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When Melanija Knavs drove
around Ljubljana in a fluffy skirt
on a metallic blue Vespa with

her boyfriend in the late 1980s, the
Slovenian capital was a sleepy town that
offered little excitement to rare visitors.
Over the past two decades since she left
her native Slovenia, became a model
known as Melania Knauss and married
American billionaire Donald Trump,
Ljubljana has turned from a gray and
drab place with almost no nightlife, into
a lively and picturesque city filled with
restaurants, cafes and nightclubs packed
with foreigners.

The heart of the city has been closed
to traffic, though, so Mrs Trump would
no longer be able to ride by scooter to
her favorite cafe, then called the Horse’s
Tail, near Tromostovje - the charming
stone triple bridge in the heart of the city
decorated with small dragon-like statues.
She would also hardly recognize the ren-
ovated downtown since she last visited.
The city is dominated by a majestic cas-
tle on a hill by the river Ljubljana that
splits the town into two. At night, the
castle is lit bright green, the city’s tradi-
tional color. A boat cruise along the river
reveals spectacular architecture while
street artists play music and perform for
visitors.

The city’s center on the banks of the
river offers romantic dining and other
excellent culinary offerings, including an
open kitchen on Fridays when chefs pre-
pare international dishes on makeshift
stands that serve as an open-air market
the other days of the week. Slovenia,
which has become one of Europe’s
hottest nature destinations after splitting
from Yugoslavia in 1991, is privileged to
have both an opening onto the Adriatic
Sea as well as chunks of the Alps. It is
also known for tasty wines and food spe-
cialties such as Kranjska klobasa, a juicy
pork sausage, or struklji, a traditional
Slovene pastry with various fillings.

Map of the world
Slovenia has often been confused in

the past with another small central
European state, Slovakia. But since
Donald Trump joined the presidential
race in the US, his wife and potential first
lady have come into public limelight,
along with the country where she was
born and raised. “Whatever you think of
Melania, she put Slovenia on the map of
the world,” said Janez Bosnjak, a
Ljubljana resident. Born in the hilly
industrial town of Sevnica in 1970 when
Slovenia was part of Communist
Yugoslavia, Mrs Trump’s early life has
come under media scrutiny - especially

after her official biography had her grad-
uating from the Ljubljana university. Rok
Bogataj, who knew her when they stud-
ied at the Faculty of Architecture, said
she regularly attended lectures but did
not graduate. “I had an impression that
she had serious ambitions to finish her
studies, but one day she simply disap-
peared. We heard that she decided to
become a fashion model and that she
went to Milano,” Bogataj said.

For tourists, Ljubljana is the perfect
jumping-off point for daily trips to other
attractions. The city is the eco-friendly
European Green Capital for 2016, and it’s
located in central Slovenia. The country,
which has 2 million people, offers an
abundance of contrasting landscapes
and cultures and is proud of being the
only country in the world with the word
“love” in its name. More than 2.4 million
tourists visited in 2014, according to
international arrivals statistics cited by
the World Bank, more than triple the
number who visited in 1995.

Big break
One must-see destination northwest

of Ljubljana is Lake Bled where emerald-
green waters create a spectacular land-
scape, with a lush, tiny island and a
church tower peeking out of evergreens
surrounded by the rocky Julian Alps. It
was at lakeside Grand Hotel Toplice in
Bled where Mrs Trump introduced
Donald Trump to her parents during
their brief visit to Slovenia in July 2002,
two years before they engaged. It is
believed that it was the last time that the
former model visited her native country.

Not far from Bled are the seaside
towns of Piran, called the Venice of
Slovenia because of the colorful Venetian
gothic mansions, and Portoroz, a French-
Riviera style resort with luxurious hotels
lining along a sandy beach. It was in
Portoroz in 1992 where Mrs Trump got a
big break in her modeling career when
Slovenia’s women magazine Jana staged
its “Look of the Year” contest. She took
the second place that gave her the invi-
tation to cast for an international model-
ing agency in Milan. “Melania was one of
the girls who participated at the event,”
said Jana’s editor Bernarda Jeklin. “I
wouldn’t say that Melania was outstand-
ing. She was quiet, introverted. But what
I remember were her dangerous, tiger-
like green eyes.”—AP

Auroras rank among our planet’s most awe-
inspiring natural phenomena: Fluorescent light
cloaks the nocturnal darkness with mysterious

green veils. With three of its most spectacular models,
A Lange & Sohne embarked on a journey to Iceland
for a first-hand encounter with one of mother nature’s
most fascinating extravaganzas. Breathtaking impres-
sions between light and darkness in primeval natural
surroundings. 

The interplay of opposites culminates in perfection
with the northern lights in the Arctic sky above
Iceland. For A Lange & Sohne’s three luminous models,
this is the ideal setting to showcase the spectacular
contrast between light and darkness. The trio of fasci-
nating light virtuosos that accompanied the Nordic
expedition earlier this year included the ‘Grand Lange
1 Moon Phase’ “Lumen”, which was first presented in
January 2016. In addition to the ZEITWERK “Luminous”
and the ‘Grand Lange 1’ “Lumen”, it is the third A Lange
& Sohne model with a semi-transparent sapphire-crys-
tal dial. Its light-permeable coating allows the numer-
als to absorb a sufficient amount of light energy to
uniformly glow in the dark for several hours. 

How luminous displays work 
Watches with luminous displays need a light

source that charges the luminous compound applied
to the display elements and allows them to glow.
Thanks to the semi-transparent black-tinted dial and
an ingenious mechanism, the displays of the ‘Grand
Lange 1 Moon Phase’ “Lumen” and of the other A
Lange & Sohne “Lumen” models can be permanently
charged with light energy. 

The displays of the ‘Grand Lange 
1 Moon Phase’ ‘Lumen’ 

The dial is made of blackened silver with generous
apertures and a semi-transparent black-tinted sap-
phire-crystal glass wafer. The special coating applied
to the glass blocks most of the visible light but not the
UV spectra that “charge” the luminous pigments on
the outsize date mechanism and cause them to glow
in the dark. The tens cross is coated with a white lumi-
nous compound and printed with black numerals.
Conversely, the units disc, also featuring black numer-
als, is made of transparent glass and rotates in front of
the luminous background of the date aperture. 

The lunar disc is made of glass. First, the glass sur-
face is coated with a patented process. Then 1164 stars
and the moon are cut out with a laser beam. The lumi-
nous compound behind the lunar disc makes the
moon and the stars shine. The large moon-phase dis-
play occupies a prominent position on the main dial.
Once properly set, it only needs to be corrected by
one day every 122.6 years. 

Why the northern lights are green 
The rare natural phenomenon can be observed in

the polar region merely during a few days between
September and March. Complex physical processes
create the polychrome auroras in the upper strata of
the earth’s atmosphere. The green light, to which our
eyes are particularly receptive, occurs at an altitude of
about 100 kilometers. Here, oxygen atoms collide with
the electrically charged particles of the solar winds.
These collisions emit light with a wavelength of 557.7
nanometers, which the human eye perceives as green. 

A Lange & Sohne’s three luminous
models fluorescent in the northern lights 
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Tourists walk on the seafront in Portoroz, Slovenia. — AP photos

A limousine is parked in front of a casino in Portoroz, Slovenia.

Tourists and residents walk over Tromostovje bridges in downtown
Ljubljana, Slovenia.

Tourists and residents walk across Tromostovje bridges in downtown
Ljubljana, Slovenia.

Melania Trump’s Slovenia
has become a tourist hotspot 

Souvenirs are offered for sale in downtown Ljubljana, Slovenia.

A church is seen on the shore of Lake Bled, northern Slovenia.

Padlocks left by couples hang at a bridge in downtown Ljubljana, Slovenia.


