat - it’s all their doing. We don’t
need to run up to them and ride along.”

Occasionally, one of the whales will slap the
water with its tail and soak her. “Sometimes I feel
like they ’ve adopted me into their pod,”
Shephard said. —AP

Webcam whale research buoyed 
by viewers around the world  

Whales blow bubbles at lens 

MANITOBA, CANADA: This July 2016 photo provided by Explore.org shows the view of a beluga whale from a webcam gathered in the Churchill
River in the Hudson Bay. —AP

NEW DELHI: Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said yesterday that
his government had built more
than 20 million toilets and
brought electricity to thousands of
villages as he delivered an
Independence Day report card.

From the ramparts of Delhi’s
17th-century Red Fort, Modi
vowed that his administration was
on track to meet its pledge of pro-
viding power and toilets to every
household across the world’s sec-
ond most populous nation.

Modi drew praise in his first
August 15 speech in 2014 as he
tackled often taboo issues such as
sexual violence and a lack of toi-
lets, promising to build one for
every household within four years.
“Today I can say that in such short
time, more than 20 million toilets
have been built in India’s villages
and more than 70,000 are free of
open defecation,” Modi said to
loud applause.

Open defecation has long been
a major health and sanitation
problem in India, where almost
594 million people-nearly half the
population-defecate in the open,
according to UNICEF. Modi has
stressed the need to clean up
India since storming to power in
2014 and has repeatedly urged
every household to have a toilet to

end the spread of disease and ill-
nesses such as diarrhea.

Last year’s speech saw Modi set
a 1,000-day deadline for every vil-
lage in India to get electricity, urg-
ing state governments responsible
for power to ensure every commu-
nity is finally linked to the national
grid. “We’re nearing 70 years of
independence and these poor vil-
lages were forced to live in the
18th century all this while, but we
promised to make the 

impossible possible,” Modi said,
dressed in a crisp white half-
sleeved kurta and traditional
headgear “Today I am proud to say
that even though we haven’t even
completed half of those 1,000
days yet, we have already brought
electricity to 10,000 of those
18,000 villages.”

Government figures released
last year showed more than 300
million people in India-the world’s
fastest-growing major economy-
still had no access to electricity.
Per-capita electricity consumption
is barely one third of the global
average. In a lengthy speech, Modi
said he had striven to streamline
India’s regulatory regime, includ-
ing income tax filing and passport
applications, while extolling the
economic growth rate since he
came to power. —AFP

WALKER, LOUISINA: Barbara Manuel saw a
flicker of sun and that gave her hope that
the worst of the horrific flooding to hit
southern Louisiana was over. But then the
skies ripped open, the lights in her house
started to flicker and with three feet of
water outside threatening to come in and
two young kids to care for, she knew it was
time to get out.

“I ’ve never seen anything like this
before,” Manuel said, speaking on the side
of the road as she was about to get in a
National Guard vehicle. The 41-year-old is
one of more than 20,000 people rescued
from their homes as of Sunday as rain-
swollen rivers flooded their banks and
wreaked havoc across southern Louisiana.

She was worried about her mother who
lives just up the road. High waters made
the trip impassable and cellphone prob-
lems made it difficult to reach her. But
Manuel’s two children - a 5-year -old
daughter and 8-year-old son - were fine. “As
long as my kids are safe, that’s all that mat-
ters,” she said. 

Across southern Louisiana Sunday, resi-
dents scrambled to get to safety as rivers
and creeks burst their banks, swollen from
days of heavy rain that in some areas
came close to two feet over a 48-hour
period. More than 10,000 people were in
shelters Sunday, according to Louisiana
Gov. John Bel Edwards. In high-water vehi-
cles, boats and helicopters, emergency
crews hurried to rescue scores of south
Louisiana residents as the governor
warned it was not over.

From the air,  homes in southwest
Louisiana looked more like little islands sur-
rounded by flooded fields. Farmland was
covered, streets descended into impassable
pools of water, shopping centers were
inundated with only roofs of cars peeking
above the water.

Catastrophic
From the ground it was just as cata-

strophic. Drivers tried to navigate treacher-
ous roads where the water lapped at the
side or covered the asphalt in a running
stream. Abandoned cars were pushed to
the side of the road, lawn furniture and
children’s toys floating through the waters.

The low pressure system that wreaked
such havoc moved into Texas, but the
National Weather Service warned that
there’s stil l  danger of fresh floods, as
swollen rivers drain toward the Gulf of
Mexico. Rivers in the Baton Rouge area
have started to fall, but still remained
above flood stage setting record levels over
the weekend, the National Weather Service
said yesterday. “The rivers and streams
north of Interstate 12 have crested and
have started to drop, while those south of
the interstate continue to rise,”
Meteoroloest Mike Efferson said.

The Comite River just east of Baton
Rouge on Monday morning dropped near-
ly 2 feet from the 34.2-feet level over the
weekend. Flood stage is 20 feet. The Amite
River at Denham Springs was at 43.5 feet
Monday after reaching 46.2 feet. Flood
stage is 29 feet. “The area around Baton
Rouge could see up to a half-inch of rain
Monday, with a 40 to 50 percent chance in
the forecast,” Efferson said.

The federal government declared a
major disaster in the state, specifically in
the parishes of Tangipahoa, St. Helena, East
Baton Rouge and Livingston. Gov. Edwards
said President Barack Obama called him
and said the people of southern Louisiana
were in his thoughts and prayers and that
the federal government would be a solid
partner.

Edwards also called on people to refrain

from going out to “sightsee” even as the
weather gets better. “This is a serious event.
It is ongoing. It is not over,” the governor
said Sunday. Four people have been report-
ed dead, said Devin George, the state regis-
trar for vital records, earlier Sunday. Later
Sunday, a woman’s body was recovered by
divers from inside a flooded vehicle in East
Baton Rouge Parish, appearing to raise the
death toll to five.

Victims’ views
Authorities worked throughout Sunday

to rescue people from cars stranded on a
miles-long stretch of Interstate 12 until the
governor said on Twitter late in the day that
everyone had been rescued. One of those
stranded motorists was Alex Cobb of Baton
Rouge, who spent Saturday night on the
interstate before being rescued by a
National Guard truck. She was on her way
to a bridal shower she was supposed to
host Saturday when flooding closed off the
highway. She said she had food intended
for the bridal shower and a produce truck
up the road shared its stock with drivers -
giving out fruits and vegetables to people.
Hundreds of people were gathered at
Celtic Media Centre in Baton Rouge, some
coming in by bus and others by helicopter.

Matthew and Rachel Fitzpatrick, from
Brandon, Mississippi, hopped off one of the
choppers with her grandparents. The cou-
ple had been visiting family in Baton Rouge
when the flooding started.  They found
temporary refuge at Hebron Baptist Church
but became trapped by floodwaters
Saturday night. People at the church used
boats and big trucks to rescue others and
bring them to the church, where helicop-
ters started picking them up and flying
them to safety Sunday.

Matthew, 29, said between 250 and 300
people were still at the church as of late
afternoon Sunday. “Everybody is just tired
and nervous and wanting to see what kind
of damage they have to their home,” Rachel
said. The evacuees included Gov. Edwards
and his family, who were forced to leave
the Governor’s Mansion when chest-high
water filled the basement and electricity
was shut off.

In one dramatic rescue Saturday, two
men on a boat pulled a woman from a car
almost completely underwater, according
to video by WAFB. The woman, who’s not
initially visible on camera, yells from inside
the car: “Oh my god, I’m drowning.”

One of the rescuers, David Phung, jumps
into the brown water and pulls the woman
to safety.  She pleads with Phung to get her
dog, but he can’t find it. After several sec-
onds, Phung takes a deep breath, goes
underwater and resurfaces - with the small
dog.

Other effects from the flooding:
A hospital in Baton Rouge - Ochsner

Medical Center in Baton Rouge’s O’Neal
campus - has evacuated about 40 patients
and is expected to evacuate another 10 to
15. Severe weather damaged AT&T
Wireless’s equipment and halted service for
some customers in the Baton Rouge area.
Amtrak is busing customers from Jackson,
Mississippi, to New Orleans instead of using
the train.

Rescuers have taken out hundreds of
pets as they go door-to-door searching for
people. The head of the Mississippi
Emergency Management Agency says 56
people remain in a shelter because their
homes are flooded. Kunzelman reported
from Baton Rouge and Santana reported
from New Orleans. Janet McConnaughey
and Bill Fuller in New Orleans contributed
to this report. —AP

Water everywhere, 
Louisiana residents 

struggle for dry land

WALKER, LOUISIANA: People arrive to be evacuated by members of the Louisiana
Army National Guard after heavy rains inundating the region on Sunday. —AP

20 million toilets built
in two years: Indian PM   

NEW DELHI: Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi, center, arrives at the
rampart of the historical Red Fort to address the nation on
Independence Day yesterday. —AP


