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Lochte apologizes over 

Rio ‘robbery’ scandal
Two US swimmers leave, third pays fine

RIO DE JANEIRO: Star US swimmer Ryan Lochte apologized to
Brazil yesterday for inventing a story that he and three team-
mates were mugged during the Olympics, as one of them
paid $10,800 to avoid charges. The US gold medal-winning
swimmers hoped to draw a line under the scandal that erupt-
ed when Lochte went public with a shocking report of how
the four were mugged on their way back from a party in Rio
de Janeiro. The claim that a man posing as a police officer
held them up at gunpoint early Sunday and forced them to
the ground sparked a media frenzy and pushed Brazilian
Olympic authorities into an embarrassed apology.

But after police declared the story was fabricated - saying
all that happened was that the swimmers were subdued by
security after getting drunk and vandalizing a gas station
bathroom - the now discredited Lochte finally came clean. “I
should have been much more responsible in how I handled
myself and for that am sorry to my teammates, my fans, my
fellow competitors,  my
sponsors and the hosts of
this great event,” Lochte said
in a statement. Late
Thursday, US Olympic
Committee CEO Scott
Blackmun also apologized
“to our hosts in Rio and the
people of Brazil for this dis-
tracting ordeal in the midst
of what should rightly be a
celebration of excellence”.

Angry Brazilian authori-
ties turned the tables on the
swimmers this week as it
became clear that the mug-
ging drama did not hold up. A judge ordered the athletes’
passports to be confiscated so that they could not leave the
country. Lochte had already left, but the other three - Gunnar
Bentz, Jack Conger and Jimmy Feigen - were forced to under-
go questioning in Rio police stations.

On Thursday, police provided CCTV footage and other evi-
dence about what really happened. The athletes, who
appeared to be intoxicated, stopped in a taxi at a gas station
to use the bathroom during the early hours of the morning.
Lochte and the others then vandalized the area near the bath-
room and, according to the manager there, urinated on the
walls. Confronted by a security guard, they tried to leave.
When the confrontation escalated, the security guard took
out his pistol and made them sit on the ground.

After paying about $50 in compensation for the damage to
the station, they left unharmed and returned to the athletes’
village. The three swimmers kept in Brazil retracted the mug-
ging story in interviews with police on Thursday. Bentz and
Conger were then given back their passports and left immedi-
ately. Feigen was brought before a judge and ordered first to
pay 35,000 reals ($10,800) to a charitable institution in order
to be freed, police confirmed yesterday. “The swimmer
accepted the proposal,” police said in a statement. The swim-
mers will now have to face Olympic team leaders back home.
In the United States, Lochte came in for some serious scorn,
with comments in the media and on the Internet almost uni-
versally scathing. — AFP 

Ryan LochteKUWAIT: People swim at the Marina Crescent beach in Salmiya yesterday as searing summer temperatures continue.
— Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

NEW YORK: Donald Trump’s campaign chairman, Paul
Manafort, resigned yesterday under fire over a Ukrainian cor-
ruption investigation and after being sidelined in a reshuffle
as the Republican nominee strug-
gles to reverse sinking poll num-
bers.  The departure of the
smooth-talking seasoned strate-
gist, who has advised Republican
presidential candidates going
back to Gerald Ford, follows
weeks of Trump missteps that
have flung his White House cam-
paign into crisis.

“This morning, Paul Manafort
offered, and I accepted, his resignation from the campaign,”
Trump said in a statement, thanking him for “his great work”
and hailing him a “true professional”. Manafort’s exit coincides
what supporters call a new era in the Trump campaign follow-
ing the appointment Wednesday of a rightwing news execu-
tive as CEO and the promotion of a respected pollster to cam-
paign manager. — AFP (See Page 11)

DUBAI: A British-Australian dual national living in Dubai who
wanted to raise money for Afghans who fled their country’s
long war has been detained for weeks over promoting a

charity, his supporters said yes-
terday. Scott Richards’ case
appears to be the first prose-
cuted under a new law that
regulates charities amid
regional concerns about cash
donations reaching extremists.
However, his supporters warn
the regulations can be applied
to anyone wanting to do good
by donating to international

causes or even talking about them online.
Richards, who grew up near Adelaide, Australia, and is

married with two children, remains held at a Dubai police
station. He appeared at a brief hearing on Thursday. He was
arrested July 28, apparently over his support of the Zwan
Family Charity in Afghanistan after advising the local gov-
ernment there. — AP
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KUWAIT: The National Assembly building illuminated in the evening. — KUNA

KUWAIT: The State of Kuwait has played a
key role in soothing hardships of the
impoverished peoples of the world,
affirmed the Acting National Assembly
Speaker MP Abdullah Al-Tamimi. MP
Tamimi made the assertion on the eve of
Kuwait’s marking the United Nation’s
World Humanitarian Day.

Tamimi said in a press statement that
Kuwait had played an integral part in
launching several humanitarian initiatives
to make sure that the suffering and the
pain felt by the disadvantaged and the
needy worldwide would be lessened
through its efforts in helping people
around the globe.

He added that Kuwait’s various humani-

tarian campaigns; led by His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah, resulted in UN honoring of Kuwait
as a humanitarian center in 2014, and also
naming His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah as a global humanitarian leader. He
stated the need to maintain these kind of
ethics and by-passing them on to next gen-
erations to learn to be aware of those who
face danger and adversity and offer help.

“Nations are scaled by their contribu-
tions in science, and by development but
never on humanitarian achievements, and
as the great nations hold a permanent chair
in the UN Security Council, Kuwait also
leads the world in humanitarian realm,” he
added. — KUNA

Kuwait oil price up

$1.06 to $44.97 pb

KUWAIT/VIENNA: The price of Kuwaiti oil went up $1.06 to
$44.97 per barrel Thursday as opposed to $43.91 the day
before, said Kuwait Petroleum Corporation (KPC) yesterday.
The price of oil continued rising Thursday, reaching records
not witnessed in the last five weeks. The increase was attrib-
uted to the decrease of fuel and crude supplies in the US. 

The price of the OPEC basket last Thursday was up $1.16
to reach $46.50 per barrel as oppose to $45.34 pb the day
before, said a statement by the organization. According to
the OPEC bulletin, the annual average of the basket last
year was at $49.64 pb.

The new OPEC Reference Basket of Crudes (ORB) is made
up of the following: Saharan Blend (Algeria), Girassol
(Angola), Oriente (Ecuador), Rabi Light (Gabon), Minas
(Indonesia), Iran Heavy (Islamic Republic of Iran), Basra Light
(Iraq), Kuwait Export (Kuwait), Es Sider (Libya), Bonny Light
(Nigeria), Qatar Marine (Qatar), Arab Light (Saudi Arabia),
Murban (UAE) and Merey (Venezuela). — KUNA

Kuwait seeks to aid people in

hardships: Senior legislator

Acting National Assembly
Speaker MP Abdullah 

Al-Tamimi

SANTO DOMINGO: The Representative of His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah has attended the crowning ceremony of
the Dominican President Danilo Medina. Kuwait
Embassy in Cuba said in a statement on Thursday
that Bader Al-Awadhi, who doubles as the State of
Kuwait Ambassador to Cuba, conveyed greetings of

His Highness the Amir to President Medina, his wish-
es for his  country’s  progress and prosperity.
Moreover, His Highness the Amir has expressed
eagerness to further develop the relations of cooper-
ation and friendship between the two countries. The
crowning ceremony was attended by leaders of sev-
eral states. — KUNA

Amir Representative present at

Dominican president’s crowning

SANTO DOMINGO: Representative of His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah Bader Al-Awadhi greets President Danilo
Medina. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: Director General  of the Public Authority for Sports (PAS)
Sheikh Ahmad Mansour Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah on Thursday
handed over awards of His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to the winning shooters Feheid
Al-DeehanI and Abdullah Al-Tarqi.

PAS said in a statement that Sheikh Ahmad Mansour handed
over the prizes, KD 50,000 to Deehani and KD 25,000 to Tarqi, in
addition to a financial award from His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Sabah, for the pair’s unprecedented
victories scored in Rio De Janeiro’s international tournament.

Sheikh Al-Mansour said he was elated with this distinctive
accomplishment “that has heartened every-one and re-placed
Kuwait On the international sports map.” Deehani, on Wednesday,
won the gold medal in the double-trap competition, while his fel-
low citizen, Tarqi, grabbed the bronze medal in the skeet. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Director General of Public Authority for Sports Sheikh Ahmad Mansour Al-Sabah receives winning shooters Feheid Al-Deehani and Abdullah Al-Tarqi. — KUNA

Kuwait top leaders’ awards

for shooters handed over

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Health declared on
Thursday securing more than 80,000 vaccines
for 8,000 pilgrims heading to the holy lands
from the country. Dr Adel Al-Terkait, the head
of the public health in Al-Assima, said in a
statement that the ministry had secured
40,000 vaccines against influenza, 20,000 for
meningitis and 20,000 for lung illnesses.

Speaking on sidelines of a meeting for the
medical and administrative teams of the
Kuwaiti pilgrimage expedition, Dr Terkait said
the department had taken all necessary pre-
cautions in face of possible spillover of yellow
fever into the country, expressing satisfaction

at the measures in place at country’s exits.
Pilgrims traveling to Saudi Arabia for the
annual religious rituals are compelled to pres-
ent a vaccination certificate against the yellow
fever.

Meanwhile, Dr Mesaab Al-Saleh, the head
of disease combating department at the MoH,
said the department has installed 40 medical
stations throughout the country to vaccinate
people planning to perform the hajj.
Vaccinations must be injected 10 days ahead
of travelling to the holy lands. The Kuwaiti pil-
grimage expedition will be equipped with
four makeshift medical clinics. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait on Thursday condemned the
recent terror attacks in Turkey, leaving scores
killed or injured. In a statement, an official
source at the Foreign Ministry reiterated that
Kuwait backs “the friends in Turkey” and sup-
ports all measures they would take to preserve
security and stability in the country.    

The official reaffirmed Kuwait’s initial and

unwavering stance against all forms of terror-
ism, whatever the sources or justifications might
be, voicing condolences to, and sympathy with,
the Turkish government, people and families of
the victims. A series of blasts targeted police sta-
tions in Turkey’s southeast on Wednesday and
Thursday, killing nine security personnel and a
civilian, and injuring 226 others. — KUNA

Kuwait condemns

Turkey’s attacks

Kuwait provides 80,000

vaccines for pilgrims

The attendance at the meeting.
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KUWAIT: The Bay of Kuwait, located
north of Kuwait City, is one of the
most diverse ecosystems in the Gulf
country due to the type of marine life
thriving in its waters and coasts.
However, Kuwait’s Bay has been sub-
jugated to a number of factors that
was threatening its environment.
Efforts were increased to protect
Kuwait Bay from pollutants and other
dangers, bringing balance back to the
diverse ecosystem.

Speaking on the efforts to protect
Kuwait Bay, Director General and
Chairman of the Board for the
Environment Public Authority (EPA)
Sheikh Abdullah Ahmad Al-Humoud
Al-Sabah said that entry to Kuwait Bay
was prohibited in recent years as a
measure to protect and treat the
ecosystem there.

Various government bodies and
other entities took part in the restora-
tion program to bring Kuwait Bay back
to its former glory, said the EPA Chief,
adding that the area will remain off-
limits until further notice. He added
that Kuwait Bay was amongst the
world’s biggest fish habitats, revealing
that the area also welcomed various
kinds of birds during different seasons.

Protection
Meanwhile, EPA’s Deputy Chairman

Dr Mohammad Al-Ahmad said that the
closure of the Bay was carried out in
accordance with new environment
protection legislations, affirming that
such measure will be beneficial.

Any development projects within
the parameters of Kuwait Bay will have
to go through the EPA’s Supreme
Council for the Environment, said Dr.
Al-Ahmad, who stressed that vital deci-
sions were made to protect the area.

In the meantime, head of Kuwait
Dive Team, part of the environment
protection society, Waleed Al-Fadhel
affirmed that his team had carried out
various missions to keep the Kuwait
Bay area clean. Pollutants, garbage,
shipwrecks, and numerous types of
material hazardous to the environment
were lifted from the area to ensure that
the beloved Bay of Kuwait would yet
again thrive with life. —KUNA

Kuwait Bay: Diverse ecosystem regaining composure

Kuwait City’s skyline seen from Kuwait Bay.

The bay’s location on Kuwait’s map. Kuwait Bay is an important stop for migranting birds.

Flamingos in Kuwait Bay as Factories are seen in the background. (Inset)  A diver
participates in a cleaning operation at Kuwait Bay.
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By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Jahra detectives arrested two people
responsible for 19 theft cases as well as posses-
sion of drugs and ammunition. Police were first
notified about a vehicle that carried no license
plates parked in a suspicious manner in an open
yard. They discovered that the vehicle was
reported stolen, and monitored it for four hours
until two people came driving a different car -
which police also found out was reported stolen.
One of the suspects got into the parked vehicle,
then police started chasing them. One of the sus-
pect was arrested when his car stopped after hit-
ting a post, while the other was located and
detained in Sulaibiya. Police searched the two
vehicles and found a large number of stolen civil
IDs and bank cards. They also found 10 card-
board boxes of shotgun ammo, 14 nine millime-
ter bullets, as well as 16 bags of shabu and other
drugs, in addition to cash in different currencies.
The suspects were identified as 21-year-old
Khaled Saafaq, Kuwaiti, and 25-year-old Surour
Mohammad, Kuwaiti. They were sent to the prop-
er authorities for further action.

Duo arrested for theft, drug, ammo possession

126 lawbreakers arrested in

crackdowns around Kuwait

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: A total of 126 people were arrested during a wide-scale
crackdown last Thursday, the Interior Ministry announced. The
security operations department carried out the campaign around
Kuwait last Thursday, under supervision of senior ministry officials
led by Major General Jamal Al-Sayegh, the Assistant Undersecretary
for Operations Affairs. Police arrested 20 people wanted in civil cas-
es, 37 wanted for absconding, 26 with expired visas, eight on drug
and alcohol-related charges, four on criminal cases, and 24 for fail-
ure to produce IDs. Meanwhile, seven vehicles were impounded
and 351 traffic tickets were issued during the campaign.

KUWAIT: Director General of Kuwait Fire Service
Directorate (KFSD) Lieutenant General Khalid Rakan Al-
Mikrad received Kuwait Army Chief of Staff Lieutenant
General Mohammad Al-Khadher and his delegation,
who visited to congratulate him on his recent promo-
tion. —By Hanan Al-Saadoun
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KUWAIT: A general view shows a collection of old Byzantine, Ottoman, Umayyad, Roman, Indian and Iranian coins, owned by renowned Kuwaiti coin collector Raed
al-Ashi, displayed at the Kuwait National Museum during an exhibition of historical collectibles, in Kuwait City on August 18, 2016. —Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat
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Putin flies into Crimea 
amid war games, tension

Omran, one child among 
the millions traumatized 

This combo of file pictures shows Muslim women wearing a niqab and burqas in India and Afghanistan. German Interior Minister Thomas de Maiziere attends a news conference after meet-
ing his state counterparts from the Conservative Union bloc in Berlin yesterday. — AFP/AP 

BERLIN: German Chancellor Angela Merkel’s conservatives
have agreed that women should be banned from wearing the
face veil in schools and universities and while driving, Interior
Minister Thomas de Maiziere said yesterday. The move follows
an influx last year of more than 1 million, mainly Muslim,
refugees from Syria, Iraq and Afghanistan, and growing securi-
ty fears among the public after two Islamist attacks and a
shooting rampage by a mentally unstable teenager. Regional
interior ministers belonging to Merkel’s Christian Democrats
(CDU) and her Christian Social Union (CSU) allies presented a
declaration in Berlin on tougher security measures, including
more police and greater surveillance in public areas.

Among the more disputed proposals is a call for a partial
ban on the burqa and niqab garments. Lorenz Caffier, interior
minister for the state of Mecklenburg-Vorpommern, said the
full body veil is a barrier to integration, encourages parallel
societies and suggests women are inferior. “We all reject the
full veil - not only the burqa but also other types of full veil
that only leave the eyes visible ... It has no place in our society,”
de Maiziere told reporters.

“Baring one’s face is essential for our communication, co-
existence and social cohesion and that’s why we’re asking
everyone to show their faces. We want to introduce a law to
make people show their faces and that means that those who
breach that law will have to feel the consequences.” The con-
servative interior ministers want to ensure women show their

face while driving, when they register with authorities, at pass-
port controls and at demonstrations. They also want civil ser-
vants, teachers, students at schools and universities, judges
and witnesses in court to be banned from wearing the full veil.

Coalition Partner Opposes Move
De Maiziere said that the regional interior ministers’ declara-

tion sent a signal that the full veil was not wanted in Germany,
although it was not possible to fully ban everything that was
undesirable. The CDU proposals must be adopted by the govern-
ment before they can become law. The debate over a ban on the
face veil has divided Merkel’s ruling coalition; her Social Democrat
(SPD) junior coalition partners largely oppose the demands.

The CDU’s calls for a partial ban come as it has lost support
to the anti-immigrant Alternative for Germany (AfD) party,
which says Islam is incompatible with the constitution and
wants to ban the burqa and minarets on mosques. The AfD is
expected to perform well in regional elections in Berlin and
the eastern state of Mecklenburg-Vorpommern in September.

SPD Labour Minister Andrea Nahles has said the calls were
a sign of an “increasingly xenophobic” political discourse in
Germany and could be a serious setback to efforts to inte-
grate immigrants. Justice Minister Heiko Mass, also from the
SPD, said debates about the burqa and security should be
kept separate.

Germany has nearly four million Muslims, about five per-

cent of the total population. There are no official statistics on
the number of women wearing a burqa - which covers the
face and body - in Germany but Aiman Mazyek, leader of its
Central Council of Muslims, has said hardly any women wear it.
A study carried out by the Federal Office for Migration and
Refugees in 2009 found that more than two-thirds of Muslim
women in Germany did not even wear a headscarf. The niqab
covers the hair and face except for the eyes.

Public debate about a ban on full body veils has broken out
in several European countries since three French
Mediterranean cities banned body-covering Muslim burkini
swimwear, saying the burkini defies French laws on secular-
ism. France, which has the largest Muslim minority in Europe,
estimated at 5 million, has banned the wearing of the niqab
and burqa in public since 2010.

Bilkey Oney, a Turkish-born integration expert from the
SPD, said a burqa ban was too blunt an instrument to fight
radicalization. “In France they long ago outlawed the burqa
but it apparently couldn’t stop a single terror attack. However I
don’t like the mentality behind a burqa either - it is a piece of
clothing that no emancipated woman can accept,” she told
the daily Die Welt. She said that rather than regulating cloth-
ing, Germany would be better served by expanding integra-
tion efforts. “You have to convince people to no longer want
(the burqa). We must ensure that Muslims and migrants eman-
cipate themselves but that will take time.” — Agencies 

Germany proposes niqab ban
Merkel’s CDU under pressure from anti-immigrant party
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JOHANNESBURG: South Africa’s ruling ANC
lost control of the capital Pretoria for the first
time since the end of apartheid two decades
ago, as an opposition councillor was elected
mayor yesterday. Solly Msimanga, 36, of the
liberal centre-right Democratic Alliance (DA),
was elected unopposed at a city council
meeting following nationwide municipal
ballots earlier this month. ANC councilors,
aggrieved at their loss of power, heckled
Msimanga as he addressed the council. “The
people decided which way they want the
city to go, and it was not the direction that it
has been taking in the last. . .  years,”
Msimanga said in his inaugural speech.

It is the first time since the end of white-

minority rule in 1994 that Pretoria is not head-
ed by a mayor from the African National
Congress (ANC). The DA topped the Aug 3
municipal election in the capital, taking 93 of
214 council seats to the ANC’s 89. Nationally,
the party of Nelson Mandela suffered its worst
result in 22 years in the municipal vote, garner-
ing less than 54 percent of ballots cast - an
eight percentage point drop from the last local
poll in 2011. The municipal elections were
largely seen as a referendum on President
Jacob Zuma, whose rule of Africa’s most
advanced economy has been dogged by scan-
dal. Of the country’s six most populous cities,
the ANC won an outright majority in only one:
Durban, Zuma’s traditional stronghold.

‘No More Suffering’ 
Msimanga vowed to end the patronage

that he said had left the capital in the red.
“This city is technically bankrupt right now
because of greediness and because of peo-
ple who decided to put themselves first,” he
said in a speech repeatedly drowned out by
chants and singing from ANC councilors. “No
more will our people suffer under the hands
of the ANC.” He said the residents of the cap-
ital, also known as Tshwane, were “tired of
corruption, they are tired of nepotism, they
are tired of cronyism... they are tired of work
only given to members of certain families
and their friends”.

A staunch Christian and father of two,

Msimanga started off in the DA’s marketing
department, working his way up over the years.
In an interview with local Afrikaans-language
daily Beeld, Msimanga said when he never
dreamed of becoming a mayor as he was
growing up in Pretoria’s Atteridgeville town-
ship, one of the hotbeds of pre-election riots.
“The dream of becoming mayor was as far-
fetched as that of becoming an astronaut, so I
never even considered it,” he said. “Today I’m
proud and grateful for the opportunity to be
the leader of this city.” Pretoria was the second
major city the ANC lost. On Thursday, the sym-
bolically-named coastal town of Nelson
Mandela Bay also went to the DA when its can-
didate Athol Trollip was elected mayor. — AFP

S Africa opposition takes control of capital 

Dozens more held in 

Turkey crackdown
Greece hears asylum claim of ‘coup’ officer

ISTANBUL: Turkey yesterday detained
dozens of academics suspected of back-
ing Fethullah Gulen, the alleged master-
mind of last month’s failed coup, while
pressing ahead with raids on businesses
linked to the US-based Muslim preach-
er. Turkish prosecutors have issued
arrest warrants for 84 academics nation-
wide, the private Dogan news agency
reported, while the state-run Anadolu
agency said Istanbul authorities were
separately hunting 62 academics from
the city’s main university. A total of 74
scholars had been detained so far in
both operations, media said.

A large majority of the suspects in
the nationwide raids were from Selcuk
University in Konya, central Anatolia - a
conservative bastion of the ruling
Justice and Development Party (AKP) -
including the university’s former rector,
Professor Hakki Gokbel. To the alarm of
its Western partners, Turkey has pressed
ahead with a vast crackdown on alleged
coup plotters in the wake of July 15 mil-
itary action seeking to oust President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan from power.

Prime Minister Binali Yildirim said
this week that more than 40,000 state
employees had been detained in the
purge, with more than 20,000 remand-
ed in custody. More than 5,000 civil ser-
vants have been dismissed and almost
80,000 others suspended, he added.
Gulen, a former Erdogan ally, has a
powerful network of influence in insti-
tutions such as the judiciary and police
and has long been accused of running a
“parallel state” in Turkey. The reclusive
cleric, who has lived in self-exile in the
United States since 1999, strongly
denies he was behind the coup
attempt.

Crackdown on Businesses 
Police yesterday widened their

probe into alleged Gulen-linked busi-
nesses, issuing arrest warrants for 18
more suspects, bringing the total num-
ber of those being searched to 205,
Dogan reported. Police launched mass
raids Thursday in the commercial hub
Istanbul and 18 other provinces into
companies with suspected ties to Gulen
- the biggest crackdown on business
since the failed putsch, with prosecu-
tors ordering their assets to be seized.
Dozens were detained including Omer

Faruk Kavurmaci, CEO of the Aydinli
Group clothing retailer and son-in-law
of Istanbul mayor Kadir Topbas, an AKP
member. Police found books written by
Gulen during a search of the CEO’s
offices, media reports said. In a series of
tweets posted on his official account,
Topbas said the judicial process would
reveal whether his son-in-law was
guilty. “My son-in-law will receive the
punishment he deserves if he had acted
contrary to his testimonies,” he wrote. “I
have a clear stance as someone who
has walked shoulder to shoulder for 42
years with our president Mr Erdogan.”

Dogan reported that Friday’s fresh
raids targeted the Turkish
Confederation of Businessmen and
Industrialists (Tuskon), which has 55,000
members.  Prosecutors were already
seeking its president, Rizanur Meral. The
suspects are accused of “membership in
a terrorist organisation” and “financing
the activities” of Gulen. Erdogan has
vowed to cleanse the state from the
“cancer” of Gulen’s influence.

Asylum Claim
Meanwhile, Greece yesterday heard

the asylum claim of the first of eight
Turkish military officers who fled their
country after the failed coup on July 15,
the asylum service said. Captain Feridun

Coban presented himself at the head-
quarters of the asylum service in Athens
early yesterday and spent nearly five
hours there,  the group’s lawyer
Stavroula Tomara said. His fellow offi-
cers - three captains, two commanders
and two sergeants, who along with
Coban are accused by Turkey of
involvement in the coup - will have
their cases heard from Monday.

The men requested asylum in Greece
after landing a military helicopter in the
northern city of Alexandroupoli, four
days after the attempted government
takeover on July 15. No decision will be
made in their cases for “two or three
months”, according to the asylum serv-
ice. Greece said Thursday that Turkey
had formally requested the extradition
of the men on suspicion of involvement
in the failed coup. The men deny the
accusations.

The asylum service said the cases
will “follow a totally normal proce-
dure” despite pressure from Ankara to
hand the men over,  with the issue
threatening to strain ties between the
uneasy NATO allies.  Athens, which
depends on Ankara’s goodwill to stem
the flood of migrants and refugees
coming onto its territory following a
deal with the EU in March, has been
embarrassed by the affair. — Agencies

ISTANBUL: A passenger looks around to read a billboard that reads, ‘Travel
warning - Do you know that Sweden has the highest rape rate worldwide?’with
an enlarged copy of the front page of pro-government newspaper Gunes with
the headline saying ‘Sweden, a country of rape’, in the departures area of
Ataturk International Airport yesterday. The billboard advertisement accusing
Sweden of having ‘the highest rape rate worldwide’ comes just days after
Stockholm accused Ankara of legalizing sex with children. —AFP 

MOSCOW: Islamic State has claimed responsibility for an
attack on a traffic police post outside Moscow on
Wednesday in which both attackers were killed, calling it
revenge for Russia’s aerial bombing campaign in Syria. The
militant group made the claim via the Amaq news agency,
which it regularly uses to issue statements, and released a
video in which the purported attackers said they wanted
to take revenge for Russia killing Muslims in the Middle
East. Russia has been bombing militants in Syria since
September last year, part of a military campaign in sup-
port of President Bashar Al-Assad. Islamic State called on
its members to carry out jihad or holy war in Russia in a
YouTube video last month, after which the Kremlin said
such threats would not affect its fight against international
terrorism. “We have taken the path of jihad on the orders
of our Amir Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi,” one of the purported
attackers said on the video released by Amaq, speaking in
a mix of Arabic and Russian. 

The video named the attackers as Uthman Mardalov
and Salim Israilov. “We have called this operation
‘revenge operation’. Revenge for you bombing our broth-
ers, because you kill our brothers every day in Syria and
Iraq. ... This will be the start of everything that will come
to you.” Russian investigators said on Wednesday that
two unidentified people armed with a firearm and two
axes had attacked a traffic police post outside Moscow.
One of them was shot dead while attacking the post,
while the other was killed when he tried to put up armed
resistance, the Investigative Committee said in a state-
ment. Two police officers were wounded in the attack,
one seriously. —Reuters

IS claims attack on 

Russia traffic cops

WASHINGTON: US Secretary of State John Kerry will travel
next week to Kenya, Nigeria and Saudi Arabia on a three-
nation tour focused on counterterrorism, the State
Department said Thursday. The top US diplomat arrives in
Nairobi on Monday for talks with Kenyan President Uhuru
Kenyatta on “regional security issues and counterterrorism
cooperation, as well as bilateral issues,” State Department
spokesman John Kirby said. He is also scheduled to speak with
several of his East African counterparts on the conflicts in
South Sudan and Somalia, notably the fight against the Al-
Qaeda-affiliated Shabaab militants.

On Tuesday, Kerry arrives in Nigeria where he will meet
with President Muhammadu Buhari to discuss “counterter-
rorism efforts, the Nigerian economy, the fight against cor-
ruption, and human rights issues.” Washington is a key ally
of Abuja in the fight against Boko Haram rebels, but has reg-
ularly challenged the country and its armed forces on their
civilian rights record during crackdowns against the Islamist
militants. 

Kerry will also travel to Sokoto in northern Nigeria to
deliver a speech on “the importance of resilient communi-
ties and religious tolerance in countering violent extrem-
ism.”  — AFP

Kerry to travel 

to Africa, Gulf 
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WASHINGTON: The United States acknowledged
that it waited for Iran to release American prisoners
before delivering $400 million in cash that it owed
the country, but again insisted the payment was not
ransom. Republicans including Donald Trump
pounced on Thursday’s admission as proof that
President Barack Obama’s government had misled
the American people. “With concerns that Iran may
renege on the prisoner release... we of course sought
to retain maximum leverage until after American citi-
zens were released,” State Department spokesman
John Kirby told reporters. “That was our top priority,”
he said.

In January, five American prisoners were released
as Washington granted clemency to seven Iranians
and withdrew arrest warrants for 14 others.
Immediately thereafter, the United States helped air-
lift $400 million worth of Swiss francs and euros to
Iran. The US government insists that money was
meant to settle an old debt stemming from a military
purchase by Iran. The money was delivered on Jan
17, just one day after a landmark nuclear deal
between Tehran and world powers took effect.

“We were able to conclude multiple strands of
diplomacy within a 24 hour period, including imple-
mentation of the nuclear deal, the prisoner talks and
a settlement of an outstanding Hague tribunal
claim,” Kirby said, referring to the money claimed by
Iran. “It’s already publicly known that we returned to
Iran its $400 million in that same time period as part
of the Hague settlement agreement,” he said.

In early August, the State Department had said
the prisoner release and delivery of money were
completely separate, although Kirby acknowledged
Thursday that the two were in fact related. “I’m say-
ing that the events came together simultaneously... it
would have been foolish, imprudent, irresponsible
for us not to try to maintain maximum leverage,”
Kirby said. The ordeal has set off a tidal wave of con-
demnation from Republicans, who have questioned
the timing of the two events and said the govern-
ment paid ransom for the prisoner release.

Republican presidential Trump was quick to
attack. “Speaking of lies, we now know from the
State Department announcement that President
Obama lied about the $400 million dollars in cash

that was flown to Iran,” he told a rally in Thursday in
North Carolina. “He denied it was for the hostages,
but it was. He said we don’t pay ransom, but he did.
He lied about the hostages - openly and blatantly,”
Trump said.

Trump’s opponent in the race for the White
House, former secretary of state Hillary Clinton, was
no longer serving as the nation’s top diplomat when
the accord came into effect. Still, Trump senior com-
munications advisor Jason Miller said that “by help-
ing put together a deal that ultimately sent $400m to
Iran that was likely used to fund terrorism, Clinton
has proven herself unfit to be president of the United
States.” House speaker Paul Ryan said Obama had set
a dangerous precedent. “Today the State
Department admitted what we’ve long suspected -
that the president and his administration have been
misleading us since January about whether he ran-
somed the freedom of the Americans unjust impris-
oned in Iran,” America’s top elected Republican said.
“The president owes the American people a full
accounting of his actions and the dangerous prece-
dent he has set,” Ryan added. — AFP 

US sought ‘leverage’ with $400m Iran payment 

BEIRUT: Haggard and covered in blood,
little Omran’s blank stare shook the
world. But across war-torn Syria, thou-
sands of children like him are trauma-
tized by daily life under bombs and
siege. The footage of the shell-shocked
four-year-old made headlines around
the world and was dubbed by
Washington “the real face” of Syria’s
five-year war. “Omran’s case isn’t rare -
we treat dozens of cases like him every
day, with wounds that are typically
worse,” Dr Abu Al-Baraa, a pediatrician
in a rebel-held eastern neighborhood of
Aleppo, told AFP. The footage from
activists at the Aleppo Media Centre
shows Omran sitting quietly in an ambu-
lance, his bare, dust-covered feet barely
reaching the edge of the orange chair.
He touches his forehead with a tiny
hand and seems surprised to see blood
on his fingers - then wipes it off on the
orange chair with the timidity of a child
who feels he has done something
wrong. “There are thousands of stories
of wounded children whose limbs have
been blown off, with wounds to the
stomach and head,” said Dr Abu Al-
Baraa. A bombing raid on the rebel-held
district of Salhin in Aleppo killed seven
people on Thursday and wounded many
more, he added. “One child was wound-
ed in the chest and head. We tried to
stop the bleeding and give him a trans-
fusion, but he was in critical condition
and he died. He was almost six years old.
These are the cases we see every day.”

‘Empty Words’ 
Despite the international outcry, Dr

Abu Al-Baraa said nothing would
change. “The world can see videos of
children every day on YouTube, the chil-
dren dying in the raids, stuck under the
rubble. But the world isn’t focusing on
this.  These are just empty words.”
Omran’s haunting photo has sparked a
series of caricatures and edited images.
In one, Omran sits unassumingly
between US President Barack Obama
and his Russian counterpart Vladimir

Putin, deep in discussion.  In another,
the toddler occupies the seat held by
Syria at the Arab League, as if to criticize
international inaction on the crisis. And
Sudanese artist Khaled Albaih drew
Omran near Aylan Kurdi, the three-year-
old whose tiny body washed up on a
Turkish beach in September after a des-
perate attempt by his family to reach
Europe by boat. “Choices for Syrian chil-
dren,” reads the bold text over the pic-
ture.  Omran’s blank stare is captioned
with “if you stay,” and Aylan’s crumpled
body with “if you leave”. Online support-
ers of Syrian President Bashar Al-Assad,
meanwhile, shared photographs of chil-
dren wounded in rebel fire on govern-
ment-held parts of Aleppo city. Once
Syria’s economic hub, Aleppo has been
divided by government control in the
west and opposition fighters in the east
since 2012. Regime warplanes, backed
by Russia’s air force since Sept 2015,
bombard the eastern districts while
rebel groups fire rockets into the west. 

‘State of Shock’ 
Of the estimated 250,000 people still

living in the eastern parts of the city,

100,000 are children, said Juliette
Touma from the UN children agency
(UNICEF). Omran’s photograph “is a
reminder of how horrific the war in Syria
is and how brutal the impact on children
is,” she told AFP. “This photo should
shake the conscience of the world.”
More than 290,000 people have been
killed since Syria’s conflict broke out,
including nearly 15,000 children.

At least 2.8 million Syrian children -
some in their home country, others liv-
ing as refugees in neighboring countries
- are without school. Across Syria at least
six million children are in urgent need of
humanitarian assistance, Touma said,
adding that children make up half of the
600,000 people living under siege in the
country. “There are millions of kids who
are in a state of shock as a result of vio-
lence because of the horrors they wit-
ness,” she added. According to UNICEF,
a third of Syrian children have only
known war, born after the conflict erupt-
ed in March 2011 and forced to grow
“up too fast and way ahead of their
time”. Yesterday, 13 sick children were
among 18 people evacuated from the
besieged town of Madaya. — AFP

BEIRUT: Syrian Kurdish authorities evacuated thousands
of civilians from Kurdish areas of a city in northeastern
Syria on a second day of government air strikes on Friday,
a spokesman for the Kurdish YPG militia said. This week’s
fighting in Hasaka, which is divided into zones of Kurdish
and Syrian government control, marks the most violent
confrontation between the YPG and Damascus in more
than five years of civil war, YPG spokesman Redur Xelil
said. Dozens of civilians have been killed in the last 48
hours, he told Reuters. The YPG is at the heart of a US-led
campaign against Islamic State in Syria, and controls
swathes of the north where Kurdish groups have set up
their own government. The Syrian military could not
immediately be reached for comment. The government,
which opposes Syrian Kurdish autonomy, has yet to speak
about this week’s fighting during which it has used the air
force against Kurdish groups for the first time.

Most of those evacuated were women and children.
“Whoever can bear arms is fighting the regime and its
gangs,” Xelil said. “Our situation is so far defensive but it
will change all the while the regime escalates in this way,”
he said. The YPG and Syrian government have mostly
avoided confrontation during the multi-sided war that has
turned Syria into a patchwork of areas held by the state
and an array of armed factions.

Assad, backed by Russia and Iran, has focused mostly
on fighting Sunni Arab rebels who have been battling to
oust him in western Syria with support from countries
including Turkey, Saudi Arabia and the United States. The
Syrian and Russian air forces are routinely deployed in the
war in western Syria. The YPG, or People’s Protection
Units, has meanwhile prioritized carving out and safe-
guarding predominantly Kurdish regions of northern
Syria. The group has ties to the Kurdistan Workers Party
(PKK) in Turkey. While the YPG controls most of the north-
east, the Syrian government has maintained footholds in
the cities of Hasaka and Qamishli at the border with
Turkey. The YPG has controlled most of Hasaka city since
last year. It is the second major eruption of fighting
between the YPG and Syrian government fighters this
year. In April, the sides fought several days of lethal battles
in Qamishli, north of Hasaka city. It is also mostly YPG-
held. The Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, which
reports on the war using an activist network, said Kurdish
forces had gained ground in the southern part of the city.
Rami Abdulrahman, Observatory director, said the fighting
began this week after pro-government militiamen
detained a number of Kurdish youths, a step that had fol-
lowed advances by Kurdish security forces towards gov-
ernment-held areas. — Reuters

Syrian Kurds 
evacuate city 

as battle rages

Omran, one child among 
the millions traumatized 

13 sick children evacuated from Madaya

This frame grab shows a Russian combat fighter
bomber Su-34 flying during an air strike over
Syria on Thursday. (Inset) This frame grab
shows a child sitting in an ambulance after
being pulled out or a building hit by an air
stirke, in Aleppo on Aug 17, 2016. — AP 
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THE HAGUE: An unprecedented case
opens Monday at the International
Criminal Court when an alleged Malian
jihadist is set to plead guilty to the war
crime of destroying the UNESCO world
heritage site of Timbuktu. Some 55
sites around the world, including the
Bamiyan valley where the Taliban blew
up ancient giant Buddhas in 2001 and
Palmyra in Syria vandalized by the
Islamic State group in the past two
years, remain on UNESCO’s endan-
gered list.

And experts hope the trial and sen-
tencing of Ahmad Al-Faqi Al-Mahdi for
the 2012 attacks on Timbuktu will send
a message that such cultural destruc-
tion will not go unpunished. Plucked
from the edges of the Sahara to a
courtroom on the sand dunes of The
Hague, all eyes will be on Mahdi, until
now unknown to the outside world. He
stands accused of the war crime of
“intentionally directing attacks” against
nine of Timbuktu’s famous mausoleums
as well as the Sidi Yahia mosque
between 30 June and 11 July 2012.
Mahdi is expected to become the first
person to confess his guilt at the tribu-

nal as well as the first to face a single
war crime charge of destroying cultural
heritage. “The destruction of cultural
heritage has become a tactic of war to
disseminate fear and hatred in modern
conflicts,” UNESCO director general
Irina Bokovo wrote recently in the
online magazine International Criminal
Justice Today. Such attacks seek “to tear
at the fabric of society, to deny human
rights and to quash the rule of law,” she
said, adding it was “critical” they should
“not go unpunished.”

‘Not Just Stones’ 
Mahdi is also the first alleged

jihadist to stand trial, and the first per-
son to be charged with crimes arising
out of the Mali conflict. ICC prosecutors
allege that Mahdi, born in 1975, was a
member of Ansar Dine, a mainly Tuareg
movement that in 2012 took control of
Timbuktu some 1,000 km northeast of
Bamako, along with Al-Qaeda in the
Islamic Maghreb (AQIM). As the head of
the “Hisbah” or the “Manners Brigade”
he ordered the attacks on the shrines,
ICC prosecutors say.

The site has now been reconstruct-

ed and a French-led operation has
mostly chased the jihadists from the
area, although extremist groups still
pose a threat. ICC chief prosecutor
Fatou Bensouda insists that “what is at
stake here is not just walls and stones”.
Founded between the 5th and the 12th
centuries by Tuareg tribes, Timbuktu
has been dubbed “the city of 333
saints” for the number of Muslim sages
buried there. Revered as a center of

Islamic learning during its golden age
in the 15th and 16th centuries, the site
was condemned as idolatrous by the
jihadists. The attacks were “a callous
assault on the dignity and identity of
entire populations, and their religious
and historical roots,” Bensouda said,
and “the magnitude of the loss... was
felt by the whole of humanity”. Mahdi,
handed over to the ICC by Niger in late
2015, intends to plead guilty, as he is “a
Muslim who believes in justice,”
defense lawyer Mohamed Aouini told a
June hearing. “He wants to be truthful
to himself and he wants to admit the
acts that he has committed,” Aouini
said, adding that Mahdi also sought
“pardon” for his acts. Observers, while
welcoming the focus on cultural
destruction, remain troubled that no
other charges, such as for sexual vio-
lence committed during the conflict,
have been brought. “On the one hand
we are really excited to see this being
put up front as something that’s not
really been prosecuted before in such
seriousness,” said Mariana Pena, a legal
expert with the Open Society Justice
Initiative. — AFP

Timbuktu attacks in focus as ICC trial opens

MOSCOW: Russian President Vladimir
Putin was yesterday visiting annexed
Crimea to boost security measures there,
just days after accusing Kiev of attempt-
ing an armed incursion into the peninsu-
la. Putin chaired a meeting of his power-
ful security council in Crimea as he made
his fifth visit to the strategic Black Sea
peninsula since annexing it from Ukraine
in March 2014. “We have gathered
because of the well-known incident,
after stopping an attempt by Ukrainian
army sabotage groups to stage an incur-
sion into Crimean territory,” he said dur-
ing the meeting whose aim was to “dis-
cuss and implement additional security
measures.”

Last week, Putin lashed out at Kiev
over an incident on the frontier between
Crimea and Ukraine, accusing it of “prac-
ticing terror” and sending a group of
saboteurs into Crimea ahead of the elec-
tions. Two Russian officers were killed in
the incident, in which Ukraine denied
any involvement. Putin however contin-
ued his accusations yesterday, saying
“our partners in Kiev have decided to
exacerbate the situation” because they
did not want to uphold their end of the
European-brokered truce agreement
signed in Belarussian capital Minsk last
year. Ukraine’s President Petro
Poroshenko on Thursday said he consid-
ered the likelihood of an escalation
“high” and could not rule out a “full-scale
Russian invasion along all fronts”. Kiev
said Thursday heavy rebel shelling killed
three soldiers in its east, where the gov-
ernment has been battling pro-Russian
separatists since 2014. Western leaders
have expressed alarm over the possibili-
ty of an escalation.

Meanwhile, Russian naval and land
forces have practiced swiftly moving mil-

itary hardware and troops to annexed
Crimea as part of a logistics exercise
which foreshadows much larger war
games there next month, the Russian
Defense Ministry said. The Defence
Ministry said in a statement issued late
on Thursday that Sergei Shoigu, the
defense minister, had observed part of
the training exercise which took place in
the Russian port of Novorossiisk.

It said specialized logistic troops had
cooperated with Russian Railways and
the country’s merchant fleet to rehearse
moving troops, armor and technical
equipment to Crimea, which Russia
annexed from Ukraine in 2014. Vessels
from Russia’s Black Sea Fleet had also
taken part, including a submarine, a

large landing ship, mine-sweepers and
an unspecified number of guided missile
cruisers. Around 2,500 troops and up to
350 armoured vehicles had also been
involved. Shoigu had observed how
quickly logistics troops were able to
organize the loading of armored vehicles
and landing troops onto a large landing
ship and how quickly they could re-arm
a mine-sweeper and a submarine, the
ministry said. “Training on how to
destroy groups of saboteurs and how to
repel underwater attacks was carried
out,” said the ministry. “Sergei Shoigu
rated highly the logistic troops’ actions
and the fact that they were able to rapid-
ly organize the movement of significant
amounts of hardware to Crimea.”

Ahmad Al-Mahdi 

MOSCOW: Few Russians are marking yesterday’s 25th
anniversary of a coup attempt which heralded the demise of
the Soviet Union, a holiday ignored in official circles because
of its revolutionary, anti-establishment nature. On Aug 19,
1991, eight hard-line Communist leaders seized power from
Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev, declaring him ill. In fact,
Gorbachev was under arrest. Thousands of Muscovites took to
the streets to protest against the coup and the clout of the
powerful security services.

The defeat of the coup several days later set in motion the
dissolution of the Soviet Union, and is widely regarded as a tri-
umph of democracy and civil liberties in Russia. Those who
opposed the coup 25 years ago planned to gather on Friday
outside the Russian White House - a massive government
building where Boris Yeltsin, at the time the president of the
Russian constituent republic within the Soviet Union, famous-
ly climbed atop a tank to defy the coup in possibly the most
cinematic moment of the August resistance.

Earlier this week, Moscow city hall refused to give protest-
ers permission to march from the White House to the tunnel
where three protesters were killed 25 years ago, the only vic-
tims of the otherwise bloodless coup. Most of the August
1991 celebrations, lectures and exhibitions this weekend were
organized by the grass-roots movement and a foundation
established to honor the legacy of Yeltsin, who died in 2007.

Unlike the lavish state-sponsored celebrations of Victory
Day, which marks the Soviet army’s victory over Nazi Germany
in the Second World War, the government largely ignores the
day which is largely regarded as the birthday of a new Russia.
Many Russians who opposed the coup have grown disillu-
sioned with democracy, which they have come to associate
with the hardships of the initial years of the dismantling of the
Soviet state and a transition to the market economy. The
August 1991 events are rarely discussed and remembered in
the media, leaving a younger generation largely ignorant of
what happened 25 years ago.

A survey by the authoritative Levada pollster released earli-
er this month showed that only 50 percent of Russians could
identify what happened on Aug 19, 1991. At that time,
President Vladimir Putin was an ally of St. Petersburg Mayor
Anatoly Sobchak, a fierce coup opponent, but Putin’s KGB
past keeps him from honoring this landmark event, analysts
say. Both Putin and Prime Minister Dmitry Medvedev were vis-
iting Crimea, which was annexed from Ukraine in 2014, and
did not come to lay the flowers at the monument of the three
killed protesters in Moscow. “Aug 19-21 could have been
become a symbol of a new Russian state,” Pavel Aptekar said
in an opinion piece in the respected Vedomosti daily on
Friday. — AP

Russia marks 25 
years since coup

Putin visits Crimea after 
Ukraine incursion claim

Russia rehearses swiftly moving military hardware

SEVASTOPOL: Russian President Vladimir Putin (left) speaks with Prime
Minister Dmitry Medvedev during their meeting at Belbek airport near this
Black Sea port yesterday. — AFP 
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Trump advisers waged 
covert influence drive

Ukraine details payments to top aide
WASHINGTON: A firm run by Donald
Trump’s campaign chairman - who
resigned early yesterday -  directly
orchestrated a covert Washington lob-
bying operation on behalf of Ukraine’s
then-ruling political party, attempting
to sway American public opinion in
favor of the country’s pro-Russian gov-
ernment, emails obtained by AP. Paul
Manafort and his deputy, Rick Gates,
never disclosed their work as foreign
agents as required under federal law.

The lobbying included attempts to
gain posit ive press coverage of
Ukrainian officials in The New York
Times, The Wall Street Journal and AP.
Another goal: Undercutting American
public sympathy for the imprisoned
rival of Ukraine’s then-president. At the
time, European and American leaders
were pressuring Ukraine to free her.
Gates personally directed the work of
two prominent Washington lobbying
firms in the matter, the emails show.
He worked for Manafort’s political con-
sulting firm at the time.

Trump announced yesterday that
he had accepted Manafort’s resigna-
tion as campaign chairman, less than
one day after AP revealed the scope of
Manafort’s firm’s secretive role lobby-
ing for  Ukraine pol it ical  leaders .
Manafort had used the vital though
unpaid position to steer Trump’s cam-
paign over the past several months.
Gates did not immediately response to
text and email messages inquiring
whether he will remain with the cam-
paign. Gates’ voicemail was full.

Manafort ’s  and Gates’  lobbying
activities carry outsized importance as
they played a formative role building
out Trump’s campaign operation after
pushing out early  r ival ,  Corey
Lewandowski. The new disclosures
about their work come as Trump faces
criticism for his friendly overtures to
Russian President Vladimir Putin.

Trump said Thursday night that, if
elected, he will ask senior officials in
his administration not to accept speak-
ing fees, for five years after leaving
office, from corporations that lobby “or
from any entity tied to a foreign gov-
ernment.” He said it was among his
efforts to restore honor to govern-
ment. Manafort and Gates previously
said they were not doing work that
required them to register as foreign
agents.

The emails obtained by AP show
that Gates directed Washington lobby-
ing firms, Mercury LLC and the Podesta
Group Inc., between 2012 and 2014 to
set  up meetings between a top
Ukrainian official and senators and
congressman on influential commit-
tees involving Ukrainian interests.
Gates said in the emails that the offi-
cial, the foreign minister, did not want
to use his own embassy in the United
States to help coordinate the visits.

Gates also told the firms to gather
information in the US on a rival lobby-
ing operation, including a review of its
public lobbying disclosures, to deter-
mine who was behind that effort, the
emails show. And Gates pushed the

firms to undercut sympathy for Yulia
Tymoshenko, an imprisoned rival of
then-President Viktor Yanukovych. The
Ukrainian leader eventually fled the
country in Feb 2014 during a popular
revolt prompted in part by his govern-
ment’s crackdown on protesters and
close ties to Russia.

The emails do not describe details
about the role of Manafort, who was
Gates’  boss at  the f i rm,  DMP
International LLC. Current and former
employees at Mercury and the Podesta
Group, some of whom spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity because they are
subject to non-disclosure agreements,
told the AP that Manafort oversaw the
lobbying efforts and spoke by phone

about them. Gates was directing
actions and seeking information using
an email address at DMP International,
which he still uses.

Payments 
Ukraine’s anti-corruption body early

yesterday released entries from once-
secret accounting documents that pur-
port to show payments from the pro-
Russian political party earmarked for
Manafort .  The documents show
Manafort’s name listed as a recipient of
funds totaling $12.7 million in 22 line-
item entries. Ukraine’s National Anti-
Corruption Bureau said, however, that
it cannot prove that Manafort actually
received the money because other
people, including a prominent deputy
for the Party of the Regions, signed for
him in those entries.

Manafort did not return phone and
email messages Thursday from the AP
to discuss the project. Gates told AP
late Thursday he was busy with Trump
campaign focus groups and would
review the AP’s questions in writing

then did not respond. After AP report-
ed earl ier this week that Manafort
helped the Ukrainian political party
secretly route at least $2.2 million to
the two Washington lobbying firms,
Manafort told Yahoo News that AP’s
account was wrong.  “ I  was not
involved in any payment plans,”
Manafort said.

Gates previously told the AP, “At no
time did our firm or members provide
any direct lobbying support.” Gates
has confirmed previously to AP that he
did work for Ukraine’s ruling party, the
Party of Regions. Under the US Foreign
Agents Registration Act, people who
lobby on behalf of foreign political
leaders or political parties must pro-

vide detai led reports  about their
actions to the Justice Department. A
violation is a felony and can result in
up to five years in prison and a fine of
up to $250,000. None of the firms, nor
Manafort or Gates, disclosed their work
to the Justice Department counterespi-
onage division responsible for tracking
the lobbying by foreign governments.
Manafort and Gates have said that they
did not disclose their activities to the
Justice Department because they did
not  oversee lobbying ef forts  and
merely introduced the Washington
firms to a Brussels-based nonprofit,
the European Center for a Modern
Ukraine, which they said ran the proj-
ect. The center paid Mercury and the
Podesta Group a combined $2.2 mil-
lion over roughly two years. In papers
filed in the US Senate, Mercury and
the Podesta  Group l i s ted the
European nonprofit as an independ-
ent, nonpolitical client. The firms said
the center stated in writing that it was
not aligned with any foreign political
entity. — AP  

CHARLOTTE: Donald Trump made a rare act of contrition
Thursday, saying he regretted offending people with his
harsh way of speaking. The Republican nominee made the
gesture at his first rally since ordering a shakeup in his
campaign to save his struggling White House bid.
“Sometimes in the heat of debate and speaking on a mul-
titude of issues, you don’t choose the right words or you
say the wrong thing,” Trump told a rally in Charlotte,
North Carolina. “I have done that. And believe it or not, I
regret it,” he said, drawing laughs and applause from the
crowd. “I do regret it. Particularly, where it may have
caused personal pain.”

He added: “Too much is at stake for us to be consumed
with these issues, but one thing, I can promise you this, I
will always tell you the truth.” The New York billionaire’s
multiple self-inflicted wounds of late have left him trailing
in virtually every battleground state. One of the biggest
missteps was clashing repeatedly with the parents of an
Army captain killed in Iraq. Critics accused him last week
of inciting violence against his Democratic opponent Hillary
Clinton in a remark about the right to bear arms, and media
reports have swirled about a campaign in crisis and a candi-
date apparently incapable of reeling in crass remarks.
Clinton leads Trump 47 percent to 41.2 percent, according
to the Real Clear Politics polling average, following weeks of
errors that have alienated establishment Republicans and
seen his own supporters tear their hair out.

Campaign Staff Shakeup 
On Wednesday, Trump appointed right-wing news

executive Stephen Bannon as campaign CEO and promot-
ed pollster Kellyanne Conway to campaign manager. The
change was seen as a demotion for campaign chairman
Paul Manafort, who has been pushing Trump, among oth-
er changes, to use a teleprompter when he gives speeches
as a way to stay on message - and not ad-lib himself into
saying something offensive or wrong. Manafort resigned
yesterday.

Bannon’s Breitbart News website is virulently anti-
Clinton and his appointment was seen as  Trump’s way of
thumbing his nose at Republican leaders who have been
urging him to tone down the shoot-from-the-hip style of
speech he used effectively in the primaries. On Thursday,
Trump did speak with a teleprompter and veered from the
invisible screens only to hammer away at a given point he
wanted to make. On substantive issues, he reached out to
US minorities, in particular blacks.

“Nearly four in ten African-American children are living
in poverty. I will not rest until children of every color in this
country are fully included in the American Dream,” Trump
said. “If African-American voters give Donald Trump a
chance by giving me their vote, the result for them will be
amazing,” he said. And he began his speech with a mes-
sage to the people of Louisiana, a state that has been hit
with historic flooding in recent days. “We are one country,
one people, and we will have together one great future,”
Trump told the crowd.

He still stressed his standard campaign pillars of build-
ing a wall along the border with Mexico, keeping out
undocumented foreigners and opposing international
trade accords. — AFP

Trump says he 
regrets remarks

offending people

CHARLOTTE, North Carolina: Republican presidential
candidate Donald Trump speaks to supporters at a rally
on Thursday at the Charlotte Convention Center. — AFP 

KIEV: Ukrainian journalist and member of parliament Serhiy Leshchenko holds
pages showing allegedly signings of payments to Donald Trump’s presidential
campaign chairman Paul Manafort from an illegal shadow accounting book of
the party of former Ukrainian president Viktor Yanukovych during a press con-
ference yesterday. — AFP 
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LOS ANGELES: Firefighters battled
Thursday to douse a series of wildfires
fueled by high winds, scorching tem-
peratures and dry vegetation, which
have forced tens of thousands of
Californians to flee their homes. A
blaze scorching sections of  the
Angeles National Forest, in southern
California, two huge infernos in the
central part of the state and another
fire further north have displaced
entire towns. “Our fire activity has
definitely picked up in past weeks in
number and severity,” said Daniel
Berlant,  a spokesman for the
California Department of Forestry and
Fire Protection.

The Angeles forest fire - dubbed
“Blue Cut” -  has devoured 31,000
acres, an area more than twice the
size of Bermuda, and is just four per-
cent contained. The fire has been
spreading at such an alarming pace
that it appears as if it were “running
at you,” according to Michael Lopez,
a spokesman for f ire information
website Inciweb. More than 82,500
people potentially in Blue Cut’s path
are under evacuation orders, includ-

ing the ent i re  populat ions of
Wrightwood and Lytle Creek, towns
of a few thousand people, and most
of those in nearby Phelan. 

On Thursday evening some peo-
ple in the towns of Hesperia, Oak
Hills and Phelan will be allowed to
return home, the San Bernardino
sheriff’s office said. Many had sought
refuge with family or fr iends but
motels in the area are full. Many busi-
nesses have doubled their prices,
leading to a  warning from the
authorities that “price gouging” is
against the law. 

Colette Martinez, 50, fled with her
husband and son to a Red Cross cen-
ter hastily installed at a school in
Hesperia. “We don’t know if we’ll have
a home to go back to,” she told AFP, in
tears. No deaths have been reported,
although two firefighters surrounded
by flames on Tuesday sustained minor
injuries. 

Some 1,600 firefighters are com-
mitted to Blue Cut, while 5,000 are
battling the larger Soberanes fire,
which has charred 79,000 acres in the
Big Sur tourist region, further north.

Near Santa Barbara, north of Los
Angeles,  a new fire broke out
Thursday afternoon and spread quick-
ly,  charring more than 500 acres.
Meanwhile 4,000 people have fled the
Clayton fire, started by an arsonist,

according to police, in the northern
Clear Lake area, near the wine regions
of Sonoma and Napa. Since the begin-
ning of the year, some 4,600 fires have
ripped through some 300,000 acres of
Californian scrub and forest. — AFP 

LOS ANGELES: A young man slumbers
in the open air at the foot of some mat-
tresses piled up near a modest collec-
tion of books and a table laden with sal-
ad and fruit. For more than a month,
Black Lives Matter has maintained a
makeshift encampment in front of Los
Angeles City Hall to demand the resig-
nation of police chief Charlie Beck. “It’s a
black-led space. When white people
come, they are not to take the reins, but
to be there in support,” says Christina
Griffin, 28, a spokeswoman for the
movement’s LA branch. The protesters
are trying to run the camp along the
lines of the world in which they’d like to
live, Griffin explains, with “less police,
more resources”. 

In Aug 2015, Redel Jones, a 30-year-
old black woman, was shot dead after she
allegedly moved towards LAPD officers
while holding a knife. Then in July, the Los
Angeles Police Commission found that
the officer who opened fire had not vio-
lated deadly force rules. The decision was
at odds with a statement from a witness
quoted by the Los Angeles Times, who
said police opened fire as the woman was
running away. Black Lives Matter mem-
bers, outraged by the decision, marched
to city hall, where they have maintained
their vigil ever since. Last week, emotions
ran high as they commemorated the
two-year anniversary of the fatal shoot-
ing of 25-year-old Ezell Ford, who was
gunned down after two LAPD officers
stopped him as he walked alone and
unarmed in South LA.  Community
members cast doubts over the police
account that Ford had attacked one of
the officers, countering that he was
mentally ill and had been complying
before he was shot.

Nationwide Protests 
Ford’s death came only days after

Michael Brown was killed by police in
Ferguson, Missouri, the most high-profile
in a spate of cases that have made head-
lines and set off nationwide protests.
According to an internal LAPD report, offi-
cers shot 38 people last year, 21 of whom
died. Eight of those involved in the inci-
dents were black, yet African Americans
represent less than 10 percent of the city’s
population. Hispanics, who represent just
under half of “Angelenos,” made up 58
percent of the cases. Scrutiny has also fall-
en on the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s
Department, which killed an African-
American man while hunting a carjacker

in July and subsequently admitted the
unarmed victim had nothing to do with
the case. Critics of the nationwide BLM
movement say it ignores black-on-black
killings - by far the most common type in
the African American community - and
blames police even when the slain sus-
pect looks to have been at fault. They say
the high proportion of black deaths at the
hands of police can in part be explained
by their disproportionate involvement in
violent crime. While blacks account for
around 13 percent of the US population,
black offenders committed 52 percent of
homicides recorded between 1980 and
2008, according to the Bureau of Justice
statistics. — AFP 

Thousands flee homes as Calif burns

SRINAGAR: Government forces blocked roads with barbed
wire and steel barricades in Indian-controlled Kashmir yes-
terday to prevent a march by separatists to a village where
troops killed four civilians and injured 15 others earlier this
week.  Tens of thousands of government forces patrolled
the region, fearing anti-India protests after afternoon
prayers in the mostly Muslim region. A strict curfew and a
series of communication blackouts have failed to stop six
weeks of protests, even as residents have struggled to
cope with shortages of food, medicine and other necessi-
ties. Shops, businesses and schools have remained closed
because of the security lockdown and protest strikes since
the killing of a popular rebel commander on July 8 that
sparked some of Kashmir’s largest protests against Indian
rule in recent years.

Local volunteers have engaged in a massive effort to
get food and medicine to people in besieged neighbor-
hoods, delivering items mostly at night. The volunteers
have also run free community kitchens at almost all major
hospitals in Srinagar and other towns for the injured and
their attendants. At least 63 civilians have been killed and
thousands injured, mostly by government forces firing bul-
lets and shotgun pellets at rock-throwing protesters. Two
policemen have also been killed and hundreds of govern-
ment forces have been injured in the clashes. Kashmir is
divided between India and Pakistan and claimed in entire-
ty by both. Most Kashmiris want an end to Indian rule and
favor independence or a merger with Pakistan.

In Islamabad, Foreign Ministry spokesman Nafees
Zakaria said Pakistan’s prime minister has written to the
UN Human Rights Commissioner in Geneva urging him to
send a fact-finding mission to investigate “grave human
rights violations in the Indian-occupied Kashmir”. 

On Thursday, an ambulance driver was injured when a
paramilitary soldier fired at him as he drove through
Srinagar’s downtown with an emergency patient onboard,
police said. He managed to drive to a hospital where he
was admitted, police said.

More than 100 ambulances have been damaged in the
last six weeks while ferrying injured people to hospitals.
Drivers and rights groups have blamed both government
forces and protesters for attacking them. More than 68,000
people have been killed since rebel groups began fighting
Indian forces in 1989 and in the subsequent Indian military
crackdown. — AP 

Indian forces block 
roads in Kashmir to 
stop protest march

Inside the camp of LA 
Black Lives Matter 
Protesters maintain vigil at City Hall

LOS ANGELES: Christina Griffin, a Black Lives Matter activist and organizer,
looks down at a chalk drawing of Ezell Ford, a mentally ill African-American
man who was killed by Los Angeles police two years ago, at an encampment of
activists associated with the Black Lives Matter movement outside City Hall on
Aug 13, 2016. —AFP 

WRIGHTWOOD, California: Flames spread up a hillside near firefighters at
the Blue Cut Fire on Thursday. — AFP 
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CANBERRA: Experts hunting for the missing Malaysian
airliner are attempting to define a new search area by
studying where in the Indian Ocean the first piece of
wreckage recovered from the lost Boeing 777 - a wing
flap - most likely drifted from after the disaster that
claimed 239 lives, the new leader of the search said.
Officials are planning the next phase of the deep-sea
sonar search for Malaysia Airlines Flight 370 in case the
current two-year search of 120,000 sq km turns up
nothing, said Australian Transport Safety Bureau chief
commissioner Greg Hood, who took over leadership of
the bureau last month.

However, a new search would require a new fund-
ing commitment, with Malaysia, Australia and China
agreeing in July that the $160 million search will be
suspended once the current stretch of ocean south-
west of Australia is exhausted unless new evidence
emerges that would pinpoint a specific location of the
aircraft. “If it is not in the area which we defined, it’s
going to be somewhere else in the near vicinity,” Hood
said in an interview this week.

Further analysis of the wing fragment known as a
flaperon found on Reunion Island off the African coast
in July last year - 16 months after the plane went miss-
ing - will hopefully help narrow a possible next search
area outside the current boundary. Six replicas of the
flaperon will be sent to Australia’s Commonwealth
Scientific and Industrial Research Organization’s
oceanography department in the island state of
Tasmania where scientists will determine whether it is
the wind or the currents that affect how they drift,
Hood said. This will enable more accurate drift model-
ing than is currently available. If more money becomes
available, the Australian bureau, which is conducting
the search on Malaysia’s behalf, plans to fit the flaper-

ons with satellite beacons and set them adrift at differ-
ent points in the southern Indian Ocean around March
8 next year - the third anniversary of the disaster - and
track their movements. Meanwhile, barnacles found on
the flaperon and an adjacent wing flap that washed up
on Tanzania in June are being analyzed for clues to the
latitudes they might have come from. The flap is in the
Australian bureau’s headquarters in Canberra where it
has been scoured for clues by accident investigators.
Peter Foley, the bureau’s director of Flight 370 search
operations since the outset, said the enhanced drift
modeling would hopefully narrow the next search area
to a band of 5 degrees of latitude, or 550 km. “Even the
best drift analysis is not going to narrow it down to X-
marks-the-spot,” Foley said. 

Mistake 
Some critics argue that the international working

group that defined the current search area - which
includes experts from the US National Transportation
Safety Board, Britain’s Air Accidents Investigation
Branch, the plane’s manufacturer Boeing, Australia’s
Defense Science and Technology Group, satellite firm
Inmarsat and electronics company Thales - made a cru-
cial mistake by concluding that the most likely scenario
was that no one was at the controls when the plane hit
the ocean after flying more than five hours. The airliner
veered far off course during a flight from Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia, to Beijing. What happened to the plane has
become one of the biggest mysteries in aviation, with a
wide range of theories, including that a hijacker could
have killed everyone on board early in the flight by
depressurizing the plane. The current search area was
defined by analysis of a final satellite signal from the
plane that indicated it had run out of fuel. — AP

BEIJING/YANGON: Chinese President Xi Jinping told Myanmar leader Aung
San Suu Kyi yesterday China wants to ensure relations develop in the “correct
direction”, as Myanmar activists wrote to Xi saying they want China to address
concern about a stalled dam project. China has been on a diplomatic offensive
since Suu Kyi’s government came to power in April, aiming to forge good ties
with its resource-rich neighbor. “The people in Myanmar stand at a new start-
ing point for a splendid future of the country,” Xi told Suu Kyi. “We should
adhere to the correct direction, to push for new progress in bilateral relations
and to bring tangible benefits to the two peoples.”

He made no mention of the Chinese-invested $3.6 billion Myitsone dam
project in comments in front of reporters. Former Myanmar President Thein
Sein angered China in 2011 when he suspended work on the hydro-power
dam, at the confluence of two northern rivers in the Ayeyarwady river basin,
after it drew widespread protests on environmental grounds. China has been
pushing for work to restart on the dam, which under the original plans would
have sent 90 percent of its power to China. A Myanmar commission reviewing
the project, and other proposed hydro-power dams, is expected to report by
Nov 11. — AFP

BEIJING: Myanmar State Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi greets Chinese
President Xi Jinping before a meeting at the Diaoyutai State Guesthouse
yesterday. — AFP 

Xi wants to ensure ‘correct
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MANILA: Two top Philippine communist
rebel leaders walked out of a maximum-
security jail yesterday to join next week’s
resumption of Norway-brokered peace
talks aimed at ending one of Asia’s
longest-raging rebellions. The under-
ground Communist Party of the
Philippines has welcomed the successive
releases of 22 detained rebels who are to
take part in the Aug. 22- 27 negotiations
in Oslo as consultants, saying the move
boosts confidence in President Rodrigo
Duterte’s determination to find peace.
Norwegian Foreign Minister Borge
Brende will open the talks on Monday at
an Oslo hotel, Norway’s Foreign Ministry
said in a statement. Benito and Wilma
Tiamzon smiled and raised their fists as
they stepped out of detention at the
national police headquarters, where
their supporters greeted them. In a news
conference, they thanked Duterte for
their release and for a restart of talks that
will tackle wide-raging reforms in a bid
to end the conflict. “These releases are
goodwill measures that will create a pos-
itive environment for the progress of the
peace talks,” Benito Tiamzon said.

His wife called on Filipino youth to

become more involved in fighting the
“monsters” of society. “For the Filipino
youth and other countrymen now
hooked on catching monsters in
‘Pokemon Go,’ you know, there are so
many real monsters in our country,”
Wilma Tiamzon said to laughter in the
room. “Instead of ‘Pokemon Go,’ what is
better is Revolution Go.”

The insurgency has left about
150,000 combatants and civilians dead
since it broke out in the late 1960s, draw-
ing support from the ranks of those dis-
satisfied with economic inequality and
the Philippines’ alliance with the US. It
also has stunted economic develop-
ment, especially in the countryside,
where the rebels are active. Benito
Tiamzon is the chairman of the CPP and
its armed wing, the New People’s Army,
according to the military. Wilma is said to
be the secretary general. Their release
after posting bail on charges including
multiple murders comes after an initial
setback to the rebels’ friendly ties with
Duterte, who calls himself a leftist presi-
dent. Duterte declared a ceasefire on
July 25 but withdrew it five days later
after the guerrillas killed a government

militiaman and failed to declare their
own truce within Duterte’s deadline.
There were sharp exchanges in media
between Duterte and his former profes-
sor, Jose Maria Sison, the Netherlands-

based CPP founding chairman who
described his former student as volatile
and a thug. Duterte warned the rebels to
deal with the government in good faith
or fight for another generation. — AP

Philippines frees top communist leaders 

BANGKOK: A group of 15 suspects
detained by the Thai military investigat-
ing last week’s deadly tourist resort
attacks was not involved in the blasts,
police said yesterday, adding to confu-
sion surrounding the case. The junta
said Thursday the detainees had been
held during their investigation into the
bombing spree, which hit tourist towns
in the south, killing four and wounding
dozens, including Europeans. But yester-
day, police officials said the group -
many of whom are elderly - had instead
set up an illegal network aimed at over-
throwing the regime and were uncon-
nected to last week’s attacks.

Thailand’s deputy junta chief also
appeared to back that assertion. The
bombs were highly unusual in a country
where foreigners and tourist towns are

rarely caught up in the country’s fre-
quent bouts of political violence.
Investigators have been under pressure
to make quick arrests given tourism is so
crucial to the economy. The group
appeared at a Bangkok police station
yesterday escorted by soldiers - the first
time they have been seen in public - to
hear the charges against them. Two are
women and many of the men are in
their 60s and 70s.

Thai media had run multiple reports
quoting anonymous investigators as
saying the group helped coordinate the
recent attacks. But Major General
Chayaphol Chatchaidej, a senior official
at the Office of Police Strategy who was
at the police station to receive the sus-
pects, told reporters they were not
involved. “There is no evidence linking

them to the bomb attacks in the seven
southern provinces based on our inves-
tigation, although some of them are
involved with lese majeste (royal defama-
tion) and arms trafficking,” he said.

Previously Unknown Group 
Instead he described them as a splin-

ter faction of the anti-junta Red Shirt
movement loyal to ousted Thai premier
Thaksin Shinawatra, who was toppled
by the military in 2006. He said the net-
work called itself the Revolutionary
Front of Democracy party - a previously
unheard of group. A police statement
handed to reporters listing the suspects’
details said the group aimed to “accu-
mulate arms... and overthrow the gov-
ernment” but made no reference to last
week’s bomb attacks. 

The statement said they currently
face one charge of breaching the junta’s
ban on political gatherings and another
of belonging to an unlawful secret soci-
ety. Thailand’s deputy junta leader
General Prawit Wongsuwan was later
asked by reporters whether the group
had links to last week’s attack. He
replied with a one word: “No”. No arrests
have been made for people directly
responsible for the blasts. However one
arrest warrant for a wanted suspect has
been issued. 

Deputy police spokesman Krissana
Pattanacharoen yesterday named the
suspect as Ahama Lengha from south-
ern Narathiwat province. “It’s clear that
he is involved in that incident,” he said.
The name is Muslim and Narathiwat is
one of Thailand’s three southernmost
Muslim majority provinces where a local
but brutal insurgency has raged for
years.  — AFP

MANILA: Communist rebel leaders Benito Tiamzon and his wife Wilma raise
clinched fists as they arrive at a rally outside the gates of the police head-
quarters, shortly after their release from detention inside police headquar-
ters yesterday. — AFP 

15 held in Thailand not 
linked to tourist bombs

More confusion surrounds case

MANILA: Immigration authorities at Manila’s airport inter-
cepted 177 Indonesians carrying Philippine passports before
they boarded a flight yesterday to Saudi Arabia. Five Filipinos
escorting the Indonesians on a hajj pilgrimage were also
apprehended as the passengers were about to leave for
Mdinah, Immigration Commissioner Jaime Morente said. The
real but fraudulently obtained passports were allegedly pro-
vided by the group’s Filipino escorts, Morente said. The
Indonesians allegedly paid $6,000 to $10,000 each to join the
pilgrimage under a quota the Saudi government reserves for
Filipino pilgrims.

The immigration chief said the passengers’ identities were
revealed because they could not speak any Philippine lan-
guage or dialect. They later admitted to be Indonesians who
arrived in the country separately as tourists. Morente ordered
the immediate filing of immigration charges against them for
misrepresenting themselves as Filipinos and for being unde-
sirable aliens. They are being detained at the bureau’s deten-
tion center in suburban Taguig City.

The bureau is coordinating with the Indonesian Embassy to
establish their identities prior to deportation, and with the
Department of Foreign Affairs and other law enforcement
agencies in investigating the fraudulent issuance of
Philippines passports, he added. — AP

177 Indonesians 
with Philippine 
passports held

MANILA: Indonesians carrying Philippine passports wait
after being intercepted by immigration authorities yester-
day at Manila airport. — AP 

BANGKOK: Three suspects (center) in Thailand’s recent bomb attacks on tourist
resort towns are escorted to the Crime Suppression Division yesterday. — AFP 
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CHENGDU: This picture shows a general view of the pool where people swim and wait for waves at the water park in the world’s largest building in Chengdu. — AFP (See Page 16)

BEIJING: Home price rises in China’s biggest
cities showed signs of easing in July, adding to
concerns that one of the economy’s key growth
drivers is losing steam but offering some relief
for policymakers worried about property bub-
bles. A robust recovery in home prices and sales
gave a stronger-than-expected boost to the
world’s second-largest economy in the first half
of the year, partly offsetting weak exports.

But some analysts say slowing price
growth and weakening property investment
suggest the rebound may have peaked, as
more local governments tighten restrictions
on home purchases in a bid to keep fast-rising
prices in check. “We believe the housing mar-
ket is cooling down from the rebound in the
first half. Property investment will continue to
drop, which will put more pressure on the
economy in the future,” said Wendy Chen, an
economist at Nomura.

Average new home prices in China’s 70
major cities rose 7.9 percent in July from a

year earlier, an official survey showed on
Thursday, compared with a 7.3 percent
increase in June. But on a monthly basis,
prices rose just 0.8 percent in July, the same
pace as in June, which was the slowest since
April, according to a Reuters calculation based
on data issued by the National Bureau of
Statistics (NBS). Prices also stalled or fell in
more cities than in June. Some of China’s
largest cities continued to see eye-popping
annual gains, with southern boomtown
Shenzhen rising the most by 40.9 percent, but
monthly increases have moderated.

Prices rose 20.7 percent and 27.3 percent
on-year in Beijing and Shanghai, but were up
just 1.5 percent and 2 percent from June. The
market also remains uneven, with some small-
er cities in hard-hit industrial regions such as
“rustbelt” Liaoning province continuing to see
price declines. In many of those areas, local
governments are still trying to stimulate
demand. “Our land was bought at reasonable

prices, and we will speed up new launches
going forward. Land prices are at high levels
now, but government is generally still sup-
portive to the sector,” Shao Mingxiao, CEO of
Longfor Properties, said at a company earn-
ings conference on Wednesday.

A dangerous game
China’s ailing property market began to

recover late last year thanks to a series of
interest rate cuts and stimulus measures. Last
summer’s stock market crash has also left
yield-hungry Chinese investors with few other
options. But prices and sales have started to
cool as China’s biggest cities impose curbs on
home purchases, and as smaller cities strug-
gle to clear large inventories of unsold homes.
For July, property investment growth
dropped to 1.4 percent from a year earlier,
according to Reuters calculations, compared
with 3.5 percent growth in June. 

State-run newspapers, meanwhile, have

been publishing a flurry of stories and com-
mentaries on housing bubbles. The Securities
Times on Tuesday warned of the risks to the
banking sector and the economy of being over-
ly reliant on the property market, noting that
household loans, which are mainly mortgages,
made up over 90 percent of new loans in July.

Growth in China’s money supply and credit
also is slowing, potentially taking more wind
out of the housing market’s sails, according to
a BofA Merrill Lynch Global Research report,
titled “The best days are likely over for China’s
housing market.” UK-based Fathom
Consulting believes repeated interventions by
the government have prevented China’s prop-
erty markets from clearing massive invento-
ries, and said policymakers are continuing to
inflate the housing bubble. “With develop-
ment focused primarily on those regions
already suffering from excess capacity, China
is playing a dangerous game,” the consulting
firm said in a report last week. — Reuters

Home price rises in China’s biggest cities

Relief for policymakers worried about property bubbles
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LONDON: The Bank of England will draw some comfort
from signs that Britons took the initial shock of June’s
Brexit vote in their stride, but will see little to lessen the
concern that prompted its huge stimulus announce-
ment this month. The first official data covering the
post-referendum period, published this week, has
shown no immediate big hit to Britain’s economy as
retail sales surged in July and claims for unemployment
benefits fell.

Sterling hit a two-week high against the dollar on
Thursday after the signs that consumers were unfazed - at
least initially - by the vote, raising questions about the
likelihood of a further interest rate cut as suggested by the
BoE on Aug 4. But for the Bank’s policymakers who sur-
prised investors with a “sledgehammer” stimulus plan this
month, the early readings of the economy offer only a nar-
row snapshot compared with the years of economic
uncertainty they see facing Britain as it reworks its rela-
tionship with its main trading partners in the European
Union.

Think of it as the 1939 “phoney war” before five years of
the real thing. “(The) retail sales data tell us next to nothing
about the health of the UK economy after the Brexit vote,”
Andrew Brigden, chief economist at Fathom Consulting,
said. By contrast, Tuesday’s inflation data offered a sign of
the challenge to come for Britain’s consumers who drove
the country’s economic recovery over the past three years.
Price pressures in factories - which eventually feed through
into consumer prices - shot higher in July, reflecting the
pound’s plunge since the Brexit vote, and posing a threat
to the future spending power of consumers. “This is likely
to limit retail sales growth in coming quarters,” said ING
economist James Knightley.

Individual accounts from major companies about the
impact of the vote to leave the EU, meanwhile, paint a
mixed picture, so BoE policymakers are likely to put their
faith into broader surveys of businesses. It was a plunge in
sentiment reflected in July’s purchasing manager indexes
that set off the Bank’s aggressive stimulus approach -

including a shot-in-the-arm for Britain’s economy of up to a
170 billion pounds. But they will have to wait until next
month to see if the next batch of official data backs up the
findings. BoE Chief Economist Andy Haldane has said the
measures were only a “short-term balm” for social and
political questions about Britain’s future after Brexit.

Clearer picture
Nonetheless, the trickle of data over the next few

months will influence just how far the BoE pushes the
boundaries of British monetary policy. Consumer credit fig-
ures and a measure of industrial orders next week and the
next batch of Markit/CIPS PMI business surveys in early
September will offer the next insight for the Monetary
Policy Committee.

BoE Deputy Governor Ben Broadbent cited the PMIs,
which showed the steepest downturn in corporate activity
since the depths of the 2009 recession, as a key indicator
for the Bank. His boss Mark Carney - who has in the past
criticized the quality of British official data - also appeared
to throw his weight behind the surveys.

“We are seeing these risks manifest in a wide variety of
indicators ... which in many cases are better indicators of
what is actually happening in the economy, rather than
what we call hard data,” Carney said on the day of the BoE
decision.

Most big retailers have reported little impact from the ref-
erendum as yet, although many property and building com-
panies say they have been hit hard. Carmaker Nissan said its
investment plans in Britain hinged on the country’s future
trading arrangements, but others have pressed ahead with
investment. Online retailer Amazon said on Thursday it
would create 1,500 new jobs in 2017 at a new distribution
centre in south-east England, adding to its investment in
Britain. But even if the dire warnings about Brexit that the
Remain camp promulgated - known as “Project Fear” by its
opponents - do not come to pass, BoE policymakers are
unlikely to regret their stimulus blast. At worst, it could be a
case of better-safe-than-sorry. — Reuters

CHENGDU: Claiming to be the world’s
largest building by floor space, the 1,760,000
square meters of the New Century Global
Center are a monument to growing Chinese
consumer power, packed with shoppers-
and beach bathers a thousand kilometers
from the coast. Home to hundreds of shops,
restaurants, offices, a cinema and ice rink,
the cavernous building in Chengdu, deep in
southwestern China, also hosts a water park
featuring a pool modeled on the seaside.
“The indoor ocean attracts me more with
lots of facilities and activities like surfing and
water skiing,” said Gao Nini, 31, who para-
doxically travelled from the coastal city of
Qingdao to visit. “We have the sea but I’m
worried I would get tanned,” she said of vis-
iting the beach in her home town.

Ringed by a concrete beach, hundreds of
bathers-wearing obligatory life vests-
splashed in the waters’ artificial waves,
which are generated at intervals. Behind
them stood a bell tower resembling St
Mark’s Basilica in Venice, and a monumental
screen relaying South Korean pop videos.
The Global Center project has seemingly
defied critics who condemned it when it
opened in 2013 as an example of China’s
wasteful construction boom, which has left
swathes of empty houses outside many
cities.

Along with a railway line to Europe and
a convention centre that recently hosted a
G20 finance ministers’ conference, the
massive structure is part of Chengdu’s bid
for top-tier city status. Exact figures are
not known, but the local government is
reported to have spent more than $6 bil-
lion on it. The Chengdu Commercial Daily
reported that 90 percent of commercial
space in the complex has been rented,
while a staff member told AFP that some
8,000 office workers commute there each
day. Even so it has not escaped political
controversy, with reports linking its con-
struction to Zhou Bin, the jailed son of
China’s  former security chief  Zhou
Yongkang, who was himself jailed for
bribery last year.

The millionaire behind the building,
Deng Hong, went missing during a probe
into Zhou but was later released, local
media said. Inside the centre, the pool is
ringed by restaurants where customers in
swimming costumes ate pizza and hot
orange juice-but the hard-surface beach
left some pining for a genuine seaside
experience. “I have never seen the real sea
but I want to see one and go surfing,” said
seven-year-old Liu Qingsong. “The (fake)
sea looks good but it’s not as good as the
real one.”— AFP 

Night Tube services

begin on London

Underground

LONDON: All-night services finally begin on the London
Underground yesterday, after being delayed for months by a
dispute with workers and a lack of political will according to the
city’s mayor. The Night Tube is seen as a boost for revelers,
tourists and shift workers, who on Friday and Saturday nights
will be able to travel on the network at any chosen hour. The
new service will begin on the Victoria and Central lines, cross-
ing through the centre of London and covering neighbor-
hoods including Notting Hill and Brixton. There are plans to
extend the scheme later this year to the Jubilee, Northern and
Piccadilly lines, with the latter reaching Heathrow airport. The
night-time service was scheduled to start in September last
year but was delayed by a dispute with trade unions over staff
conditions and pay. London Mayor Sadiq Khan, who was elect-
ed in May, said he had seen widespread enthusiasm for the
scheme and was surprised it had taken so long.

“It’s not me making a cheap point, but the previous mayor
did announce the Night Tube start date on one occasion and
that wasn’t met, on a second occasion, that wasn’t met, on a
third occasion, that wasn’t met, and then gave up,” said Khan,
referring to predecessor and current Foreign Minister Boris
Johnson. “My point is TfL (Transport for London) staff work
incredibly hard. It can’t be beyond the wit of a full-time mayor
and TfL to make this work properly,” he said. The mayor has
recorded welcome messages to be played out at Oxford Circus
station in the heart of the capital.

Safety concerns
Tube operating firm TfL claims the Night Tube will create

jobs and boost the night-time economy of bars, clubs, restau-
rants, and music events. Concerns, however, have been
expressed about the safety of the new service, after a leaked
internal assessment by TfL indicated that sexual offences and
other crimes are likely to increase. The British Transport Police
are providing 100 more officers to patrol the 144 stations that
will be open all night when the service begins. 

All stations will also be staffed by Tube employees, who had
staged a series of strikes in their dispute with Johnson over
rotas on the new service. Mick Cash, general secretary of the
Rail, Maritime and Transport (RMT) union, said on Thursday the
association would resist any attempts to deliver the overnight
service “on the cheap”. “Huge logistical challenges in areas like
safety, maintenance and engineering will remain under close
scrutiny by the union,” Cash said in a statement. —AFP

Concrete beach lures Chinese to world’s largest building

CHENGDU: Picture shows a general view of the water park, featuring a concrete beach, inside
the worlds largest building in Chengdu. Claiming to be the world’s largest building by floor
space, the 1,760,000 square meters of the New Century Global Center are a monument to
growing Chinese consumer power, packed with shoppers - and beach bathers a thousand kilo-
meters from the coast. — AFP 

Early Brexit relief ‘not much’ 

comfort for Bank of England

Retail sales, jobs data only a narrow snapshot 
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LONDON: European shares were poised to
post their biggest weekly loss in two
months yesterday and crude oil edged to
eight-week highs on the back of a weaker
dollar and hopes of a production cut. With
corporate earnings season in the United
States and Europe largely out of the way,
focus is back on the US Federal Reserve and
whether it decides to raise interest rates.
Mixed messages from the Fed in recent
days have left investors cagey ahead of next
week’s annual meeting of central bankers
from around the world in Jackson Hole,
Wyoming, in which Fed Chair Janet Yellen is
likely to cement expectations for a slow
pace of rate increases.

European shares fell 0.6 percent on the
day and are off 1 percent for the week, their
biggest weekly loss since the mid-June. The
index is down 6.7 percent this year, but has
rebounded 11 percent from its post-Brexit
vote low. Volumes have thinned out in
Europe with the summer lull kicking in.

Thursday’s session was the quietest in
terms of trading activity across Europe’s
stock exchanges in nearly three months,
according to Thomson Reuters data. “We
continue to forecast a ‘fat and flat’ market
for equities across regions for the remain-
der of 2016,”  Goldman Sachs said in a note
to clients, suggesting that while they do not
forecast a big slide, catalysts for further
gains are lacking.

“There is the risk of shocks due to elevat-
ed political uncertainty in (the second half)
and the potential for both monetary and fis-
cal stimulus disappointments,” it said. All
major sectors were in the red in Europe
though indexes received some support
from energy sector heavyweights such as
BP and Statoil which rose on the back of ris-
ing oil prices. Brent crude rose above $51 a
barrel and were on track for a seventh
straight day, as hopes that producers could
agree measures to support crude buoyed
sentiment.

In currency markets, uncertainty around
Fed rate hikes has hurt the US dollar which
was poised for a weekly loss against its
major counterparts and remained mired
near eight-week lows against the euro. “The
dollar has just been trading on the back
foot really,” said Lee Hardman, a strategist
with Bank of Tokyo-Mitsubishi in London.
“The market is generally of the view that
the Fed isn’t going to raise rates any time
soon. 

That leaves the dollar vulnerable in the
near term,” Hardman said. The dollar index,
which tracks the greenback against a bas-
ket of six major rivals, was down 1.4 per-
cent for the week, though it rose 0.2 per-
cent yesterday to 94.397. It had fallen as
low as 94.077 on Thursday, its weakest
since June 23. The euro dipped 0.3 percent
to $1.1325, still up 1 percent on the week
while the yen traded at 100.15, half a yen
off an eight-week high of 99.55 yen hit on
Tuesday.— Reuters

LONDON: Gold fell yesterday, snapping a week-
long streak of gains in tight trade as hawkish
comments from US Federal Reserve officials
renewed bets on a US rate hike this year while
contradicting comments from others curbed
losses. Spot gold was down 0.65 percent at
$1,343.40 per ounce at 1155 GMT while US gold
dropped 0.68 percent to $1,347.80 an ounce.
Gold is sensitive to higher rates which lift the
opportunity cost of holding non-yielding assets
such as bullion, while boosting the dollar in
which it is priced.

The week has seen a run of mixed signals from
Federal Reserve policymakers. San Francisco Fed
President John Williams on Thursday joined a
growing chorus of his colleagues signaling sup-
port for a US interest rate hike in coming months.
New York Fed President William Dudley rein-
forced his confidence in a possible rate hike for a
second time in the week. Dallas Fed President
Robert Kaplan, however, saw limited room to
manoeuvre on rates. 

Meanwhile, European Central Bank rate setters
agreed not to discuss any policy change at their
July meeting and to keep market hopes for more
stimulus in check, minutes showed on Thursday.
Signals are neutral for spot gold as it is stuck in a
range of $1,337.22-$1,358.01 per ounce, Reuters
technical analyst Wang Tao said. Analysts saw
gold rising after trading tightly as global central
banks were still printing money and the Fed pro-
vided mixed signals on interest rate hikes.

“The main story is that the range is getting
tighter and tighter. The big question is which way
it will break and we think it’s going to break on
the upside,” Jesper Dannesboe, senior commodi-
ty strategist at Societe Generale, citing the low
rate environment in the United States and quan-
titative easing in the UK and Euro-zone. Reports
showed the number of Americans filing for
unemployment benefits fell more than expected
last week, while manufacturing activity in the US
Mid-Atlantic region saw a mild improvement this
month. 

Members of the Fed’s rate-setting Federal
Open Market Committee were generally upbeat
about the US economy and labor market, but
several said any slowdown in future hiring would
augur against a near-term rate hike. “Still range-
bound, gold looks to break through $1,360 as the
possibility of a September rate rise tempers,” MKS
PAMP Group said in a note. Holdings of SPDR
Gold Trust, the world’s largest gold-backed ETF,
fell for a second day. The dollar against a basket
of six major currencies was up about 0.31 percent
at 94.447. Spot silver was down 2.19 percent at
$19.30 an ounce, while platinum inched lower at
$1,111.24. Palladium was down 1.04 percent at
$705.47, after hitting an one-week high of
$717.70 on Thursday. — Reuters

LONDON: Brent crude oil fell yester-
day after hitting an eight-week high, as
weak fundamentals countered a lift in
sentiment over talks next month on a
possible output freeze, though futures
remained on track to rise for a third
consecutive week. International
benchmark Brent futures were trading
at $50.70 per barrel at 1128 GMT,
down 19 cents from their last close.
Brent earlier hit $51.22, its highest
since June 22.

US West Texas Intermediate (WTI)
crude futures were down 9 cents at
$48.13 a barrel after reaching $48.75,
their highest since July 5. “We would

argue that improved fundamentals are
not a key reason for the recent price
bounce,” Morgan Stanley said in a
note. “Crude oil demand is anaemic,
gasoline demand has decelerated
globally, and China crude oil imports
are likely to decelerate (in the second
half of 2016),” the bank said, adding
that supply appears set to surprise to
the upside in a number of countries.

Iraq has resumed pumping oil from
fields operated by the state-run North
Oil Company via a Kurdish pipeline to
Turkey for the first time since March at
a rate of around 70,000 barrels per day,
with plans to double the volume next

week. Libya’s National Oil Corporation
began to load a tanker with crude from
storage tanks at the country’s eastern
Zueitina port to move to a local refin-
ery. While the port, which has been
shut since November, remained closed
for exports, the loading is a sign that a
deal between guards at the facility and
the UN-backed Government of
National Accord in Tripoli is moving
forward.

A stronger dollar also weighed on
prices as it rose 0.27 percent against a
basket of currencies. Gains in the dollar
make dollar-denominated oil  less
attractive to holders of other curren-

cies. Oil prices rallied sharply in recent
weeks after the announcement of
planned talks in Algeria next month
between the Organization of the
Petroleum Exporting Countries and
other major producers including
Russia. 

However,  analysts and traders
warned the rally was overblown, say-
ing the talks were unlikely to lead to
reduced supply. Nigerian Oil Minister
Emmanuel Ibe Kachikwu said on
Thursday that while a cut in OPEC pro-
duction is unlikely, there is hope that
the Algeria meeting could help shore
up crude prices. — Reuters

Brent crude softens, but on track for 3rd week of gains 

Gold dragged 
down by US Fed
rate hike views

European shares retreat
Trading volumes, volatility remain muted

MANILA: Dominador Canoy, 42, who earns an average of six US dollars per day collecting plastic bottles floating on the river using
his makeshift raft, is seen in his house erected at the banks of Pasig River in Manila said. The Philippine economy expanded 7.0 per-
cent in the second quarter, official data showed yesterday, but President Rodrigo Duterte’s new government said major changes
were needed to fix one of Asia’s biggest rich-poor divides. — AFP 
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HONG KONG: The Hong Kong exchange is in talks with
Tradeweb, a fixed income trading platform, to connect
China’s $7.5 trillion bond market with overseas investors,
three sources with direct knowledge of the discussions said.
One of the sources said the talks on the creation of the so-
called Bond Connect were exclusive and advanced. “We are
in the final stages of finalizing the plan, and the discussions
are now at the revenue-sharing stage,” said the source, who
is involved in the negotiations.

Tradeweb, majority-owned by Thomson Reuters, the
parent company of Reuters News, matches buyers and sell-
ers of fixed income products across more than 22 interna-
tional OTC bond markets.  “Tradeweb does not comment
on market speculation,” a London-based Tradeweb spokes-
woman said. Thomson Reuters declined to comment.  A
spokesman for Hong Kong Exchanges & Clearing (HKEX)
declined to comment, but at the exchange’s interim results
last week CEO Charles Li said the company was proceeding
with “Bond Connect” and planned to discuss the project
with regulators.  HKEX said more than a year ago that it
planned to build a Bond Connect scheme similar to the
landmark Hong Kong-Shanghai Connect program launched
in November 2014, which allows foreign investors to trade
Shanghai shares from Hong Kong and Chinese investors to
trade Hong Kong shares from Shanghai.  The initiatives
form part of HKEX’s published strategic plan to act as a
gateway between international investors and China, which
restricts foreign investment and operates capital controls.
Bond Connect would help further open up China’s onshore
bond market, which was the world’s third largest after the
United States’ and Japan’s, with 48.5 trillion yuan ($7.5 tril-
lion) of outstanding bonds at the end of 2015, according to
ratings agency Moody’s. — Reuters

Hong Kong exchange,
Tradeweb in talks over
‘Bond Connect’ platform

Dollar edges up, but on 
track for a weekly loss
Moody’s cuts outlook on Australian banks

TOKYO: The dollar wallowed close to
eight-week lows against the euro yes-
terday, and was poised for weekly loss-
es against its major counterparts, after
minutes of the US Federal Reserve’s July
meeting revealed central bank policy-
makers were in no hurry to hike rates.
At next week’s meeting of global cen-
tral bankers at Jackson Hole, Wyoming,
Fed Chair Janet Yellen is expected to
reinforce the message that the Fed will
raise interest rates later rather than
sooner, which gave investors no incen-
tive to buy the dollar. 

“The market’s focus now is shifting
to next  week,  the 26th,  and what
Yellen is going to say,” said Kaneo
Ogino, director at foreign exchange
research firm Global-info Co in Tokyo.
The dollar index,  which tracks the
greenback against  a  basket  of  s ix
major rivals, was down 1.4 percent for
the week, though it rose 0.2 percent
yesterday to 94.341. It had fallen as low
as 94.077 on Thursday, its deepest
nadir since June 23.

Fed officials agree that more eco-
nomic data is needed before raising
interest rates, although they were gen-
erally upbeat about the U.S. economic
outlook and labor market. Saying he is
in no hurry to raise rates, San Francisco
Federal Reserve Bank President John
Williams nevertheless warned that the
economy could overheat if rates are
kept low for too long, like a party at

which the host fails to remove the
punch bowl. New York Fed President
William Dudley said strong employ-
ment and a long-awaited return of mid-
dle-wage jobs suggest the labor market
is tightening and the broader U.S. econ-
omy is on track, and earlier this week,
he said it was “possible” for the central
bank to hike rates at the Sept. 20-21
meeting. Data on Thursday showed the
number of Americans filing for unem-
ployment benefits dropped more than
expected last week. Despite improving
labor conditions, economists see the
December meeting as the most likely
time for a rate increase, after the U.S.
presidential election in November,
according to a Reuters poll last week.
The euro slipped 0.2 percent to $1.1335,
but still within sight of its overnight
high of $1.1366, its loftiest peak since
June 24. It was on track to gain 1.6 per-
cent for the week. The dollar clawed
back some losses against its Japanese
counterpart, rising 0.4 percent to 100.24
yen, though it was still down 1 percent
for the week.

“Some Japanese investors, commer-
cial orders, are still interested in buying
dollars on any move to 99 yen, so some
short-term guys are not testing the
downside today,” said Global-info Co’s
Ogino. With an eventual US interest
rate hike on the horizon, Bill Northey,
chief investment officer of the private
client group at US Bank in Helena,

Montana, said the US currency could
appreciate to 110 yen by the end of the
year. “Yen strength has been dramatic
and almost perplexing, given the differ-
ent paths of  monetary policy.  We
would expect to see the dollar/yen
strengthen,” Northey said.

Japan’s top currency diplomat, Vice
Finance Minister for International Affairs
Masatsugu Asakawa, repeated on
Thursday that Japanese financial authori-
ties were watching for speculative cur-
rency market moves and would respond
if needed. Asakawa said it was easy for
markets to become volatile given low
liquidity during the summer holidays.
“On net, we think that JPY-selling inter-
vention is likely, if USD/JPY declines to
95-96 (before the Bank of Japan’s next
monetary policy meeting on September
20-21),” Tohru Sasaki, head of Japan
market research at JPMorgan Chase
Bank’s Tokyo Branch said in a note.
“Ahead of the US presidential election,
however, given the hardship for Japan
to conduct a large and sustainable USD-
buying/JPY-selling intervention, inter-
vention, if any, would be relatively small
and one-off just aimed at smoothing,”
Sasaki said. The Australian dollar skid-
ded 0.6 percent to $0.7640, down slight-
ly for the week. Pressuring the Aussie,
Moody’s Investors Service yesterday
lowered its outlook on Australia’s banks
to negative from stable, warning of slug-
gish profit growth. — Reuters

LONDON: A picture shows foreign exchange rates at a money changer in London. From computers and cars to carpets and
food, Britain’s decision to leave the EU is beginning to hit consumers in the pocket, having already spread uncertainty
through the property market. — AFP 

SYDNEY: Australia’s anti-trust regulator yesterday said it
would not grant the country’s three biggest banks inter-
im approval to collectively negotiate with Apple Inc to
install their own electronic payments applications on
iPhones. Australia’s three biggest banks, including the
number one lender National Australia Bank (NAB), last
month lodged a joint application seeking permission to
negotiate as a bloc from the Australian Competition and
Consumer Commission (ACCC).

The ACCC said that its decision not to grant the banks
the interim ruling was not indicative of whether the full
ruling, expected in October, would be successful or not.
“The ACCC has considered interim authorization within a
short time frame at the request of the applicants,” ACCC
Chairman Rod Sims said. “However, given the complexi-
ty of the issues and the limited time available, the ACCC
has decided not to grant interim authorization at this
time. The ACCC requires more time to consult and con-
sider the views of industry, consumers, and other inter-
ested parties.”

Apple, which operates its own Apple Pay mobile wal-
let, does not allow third-party electronic payment apps
to be loaded onto to the hugely popular smartphones.
The banks are seeking to be able to negotiate jointly for
access to Apple’s phones without themselves being
accused of violating anti-competition law. The three
Australian banks contend that while Apple allows apps
on iPhones using other commonplace technology, such
as Wi-Fi and Bluetooth, restricting the technology
through which mobile wallets function - known as Near
Field Technology - constitutes anti-competitive behav-
iour. Australia and New Zealand Bank, which signed a
deal to use the Apple Pay system in April, is the only one
of the country’s ‘Big Four’ banks not to join the action.
The country’s second-biggest lender, Commonwealth
Bank of Australia, and number three, Westpac Banking
Corp, have joined with NAB. A spokesman for the banks
said they would continue their ongoing consultations
with the ACCC until the final determination is made. A
spokeswoman for Apple in Sydney declined to comment
on the announcement.— Reuters

Australia denies banks
approval to jointly
negotiate with Apple 
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LONDON: Britain’s public finances
showed a smaller-than-expected budg-
et surplus in the first month after the
vote to leave the European Union,
potentially limiting the ability of new
finance minister Philip Hammond to
give the economy a big boost later this
year. Britain ran a budget surplus -
excluding state-owned banks - of near-
ly 1 billion pounds last month, lower
than the almost 1.2 billion pounds in
the same month last year, leaving it off
track to meet its current fiscal targets.

Economists in a Reuters poll had
expected revenues to exceed spending
by 1.6 billion pounds. Samuel Tombs,
an economist with Pantheon
Macroeconomics, said tax revenues
grew below the projections that under-
pin Britain’s current budget plans for a
fourth month, leaving little wiggle
room for Hammond to spend more or
cut taxes. “July’s relatively small surplus
means that the Chancellor will be able
to put together only a modest package
of measures to support the economy in
the Autumn Statement later this year,”
Tombs said in an email to clients.

Hammond has said he will move
more slowly to turn the deficit into a

surplus than his predecessor George
Osborne and might “reset” fiscal policy
at the end of 2016, depending on how
the economy copes with an expected
“Brexit” slowdown. Official  f igures
released earlier this week showed no
impact on consumer demand from the
vote to leave the EU and little hit to the
labor market in July. But economists
say it remains too early to gauge the
longer-term effect of the vote.

Help for economy
Britain’s future relationship with its

main trading partners in the EU is
unlikely to be clear until 2019 at the
earliest. Martin Beck, senior economic
advisor to the EY ITEM Club,  st i l l
expected Hammond would provide
some help to the economy.  “Some
form of fiscal stimulus to support the
economy in the face of Brexit-related
worries seems almost certain,” he said.
Britain typically reports a surplus in July
as companies pay corporation tax and
some individuals settle their  tax
returns. 

Corporation tax receipts of 7.5 bil-
lion pounds were the strongest for July
since 2011, the Office for National

Statistics said on Friday. But weighing
on the budget figures were weaker
growth in individual income tax pay-
ments than in July last and lower rev-
enues from tobacco tax. An ONS official
said the fluctuations could be due to
differences in when the taxes are paid
from year to year. The ONS said its data
included forecasts and so any post-ref-
erendum impact might not be clear for
some time.

For the f irst  four months of  the
2016/17 tax year, public sector net bor-
rowing of 23.7 billion pounds was 11.3
percent lower than last year, less than
half the kind of reduction needed to
meet Britain’s existing budget plans.
Osborne failed to meet his target for
cutting the deficit last financial year
when it stood at 4.0 percent of gross
domestic product, down from over 10
percent in 2010 but still among the
highest for a developed nation. Before
the referendum, Britain’s finance min-
istry said the economic shock of a vote
for Brexit could increase public sector
net borrowing by 24 billion pounds in
the 2017/18 tax year. In the case of a
severe shock, it could rise by 39 billion
pounds. — Reuters

SYDNEY: An Australian state government will restart the sale
process for a major energy grid after the federal government
angered China yesterday by ruling out the preferred Chinese
bidders on security grounds. Australia’s Treasurer Scott
Morrison, who must approve major foreign investments, for-
mally blocked the A$10 billion ($7.6 billion) sale of Ausgrid
yesterday to preferred bidders State Grid Corp of China and
Hong Kong’s Cheung Kong Infrastructure Holdings.

The disqualification of the Chinese firms prompted the
state of New South Wales (NSW) to re-start the tender
process for the grid’s majority stake. “The NSW Government
will now move immediately to relaunch the transaction
process for the partial lease of Ausgrid and notes the strong
market interest for this valuable asset,” NSW Premier Mike
Baird said in a statement yesterday. The decision to block the
sale - Morrison made a preliminary decision to block last
week before confirming the stance officially yesterday - has
caused a rift with China, Australia’s biggest trade partner, just
eight months after their A$100 billion free trade agreement
took effect.

China’s commerce ministry said in a statement on its web-
site yesterday that the decision showed uncertainty in
Australia’s investment environment and would seriously hurt
the willingness of Chinese companies to invest in the coun-
try. The Ausgrid delay is the latest of a series of set backs for
planned privatizations across the country, including the
shelving of energy asset sales in Queensland and the
Fremantle Port in Western Australia; both of which were dis-
rupted by a lack of support in their state parliaments.
Proceeds from the sale of Australian state-owned assets are
designed to be plowed back into the economy through job-
creating infrastructure projects, including public transport
networks. The re-run of the Ausgrid tender opens the way for
a local bidder, with Australia’s pension funds likely to play a
role as a partner in any fresh offers. One investment manager
at a major Australian superannuation fund told Reuters that
the bar on foreign bidders meant his fund would now look
more closely at the asset, although he said it would take a
long time to be in a position to bid. “Typically around the
world the Chinese have been the highest payers,” said the
investment manager, who declined to be named. “As
investors, we’ve been reluctant to get involved. This might
open the door but it’s very early.” — Reuters

LONDON: US stocks of natural gas are rising much more
slowly than normal for this time of year as a long, hot sum-
mer spurs record air-conditioning demand and gas burn by
power generators. Natural gas stocks exhibit strong season-
al behavior, increasing between April and October, then
drawing down during winter between November and
March. But working gas stocks increased by just 22 billion
cubic feet (bcf) last week, which was less than half the aver-
age increase of 55 bcf at the same time of year between
2011 and 2015. 

Stocks have increased by less than normal in 17 of the
last 20 weeks. Inventories have risen by just 859 bcf since
the start of April compared with a typical increase of 1,328
bcf in the last five years. Part of the reason is that surging
temperatures have spurred record demand for air condi-
tioning and forced power producers to burn more gas to
meet demand.

Temperatures have been consistently higher than nor-
mal in June, July and August across most of the United
States. Total air-conditioning demand so far in 2016 has
been 4 percent higher than in 2015 and 12 percent above
the long-term average. However, even allowing for higher
temperatures, natural gas consumption by power produc-
ers has been exceptionally strong, while natural gas produc-
tion has lagged. For any given level of temperatures and air-
conditioning demand, stocks have risen more slowly each
week in 2016 than in 2015.

The market mechanism is working its magic and ultra-
low gas prices are gradually forcing production and con-
sumption back into balance. Cheap natural gas has encour-
aged power producers to maximize gas-fired generation at
the expense of coal and other fuels. Meanwhile, low prices
have discouraged the drilling of new wells. — Reuters

Surplus could limit 
fiscal reset for UK
ONS says tax payment timing might be a factor

LONDON: A series of bank notes are displayed in central London. The pound’s sharp drop following Britain’s vote to
leave the European Union is starting to weigh on companies, particularly manufacturers, by increasing the cost of the
imported raw materials and goods they require to do business. — AP

Rejection of Chinese bids 
for Australian energy grid 
opens door for the locals

US natural gas market 
rebalances on hot 

weather, low prices: Kemp 
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KUWAIT: VIVA, Kuwait’s fastest-growing and most
developed telecom operator, has launched the
Samsung Galaxy Note7 - the most intelligent smart-
phone yet that allows users to think as big as they do.
The Galaxy Note7 features an IP68 rated water-resistant
body and S-Pen, updated biometric authentication
including a new iris scanning feature, the latest
Samsung Knox  security platform and  HDR video
streaming capabilities, to name a few.

“At VIVA, our state-of-the-art infrastructure supports
a range of telecom services. These services enable
smartphone makers like Samsung to unleash the full
potential of their world-class devices. Through exclusive
partnerships, we are combining the best of both worlds
and maximizing our customers’ experience. With a
range of plans and packages, we are eager to support
customers with the Galaxy Note7 that has reinvented
the large-screen smartphone segment yet again with a
unique combination of productivity tools, entertain-
ment services and security features,” said Mr.
Abdelrazaq Bader Al-Essa, Corporate Communications
Director at VIVA.

Boasting a symmetrical dual edge 5.7-inch QHD
Super AMOLED screen with Corning(r) Gorilla(r) Glass 5,
the Galaxy Note7 is compatible with the Gear VR, Gear
360 camera, Gear Fit2 or Gear IconX, among other
devices in the Samsung ecosystem. The Galaxy Note7 is
equipped with an advanced camera featuring dual-pix-
el sensor technology. In addition to 64GB of internal
memory, the Galaxy Note7 offers expandable storage
and microSD support up to 256GB. The phablet is also
equipped with a 3,500mAh battery, easy Power
Management, charging quickly using the new USB-C
port and also wirelessly. 

Available in Gold Platinum, Silver Titanium and Black
Onyx, the Galaxy Note7 also includes a Game Pack,
along with exceptional promotions including holiday
packages from Holiday Factory and a pre-installed
Galaxy Entertainer application with exclusive fine din-
ing, entertainment, lifestyle and hotel accommodations
deals. To know more about Samsung Galaxy Note 7,
customers can visit one of VIVA’s 70 branches, log in to
VIVA’s official portal at www.viva.com.kw  or contact
VIVA’s 24-hour call center at 102. 

VIVA launches Galaxy Note7 with postpaid plans

KUWAIT: Established in 1893, Royal Enfield is considered one
of the oldest Motorcycle companies in the world. RE are
Manufactured in India particularly in Chennai, and globally
distributed. RE entered the Kuwait Market in 2014 through its
exclusive dealer Kuwait Automotive Imports CO.W.L.L (Al
Shaya & Al Sagar). 2 years later the Royal Enfield Riders Club
was established by a group of RE owners from different
nationalities  

Royal Enfield is considered as an icon in the world of
Motorcycle. It strongly promotes leisure of motorcycling as a
life style and encourages the Royal Enfield riders and owners
to keep riding. In this regard, the company organizes annual
events and rides such as the Himalayan Odyssey, the Tour of
Rann of Kutch, the tour of NH 17 (Mumbai to Goa), the tour of
Rajasthan and the Southern Odyssey. 

It also organizes the annual festival of biking, rider mania in
Goa which attracts Royal Enfield riders from all over the world.
Kuwait REC organized a Ride in the occasion of India National
day. All RE owners from different nationalities hit Kuwait roads
to spread the message of universal brotherhood and the joy of
riding.  Most of the RE motorcycle fans called it a legend, oth-
ers call it a beast, RE is a bike which can never go by unno-
ticed, if well maintained it can last up to 30 years easily. All Re
enfield riders agreed on the Ride quality, because RE motorcy-
cle have excellent low end torque, the ride will have unforget-
table and lasting pleasant impact on the rider. Not to mention
the good re-sale value, you can buy a RE and resold it around
the same price.  Since its establishment, RE motor has always
been celebrities’ choice. Many celebrities are Re owners such
as GulPanag. The former Miss India and Bollywood star owns a
RE STD350. Brad Pitt also is a RE Enfield Bullet owner, likewise
John Abraham - a Bollywood star. Kuwait Automotive is invit-
ing all riding lovers to experiment the joy of riding a Royal
Enfieldand to discover it’s 3 masterpieces (Claasic 500,
Rumbler 500 and and Classic chrome 500) that are showcased
at the showroom. 

Samsung’s ‘most intelligent smartphone’

KUWAIT: Gulf Bank held its Al Danah daily draws on
14 August 2016 announcing the names of its winners
for the week of 7 August - 11 August 2016. The Al
Danah daily draws include draws each and every work-
ing day for two prizes of KD1,000 per winner. The win-
ners were: (Sunday 7/8): Mohammad Shawkat Othman
Ahmed, Hamad Abdulrazak Ahmad Al-Qabandy;
(Monday 8/8): Laila Barfaid, Talal Hadi Ajaj Al-Azmi;
(Tuesday 9/8):  Faisal Ali  Salman Salmeen, Najat
Abdulnabi Abdulreda Abdulkareem; (Wednesday
10/8):  Abdullah Mohammed Jassem Al-Hamar,
Abdulaljaleel Khalil Al-Akrawi; (Thursday 11/8): Kamal
Aldeen Mohammad Sayed, Khali l  Ibrahim Ali
Boushehri.

Gulf Bank’s Al Danah 2016 draw lineup includes dai-
ly draws (2 winners per working day each receive
KD1000). Al Danah’s 3rd Quarterly Draw for the prize
of KD500,000 will be held on September 29th. The
final Al Danah draw for 1 Million Kuwaiti Dinars will be
held on 5 January,  2017 whereby the Al Danah
Millionaire will be announced. Open an Al Danah
account now or deposit more to increase your chances
of winning the Millionaire Draw!  Five reasons why the
Al Danah account is the Best: (1) Kuwait’s single
biggest yearly cash prize of KD 1 Million. (2) Kuwait’s
biggest quarterly cash prizes, up to KD500,000. (3) Two
winners of KD1,000 every working day. (4) The most
chances to win. (5) Only Bank that transfers your
chances to win from year to year.

Only Al Danah 
Al Danah also offers a number of unique services

including: The Al Danah Deposit Only ATM card which
helps account holders deposit their money at their
convenience; as well as the Al Danah calculator to help
customers calculate their chances of becoming an Al
Danah winner. Gulf Bank’s Al Danah account is open to
Kuwaiti  and non-Kuwaiti  residents of Kuwait.
Customers who open an account and/ or deposit more
will enter the draw within two days. To take part in the
Al Danah 2016 upcoming quarterly and yearly draws,
customers must have an Al Danah account containing
at least KD 200; customers can visit one of Gulf Bank’s
56 branches, transfer on line, or call the Customer
Contact Center on 1805805 for assistance and guid-
ance. Customers can also log on to www.e-
gulfbank.com/aldanahwinners, to find out more about
Al Danah and its winners. 

Royal Enfield - growing 
old and staying young

Gulf Bank announces 
winners of the 

Al Danah Daily Draws 

Abdelrazaq Bader Al-Essa
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MUMBAI: Indian Bollywood
actress Sushmita Sen walks
the ramp during the launch
of Rebecca Dean’s new
designer label on
Thursday.— AFP
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The ‘Good For You’ hitmaker publicly scolded Justin when he
threatened to make his Instagram page private after fans
lashed out over pictures he posted with his reported new

girlfriend Sofia Richie, but an irate Justin hit back and they ended
up in a public war of words. Both Selena, 24, and Justin each
accused the other of cheating during their on/off romance before
Selena took to Snapchat to say sorry but sources close to the star
claim that she only hit out because she is still hung up on Justin. A
source told PEOPLE: “He was Selena’s first love, and she hasn’t
been able to totally get over him.” During the online argument,
Justin also accused Selena of using him for fame, but the source
said: “They’re both young and have made mistakes, but she has
never used him. He put their relationship out there way more

than she ever did, and he’s been very strategic about it.
Whenever something good is happening in her life, he’ll post
something to get at her.” Meanwhile, after threatening to make
his Instagram account private, Justin has now deleted it. The 22-
year-old singer’s fans - known as Beliebers - have been left devas-
tated after the star axed his social media account, which had 77.8
million followers. When fans try to access his Instagram, a mes-
sage now pops up reading: “Sorry, this page isn’t available. “The
link you followed may be broken, or the page may have been
removed. Go back to Instagram.”

Selena Gomez not 
over Justin Bieber

The 32-year-old reality TV star had a cancer-
ous mole removed from her back and has
had past scares that turned out to be

benign. She wrote on her app: “There was one
mole I had on my back that was skin cancer. I
had eight inches of skin removed. It was defi-

nitely painful because it was a lot of skin, but
most of the time, the removals haven’t been
that bad. “A couple years ago, I noticed one
growing under my breast. I immediately looked
it up online and found out that if a mole is grow-
ing and changing shape, you should go to the
doctor - so I did. They took the whole thing out
and they biopsied it. Thankfully, it was benign.
I’ve gone through this process a couple of times
and I am so grateful that most moles have not
been cancerous. “Now that I’ve gone through
this a couple of times, I am extra aware of my
skin, body and moles.” And Khloe wants to
encourage others to be vigilant about getting
checked. She said: “I’m writing this post with the
hope that my story can get some of you in to
see your doctor if you notice something wrong
with your skin. I haven’t had a problem in years,
but wanted to share  experience with you so
that if you notice something doesn’t look right,
you will take action and take care of your
health!” Meanwhile, earlier this year Khloe
stunned her mother Kris Jenner when she
refused to undergo testing to determine
whether she might carry the gene which would
put her at risk of contracting breast cancer,
insisting she wasn’t interested in having the
knowledge. After Khloe refused the test, Kris
asked: “‘You don’t care if you could possibly get
breast cancer?” Her daughter yelled in response:
“We’re all going to die.” Kris argued: “Do you
want to die when you’re 30 or do you want to
die when you’re 85?” Khloe replied: “I don’t care,
I don’t care.” Kris also encouraged older daugh-
ters Kim Kardashian West and Kourtney
Kardashian to undertake the tests, admitting it
would be a “great feeling” if they did. Kim, Khloe
and Kourtney’s father, Robert Kardashian, died
in 2003 just eight weeks after being diagnosed
with cancer.

Amy Schumer thought
her abusive ex-boyfriend

was going to kill her

The 35-year-old actress has revealed that during her twenties she dated a man
called Dan who would have violent outbursts, including once when he threat-
ened her with a knife. In her new memoir, ‘The Girl With The Lower Back Tattoo’,

she said that during one incident he tried to break a mug over her head and added: “I
was screaming for him to stop, when he grabbed a butcher knife from a drawer. And
that’s when I was sure he was going to kill me. It may sound clichÈ, but I saw my life
flash before my eyes. “I thought he was the love of my life for a long time but I allowed
him to hurt me in ways that I still don’t understand. “Dan and I would go to happy
hours and get drunk, and then he’d get mad and shove me little. Sometimes from the
shove, I’d trip over something and fall, and get hurt.” Amy also showed her support for
victims of domestic violence and insisted they are not alone. Revealing she finally left
her boyfriend a few months after the knife incident, she said: “I’m a strong-ass woman,
not someone most people picture when they think ‘abused woman’. It can happen to
anyone. You’re not alone if it’s happening to you, and you’re not exempt if it hasn’t
happened to you.”  However, these days Amy is in a happy and secure relationship

with Ben Hanisch, who she first met on
an online dating app. She shared: “We

sent each other very simple hellos
and short, funny messages ... When

we met, we smiled at each other
and in that moment, everything
felt right.”

Khloe Kardashian

had a skin cancer scare
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The ‘Late Late Show’ host revealed he was “forced” to get into a car
full of teenagers, before he joined them in singing along to the radio,
as they copied his wildly successful show segment.  Speaking to The

Wrap, James said: “I was crossing the street in London a few weeks ago
and there were these four kids. They were like 18, 19. They sort of forced
me to get in the car. They all had their camera phones out and we were
just singing along to the radio. I was like, ‘Am I being kidnapped?’”
‘Carpool Karaoke’ has featured celebrities including Adele, One Direction,
Mariah Carey and First Lady Michelle Obama and James admitted its suc-
cess is “madness” to him. He told Variety: “On our first show we did this bit
with Tom Hanks where we recapped his film career in seven minutes, and

that’s been viewed 18 million times on YouTube. Then, the next night, we
put out ‘Carpool Karaoke’. Who could have ever predicted that that would
become just this thing where millions of people would just watch these
segments. It’s madness to us.” And James revealed one of the most memo-
rable ‘Carpool Karaoke’ segments he did involved the Red Hot Chili
Peppers.  He said: “They were so free in their discussion, and they were so
open, and they had no care or time for thinking, ‘Oh, how are people
going to perceive it?’ It was just they were exactly who they were, from
start to finish, and I have to say the truth is I just found being in their com-
pany completely thrilling.”

James Corden was ‘kidnapped’ by 
‘Carpool Karaoke’ fans in London recently

Although the 20-year-old model and the 24-year-old Los
Angeles Lakers player have been romantically linked for
the past few months, friends of Kendall insist she is happy

to play the field for now. A source told PEOPLE: “Kendall is just
having fun and not taking anything too seriously with anybody
right now. [Her relationship with Jordan] might just be a hookup
thing moving forward. “They like each other, but it’s not a deep
relationship at the moment. They’re on the same page.”  Kendall
has also been linked to rapper A$AP Rocky recently but the insid-
er said: “She’s not going to settle down with anyone right now.”
Meanwhile, Kendall recently revealed she wants to be married
with children within the next 10 years. She wrote in a post on her

website: “Hearing my sister Kylie mention what she sees her life
like at 30 - on a farm with kids - got me thinking about my own
life in 10 years, which weirdly gave me a strong urge to play ‘The
Sims’. “If I were building my perfect world on the game, this is
how it would look: I’d have a beautiful, secluded house in Malibu
with a gorgeous husband and a couple of kids. “Seeing models
like Cindy Crawford and Gisele live chilled but extremely fortu-
nate and blessed lives seems like exactly what I would want.
“Even though I love dogs, I don’t want to be overwhelmed so I’d
probably just have one. I’d definitely want a horse, too, so I could
ride whenever I wanted.”

Kendall Jenner and Jordan Clarkson

are keeping their relationship casual

Jennifer’s mother Darnell Donaldson, brother Jason and sev-
en-year-old nephew Julian King were murdered by her sis-
ter’s estranged husband William Balfour in 2008 and Jennifer

Vin Diesel is 
‘grateful to the entire

cast’ of ‘Fast 8’

The actor is believed to be the focus of Dwayne
Johnson’s recent criticism about unprofessional co-
stars on the set of ‘Fast 8’ but Vin has taken to

Instagram to insist that he values everyone who worked on
the movie. He wrote: “Came home from filming with my fare
share of stunt related injuries. You know I will always push
and put myself on the line to make something immortal and
worthy. Waiting for me was an incredible family filled week-
end. I am proud of the entire team for making Fast 8 a reality.
Though intense at times, I am grateful to the entire cast...
Every single one of them we brought on has shined because
of their talent and commitment. Always count your blessings.
#peoplefeeltruth #alllove (sic).” In his original rant, former
wrestler The Rock praised his female co-stars in the film,
Charlize Theron, Jordana Brewster and Michelle Rodriguez,
but admitted it was a “different story” working with the guys.
The actor - who plays bounty hunter Luke Hobbs - wrote:
“This is my final week of shooting Fast & Furious 8. There’s no
other franchise that gets my blood boiling more than this
one.  “An incredible hard working crew. Universal Studios
Entertainment has been great partners as well. My female co-
stars are always amazing and I love ‘em. My male co-stars
however are a different story. “Some conduct themselves as
stand up men and true professionals, while others don’t. The
ones that don’t are too chicken s**t to do anything about it
anyway. Candy asses.(sic)” Although Dwayne did not explicit-
ly cite Vin as the source of his frustration while making the
movie, the two stars are said to have fallen out during film-
ing. A source previously said: “Vin Diesel and the Dwayne
Johnson have been butting heads throughout the produc-
tion of ‘Fast 8’. “Vin has a reputation for being difficult - he
shows up late, keeps people waiting, holds up production
and is disrespectful to people on the set. Dwayne lost his
patience with him.”and Julian’s mother Julia marked Julian’s 15th birthday on

Sunday (14.08.16) by giving to charity.  Jennifer told
Entertainment Tonight: “I wanted my sister to look forward to her
son’s birthday. “My mother always told me, ‘What I love about
you is no matter how negative things are, you always seem to
find the positive.’ “Julian was a scholar of a child. He was a giver
as well. Hatch Day represents everything about him.” The annual
Hatch Day event, held in collaboration with their charity, the
Julian D. King Gift Foundation, was set up six years ago and has
helped more than 5,000 children. Jennifer said: “I had no idea
what we were starting, and so to think back then to now, it’s like,
look at the seed we have planted!”  Julia added: “It means a lot to
be able to help, to give back.”  Jennifer, 34, previously praised her
seven-year-old son David - who she has with partner David
Otunga - for keeping her strong following the tragedy. She said: “I
went from being an aunt, having a mom, and being a child to not
having a mom, becoming a mom, and raising my own child. I tell
David all the time, ‘You saved my life.’ “It’s frustrating as hell to
me to have somebody who ain’t lost nothing try to talk to me
about it. I want to say, ‘Don’t even bother, because you know
nothing.’ But you never know how much you can get through
until you’re going through it.”

Jennifer Hudson honors her late nephew Julian  
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TOKYO: A Brazilian chef won the World Sushi Cup yesterday,
bursting into tears of joy after his knife skills and artful prepara-
tion of salmon roe, tuna and shrimp delicacies wowed Japanese
judges. With the country’s UNESCO-recognised cuisine enjoying
an explosion of global popularity, the competition-sponsored
by Japan’s agricultural ministry-aims to improve sushi standards
overseas. Dressed in white coats and hats, 27 chefs from coun-
tries ranging from France, Brazil and the US to Pakistan, nerv-
ously prepared fish and made traditional “Edo” style sushi, in
tightly timed rounds.

Their techniques were closely watched and evaluated by a
panel of Japanese sushi masters, with 20 chefs making it
through to the finals on day two, where they had to show off
their own original styles of sushi. “I had fun,” said cup winner
Celso Hideji Amano, 38, a Brazilian of Japanese ancestry who
shone in the traditional sushi making round, before busting into
tears. “It’s not an easy competition,” Usman Khan, a 32-year-old
Pakistani chef working at a branch of the prestigious Nobu
restaurant chain in Cape Town, told AFP. 

“You’re under a lot of pressure,” he said on Thursday, the
first day of the competition. The annual contest was first held
in 2013 and Khan, who has competed twice and made it
through to the finals this year, said it was a good challenge.
“What better way to test your limits by competing against
other chefs in the same profession in Japan,” he said. 

Khan first encountered sushi after he moved to South
Africa from Kuwait 13 years ago. “I couldn’t believe people
could eat raw fish,” he said. “I was disgusted initially but I got
intrigued.”

Soaring popularity 
As of July 2015, there were 89,000 Japanese restaurants

outside Japan, up from 55,000 two years before, according to
the ministry. But many establishments outside the country
serve sushi without proper knowledge and skills, competition
organizers said. “Quite a lot of people are learning from the
internet  and books , ”  sa id  Wor ld  Sushi  Cup chairman
Masayoshi Kazato, who has worked as a sushi chef for more

than four decades. “Improvement of the level of cooking and
hygiene through this competition that’s what we’re aiming
for,” he said. 

One of the contestants, French chef Eric Ticana Sik, 31, said
his goal in participating was simply to learn more. “We are one
of the countries that eat the most sushi in the world, but there
is really a lack of training,” he said. “Only Japanese can teach
us the basics.” Sik, whose signature sushi brings together ele-
ments of Japan and France by combining salmon and brie
cheese, said he wanted to meet other chefs from around the
world to “discuss and share” views. The origin of sushi dates
back to the Heian Period (794-1185), when salted “funa” fish
were fermented together with rice, according to the ministry.
The current style was developed in the Edo Period (1603-1867)
when the public began using vinegar mixed with rice. — AFP

TOKYO: Hideji Celso Amano (C), a Brazilian of Japanese ancestry, celebrates his win during the award ceremony of the World
Sushi Cup Japan 2016 yesterday. — AFP photos

TOKYO: Usman Khan, a 32-year-old Pakistani chef working at
a branch of the prestigious Nobu restaurant chain in Cape
Town, displays his original sushi work during the World Sushi
Cup Japan 2016 yesterday.

Brazilian chef wins ‘World Sushi Cup’ 

TOKYO: Malaysia’s Tai Koon Siang, (R), who captured second place, competes during the
World Sushi Cup Japan 2016 yesterday.

TOKYO: Hideji Celso Amano, a Brazilian of
Japanese ancestry who was awarded first
place, competes during the World Sushi Cup
Japan 2016 yesterday.

TOKYO: Hideji Celso Amano, a Brazilian of
Japanese ancestry, makes a winner’s speech
during the award ceremony of the World
Sushi Cup Japan 2016 yesterday.
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Part bikini, part all-covering burqa, the burki-
ni swimsuit has sparked huge controversy in
France, but in Australia where beach culture

is a national obsession, it’s seen as a symbol of
inclusion, says its designer Aheda Zanetti.

The light-weight, quick-drying two-piece
swimsuit which covers the body and hair has been
banned from French beaches by several mayors in
recent weeks following deadly attacks linked to
jihadists.

While Australia is grappling with a rise in anti-
Muslim sentiment after a series of assaults by radi-
calised youth, the burqini has not attracted strong
criticism in a country where people regularly cov-
er up at beaches to protect their skin from the
harsh sunshine. The swimsuit is rather seen as
allowing more people to participate in the out-
door lifestyle Australians celebrate as part of their
national culture. 

When Australian-Lebanese Zanetti, 48, was

designing the outfit on the lounge-room floor of
her home in the multicultural southwestern
Sydney suburb of Bankstown more than a decade
ago, her first thoughts were about how it could
help girls play sports while respecting their faith
as Muslims.

“Australia has a lifestyle of beach, surf and sun
and sporting activities and I felt that when I was
growing up I missed out on a lot of the activities,”
Zanetti told AFP, adding that the idea stemmed
from watching her niece play netball. “I just didn’t
want anyone to miss out on any sporting activities
like we all did because of our modesty restric-
tions.” Zanetti-who was a housewife with three
young children at the time-opened her first shop
in Sydney in 2005. Since then, she has sold some
700,000 suits, with the multi-million-dollar busi-
ness also exporting to wholesalers in countries
such as Bahrain, Britain, South Africa and
Switzerland.

‘Like a second skin’    
The burkini came to national prominence after

the Cronulla riots in Sydney in December 2005,
when a drunken white mob attacked Arab-
Australians in a bid to “reclaim the beach” after
two lifesavers-viewed as national icons-were beat-
en, and retaliatory attacks spread.

The violence shocked Australians and sparked
efforts by Surf Life Saving Australia to recruit
Muslim lifeguards to patrol beaches. They also
commissioned Zanetti to create a burkini in their
iconic red and yellow colours.

For Siham Karra-Hassan, the burkini-which she
describes as “like a second skin”-was her opportu-
nity to return to the swimming pool, two decades
after she was chased out of the water by a life-
guard for wearing cotton clothes.

“When the burkini came out, things changed
very quickly,” the mother-of-six told AFP, adding
that her 25-year-old daughter was a burkini-wear-
ing swimming instructor. “I’m extremely active...
so the more I can exercise, the more I can get into
that water, the more I can throw this (burkini) on,
I’m happy.” Other swimmers initially stared at
Karra-Hassan but since then she has been
approached by people, including non-Muslims,
who want to wear the burkini to protect them-
selves from Australia’s harsh sun.

Fitness instructor Fatma Taha, who runs
women-only aqua aerobics classes at local swim-
ming pools in Sydney’s west, regularly trains
Muslims and told AFP the arrival of full-body
swimwear made it easier for them to head to the
water.

‘No bombs in burkinis’ 
Zanetti claims the trademark on the name

burkini  and says her designs are the first to be
streamlined into two-piece swimwear that have a
head covering. But she is frustrated the words
have taken on negative connotations in France,
where Islamic dress has long been a source of ten-
sion.

France already bans the full-face veil in public
places, and friction over religion has grown fol-
lowing attacks claimed by the Islamic State group-
including the killing of 85 people after a truck

rammed into a crowd celebrating Bastille Day in
Nice. “They (French politicians) have taken the
word of burkini to symbolize it as an Islamic term
in a bad way, when it’s really just a word. It’s a
word that I created to suit a product that I make...
We’re not hiding any bombs underneath it, we are
not going to create terrorists from it,” she said.

“They are not addressing anything except
hatred. A garment is just there to suit the need of
that specific event. It just so happens a burkini
swimsuit is a modest type of dress for a specific
event... and we still wear bikinis underneath it, if
that counts.”— AFP

SYDNEY: A Muslim model displays burkini swim-
suits at a shop yesterday. 

RABAT: A Moroccan woman wearing a ‘burkini’, a full-body swimsuit designed for Muslim women, enters the sea at Oued Charrat beach,
near the capital Rabat, on August 17, 2016. — AFP photos

‘Burkini’ about inclusion not division in Australia

SYDNEY: A Muslim model displays burkini swimsuits at a shop yesterday.

SYDNEY: Australian-Lebanese designer
Aheda Zanetti explains her products of
burkini swimsuits at a shop yesterday.
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Maps, road signs, sat navs, Google maps it all
makes travelling so easy. But how do you
get around in a city with few street names,

where buildings have no numbers?  “Cross ‘Death
Junction’ then after about 500 metres on the left,
you’ll see a curtain seller. Go up the path until you
see a black building-that’s where I live,” says Judith
Koumis, giving directions to her home in Yaounde,
the Cameroon capital. 

“It’s easy,” she says, forgetting, like everyone
else, that “Death Junction” has an official name-
Friendship Junction.

In this west African country, like many other
places on the continent, getting around town can
be something of a puzzle without a firm grasp of
the local landmarks and how they’re known by resi-
dents. “Death Junction” in Yaounde, “Crossroads of
my misspent life” for a red-light area in the eco-
nomic hub Douala... such are the often capricious
names given to various intersections in Cameroon,
even where official names might exist. 

It’s the same story in neighbouring Gabon
where the taxis in the capital Libreville operate
along similar lines, using local landmarks to find
their way around. 

Giving a cabbie an address is likely to draw a
blank look as their navigation system involve direc-
tions more like “behind the prison” or near the
“Hassan Hejeij building”, named after a well-known
Lebanese businessman who lived there.

Finding a business, a doctor or a pharmacy in a
hurry is a challenge. Even locating a restaurant, an
embassy or a private home requires patience in
cities experiencing rampant growth and where
informal housing is rife. 

Lost, late, confused   
These days, life is a touch less complicated now

that most people have mobile phones. “It’s easy to
get here, but if you need anything, just call,”
Koumis insists.  All of which is fine-as long as you
don’t run out of battery. 

And it’s not much easier when dealing with offi-
cialdom. “To give the bank my address, I made
them a sketch with arrows and the position of the
nearby petrol station,” says Gautier, a French

national in his 30s who is working in Lambarene in
central Gabon. 

As a result, going around in circles, getting lost
and arriving late happens a lot. In recent weeks, the
mayor of Yaounde has begun a project to inject
some order across the city, whose population, offi-
cials say, is close to two million people.

The goal is to name every street and number
every plot of land, and produce an urban plan “in
order to improve location information, to help the
emergency services get around... help visiting for-
eigners get around,” says project head Arnauld
Phillipe Ndzana.

Local resistance    
Under the project, close to 100,000 doors will be

given numbers and 5,100 streets named. Currently
only 140 streets in Yaounde have names, he said.
Not everyone likes the idea. Others worry as the
municipality has, over the years,  destroyed homes
and businesses built on public land or in
unplanned areas. “Investigators in the field some-
times encounter hostility from people who think
their house will be knocked down or they will have
to pay more tax,” says Ndzana. 

“We have been attacked three times. One resi-
dent even came out with a knife and ordered us to
go away,” said Blandine Ngo Kam, head of a team
working in Briqueterie, a restive Muslim neighbour-
hood of the city. An initial project to assign
addresses in the town was carried out in 1994 but
no one, including government offices, saw the use
so never used them, Ndzana said.

Last September, Libreville launched a similar
project in the presence of several mayors of big
francophone cities, including Paris’ Anne Hidalgo.
There again, not everyone was pleased. “It is our
cultural identity that is going to suffer,” some resi-
dents said.

‘Easily find an address’   
Private initiatives have also tried to untangle out

Africa’s urban labyrinths. In Doula, in Cameroon’s
south, young telecoms engineer Samuel Bamal in
February launched a mobile geolocation app called
ShoOwer . “It’s a tool which helps you get your

bearings and easily find an address either with or
without an Internet connection,” says Bama, a 28-
year-old resident of the city. 

With the rapid growth of our cities, “we are try-
ing to resolve the problem of addresses in Africa.”
Currently, some 15,000 locations are listed in the
application’s database covering “six or seven
towns”, and the app already has “5,000 users, of
whom 1,200 actively use it” everyday, he says. 

The application is free to download on Google
Play, but the user must cover the cost of the SMS
messages if he cannot do his research online. In
short, it might give you what you need to reach
Judith’s house on time. — AFP

YAOUND: A Cameroonian painter working on behalf of the Yaounde Municipality applies
numbers to houses in Yaounde on August 9, 2016. — AFP photos

YAOUND: A Cameroonian painter working on behalf of the Yaounde Municipality applies
numbers to houses in Yaounde on August 9, 2016.

Streets with no names:
the maze of African cities

YAOUND: A Cameroonian painter working on behalf of the Yaounde Municipality
applies numbers to houses in Yaounde on August 9, 2016.
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Hong Kong: In this picture taken on August 16, 2016, Natalie Chan (C), 11, strokes a rabbit as
her mother smiles whilst visiting the “Rabbitland” cafe in the district of Causeway Bay.

HONG KONG: In this picture taken on August 16, 2016, a rabbit eats in its cage at the
“Rabbitland” cafe in the district of Causeway Bay. 

HONG KONG: In this picture taken on August 16, 2016, a customer (L) takes a photo as her friend offers food to a rabbit standing on its behind legs at the “Rabbitland” cafe in the district of
Causeway Bay. — AFP photos

The newest addition to Hong Kong’s cafe scene is taking a
soft approach to business-with 12 resident rabbits for
customers to pet. The “Rabbitland” bunnies munch on

grass while visitors coo over them between sips of tea and
bites of toasted sandwich.

Tucked away on the third floor of a high-rise in the busy
commercial district of Causeway Bay, the cafe says it gives
people who have no room to keep a pet in space-starved
Hong Kong the chance to bond with the fluffy animals.

Most of the rabbits have been abandoned by previous
owners. Hong Kong already has a number of “cat cafes”, but
this is the first one for rabbits, inspired by a similar shop in
Japan. “I like how soft they are and like their fur and how gen-
tle they are when you feed them,” says Natalie Chan, 11,
whose mother had brought her to find out more about keep-
ing rabbits as she wants one as a pet. 

There are a list of rules about how to behave around the
animals, including not picking them up or pulling their ears.

Co-founder Teddy Chui, 29, says anyone who does not obey
the rules is asked to leave. The “Rabbitland” bunnies are not
for sale, but Chui says a visit helps children understand what
looking after one would involve.   

“A lot of parents bring their kids here if they want to buy a
rabbit, so they know it’s not all about playing with them-it’s a
lot of work and responsibility,” says Chui. — AFP

Hong Kong ‘rabbit cafe’ hops onto high street
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It is Iran’s answer to the Academie Francaise,
keeping the Farsi language safe from the cor-
rupting influence of foreign words. Its latest,

unlikely target: Something called “Nutella Bars”.
The state-run Academy of Persian Language

and Literature has imposed a number of
changes in recent years, particularly aimed at
curbing the intrusion of English. Its success has
been varied.

Most people now use the Farsi word “bal-
gard” (meaning “spinning wings”) instead of
“helicopter”. But practically no one-except per-
haps newsreaders on state television-calls their
fax machine a “durnegar” (meaning “distant
message-receiver”), or uses “rayaneh” (“organis-
ing machine”) when they mean “computer”.

The Academy’s latest target has caused some
bafflement: a popular chain of waffle and crepe
cafes called Nutella Bars after the Italian hazel-
nut and cocoa spread in which they smother
their snacks. “The authorities said the signs must
change. They are very strict about it,” said a staff
member at one branch, asking not to be named. 

To the amusement of many on social media,
the Academy suggested the chain rename itself
“Hot Bread, Hot Chocolate” in Farsi.
“Unfortunately, places called Nutella Bar have
recently been spreading in Tehran,” wrote the
head of the Academy, Golamali Hadad Adel, in a
letter to police last month.

“In these shops, chocolate is served with spe-
cial bread and ice cream. The Academy propos-
es the use of ‘Hot Bread, Hot Chocolate’ for
these shops.” Several branches around Tehran
have already taken down the original logos,
although they do not appear keen on the
Academy’s name suggestion. One branch’s half-
hearted effort seemed somewhat tongue-in-
cheek, opting for the meaningless “Nubella Art”.

Centuries of pressure 
Technically, shops in Iran are banned from using
foreign names, though this is widely flouted and
newcomers are often surprised about the
amount of English used alongside Farsi in public

spaces-from street signs to billboards to shop
fronts. Given the many unlicenced Levi’s, Apple
and IKEA stores in Iranian cities-all operating
without permission from the official companies
in the isolated Islamic republic-it is not clear
why the Nutella Bar chain was targeted, though
some have suggested the word “bar” may be
part of the problem in a country where alcohol
is illegal.

But despite a random and occasionally clum-
sy approach from the Academy, experts say its
work is important. “Farsi has been under contin-
uous pressure for centuries, including by
Arabic,” said Mohammad Ali Zamani, a historian
at the Kharazmi University in Tehran. “At times,
its decisions are not carefully considered... but
the Academy is seeking to preserve the creativi-
ty of our language,” he added.

The Academy has its roots in the 1920s,
when king Reza Shah ordered the replacement
of many Arabic and French words that had
entered common usage, although “merci” is still
used today to express thanks.

The Arabic script came to Iran along with
Muslim conquerors in the seventh century, but
Iranians held firm to their distinctive Indo-
European language, Farsi. Many thank epic 10th
century poem “The Shahnameh” (“The Book of
Kings”) by master poet Ferdowsi-who refused to
use any Arabic words in the poem’s 60,000 vers-
es-for helping to preserve the language.

Arabic has become much more officially
accepted since the Islamic revolution of 1979,
with the country’s clerical leaders often proudly
sprinkling their speeches with the language of
the Quran. But battling Western lingo has con-
tinued. “Fighting Westernisation has deep his-
torical roots,” said Zamani. “It is vital to preserve
the Persian language for its historical richness
and the treasure of its literature.”— AFP

TEHRAN: An Iranian worker prepares a crepe at Nutella Bar, a popular chain selling waffles
and crepes on August 17, 2016. — AFP photos

TEHRAN: Iranian men sit outside a Nutella Bar snack chain selling waffles and crepes with the
logo covered up due to a recent demand by the state-run Academy of Persian Language and
Literature, who are trying to curb the use of English language in the Farsi language on August
17, 2016.

TEHRAN: An Iranian worker prepares a crepe at Nutella Bar, a popular chain selling waffles
and crepes on August 17, 2016.

TEHRAN: An Iranian worker prepares a crepe at Nutella Bar, a popular chain selling waffles
and crepes on August 17, 2016.

Iran’s language watchdog 
battles ‘Nutella Bars’
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“Ghostbusters” and “The Jungle
Book” may have been hard acts
to follow, but a new blockbuster

attempts to repurpose the biggest
Hollywood behemoth of them all-the chari-
ot-racing epic “Ben-Hur.”

Paramount-still reeling from the unmiti-
gated failure of “Zoolander 2” and “Teenage
Mutant Ninja Turtles: Out of the Shadows,”
not to mention an underwhelming return on
“Star Trek Beyond”-is banking on a hit. But
analysts fear the fourth attempt at this mile-
stone in movie history will hit the rocks on its
release on Friday, with a cast too obscure to
draw in box office numbers justifying its $100
million budget.

Early reviews of the film, starring British
actors Jack Huston and Toby Kebbell, have
been lukewarm, with Variety describing
Timur Bekmambetov’s remake as “sludgy
and plodding” and various media dubbing it
“Chariots of Misfire” or “Chariots of Mire.”

Jeff Bock, a box office analyst at industry
data tracker Exhibitor Relations, notes that
the latest iteration of the Biblical epic will
have to contend not only with reboot
fatigue, but with the success of William
Wyler’s much loved 1959 opus.

“When you’re up against that, you have to
over-perform on every level, and at the end
of the day, actually make a better film to win
over audiences,” he told AFP, predicting a
disappointing opening weekend take of $20
million at most. “The William Wyler version is
still one of the best the genre has to offer
and, unfortunately, the new version won’t be
able to compare, nor last the test of time.”

Masterpiece
MGM’s 1959 take on the story of brotherly
revenge, Christian forgiveness and chariot
racing is indeed considered a classic, but it
too had the weight of history on its shoul-
ders. The story began with Lew Wallace’s
best-selling 1880 novel “Ben-Hur: A Tale of
the Christ,” adapted into a stage play which
ran for 25 years. It was turned into a 15-
minute 1907 silent film before Fred Niblo’s $4

million silent 1925 production, also financed
by MGM and the most expensive movie ever
made at the time. Some of the biggest
names in Hollywood turned up at MGM’s lot
in Culver City, California, to appear as extras
in the crowd scenes, including Joan
Crawford, Mary Pickford and Douglas
Fairbanks. Wyler’s update 34 years later, star-
ring Charlton Heston as the betrayed Jewish
prince turned galley slave Judah Ben-Hur,
was made for $15 million, again a bigger
budget than anything that had come before.

It lived up to expectations however and
was hailed a masterpiece, picking up 11
Oscars and going on to make more than $75
million in North America alone.

Critics have voiced doubts over whether
the latest version can perform the same trick,
even with a second-half appearance of
Morgan Freeman as a Nubian sheik adding
some star quality to the cast.

Huston, the scion of a filmmaking dynasty
that includes actress Anjelica and her direc-
tor-father John, met Charlton Heston, and
said at a recent promotional day in Beverly
Hills he was “someone who loved the 1959

version.”  “Even people who haven’t seen
‘Ben-Hur’ can identify that it’s the movie that
has the amazing chariot race,” he said,
acknowledging the history weighing on the
film.

The religious crowd    
Paramount, which is co-funding “Ben-

Hur” with MGM, is hoping the Biblical narra-
tive will draw in the religious crowd, a demo-
graphic which in the past has been unwisely
ignored. While the 1959 version merely has
the life story of Jesus as an offscreen context
for the action, Bekmambetov has made the
Christian messiah a star of the movie, not
only showing his face, but bringing the cruci-
fixion front and center. 

“Part of the job we’ve been doing over
the last few months as the film was being
edited is going out into the churches across
this country, across denominations, to show
early screenings and get the support of the
Church,” said producer Roma Downey.

The 56-year-old multiple Emmy and
Golden Globe nominated actress is
entrenched in America’s Catholic community
with husband and co-producer Mark Burnett,
and the couple are known for religious pro-
gramming including 2013 miniseries “The
Bible.” “Over the next 30 years, millions and
millions of people will see ‘Ben-Hur’ and take
away that thought of ‘let’s forgive someone.’
That would be so great,” Burnett said.

“When we did ‘The Bible’... everyone said
‘you guys have lost your mind-who’s going
to watch the Bible on primetime TV?’ One
hundred million Americans watched it. “We
said before we ever knew that number (that)
over a billion people are going to watch this
and people said these guys are crazy,”
Burnett said.

“It was way more than a billion people. In
China alone over 400 million people watched
the Bible series.” — AFP

Studio praying wheels don’t
come off chariot epic ‘Ben-Hur’

HOLLYWOOD: Producers Mark Burnett (L) and Roma Downey
attend the Paramount premiere of “Ben Hur”.

HOLLYWOOD: This file photo taken on
August 16, 2016 shows actor Jack
Huston as he attends the Paramount
premiere of “Ben Hur”.

HOLLYWOOD: Producers Mark Burnett, Roma Downey and family attend the Paramount premiere of “Ben Hur”. — AFP photos
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Why Trump can’t 

shut the internet

NEW YORK: Donald Trump is repeating calls for the US
and its allies to cut off internet access to the Islamic
State group and other extremist organizations.
Problem is, there isn’t a way to do it. Trump first made
the demand during a debate in December. He said the
government should work with “brilliant people” in
Silicon Valley to keep violent extremists offline, even if
that means shutting down parts of the internet. But
that’s not possible from a technical standpoint. The US
can’t turn off the internet in other parts of the world.
And even if could, such a move would likely hurt more
than potential attackers, and it would hinder the gov-
ernment’s ability to keep tabs on them. Here’s a look at
Trump’s idea and why it won’t work:

What Trump said (this time)
In Monday’s speech, in which Trump also blamed

Hillary Clinton and President Barack Obama for the rise
of the Islamic State and instability in the Middle East,
Trump pledged to pursue military operations to “crush
and destroy ISIS.” He added that internet attacks and
financial warfare will be essential in dismantling Islamic
terrorism. “We cannot allow the internet to be used as
a recruiting tool, and for other purposes, by our ene-
my,” Trump said. “We must shut down their access to
this form of communication, and we must do so imme-
diately.” The actions wouldn’t be limited to the Islamic
State. Trump also singled out Al Qaeda, Hamas and
Hezbollah as necessary targets.

First obstacle: The internet itself
For one thing, the US doesn’t control the internet.

No one does. Because the internet is a global web of
networks that are all owned by different governments,
companies or individuals, no single entity has the abili-
ty to turn it off in parts of the world that it doesn’t con-
trol. The only recourse is to destroy the electric grid
and other infrastructure in that region - but that’s
extreme, and it still might not work with the availability
of power generators and such. Even within the US, fer-
reting out extremist groups and kicking them off the
internet isn’t realistic, given how rapidly the internet
grows and changes. And people have a long history of
finding their way around internet restrictions, whether
it’s democracy activists in China or Iran, or tweens look-
ing to circumvent their school’s firewall.

The problem with social media
Groups such as the Islamic State have mastered

social media for recruiting and spreading their mes-
sage. Both Twitter and Facebook say they don’t toler-
ate posts that promote violence and will remove such
posts when reported by users. Accounts linked to such
activity are shut down. Twitter said Thursday that it’s
suspended 235,000 accounts for the promotion of ter-
rorism over the past six months. But there’s nothing
stopping banned users from opening new accounts
under different names, turning such efforts into the
equivalent of “Whac-A-Mole.” So far, internet compa-
nies have resisted pre-emptively blocking posts, partly
because that would require judgment calls about what
constitutes terrorism - a definition that differs around
the world.

That pesky first amendment
Civil libertarians say any attempt to filter out the

online activities of extremist groups would inevitably
infringe on the free-speech rights of Americans,
because it’s impossible to block out that speech with-
out blocking legitimate speech, too. While First
Amendment protections don’t extend to people in
other countries, the law enforcement and intelligence
communities have mixed feelings about shutting
down terrorist chatter online. They say such chatter
can help them monitor terrorist activities and prevent
a future attack. — AP 

SAN FRANCISCO: The option to hail a ride in a self-driving car,
which was science fiction just a few years ago, will soon be avail-
able to Uber users in Pittsburgh, the first time the technology has
been offered to the general public. Within weeks, the company
announced Thursday, customers will be able to opt into a test
program and summon an autonomous Ford Fusion. But since the
technology has not been perfected, the cars will come with
human backup drivers to handle any unexpected situations.

Although other companies including Google are testing self-
driving cars on public roads, none offers rides to regular people.
As an enticement, the autonomous rides will be free, the compa-
ny said. Uber, which has a self-driving research lab in Pittsburgh,
has no immediate plans to deploy autonomous cars in other
cities. But in an interview with The Associated Press, CEO Travis
Kalanick said development of the vehicles is paramount for the
San Francisco company, which has grown exponentially after
starting seven years ago. “We’ve got to be laser-focused on get-
ting this to market, because it’s not a side project for us,” he said.
“This is everything. This is all the marbles for Uber.” Without driv-
ers, the cost of hailing a ride will be cheaper than owning a car,
changing the way we all get around, Kalanick has said.

Signal of intent 
By using human backup drivers, Uber is basically testing the

technology and taking people along for the ride, said Bryant
Walker Smith, a University of South Carolina professor who stud-
ies self-driving technology. “Part of this is marketing in the sense
that they’re going to be doing continued research and develop-
ment of these systems,” he said. Uber also announced that it was
acquiring a startup called Otto that has focused on developing
self-driving big rigs and is stocked with big talent in the still-small
world of self-driving technology, including Anthony Levandowski,
one of the field’s pioneers. Kalanick said the acquisition signals
Uber’s intent to get into the movement of goods and freight.

In another deal, the company announced a $300 million
alliance with Volvo to supply vehicles and technology. The
announcements may push it ahead of its prime competitor, Lyft,
which earlier this year took a $500 million investment from
General Motors. Those arrangements are part of a flurry of deals
between Silicon Valley tech companies, traditional automakers
and ride-hailing companies as they vie for autonomous car lead-
ership. Google has been testing self-driving cars on public roads
since 2009 but has never offered large-scale rides to the public.
Uber’s move to haul passengers with autonomous vehicles is not
surprising, given the company’s history of pushing into gray areas
with little or no regulation, Walker Smith said.

Local laws in Pittsburgh may require a driver behind the

wheel, but Pennsylvania has no laws governing autonomous cars
and their role in ride-hailing, he said. He predicted that drivers will
often have to intervene in Pittsburgh, with its winding, hilly roads
and vast number of bridges. Each winter the city gets about 30
inches of snow, which can cover lane lines and trick autonomous
car sensors that use them to help guide the ride.

Backup drivers 
Use of the backup drivers is also an acknowledgement that

current autonomous driving systems cannot handle the wide
range of unpredictable circumstances on public roads. Timothy
Carone, a Notre Dame professor who has written about the future
of automation, noted that Uber is mitigating the risk with its own
drivers - unlike Tesla Motors, which put semi-autonomous tech-
nology in the hands of individual customers. “This is a way to get
autonomous cars out there and accepted and increase the adop-
tion rate,” Carone said. “It will take a decade of testing before an
18-year-old can get in the car and tell it where to go.”

Uber-branded test cars have been on Pittsburgh roads for sev-
eral months. Standing at a bus stop, Anthony Fielder of the sub-
urb of Carnegie was open to the idea. “I’d be willing to try it as
long as there’s a real human there to hit the brakes, you know, if
the thing goes belly-up,” he said. “We can only rely on technology
so much or it’s going to bite us.” Kalanick would not speculate on
when Uber might be ready to dispense with the human driver,
saying that full automation can only be used now in limited
places with little traffic. That’s different from the relative chaos of
even a small downtown, much less a big city where drivers do not
always follow the rules.

Carone expects Uber competitors will now accelerate self-dri-
ving tests or merger plans. He thinks they will adopt the same
risk-management approach as Uber. Ford Motor Co., for example,
said earlier this week that it will have a fully autonomous car with
no steering wheel or pedals on the road by 2021, but it will only
be used by car-sharing services and will not be sold to individuals.
Though the Google car project just lost its director, Chris Urmson,
it has a big head start on Uber and others. Its leaders have sug-
gested they could launch public pilot tests of cars with no steer-
ing wheels or pedals in the next year or two.

Volvo will provide Uber with SUVs for autonomous vehicle
research. Eventually the SUVs will be part of the self-driving fleet
in Pittsburgh. Both companies will design autonomous vehicles
on their own. The real breakthrough for autonomous cars, Walker
Smith said, will be when a company puts one on public roads
without a backup human. For now, like a motorcycle canyon
jumper with a safety net, Uber isn’t ready to take the big leap. “It’s
probably for the best,” he said. — AP 

Self-driving cars go public; 

Uber now offering rides 
Science-fiction stories slowly becoming reality 

PITTSBURGH: Uber employees test a self-driving Ford Fusion hybrid car. — AP 
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T-Mobile phasing out 

Mobile data limits

NEW YORK: T-Mobile is phasing out data limits and pushing
people toward unlimited data plans - which will mean high-
er prices for many new customers. Although T-Mobile is cut-
ting the price of the unlimited plan, those who haven’t been
using that much data might eventually pay more for unlim-
ited data they don’t need. T-Mobile’s announcement
Thursday comes a day after AT&T said it would raise prices
on some plans while giving customers more data. Verizon
made a similar move last month.

The wireless industry has become increasingly competi-
tive over the past few years given that most people already
have smartphones. Carriers have had to reduce prices to
lure customers from rivals and have tried to make up the
revenue by selling larger data plans. T-Mobile has also tried
to make its plans more appealing by letting many cus-
tomers stream video from dozens of services including
Netflix, ESPN and HBO without eating up data. Making all its
plans unlimited is an extension of that, given that video is
one of the biggest drains on data.

Starting Sept 6, T-Mobile will cut the price of its unlimit-
ed plan and start phasing out plans that have data limits.
There’s no date for when the older plans won’t be available -
a new customer could still get them after Sept 6 - but the
new unlimited plan will eventually be T-Mobile’s “main
offer,” spokeswoman Bethany Frey said. Existing customers
can keep their plans for now.

Unlimited isn’t unlimited 
Unlimited isn’t really unlimited, though. Customers who

use more than 26 gigabytes in a given month may have
their speeds slowed if there is network congestion. Those
who already have an unlimited T-Mobile plan now could
save with the new prices. For one person, the price is drop-
ping to $70 from $95 a month for customers who don’t
mind DVD-level video quality. Those who want high-defini-
tion video pay an extra $25 a month, or the same as what
they pay now.

Families who have plans with six or 10 gigabytes a
month per person - T-Mobile’s most popular plans now -
could see their overall bills go up or down. With four people
getting six gigabytes each, the price could rise $40, to $160;
five people getting 10 gigabytes each would pay $10 less at
$180. Individuals could pay $5 more or $10 less with the
new option, depending on their current plan. T-Mobile also
currently has a 2 GB plan that costs $50 a month. The com-
pany suggested that customers who want to pay less than
$70 for unlimited could switch to a prepaid service, in which
monthly bills are paid ahead of time. Following T-Mobile’s
announcement, Sprint also said that it would cut the price
of its unlimited plan - to $60 a month for individuals, from
$75. The second line is now $40 extra instead of $45.

Unlimited plans used to be the norm. But as smart-
phones took off with the iPhone’s debut and later the popu-
larity of Android, carriers eliminated them to address net-
work congestion and increase revenue opportunities with
higher data buckets. There’s been a reversal. Sprint and T-
Mobile have been pushing unlimited plans recently as ways
to distinguish themselves from their larger rivals. AT&T rein-
troduced an unlimited plan in January for customers who
also took DirecTV or its home-TV service U-verse. Verizon no
longer offers them to new customers and has been trying to
push older customers off such plans with rate hikes and oth-
er measures. — AP 

NEW YORK: Founded in 2003 as a gossipy blog about Manhattan’s
media elite, Gawker pioneered the irreverent, snarky tone that has
become ubiquitous online. From revealing Tom Cruise’s Scientology
recruitment video to publishing the Hulk Hogan sex tape that ulti-
mately lead to the site’s demise , Gawker posts sought to be an anti-
dote to celebrity puff pieces and often created a sensation even as
they pushed the boundaries of gossip and journalism and sometimes,
good taste. Here are some of the biggest - and most notorious - sto-
ries during Gawker’s nearly 14-year tenure.

Gawker Stalker maps
In 2006, Gawker combined its “Gawker Stalker” celebrity sightings

section with a Google map of New York that was updated in real time.
Critics of the feature, notably Jimmy Kimmel, said the feature endan-
gered the safety of celebrities by publishing their whereabouts. The
map was eventually taken down.

Emily Gould overshares
In 2007, Gawker editor Emily Gould announced her resignation

through a post about the site’s problems. She landed a New York
Times Magazine cover story about the perils of oversharing online - in
which she overshared even more about her romantic relationships -
which she eventually expanded into a book of essays called “And the
Heart Says Whatever.”

Tom Cruise’s Scientology recruitment video
In 2008 Gawker published a Scientology recruitment video featur-

ing a black-turtlenecked Tom Cruise. It showed just how fanatic the
actor was about his religion. It was a side of Cruise no one had quite
seen before.

Christine O’Donnell tryst account
In 2010, again pushing the boundaries of gossip about public fig-

ures, the site published an anonymous account of a tryst with
Christine O’Donnell, a conservative Tea Party activist who ran for a U.S.
Senate seat in Delaware. After an outcry that the post was misogynist
and unnecessarily violated O’Donnell’s privacy, Gawker went on the
defensive and published a follow-up post to explain why it published
the account. Gawker also published O’Donnell’s response .

Hulk Hogan sex tape
In 2012, in a move that would ultimately cause the site’s demise,

Gawker published a tape of Hulk Hogan having sex with his friend’s
wife. Hogan sued the site for invasion of privacy and, bankrolled by
tech billionaire Peter Thiel, won a $140 million judgment that led to
Gawker’s bankruptcy filing. Thiel was outed earlier by Gawker’s now-
shuttered Silicon Valley gossip site Valleywag and had complained
about Gawker and Valleywag’s journalism tactics.

Rob Ford smoking crack
In 2013, a Gawker post claimed that its writers had seen a video

showing Toronto mayor Rob Ford smoking crack. It was the begin-
ning of a saga during which Ford’s battles with drugs and alcohol
were revealed. Gawker raised $200,000 to buy the video, although
talks to buy it collapsed and the money was donated to charity. The
video was eventually released and Gawker published it last week.
Ford died of cancer five months ago.

Staff exodus after post is removed
In 2015, Gawker published a post about a married Conde Nast

executive attempting to pay for a gay porn star in Chicago. The post
was widely criticized for invading the executive’s privacy, and Gawker
took it down, with founder Nick Denton publishing a statement about
it. Some Gawker staffers criticized the decision to remove the post and
said it was a business-side decision with no input from editorial
staffers. Staffers published their own statement, and several quit. — AP 

NEW YORK: Twitter said Thursday it has suspended 360,000
accounts since mid-2015 for violating its policies banning the pro-
motion of terrorism and violent extremism. The San Francisco-based
company said in a blog post that it has also made progress in pre-
venting users who were suspended from immediately returning to
the platform using different accounts, which has been a problem in
the past. It said its rate of daily suspensions is up 80 percent since
last year, though it did not provide specific numbers. The suspen-
sions spike immediately following terrorist attacks, it said. Twitter
noted that there is no magic formula for identifying extremist
accounts. Like other social media companies, it uses a variety of
tools, including spam-fighting technology, automatic identification

as well as reports from users, to help combat abuse.
The report on its efforts come after Twitter has been criticized for

not doing enough to keep extremist groups like Islamic State from
using the short-messaging service to crowdsource supporters and
potential attackers. Last week, a federal judge dismissed a lawsuit
against Twitter that accused the company of supporting Islamic
State by allowing it to sign up for and use Twitter accounts. The
judge agreed with Twitter that the company cannot be held liable
because federal law protects service providers that merely offer
platforms for speech, without creating the speech itself. At the same
time, Twitter stressed that it was working to combat violent extrem-
ism on its service.

ST PETERSBURG: In this Monday, March 21, 2016, file photo, Hulk Hogan, whose given name is Terry Bollea, center, looks on in
court moments after a jury returned its decision. — AP 

Stalking, Scientology, sex: 

Gawker’s biggest moments

Notorious stories of the controversial website 

Twitter: We suspended 360K 

‘violent extremism’ accounts

NEW YORK: In this Friday, Oct 18, 2013, file photo, shows a
Twitter app on an iPhone screen. — AP
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KISS THE GIRLS ON OSN MOVIES ACTION HD

03:35 Ideal
04:05 I Want My Wife Back
04:40 Father Brown
05:30 Doctors
09:30 Eastenders
11:30 Doctor Who
12:35 Doctor Who: The Husbands Of
River Song
13:35 Casualty
14:30 Doctors
15:30 Father Brown
18:00 Doctors
18:30 Eastenders
19:05 New Tricks
21:00 An Inspector Calls
22:35 Thirteen
23:30 Doctors
00:10 Eastenders
00:40 New Tricks
01:35 An Inspector Calls

3:00 Key And Peele
03:25 Tosh.0
03:50 Tosh.0
04:15 Ridiculousness
05:05 Gym Rescue
05:55 Impractical Jokers
06:20 Key And Peele
06:50 Tosh.0
07:40 Ridiculousness
08:30 Gym Rescue
09:20 Key And Peele
09:45 Tosh.0
11:00 Impractical Jokers

11:25 Hungry Investors
13:05 Tosh.0
14:20 Impractical Jokers
14:45 Lip Sync Battle
15:10 Key And Peele
15:35 Workaholics
16:55 Key And Peele
19:03 Tattoo Disasters
19:50 Lip Sync Battle
20:37 I Live With Models
21:00 The Daily Show - Global Edition
21:30 South Park
21:54 Broad City
22:18 Tosh.0
23:05 Inside Amy Schumer
23:30 The Daily Show - Global Edition
00:00 Anthony Jeselnik: Caligula
00:50 South Park
01:15 Broad City
01:40 The Daily Show - Global Edition
02:05 Tosh.0
02:30 Broad City

003:40 How Do They Do It?
06:00 Fast N’ Loud
10:10 Gold Divers
11:00 Yukon Men
11:50 Trailblazers
12:40 Storage Hunters UK
14:45 Dallas Car Sharks
16:50 Alaskan Bush People
17:40 Railroad Alaska
18:30 Mythbusters
19:20 World’s Top 5
20:10 Incredible Engineering
Blunders: Fixed
21:00 Alaskan Bush People
21:50 Railroad Alaska
22:40 Siberian Cut

23:30 Worst-Case Scenario
00:45 Venom Hunters

03:00 Mega Builders
03:48 Smash Lab
04:36 Race To Escape
05:24 How The Universe Works
06:12 How Do They Do It?
06:36 Food Factory
07:00 How Do They Do It?
07:26 Food Factory
09:26 Smash Lab
13:26 How Do They Do It?
15:26 Extreme Engineering
16:14 Mega World
17:02 Mega Builders
17:50 Industrial Junkie
18:15 Industrial Junkie
18:40 Mega Engineering
19:30 How The Universe Works
23:40 Extreme Engineering
00:30 Mega World
01:20 Mega Builders
02:10 Industrial Junkie

003:15 The Hive
03:20 Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
03:45 Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch

04:10 Hank Zipzer
04:35 Binny And The Ghost
05:00 Violetta
05:45 The Hive
05:50 Mouk
06:00 Hank Zipzer
06:25 Jessie
06:50 Disney Mickey Mouse
06:55 Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug
And Cat Noir
07:20 Dog With A Blog
07:45 Bunk’d
08:10 Austin & Ally
08:35 Backstage
09:00 Alex & Co.
09:25 Girl Meets World
09:50 Bunk’d
10:15 Mako Mermaids
10:40 Toy Story
12:10 The 7D
12:20 Bunk’d
14:25 Jessie
15:15 Girl Meets World
16:05 Descendants Wicked World
16:10 Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug
And Cat Noir
17:00 Gravity Falls
17:25 Cheetah Girls
18:55 The 7D
19:05 Austin & Ally
19:30 Jessie
19:55 Liv And Maddie
20:20 Mako Mermaids
20:45 Good Luck Charlie
21:10 H2O: Just Add Water
22:00 Binny And The Ghost
22:25 Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
23:10 Hank Zipzer
23:35 Binny And The Ghost
00:00 Violetta
00:45 The Hive
00:50 Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
01:40 Hank Zipzer
02:05 Binny And The Ghost
02:30 Violetta

3:10 Henry Hugglemonster
03:20 Calimero
03:35 Zou
03:45 Loopdidoo
04:00 Art Attack
04:25 Henry Hugglemonster
04:35 Calimero
04:50 Zou
05:00 Loopdidoo
05:15 Art Attack
05:35 Henry Hugglemonster
05:50 Calimero
06:00 Zou
06:20 Loopdidoo
06:35 Art Attack
07:00 The Hive
07:10 Zou
07:25 Loopdidoo
07:40 Jungle Cubs
08:05 Sofia The First
08:30 Miles From Tomorrow
08:40 PJ Masks
09:10 Doc McStuffins
09:55 Minnie’s Bow-Toons
10:00 Sofia The First
11:00 The Lion Guard
11:30 Jake And The Never Land Pirates
12:30 Gummi Bears
13:00 Sofia The First
14:55 Goldie & Bear
15:05 Jake And The Never Land Pirates
16:00 Doc McStuffins
16:55 Sofia The First
17:50 The Lion Guard
18:15 Jake And The Never Land Pirates
19:00 PJ Masks
19:30 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
20:00 Doc McStuffins
20:30 Sofia The First
21:00 PJ Masks
21:30 Aladdin
22:00 Jungle Cubs
22:25 Gummi Bears
22:50 Zou
23:05 Henry Hugglemonster

23:20 Calimero
23:35 Zou
23:50 Loopdidoo
00:05 Art Attack
00:30 Henry Hugglemonster
00:45 Calimero
01:00 Zou
01:15 Loopdidoo
01:30 Art Attack
02:00 Calimero
02:15 Zou
02:30 Loopdidoo
02:45 Art Attack

06:00 Boyster
06:10 Super Matrak
06:35 Super Matrak
07:00 Pokemon Bw: Adventures In
Unova
07:25 K.C. Undercover
07:50 Guardians Of The Galaxy
08:15 Supa Strikas
08:40 Kirby Buckets
09:10 Mighty Med
09:35 Lab Rats
10:00 Lab Rats
10:25 K.C. Undercover
10:50 K.C. Undercover
11:20 Supa Strikas
11:45 Supa Strikas
12:10 Gamer’s Guide To Pretty...
12:35 Gamer’s Guide To Pretty...
13:00 Cars
15:00 Phineas And Ferb
15:10 Disney Mickey Mouse
15:15 Kirby Buckets
17:25 K.C. Undercover
17:50 Annedroids
18:15 Gamer’s Guide To Pretty...
18:40 K.C. Undercover
19:05 Disney Mickey Mouse
19:10 Gravity Falls
19:35 Pickle And Peanut
20:00 Lab Rats
20:25 Supa Strikas
20:55 K.C. Undercover
21:20 Gamer’s Guide To Pretty...
21:45 Guardians Of The Galaxy
22:10 Marvel Avengers Assemble
22:40 Disney Mickey Mouse

03:00 Man Fire Food
04:00 Chopped
05:00 Guy’s Grocery Games
06:00 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
07:00 Chopped
08:00 Amazing Wedding Cakes
09:00 The Kitchen
10:00 Siba’s Table
10:30 Siba’s Table
11:00 The Pioneer Woman
12:00 Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives
14:00 Chopped
15:00 Man Fire Food
16:00 Guy’s Big Bite
17:00 Siba’s Table
18:00 Ace Of Cakes
19:00 Chopped
20:00 Kitchen Inferno
21:00 Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives
22:00 Ace Of Cakes
23:00 Chopped
00:00 Kitchen Inferno
01:00 Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives
02:00 Ace Of Cakes

03:15 EJ NYC
06:00 Fashion Bloggers
06:25 Keeping Up With The Kardashians
08:20 E! News
09:15 Keeping Up With The Kardashians
13:05 E! News
14:05 Just Jillian
15:00 Botched

17:00 Keeping Up With The Kardashians
19:00 E! News
20:00 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
21:00 Hollywood Medium With Tyler
Henry
22:00 Just Jillian
23:00 E! News
00:00 Keeping Up With The Kardashians
01:50 New Money
02:20 E! News

03:40 Swamp People
04:30 American Restoration
05:00 Mankind The Story Of All Of Us
06:00 Ice Road Truckers
06:50 Ice Road Truckers
07:40 Pawn Stars South Africa
08:05 Pawn Stars South Africa
08:30 Car Hunters
08:55 Ax Men
09:45 American Restoration
10:35 Leepu And Pitbull
11:25 Fifth Gear
12:15 The Curse Of Oak Island
13:05 American Pickers
13:55 Pawn Stars South Africa
14:20 Pawn Stars South Africa
14:45 Time Team
15:35 American Restoration
16:00 Fifth Gear
16:50 American Restoration
17:40 Shipping Wars
18:05 Shipping Wars
18:30 Pawn Stars
18:55 Storage Wars
19:20 American Restoration
20:10 The Curse Of Oak Island
21:00 Outlaw Chronicles: Hells Angels
21:50 Britain’s Bloody Crown: War Of
The Roses
22:40 Time Team
23:30 The Curse Of Oak Island
00:20 Mankind The Story Of All Of Us
01:10 Outlaw Chronicles: Hells Angels
02:00 Fifth Gear
02:50 American Restoration

4:00 Life In Pieces
04:30 The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy
Fallon
06:00 George Lopez
06:30 The Bill Engvall Show
07:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
08:00 Life In Pieces
10:30 The Bill Engvall Show
11:00 The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy
Fallon
12:00 George Lopez
12:30 Life In Pieces
13:30 The Bill Engvall Show
15:30 Fresh Off The Boat
16:00 Grandfathered
16:30 George Lopez
17:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
18:00 The Simpsons
18:30 Uncle Buck
19:00 Baby Daddy
20:00 The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy
Fallon
21:00 Fresh Off The Boat
21:30 Grandfathered
22:00 Saturday Night Live
23:00 Family Guy
23:30 Late Night With Seth Meyers
00:30 Fresh Off The Boat
01:00 Grandfathered
02:30 Family Guy

03:00 Vinyl
04:00 Tell Me You Love Me
05:00 All The Way
07:00 Shot In The Heart
09:00 Cinema Verite
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THE EXPENDABLES 3 ON OSN MOVIES ACTION HD

11:00 An American Girl: Chrissa Stands
Strong
13:00 Introducing Dorothy Dandridge
15:00 Warm Springs
17:15 An American Girl: Chrissa Stands
Strong
19:00 Legends
20:00 Six Feet Under
21:00 The Bastard Executioner
22:00 Angry Boys
22:30 The Brink
23:00 One Night Stand
23:30 Def Poetry Jam
00:00 Legends
01:00 Six Feet Under
02:00 The Bastard Executioner
22:00 Graceland
23:00 Mad Dogs
00:00 Castle
01:00 Chicago Med
02:00 Graceland

03:00 Outlander
04:00 Good Morning America
06:00 Shark Tank
07:00 Castle
08:00 Quantico
10:00 Chicago Med
11:00 Castle
12:00 Quantico
13:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
14:00 Shark Tank
15:00 Live Good Morning America
16:00 Shark Tank
17:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
18:00 Quantico
19:00 The Night Shift
20:00 Shark Tank
21:00 Chicago Med
22:00 Graceland
23:00 Mad Dogs
00:00 Castle
01:00 Chicago Med
02:00 Graceland

04:00 Reclaim
05:45 Hours
07:30 The Fugitive
09:45 The Expendables 3
12:00 Apocalypse Pompeii
13:45 Hours
15:30 The Fugitive
17:45 Heatstroke
19:30 Armageddon
22:00 S.W.A.T.
00:00 Kiss The Girls
02:00 Heatstroke

04:00 Father Hood
06:00 Mr. Destiny
08:00 Win A Date With Tad Hamilton!
10:00 Father Hood
12:00 The Bounty Hunter
14:00 The Proposal
16:00 Win A Date With Tad Hamilton!
18:00 Easy A
20:00 Let’s Be Cops
22:00 The Starving Games
00:00 Kick-Ass 2
02:00 Easy A

03:00 You’re Not You
05:00 Cas & Dylan
07:00 The Silent Mountain
09:00 Don’t Wake Mommy
11:00 Young Ones
13:00 A Stranger In Paradise
15:00 Anna
17:00 Don’t Wake Mommy
19:00 Serena
21:00 71

23:00 Cold In July
01:00 Anna

03:45 Pirates Of The Caribbean: At
World’s End
06:30 The Lone Ranger
09:00 Into The Woods
11:00 Dr. Seuss’ The Lorax
13:00 Ratatouille
15:00 Diary Of A Wimpy Kid
17:00 Gulliver’s Travels
19:00 Bedtime Stories
21:00 The Rookie
23:00 Diary Of A Wimpy Kid
01:00 Gulliver’s Travels

03:45 The Fisher King
06:00 The Horse Whisperer
09:00 God Help The Girl
11:00 The Guardian
13:30 The Truth About Emanuel
15:15 The Apostle
17:30 God Help The Girl
19:30 Low Down
21:30 Calendar Girls
23:30 The Hidden Face
01:15 The Apostle

03:00 Home
05:00 The Grand Seduction
07:00 The Good Lie
09:00 Love, Rosie
10:45 Tomorrowland
13:00 Hotel Transylvania 2

15:00 Madoff Part 1
16:30 Madoff Part 2
18:00 A Birder’s Guide To Everything
19:45 Blackhat
22:00 Knock Knock
23:45 Ex Machina
01:45 Cut Bank

04:30 Ploddy Police Car On The Case
06:00 Pixies
08:00 The Adventures Of Don Quixote
10:00 Snow Queen
11:30 Pim And Pom: The Big Adventure
13:00 Jack And The Cuckoo Clock Heart
14:30 Dixie And The Zombie Rebellion
16:00 Justice League: Attack Of The
Legion Of Doom
18:00 Snow Queen
20:00 Echo Planet
22:00 Dixie And The Zombie Rebellion
23:30 Justice League: Attack Of The
Legion Of Doom
01:00 The Adventures Of Don Quixote
02:45 Echo Planet

04:30 Tracers
06:15 Some Girls
08:00 Jackie & Ryan
10:00 The Scorpion King 4: Quest For
Power
12:00 Upside Down
14:00 Diana
16:00 Jackie & Ryan
17:45 Pompeii
19:45 Unbroken
22:15 Montana
00:15 The Woman In Black 2: Angel Of
Death
02:00 Pompeii

03:40 Ancient Impossible
04:30 Decoding The Past
05:20 Ancient Aliens
06:10 The Universe
07:00 Dogfights
08:00 Ancient Discoveries
09:00 The Universe
10:00 Ancient Impossible
11:00 Decoding The Past
12:00 Ancient Aliens
13:00 Dogfights
14:00 Ancient Discoveries
15:00 The Universe
16:00 Ancient Impossible
17:00 Decoding The Past
18:00 Ancient Aliens
19:00 Brad Meltzer’s Lost History
23:00 Secret Access: The Vatican
01:00 Brad Meltzer’s Lost History

03:05 Emmerdale
03:55 Coronation Street
06:00 Tracey Ullman’s Show
06:30 Don’t Tell The Bride
08:30 Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night
Takeaway
09:45 Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night
Takeaway
11:00 The Chase: Celebrity Specials
11:50 Grantchester
12:40 Vera
14:20 Autopsy: The Last Hours Of...
15:10 It’s Not Rocket Science
16:00 Together
16:30 Tracey Ullman’s Show
17:00 Don’t Tell The Bride
19:00 Autopsy: The Last Hours Of...

19:55 Together
20:25 Tracey Ullman’s Show
20:50 It’s Not Rocket Science
21:45 Grantchester
22:40 Coronation Street
01:00 Don’t Tell The Bride
02:00 Coronation Street

03:45 Wild Hawaii
04:40 Man V. Monster
05:35 Hunter Hunted
06:30 Monster Fish
07:25 Monster Fish
08:20 Dr. K’s Exotic Animal
09:15 Zoo Confidential
10:10 Make You Laugh Out Loud
11:05 Fish Tank Kings
12:00 Wild Case Files
12:55 Dead Or Alive
13:50 Natural Born Monsters
14:45 Wild Scotland: Highlands
15:40 Man V. Monster
16:35 Man V. Lion
17:30 Expedition Wild
18:25 Animals Gone Wild
19:20 Wild Scotland: Highlands
20:10 Man V. Monster
21:00 Man V. Lion
21:50 Expedition Wild
22:40 Animals Gone Wild
23:30 Wild Case Files
00:20 Dead Or Alive
01:10 Natural Born Monsters
02:00 Wild Japan: Snow Monkeys
02:50 Animal Armory

03:50 Fly Me To The Stars: Japan’s Space
Challenge
04:45 Shark Men

05:40 Wicked Tuna
06:35 The Great Human Race
07:30 Wild Hawaii
08:25 Dog Whisperer
10:15 Laverstoke Mill
11:10 Street Heat: High Speed Justice
12:05 World’s Toughest Fixes
13:00 Hacking The System
14:00 Machine Impossible
15:00 Science Of Stupid
16:00 Engineering Connections
17:00 Mega Factories
18:00 Locked Up Abroad
19:00 Breakout
20:00 Engineering Connections
20:50 Mega Factories
21:40 Locked Up Abroad
22:30 Breakout
23:20 Engineering Connections
00:10 Mega Factories
01:00 Science Of Stupid
02:00 Machine Impossible
02:55 Wicked Tuna

303:00 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
03:24 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
03:48 Henry Danger
04:12 Nicky, Ricky, Dicky & Dawn
04:36 The Haunted Hathaways
05:00 Max & Shred
05:24 Henry Danger
05:48 Nicky, Ricky, Dicky & Dawn
06:12 SpongeBob SquarePants
06:36 SpongeBob SquarePants
07:00 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
07:24 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles
07:48 Winx Club
08:12 Harvey Beaks
08:36 Breadwinners
09:00 Get Blake
09:24 Rabbids Invasion
09:48 Henry Danger
10:12 Nicky, Ricky, Dicky & Dawn
10:36 The Haunted Hathaways
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Kuwait University’s Supreme Debates Committee met recently to discuss
preparations to host debates in both Arabic and English during the
2016/2017 educational year.

Kuwait University’s Dean of Students Affairs Dr Ali Al-Nami met recently with
representatives from the Social Development Office affiliated to His Highness
the Prime Minister’s Diwan, led by Fatima Al-Ayyaf, Specialized Centers
Supervisor at the Social and Psychological Guidance Affairs Department. The
two sides discussed ways of improving cooperation in terms of helping students
reach their academic goals.

Kuwait University’s College of Computer Sciences and Engineering organized training vocational programs at Courtyard Marriott Hotel, under sponsorship of the
Kuwait Foundation for the Advancement of Sciences.
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The Kuwait Institute for Scientific Research (KISR) concluded the 39th Summer Training Course, which was held under the patronage of Minister of Information and
Minister of Youth Affairs Sheikh Salman Sabah Al-Salem Al-Humoud Al-Sabah featuring 126 students.

The Retirees Care Division at the Interior Ministry’s Service Centers General Department hosted retired officers in their weekly meeting this past Tuesday, in atten-
dance of Major General Adeeb Al-Suwaidan, Director of the Service Centers General Department, and Colonel Saif Al-Mutairi, Director of the Retirees Care Division.
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Indonesia urges action against 

slash-and-burn plantation fires 

Haze season arrives
JAKARTA: Indonesia’s disaster agency
urged prompt action against slash-and-
burn plantation fires yesterday as the
annual smoke “haze” begins to drift
across the Malacca Strait to neighboring
Malaysia and Singapore. Fires in
Indonesia, set in the dry season by com-
panies clearing land for plantations,
cause an annual crisis that at times blan-
kets large parts of the region in choking
smog, closing airports and schools and
prompting warnings to residents to stay
indoors.

Home to the world’s third-largest
area of tropical forests, Indonesia has
been criticized by green activists and by
neighboring Southeast Asian nations for
failing to stop the annual fires. “Smoke
from forest and land fires in Riau has
started to enter the Malacca Strait. Let’s
prevent and put out the fires,” agency

spokesman Sutopo Nugroho said on his
Twitter account @Sutopo_BNPB on
Friday, referring to a district on the main
island of Sumatra. He said that over the
past week, the numbers of fire
“hotspots” in West Kalimantan, on the
nearby island of Borneo, had “increased
significantly.”

Dry weather that complicates fire-
fighting efforts would reach its peak in
September, Nugroho told Reuters, not-
ing that the “critical period” for fires was
from August to October. The govern-
ment’s early announcement of a state of
emergency for fires in five provinces this
year had helped to prevent them from
spreading as extensively as in 2015, he
said, when El Nino made the problem
worse. “Countermeasures, including the
response from the National Disaster
Mitigation Agency, have been faster and

better. Last year the emergency status
was declared only after the fires were
widespread,” he said.

Heavy smoke from slash-and-burn
clearing often comes from the islands of
Sumatra and Kalimantan, where large
forest concessions are used by pulp and
paper and palm oil companies, some
of which are l isted in Singapore.
Singapore has pushed Indonesia for
information on companies suspected
of causing cross-border pollution. “As
we go through the legal process, all
the information will be publicly avail-
able,” Foreign Ministry spokesman
Arrmanatha Nasir said on Thursday.
Indonesia imposed record fines against
a local plantation company last week
in the hope of deterring companies
and individuals from using fire to clear
land. — Reuters 

MIAMI: Much like parents who talk to a pregnant
woman’s belly, some birds sing to their eggs before they
hatch, and the reason may be to prepare them for a warm-
ing world, researchers said Thursday. The study in the
journal Science examined a peculiar habit of zebra finches,
which sing to their eggs particularly when the weather is
hot-above 78 Fahrenheit (26 Celsius) - and the end of their
incubation period is near. 

Eggs are unaffected by outside temperatures and are
kept at steady temperature of 98.6 F when the parents are
sitting on them. What could they be saying? Could it have
to do with the temperature outside? “I would say it trans-
lates to: ‘it’s hot babies, get prepared!’,” said lead author
Mylene Mariette, in an email to AFP. 

“That’s  what they are effectively tel l ing their
embryos.” To see what impact this chirping chatter
might have on eggs, Mariette and Katherine Buchanan of
Australia’s Deakin University recorded the calls and
played them for eggs in an incubator. Some eggs were
played regular contact calls from adult zebra finches,
while others were exposed to particular calls made by
expectant parents, chirping to their eggs before they
hatch in warm weather. Those who heard these so-called
hot calls grew slower and emerged smaller when they
hatched than the other birds. — AFP

‘Baby, it’s hot outside’: 

Why birds sing to eggs

WASHINGTON: Wanted volunteers willing to
be infected with the Zika virus for science. It
may sound bizarre, but researchers are plan-
ning just such a study - this winter, when
mosquitoes aren’t biting - to help speed
development of much-needed Zika vaccines.
The quest for a vaccine began less than a year
ago as Brazil’s massive outbreak revealed that
Zika, once dismissed as a nuisance virus, can
harm a fetus’ brain if a woman is infected dur-
ing pregnancy.

Now, researchers in the United States
have begun safety testing of two vaccine
candidates, and more experimental shots are
poised to enter that preliminary testing
soon. Any that seem promising will have to
be tested in thousands of people in parts of
Latin America and the Caribbean that are
hard-hit by the mosquito-borne virus - the
only way to prove if an experimental vaccine
really protects.

Even if all goes well, a vaccine wouldn’t be
available for general use any time soon. But a
different kind of research also can offer clues
for vaccine development. It’s called a human
challenge study, when healthy - and nonpreg-
nant - people agree to be injected deliberate-
ly with a virus, mimicking natural infection
while scientists track how their bodies react.

The first question is even more basic: How
much of the virus does it take to infect some-
one? If  government regulators agree,
researchers could find out by injecting paid
volunteers with different amounts of lab-
grown Zika virus as early as December in a
Baltimore hospital. That information will help
the researchers later, when they’re ready to
test an experimental Zika vaccine.

“We’re looking at these human challenge
protocols not only as an important step in
vaccine development but as a means to learn
more about Zika,” said Dr Anna Durbin of
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public
Health, who is leading the work. “We can look
at things that you just can’t do in someone
who’s naturally infected.”

Some questions and answers about the
development of Zika vaccines:

Q: Which potential vaccines are first in
line?

A: Two so-called DNA vaccines have begun
preliminary safety testing, one made by the
National Institutes of Health and the other by
Pennsylvania-based Inovio Pharmaceuticals.
They mark a new kind of technology.

Traditionally, vaccines are made using a dead
or weakened virus to train the body’s immune
system to recognize that infection and fight it
off. DNA vaccines may be easier to make.
Scientists used a circular piece of DNA, called
a “plasmid,” to carry genes that prompt the
body itself to produce certain Zika virus pro-
teins, alerting the immune system. That piece
of trickery worked in animals. The phase 1
studies in dozens of people will check for
safety, and whether the vaccinations rev up
human immunity enough to justify further
tests.

Q: What else is in the pipeline?
A: “We are right now in a race of time to

get the best vaccine,” said Dr. Anthony Fauci,
director of NIH’s National Institute of Allergy
and Infectious Diseases. Multiple candidates
are important as there’s no way to predict
which kind will work best. The DNA vaccines
simply were ready for human testing first. In

October, safety tests are set to begin using
the more traditional killed-virus vaccine,
developed by the Walter Reed Army Institute
of Research.

The NIH also is developing a vaccine using
live-but-weakened virus, the type thought to
trigger particularly long-lasting immune pro-
tection.  That’s the kind used to protect
against rubella, which back in the 1960s
caused an epidemic of birth defects.

Q: If the first candidates are safe, what
happens next?

A: Fauci expects to open next-step studies
in January, enrolling 2,400 to 5,000 people in
areas where Zika still is spreading widely to
test if the vaccinated are less likely than the
unvaccinated to become infected.

Q: Are vaccines aimed at pregnant
women?

A: Not at this point. It’s hard to test new
products during pregnancy. Plus, a fetus can

be vulnerable to Zika even before a woman
realizes she’s pregnant. The goal instead is to
vaccinate women of childbearing age and
their sexual partners - because Zika also can
be transmitted through sex - well before
pregnancy ever occurs.

Q: Where do the human challenge stud-
ies come in?

A: Jabbing someone with Zika is faster
than waiting around for a mosquito to bite
them to see if an experimental vaccine pro-
vides protection. But first Durbin must find
what dose of Zika causes infection, to be sure
she’s giving a vaccine enough of a challenge.
That’s what the study planned for December
would do. Volunteers given different amounts
of Zika would be kept in a Hopkins hospital
unit for 12 days, to be sure the virus had
cleared the bloodstream, and would have to
agree to use condoms for a while afterward to
avoid any possibility of sexual transmission.
Because Zika usually causes few if any symp-
toms, those infected might expect a rash or
low fever.

The second round of the research would
recruit volunteers who’d received an experi-
mental vaccine, trying to infect them with
Zika six months after their shot. The extra
benefit: Tracking people from the moment
they’re exposed to Zika also could shed
important new light on how the virus affects
the body - such as how long it’s infectious in
blood, semen and other bodily fluids, and just
how the immune system fights it off.

Q: Has this been done before?
A: Human challenge studies are rare

because they’re difficult to perform and
expensive. But Durbin recently did just such
research to test a potential vaccine against
dengue, a dangerous cousin of Zika, and
doesn’t expect difficulty recruiting volunteers
for the Zika study once regulators are satisfied
it can be conducted safely.

Q: What about the fight over federal
funding for Zika?

A: In February, the Obama administration
requested $1.9 billion for the nation’s fight
against Zika, including vaccine development,
but Congress hasn’t approved any of it. With
existing money running out, federal health
officials are taking funds meant for other dis-
eases to get by until the end of the year - but
Fauci said NIH alone will need $196 million
more in 2017 to avoid delays in the vaccine
research. — AP 

Zika researchers seeking volunteers to be infected

MIAMI: Carlos Varas, a Miami-Dade County mosquito control inspector, uses a Golden
Eagle blower to spray pesticide to kill mosquitos in the Wynwood neighborhood as the
county fights to control the Zika virus outbreak in Miami, Florida.  — AFP



H E A L T H
SATURDAY, AUGUST 20, 2016

Sick throng Indian capital’s new, high-tech clinics

NEW DELHI: For asthma sufferer Mohan Lal,
regular visits to the Indian capital’s hospitals
were a nightmare of waiting in endless queues
in sweltering corridors that swarm with mos-
quitoes.  But a spotless and air-conditioned clin-
ic boasting innovative diagnostic technology
and sharply-dressed doctors has just opened in
Lal’s neighborhood, bringing healthcare into
the 21st century. 

For Lal, who needs regular treatment for his
asthma, the sparkling free clinic and 100 others
developed by the New Delhi government in
mostly low-income neighborhoods are a reve-
lation. Like most of the city’s millions of poor, he
was used to the traditional state-run hospitals,
often stretched to breaking point, where
patients face long delays for even minor treat-
ment and are forced to share beds.   “The hospi-
tal is far from my house, I had to walk quite a bit

and then I had to wait in long queues for hours
in smelly, sweaty hallways,” he said, grimacing
at the memory. The Delhi government allocat-
ed an initial $790 million in this year’s budget
for the clinics, after promising at the 2015 elec-
tions to improve healthcare and ease the bur-
den on its ageing hospitals. The crowning glory
of Lal’s neighborhood clinic is a newly invented
device that conducts 50 common medical tests
from a single blood sample, including sugar lev-
els and cholesterol.

In a city where diabetes, dengue, hepatitis,
typhoid and other illnesses are common, the
small, rectangular device provides swift diagno-
sis-thereby allowing for early treatment. Results
of most of the tests are known within two min-
utes and are uploaded onto an IT cloud for
access by patients and their doctors on their
smart phones and the clinic’s tablets. “II (infor-

mation technology) does make a pretty signifi-
cant difference,” said Indian biomedical engi-
neer Kanav Kahol, who developed the device
that he hopes will soon be installed in all of the
other new clinics. It was originally aimed at eas-
ing India’s overburdened public health system,
whose basic medical services are provided free
of charge. But Kahol said other countries have
also expressed interest in the machine, which
costs about $1,000 to buy. “We were very sur-
prised by the fact that what we had developed
for India, people all over the world were actual-
ly looking for,” the 37-year-old said of the
device called the swasthya (health) slate. “Even
in places like England and the US, we’ve seen a
demand for technology like this.”

‘Can’t afford treatment’ 
At the clinic in western Delhi, a doctor

admonishes Lal after examining his test results,
which have been uploaded to his digital med-
ical records kept at the centre. “Your blood
report is not good. You must cut down on
smoking and drinking,” the doctor said, as the
62-year-old grinned sheepishly. Lal then goes
for his regular treatment-inhaling steam
through a nebuliser to decongest his lungs-
before moving to the clinic’s pharmacy to col-
lect free asthma medication. India spent just 1.4
percent of gross domestic product (GDP) on
healthcare in 2014, according to the World Bank,
lower than neighboring war-torn Afghanistan
on 2.9 percent.  As a result, Indians avoid the
state-run system if they can, with many flocking
to private clinics and hospitals. 

But a consultation with a private GP can cost
1,000 rupees ($15), a huge sum for millions liv-
ing on less than $2 a day. — AFP

NEW DELHI: Indian Doctor Shoebul Haque (left) checks a patient as others wait at a ‘Mohalla clinic’ (neighborhood clinic) in New Delhi. —AFP 



SATURDAY, AUGUST 20, 2016

KNCC PROGRAMME  FROM THURSDAY TO WEDNESDAY
(18/08/2016 TO 24/08/2016)

SHARQIA-1
THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS                                   12:00 PM
THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS                                    2:15 PM
THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS                                    4:15 PM
THE BFG                                                                         6:30 PM
SUICIDE SQUAD                                                        9:00 PM
SUICIDE SQUAD                                                       11:45 PM

SHARQIA-2
THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS  -3D                          1:00 PM
JAHEEM FI ILHIND                                                        3:15
PMTHE SECRET LIFE OF PETS  -3D                  5:30 PM
JAHEEM FI ILHIND                                                    7:30 PM
JAHEEM FI ILHIND                                                    9:45 PM
JAHEEM FI ILHIND                                                  12:05 AM

SHARQIA-3
SKIPTRACE                                                                  11:30 AM
THE LEGEND OF TARZAN                                    1:45 PM
SKIPTRACE                                                                    4:00 PM
SKIPTRACE                                                                    6:15 PM
SKIPTRACE                                                                    8:30 PM
SKIPTRACE                                                                  10:45 PM
SKIPTRACE                                                                    1:00 AM

MUHALAB-1
THE BFG                                                                        11:30 AM
MOHENJO DARO - Hindi                                      2:00 PM
THE LEGEND OF TARZAN                                    5:00 PM
SUICIDE SQUAD                                                        7:15 PM
THE BFG                                                                         9:45 PM
SUICIDE SQUAD                                                      12:15 AM

MUHALAB-2
SKIPTRACE                                                                  12:45 PM
SKIPTRACE                                                                    3:15 PM
THE BFG                                                                         5:30 PM
JAHEEM FI ILHIND                                                    8:00 PM
JAHEEM FI ILHIND                                                  10:15 PM
JAHEEM FI ILHIND                                                  12:30 AM

MUHALAB-3
THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS -3D                         11:30 AM
THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS                                    1:45 PM
THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS -3D                           3:45 PM
THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS                                    5:45 PM
SKIPTRACE                                                                    7:45 PM
SKIPTRACE                                                                  10:00 PM
SKIPTRACE                                                                  12:15 AM

FANAR-1
SKIPTRACE                                                                  12:00 PM
SKIPTRACE                                                                    2:15 PM
MIN 30 SANA                                                              4:30 PM
JAHEEM FI ILHIND                                                    7:30 PM
JAHEEM FI ILHIND                                                    9:45 PM
JAHEEM FI ILHIND                                                  12:05 AM

FANAR-2
WAR DOGS                                                                 12:15 PM
WAR DOGS                                                                   2:30 PM
SKIPTRACE                                                                    5:00 PM
WAR DOGS                                                                   7:15 PM
WAR DOGS                                                                   9:45 PM
SKIPTRACE                                                                  12:15 AM

FANAR-3
RABID DOGS                                                              11:30 AM
SUICIDE SQUAD                                                        1:30 PM
RABID DOGS                                                               4:00 PM
MOHENJO DARO - Hindi                                      6:00 PM
THE BFG                                                                         9:00 PM
SUICIDE SQUAD                                                       11:45 PM

FANAR-4
THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS                                   12:30 PM
THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS                                    2:30 PM
THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS                                    4:30 PM
THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS                                    6:30 PM
THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS                                    8:30 PM
THE BFG                                                                        10:30 PM
RABID DOGS                                                               1:00 AM

FANAR-5
LIFE ON THE LINE                                                    11:45 AM
LIFE ON THE LINE                                                      2:00 PM
THE LEGEND OF TARZAN                                    4:15 PM
RABID DOGS                                                               6:30 PM

LIFE ON THE LINE                                                      8:45 PM
RABID DOGS                                                              10:45 PM
LIFE ON THE LINE                                                    12:45 AM

MARINA-1
SUICIDE SQUAD                                                       12:15 PM
THE BFG                                                                         2:45 PM
THE LEGEND OF TARZAN                                    5:15 PM
THE BFG                                                                         7:30 PM
SUICIDE SQUAD                                                       10:00 PM
SUICIDE SQUAD                                                      12:30 AM

MARINA-2
SKIPTRACE                                                                  11:30 AM
SKIPTRACE                                                                    2:00 PM
JAHEEM FI ILHIND                                                    4:15 PM
JAHEEM FI ILHIND                                                    6:30 PM
SKIPTRACE                                                                    8:45 PM
JAHEEM FI ILHIND                                                  11:15 PM

MARINA-3
THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS                                  11:45 AM
THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS                                    1:45 PM
THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS                                    4:00 PM
NO TUE
Special Show “THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS” 4:00 PM
THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS                                    6:00 PM
THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS                                    8:00 PM
SKIPTRACE                                                                  10:15 PM
SKIPTRACE                                                                  12:30 AM

AVENUES-1
LIFE ON THE LINE                                                      1:00 PM
LIFE ON THE LINE                                                      3:00 PM
LIFE ON THE LINE                                                      5:00 PM
LIFE ON THE LINE                                                      7:00 PM
LIFE ON THE LINE                                                      9:00 PM
LIFE ON THE LINE                                                    11:00 PM
LIFE ON THE LINE                                                      1:00 AM

AVENUES-2
THE BFG  -3D- 4DX                                                  12:15 PM
THE LEGEND OF TARZAN -3D-4DX               2:45 PM
THE BFG  -3D- 4DX                                                   5:15 PM
THE LEGEND OF TARZAN -3D-4DX               7:45 PM
THE BFG  -3D- 4DX                                                  10:15 PM
SUICIDE SQUAD  -3D- 4DX                                12:45 AM

AVENUES-3
SKIPTRACE                                                                  12:45 PM
SKIPTRACE                                                                    3:00 PM
SKIPTRACE                                                                    5:15 PM
SKIPTRACE                                                                    7:30 PM
SKIPTRACE                                                                    9:45 PM
SKIPTRACE                                                                  12:05 AM

360º 1
THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS -3D                         12:30 PM
THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS -3D                           2:30 PM
THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS                                    4:30 PM
THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS -3D                           6:30 PM
THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS -3D                           8:30 PM
THE BFG                                                                        10:30 PM
RIOT                                                                                  1:00 AM

360º 2
SUICIDE SQUAD                                                        1:00 PM
SUICIDE SQUAD                                                        3:30 PM
SUICIDE SQUAD                                                        6:00 PM
SUICIDE SQUAD                                                        8:30 PM
THE CONJURING 2                                                  11:00 PM

360º- 3
LIFE ON THE LINE                                                    12:00 PM
LIFE ON THE LINE                                                      2:00 PM
LIFE ON THE LINE                                                      4:00 PM
LIFE ON THE LINE                                                      6:00 PM
LIFE ON THE LINE                                                      8:00 PM
LIFE ON THE LINE                                                    10:00 PM
LIFE ON THE LINE                                                    12:05 AM

AL-KOUT.1
THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS                                   12:00 PM
THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS                                    2:00 PM
THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS                                    4:00 PM
THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS                                    6:00 PM
JAHEEM FI ILHIND                                                    8:00 PM
JAHEEM FI ILHIND                                                  10:15 PM

JAHEEM FI ILHIND                                                  12:30 AM

AL-KOUT.2
SKIPTRACE                                                                  12:15 PM
SKIPTRACE                                                                    2:30 PM
MIN 30 SANA                                                                      3
SKIPTRACE                                                                    7:45 PM
SKIPTRACE                                                                  10:00 PM
SKIPTRACE                                                                  12:15 AM

AL-KOUT.3
JAHEEM FI ILHIND                                                  12:30 PM
SUICIDE SQUAD                                                        2:45 PM
JAHEEM FI ILHIND                                                    5:15 PM
THE BFG  -3D                                                               7:30 PM
THE LEGEND OF TARZAN                                  10:00 PM
SUICIDE SQUAD                                                      12:30 AM

AL-KOUT.4
LIFE ON THE LINE                                                    11:30 AM
WAR DOGS                                                                   1:30 PM
RABID DOGS                                                               4:15 PM
LIFE ON THE LINE                                                      6:30 PM
RABID DOGS                                                               8:45 PM
WAR DOGS                                                                 10:45 PM
LIFE ON THE LINE                                                      1:00 AM

BAIRAQ-1
THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS -3D                         12:30 PM
THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS -3D                           2:30 PM
THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS -3D                           4:30 PM
THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS -3D                           6:30 PM
THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS                                    8:30 PM
THE BFG                                                                        10:30 PM
THE BFG                                                                         1:00 AM

BAIRAQ-2
THE LEGEND OF TARZAN                                  11:45 AM
FINDING DORY                                                          2:00 PM
SKIPTRACE                                                                    4:15 PM
SKIPTRACE                                                                    6:30 PM
SKIPTRACE                                                                    9:00 PM
SKIPTRACE                                                                  11:30 PM

BAIRAQ-3
MIN 30 SANA                                                              1:00 PM
THE LEGEND OF TARZAN                                    1:30 PM
MOHENJO DARO - Hindi                                      4:15 PM
JAHEEM FI ILHIND                                                    7:30 PM
JAHEEM FI ILHIND                                                    9:45 PM
JAHEEM FI ILHIND 

PLAZA
THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS                                    3:30 PM
JAHEEM FI ILHIND                                                    5:30 PM
IDI: INSPECTOR DAWOOD IBRAHIM - Malayalam
7:45 PM
SKIPTRACE                                                                  10:15 PM

LAILA
THE BFG                                                                         4:00 PM
THE SECRET LIFE OF PETS                                    6:30 PM
JAHEEM FI ILHIND                                                    8:30 PM
SKIPTRACE                                                                  11:00 PM

AJIAL.1
IDI: INSPECTOR DAWOOD IBRAHIM - Malayalam
3:30 PM
IDI: INSPECTOR DAWOOD IBRAHIM - Malayalam
6:00 PM
IDI: INSPECTOR DAWOOD IBRAHIM - Malayalam
8:30 PM
JAHEEM FI ILHIND                                                  11:00 PM

AJIAL.2
MOHENJO DARO - Hindi                                      3:45 PM
RUSTOM- Hindi                                                          6:45 PM
MOHENJO DARO - Hindi                                      9:45 PM

AJIAL.3
RUSTOM- Hindi                                                          3:15 PM
HAPPY BHAG JAYEGI- Hindi                               6:15 PM
HAPPY BHAG JAYEGI- Hindi                               9:15 PM

AJIAL.4
DHARMA DURAI- Tamil                                        4:00 PM
DHARMA DURAI- Tamil                                        7:00 PM
DHARMA DURAI- Tamil                                       10:00 PM

112

Automated enquiry about 
the Civil ID card is

1889988

PRAYER TIMINGS

Fajr: 03:54
Shorook 05:19
Duhr: 11:51
Asr: 15:27
Maghrib: 18:24
Isha: 19:45

CHANGE OF NAME

SITUATION WANTEDACCOMMODATION

I, Husain, holder of Indian
Passport No. H2427557, resi-
dent of Laxman Ganj Bazar
Dargah Galiakot, Rajasthan,
India. Have changed my
name from Husain to Husain
Zoyab Ali Mitha. In future, I
will be known as Husain
Zoyab Ali Mitha. 

Indonesian oil field expert
with 22 years experience
seeks a job in Kuwait (cur-
rently in Indonesia) email:
mmsembodo@yahoo.com /
WhatsApp +62811192337. 
(C 5203)
17-8-2016

For Filipino ONLY near
Gulfmart Block 1 Farwaniya,
street 72. Available on
August 25, Contact 94418396
or 94033908

One spacious room available
in a 2 bedroom flat, from end
of August for a Working Lady,
Couple or an Executive
Bachelor with a single lady
lives in the other room.
Location: Behind the petrol
pump on the 4th Ring Road,
close to the small Jamya.
Accessible to Bus No. 999, 66,
88, 77 & 15.  Interested please
call on 9952 1635
18-8-2016



Directorate General of Civil Aviation Home Page (www.kuwait-airport.com.kw)

Arrival Flights on Saturday 20/8/2016
Airlines Flt Route Time
MSC 415 Sohag 00:10
THY 772 Istanbul 00:10
JZR 239 Amman 00:20
JZR 267 Beirut 00:30
CLX 852 Luxembourg 00:35
FDB 069 Dubai 00:55
DLH 635 Doha 01:00
QTR 1086 Doha 01:15
JZR 539 Cairo 01:20
SAI 441 Lahore 01:30
KAC 1802 Cairo 01:30
PGT 858 Istanbul 01:40
RJA 642 Amman 01:45
ETH 620 Addis Ababa 01:45
THY 1464 Istanbul 01:50
MSC 501 Alexandria 02:00
KKK 6506 Istanbul 02:05
GFA 211 Bahrain 02:15
UAE 853 Dubai 02:25
THY 768 Istanbul 02:50
ETD 305 Abu Dhabi 03:05
OMA 643 Muscat 03:05
RJA 644 Amman 03:10
FDB 067 Dubai 03:15
MSR 612 Cairo 03:15
QTR 1076 Doha 03:25
PGT 860 Istanbul 03:30
KAC 544 Cairo 03:40
KAC 514 Tehran 03:50
THY 1416 Bursa 04:05
JZR 555 Alexandria 04:15
FEG 931 Alexandria 05:00
DHX 170 Bahrain 05:10
THY 770 Istanbul 05:15
SYR 341 Damascus 06:00
JZR 529 Asyut 06:00
PAL 668 Manila/Dubai 06:25
KAC 412 Manila/Bangkok 06:30
BAW 157 London 06:40
JZR 1541 Cairo 07:10
FDB 5061 Dubai 07:15
JZR 503 Luxor 07:25
KAC 382 Delhi 07:30
KAC 346 Ahmedabad 07:35
KAC 206 Islamabad 07:40
SVA 512 Riyadh 07:50
FDB 053 Dubai 07:50
KAC 302 Mumbai 07:50
KAC 332 Trivandrum 08:15
KAC 344 Chennai 08:15
KAC 352 Kochi 08:20
KAC 362 Colombo 08:20
UAE 855 Dubai 08:25
ETD 301 Abu Dhabi 09:00
KAC 284 Dhaka 09:00
ABY 125 Sharjah 09:05
QTR 1070 Doha 09:20
RJA 648 Amman 09:30
FDB 055 Dubai 09:40
SAW 703 Damascus 09:45
UAE 873 Dubai 10:40
GFA 213 Bahrain 10:40
IRM 1188 Mashhad 11:10
RBG 553 Alexandria 11:30
JZR 165 Dubai 11:50
IAW 157 Al Najaf 11:55
FDB 075 Dubai 12:25
MSC 401 Alexandria 12:30
JZR 241 Amman 12:30
UAE 871 Dubai 12:45
FEG 933 Sohag 12:55
MSR 610 Cairo 13:00
RJD 132 Abu Dhabi 13:05
THY 766 Istanbul 13:10
BON 101 Sarajevo 13:55
KNE 231 Riyadh 14:00
KAC 672 Dubai 14:00
QTR 1078 Doha 14:05
MSR 575 Sharm el-Sheikh 14:15
FDB 057 Dubai 14:20
GFA 221 Bahrain 14:20
JZR 779 Jeddah 14:25
KAC 512 Mashhad 14:30
MSC 507 HRG 14:45
KAC 540 Sharm el-Sheikh 14:50
KAC 788 Jeddah 15:00
KNE 529 Jeddah 15:05
KNE 683 Madinah 15:05
ETD 303 Abu Dhabi 15:10
OMA 645 Muscat 15:10
ABY 127 Sharjah 15:35
UAE 857 Dubai 15:45
NIA 251 Alexandria 15:50
RJA 640 Amman 16:00
FDB 051 Dubai 16:10
QTR 1072 Doha 16:15
JZR 535 Cairo 16:20
JZR 257 Beirut 16:25
KNE 531 Jeddah 16:35
JZR 787 Riyadh 16:45
KAC 562 Amman 16:55
KAC 680 Muscat 16:55
KAC 118 New York 17:00
SAW 705 Damascus 17:05
IRA 669 Mashhad 17:10
SVA 510 Riyadh 17:15
JZR 357 Mashhad 17:30
GFA 215 Bahrain 17:30

KAC 792 Madinah 17:45
JZR 177 Dubai 17:45
JZR 777 Jeddah 17:50
SVA 500 Jeddah 17:55
QTR 1080 Doha 17:55
KAC 176 Geneva/Frankfurt 18:20
MSR 620 Cairo 18:30
KAC 786 Jeddah 18:35
KAC 774 Riyadh 18:35
KAC 502 Beirut 18:35
IRM 1180 Mashhad 18:45
KAC 742 Dammam 18:50
CLX 856 Luxembourg 18:50
KAC 542 Cairo 18:55
KAC 618 Doha 18:55
KAC 104 London 19:00
GFA 217 Bahrain 19:05
UAE 875 Dubai 19:05
KAC 614 Bahrain 19:10
FDB 063 Dubai 19:10
ABY 123 Sharjah 19:15
JAV 621 Amman 19:25
JAI 572 Mumbai 19:35
KAC 674 Dubai 19:45
FDB 059 Dubai 19:50
DLH 634 Frankfurt 20:05
ABY 121 Sharjah 20:10
KNE 381 Taif 20:10
MEA 402 Beirut 20:15
OMA 647 Muscat 20:20
JZR 189 Dubai 20:25
MSR 618 Alexandria 20:30
QTR 1088 Doha 20:35
KAC 174 Munich 20:55
FDB 5053 Dubai 20:55
ETD 307 Abu Dhabi 21:05
UAE 859 Dubai 21:15
ALK 229 Colombo 21:20
KLM 415 Amsterdam 21:25
THY 764 Istanbul 21:30
KAC 676 Dubai 21:35
FDB 8053 Dubai 21:40
QTR 1082 Doha 21:55
GFA 219 Bahrain 22:00
KAC 564 Amman 22:05
NIA 151 Cairo 22:10
ETD 309 Abu Dhabi 22:10
JZR 125 Bahrain 22:15
AIC 987 Chennai/Hyderabad 22:25
KNE 533 Jeddah 22:45
JZR 185 Dubai 22:55
JAI 574 Mumbai 23:05
JZR 513 Sharm el-Sheikh 23:30
MSR 614 Cairo 23:30
FDB 071 Dubai 23:35
JAD 301 Amman 23:45
ETH 3612 Addis Ababa 23:59

Departure Flights on Saturday 20/8/2016
Airlines Flt Route Time
AIC 976 Goa/Chennai 00:05
BBC 044 Dhaka 00:10
JAI 573 Mumbai 00:10
JZR 1540 Cairo 00:20
MSR 615 Cairo 00:30
FDB 072 Dubai 00:30
PIA 240 Sialkot 00:40
KLM 413 Amsterdam 01:05
MSC 416 Sohag 01:05
JZR 502 Luxor 01:15
THY 773 Istanbul 01:40
DLH 635 Frankfurt 02:00
CLX 852 Sharjah 02:05
SAI 442 Lahore 02:30
ETH 621 Addis Ababa 02:45
THY 765 Istanbul 02:45
PGT 859 Istanbul 02:55
UAE 854 Dubai 03:45
THY 769 Istanbul 03:45
RJA 645 Amman 03:55
MSC 502 Alexandria 04:00
OMA 644 Muscat 04:05
FDB 068 Dubai 04:05
ETD 306 Abu Dhabi 04:10
MSR 613 Cairo 04:15
KKK 6505 Istanbul 04:20
PGT 861 Istanbul 04:30
QTR 1077 Doha 04:35
THY 1465 Istanbul 06:00
FEG 934 Sohag 06:00
RJA 643 Amman 06:25
QTR 1087 Doha 06:30
THY 771 Istanbul 06:45
GFA 212 Bahrain 06:50
JZR 240 Amman 06:55
SYR 342 Damascus 07:00
FDB 070 Dubai 07:05
JZR 164 Dubai 07:15
FDB 5062 Dubai 07:55
BAW 156 London 08:25
FDB 054 Dubai 08:30
KAC 173 Munich 08:35
KAC 511 Mashhad 08:40
KAC 539 Sharm el-Sheikh 08:50
JZR 778 Jeddah 08:50
SVA 513 Riyadh 08:50
JZR 256 Beirut 09:05
KAC 671 Dubai 09:15
KAC 787 Jeddah 09:30
JZR 534 Cairo 09:30

ABY 126 Sharjah 09:45
UAE 856 Dubai 09:50
KAC 101 London/New York 10:00
ETD 302 Abu Dhabi 10:05
RJA 649 Amman 10:15
QTR 1071 Doha 10:35
FDB 056 Dubai 10:40
SAW 704 Damascus 10:45
KAC 501 Beirut 11:00
KAC 561 Amman 11:20
KAC 165 Rome/Paris 11:25
KAC 679 Muscat 11:25
GFA 214 Bahrain 11:35
JZR 356 Mashhad 11:40
KAC 541 Cairo 12:05
UAE 874 Dubai 12:10
RBG 554 Alexandria 12:10
JZR 776 Jeddah 12:15
IRM 1189 Mashhad 12:20
IAW 158 Al Najaf 12:55
KAC 785 Jeddah 13:00
KAC 791 Madinah 13:00
JZR 176 Dubai 13:10
FDB 076 Dubai 13:10
JZR 786 Riyadh 13:20
MSC 402 Alexandria 13:30
RJD 133 Abu Dhabi 13:50
FEG 932 Alexandria 13:55
MSR 611 Cairo 14:00
THY 767 Istanbul 14:10
UAE 872 Dubai 14:15
PAL 669 Dubai/Manila 14:45
KNE 382 Taif 14:55
KAC 773 Riyadh 15:00
MSR 576 Sharm el-Sheikh 15:00
KAC 673 Dubai 15:05
GFA 222 Bahrain 15:05
FDB 058 Dubai 15:05
KAC 617 Doha 15:15
QTR 1079 Doha 15:15
KAC 741 Dammam 15:30
MSC 508 HRG 15:45
JZR 188 Dubai 15:50
KNE 530 Jeddah 15:55
KNE 684 Madinah 16:00
KAC 613 Bahrain 16:00
BON 102 Sarajevo 16:05
OMA 646 Muscat 16:10
ABY 128 Sharjah 16:15
ETD 304 Abu Dhabi 16:20
KAC 563 Amman 16:30
NIA 252 Alexandria 16:50
RJA 641 Amman 16:55
FDB 052 Dubai 17:00
KAC 675 Dubai 17:00
JZR 266 Beirut 17:10
JZR 512 Sharm el-Sheikh 17:15
QTR 1073 Doha 17:25
KNE 532 Jeddah 17:25
UAE 858 Dubai 17:40
IRA 666 Esfahan 18:10
SVA 511 Riyadh 18:15
SAW 706 Damascus 18:20
GFA 216 Bahrain 18:20
JZR 184 Dubai 18:20
JZR 538 Cairo 18:30
KAC 1801 Cairo 18:55
QTR 1081 Doha 19:05
JZR 238 Amman 19:15
JZR 124 Bahrain 19:20
SVA 505 Jeddah 19:25
MSR 621 Cairo 19:30
KAC 285 Dhaka 19:40
GFA 218 Bahrain 19:50
FDB 064 Dubai 19:50
ABY 124 Sharjah 19:55
KAC 361 Colombo 19:55
IRM 1181 Mashhad 20:00
CLX 856 Hong Kong 20:20
JAV 622 Amman 20:25
FDB 060 Dubai 20:30
UAE 876 Dubai 20:35
JAI 571 Mumbai 20:35
KAC 331 Trivandrum 20:45
DLH 634 Doha 20:50
ABY 122 Sharjah 20:50
KAC 353 BLR 20:55
KAC 543 Cairo 21:00
KAC 351 Kochi 21:00
KNE 232 Riyadh 21:10
MEA 403 Beirut 21:15
OMA 648 Muscat 21:15
JZR 554 Alexandria 21:15
MSR 607 Luxor 21:30
QTR 1089 Doha 21:45
DHX 171 Bahrain 21:50
FDB 5054 Dubai 21:55
ETD 308 Abu Dhabi 21:55
ALK 230 Colombo 22:20
UAE 860 Dubai 22:25
KLM 415 Dammam/Amsterdam 22:25
THY 1413 TZX 22:25
KAC 381 Delhi 22:25
KAC 301 Mumbai 22:30
KAC 345 Ahmedabad 22:55
GFA 220 Bahrain 23:00
KAC 205 Islamabad 23:00
ETD 310 Abu Dhabi 23:05
NIA 152 Cairo 23:10
FDB 8054 Dubai 23:15
KAC 155 Istanbul 23:15
QTR 1083 Doha 23:20
KAC 411 Bangkok/Manila 23:25
KNE 534 Jeddah 23:35

DIAL 161 FOR AIRPORT INFORMATION 
In case you are not travelling, your proper cancellation

of bookings will help other passengers use seats

i n f o r m a t i o n
SATURDAY, AUGUST 20, 2016



ACROSS
1. A mercantile establishment for the retail sale of goods or services.
5. A medicinal drug used to evoke vomiting (especially in cases of drug
overdose or poisoning).
11. A (usually) large and scholarly book.
15. (classical architecture) A molding for a cornice.
16. A member of the Dravidian people living in southern India.
17. (Roman mythology) God of love.
18. Toward the mouth or oral region.
19. Characteristic of or relating to winter.
20. Wading birds of warm regions having long slender down-curved bills.
21. A member of any of various Indian peoples of central Mexico.
23. A small bottle that contains a drug (especially a sealed sterile contain-
er for injection by needle).
25. A bet that you can pick the first and second finishers in the right order.
28. A river in north central Switzerland that runs northeast into the Rhine.
29. Small buffalo of the Celebes having small straight horns.
30. In the Roman calendar.
34. A blind god.
39. Black tropical American cuckoo.
40. Title for a civil or military leader (especially in Turkey).
41. A soft silvery metallic element of the alkali earth group.
42. The capital and largest city of Jordan.
44. A trite or obvious remark.
48. Flesh of fish found in colder waters of northern Atlantic coast of the
United States.
51. A metrical unit with unstressed-stressed syllables.
52. United States lecturer and writer who was blind and deaf from the age
of 19 months.
53. Constructed with or in the form of an arch or arches.
55. (Akkadian) God of wisdom.
56. Utter a high-pitched cry, characteristic of pigs.
58. United States assassin of President John F. Kennedy (1939-1963).
60. The second month of the Moslem calendar.
63. Make a high-pitched, screeching noise, as of a door.
65. An organization of countries formed in 1961 to agree on a common
policy for the sale of petroleum.
68. (Norse mythology) The primeval giant slain by Odin and his brothers
and from whose body they created the world.
71. A percussion instrument consisting of a pair of hollow pieces of wood
or bone (usually held between the thumb and fingers) that are made to
click together (as by Spanish dancers) in rhythm with the dance.
73. A city in southern Turkey on the Seyhan River.

CROSSWORD 1348
75. South American wood sorrel cultivated for its edible tubers.
76. The use of nuclear magnetic resonance of protons to produce proton
density images.
77. A cut of pork ribs with much of the meat trimmed off.
79. Flower arrangement consisting of a circular band of foliage or flowers
for ornamental purposes.
80. The 7th letter of the Greek alphabet.
81. Freetail bats.
82. A condition (mostly in boys) characterized by behavioral and learning
disorders.

DOWN
1. Small biscuit (rich with cream and eggs) cut into diamonds or sticks and
baked in an oven or (especially originally) on a griddle.
2. Any of several small ungulate mammals of Africa and Asia with rodent-
like incisors and feet with hooflike toes.
3. A member of the Siouan people formerly living in the Missouri river val-
ley in NE Nebraska.
4. A town in western Kentucky on the Ohio River.
5. (Babylonian and Assyrian) Goddess of love and fertility and war.
6. A roughly cylindrical that is vessel open at the top.
7. (Old Testament) Adam's wife in Judeo-Christian mythology.
8. The shape of a bell.
9. A constellation in the southern hemisphere near Telescopium and
Norma.
10. West Indian tree having racemes of fragrant white flowers and yield-
ing a durable timber and resinous juice.
11. The capital of Nationalist China.
12. Fast-growing herbaceous evergreen tree of South America having a
broad trunk with high water content and dark green oval leaves.
13. Work hard.
14. Any of several related languages of the Celts in Ireland and Scotland.
22. Essential oil or perfume obtained from flowers.
24. A metric unit of volume equal to one thousandth of a liter.
26. The dialect of Malay used as the national language of the Republic of
Indonesia or of Malaysia.
27. Handsome tree of central and eastern North America having large
bipinnate leaves and green-white flowers followed by large woody
brown pods whose seeds are used as a coffee substitute.
31. Fallow deer.
32. Hard white substance covering the crown of a tooth.
33. In the Arabian Nights a hero who tells of the fantastic adventures he
had in his voyages.
35. Look at with amorous intentions.
36. (aeronautical) Pertaining to the tail section of a plane.
37. A unit of information equal to 1024 bytes.
38. A white metallic element that burns with a brilliant light.
43. Equally distant from the extremes.
45. A waste pipe that carries away sewage or surface water.
46. A person who is entitled by law or by the terms of a will to inherit the
estate of another.
47. Bulky grayish-brown eagle with a short wedge-shaped white tail.
49. A disputant who advocates reform.
50. Hermaphrodite wormlike animal living in mud of the sea bottom.
54. The compass point midway between east and southeast.
57. Large brownish-green New Zealand parrot.
59. Remote city of Kazakhstan that (ostensibly for security reasons) was
made the capital in 1998.
61. Remote and separate physically or socially.
62. A weekday on which no feast is celebrated.
64. An African river that flows northwest into Lake Chad.
66. Plant with an elongated head of broad stalked leaves resembling cel-
ery.
67. A Spanish unit of length (about a yard) having different values in dif-
ferent localities.
69. Made agreeably cold (especially by ice).
70. A sudden short attack.
72. Standard time in the 6th time zone west of Greenwich, reckoned at
the 90th meridian.
74. A loose sleeveless outer garment made from aba cloth.
78. A public promotion of some product or service.
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BALTIMORE: South Korea’s Hyun Soo Kim had
a career-high four hits and JJ Hardy and Chris
Davis each hit two of Baltimore’s six home runs
as the Orioles beat rookie Joe Musgrove and
skidding Houston 13-5 on Thursday. Mark
Trumbo and Manny Machado also homered to
help Baltimore improve to 40-19 at home and
climb into a second-place tie with Boston in
the AL East. The 13 runs matched a season
high, set June 1 against Boston. Trumbo set
the tone in the first inning with his major
league-leading 35th home run, a three-run
shot to left against Musgrove (1-1). Kevin
Gausman (4-10) struck out eight in 6 2/3
innings for Baltimore. Alex Bregman and AJ
Reed homered for the Astros. They have lost
five straight.

ANGELS 6, MARINERS 4
Japanese pitcher Hisashi Iwakuma’s quest

for four straight wins came unstuck as he
and the Seattle Mariners lost at the Los
Angeles Angels. Hisashi Iwakuma (14-8)
allowed three runs and six hits over seven
innings. Albert Pujols drove in two runs,
while Yunel Escobar had three hits and
scored twice as the Angels held off a late ral-
ly. Mike Trout scored twice as the Angels
earned a split of the four-game series with
just their second win in 14 games. Pujols
reached 95 RBIs with a two-run double in
the eighth. He’s second in the AL, five
behind Toronto’s Edwin Encarnacion. Matt
Shoemaker (7-13) limited the Mariners to
two earned runs - on solo homers to
Robinson Cano and Nelson Cruz - and five
hits. Fernando Salas gave up a two-run
homer to Adam Lind in the ninth, but got
Leonys Martin and Shawn O’Malley on
grounders to end the game.

CUBS 9, BREWERS 6
Kris Bryant homered twice, doubled and

drove in five runs while going 5 for 5 as the
Chicago Cubs overcame Jake Arrieta’s
career-high seven walks to beat the
Milwaukee Brewers 9-6 on Thursday for a
four-game sweep. Bryant tied Colorado’s
Nolan Arenado for the NL lead with 30 home
runs. The Cubs won for the 18th time in 21
games and improved the best record in the
majors to 77-43. Chicago led 5-0 when
Arrieta (15-5) allowed a pair of two-out walks
in the fourth. Kirk Nieuwenhuis followed
with a three-run homer. Hernan Perez hit a
solo homer in the sixth off Arrieta. Arrieta
allowed four runs and three hits in 5 2/3
innings. Aroldis Chapman worked the ninth
for his seventh save with the Cubs. Bryant
singled and scored in the first, hit a two-run
homer in the third and had an RBI double in
the fourth off Zach Davies (9-6). Bryant hit a
solo homer off Blaine Boyer in the sixth and
added an RBI single in the eighth off Corey
Knebel for his second career five-hit game.

TIGERS 4, RED SOX 3
Second baseman Ian Kinsler caught a line

drive by Mookie Betts for the final out with
runners on second and third to ensure
Detroit snapped Boston’s six-game winning
streak. Andrew Romine drew a bases-loaded
walk to cap a three-run Detroit rally in the
eighth. Boston threatened in the ninth
against Francisco Rodriguez. Kinsler was well
positioned and needed to move only slightly
to his right to make the play on Betts’ liner.
Rodriguez got his 34th save in 37 chances.
Justin Wilson (3-4) won in relief. Boston’s
Japanese relief pitcher Junichi Tazawa (2-2)
failed to retire a batter in the eighth. Sandy

Leon homered for Boston.

GIANTS 10, METS 7
Madison Bumgarner hit a go-ahead two-

run homer off Jacob deGrom in the fourth
inning - moments after giving up a grand
slam - and San Francisco came back from
four runs down. Bumgarner, who narrowly
missed a home run in his first at-bat, hit a 2-2
pitch into the stands in left field to cap a
five-run inning when the Giants batted
around. It was Bumgarner’s third home run
this season and the 14th of his career. That
helped overcome a shaky outing by San
Francisco’s four-time All-Star. Bumgarner
(12-7) allowed four runs over five innings
and struck out six. New York had taken a 4-0
lead in the fourth on Justin Ruggiano’s sec-
ond career grand slam in his first game back
off the disabled list.

PHILLIES 5, DODGERS 4
Maikel Franco hit a go-ahead two-run

home run in the seventh inning to help
Philadelphia hold off Los Angeles. Ryan
Howard also homered to help the Phillies
avoid a three-game series sweep. Michael
Mariot (1-0) pitched a scoreless seventh
inning in relief of Jerad Eickhoff to earn the
victory. Freddy Galvis led off the bottom of
the seventh with a single and Franco fol-
lowed with his 22nd homer, to deep center
off Grant Dayton (0-1) to give the Phillies a 5-
4 lead. Jeanmar Gomez pitched a 1-2-3 ninth
for his 32nd save. Justin Turner and Yasmani
Grandal homered for the Dodgers.

ROYALS 8, TWINS 1
Alex Gordon hit a grand slam and Dillon

Gee pitched seven strong innings as Kansas
City beat Minnesota. The defending champi-
on Royals have won five straight and eight
of nine to move above .500 for the first time

since July 22. Starting pitchers have a 1.61
ERA in the five-game winning streak, allow-
ing 23 hits and six earned runs in 33 2-3
innings, while striking out 27 and walking
seven. Gordon extended his hitting streak to
a season-best nine games. He has homered
in three straight. Gee (5-6) picked up the
Royals’ first victory from a No. 5 starter since
May 31. The Royals are 9-21 in games begun
by the fifth starter. Tyler Duffey (8-9) took
the loss.

INDIANS 5, WHITE SOX 4
Cleveland manager Terry Francona put

up a pinch-hitter in the middle of an at-bat
and the strategy paid off when Tyler Naquin
lofted a game-ending sacrifice fly in the
ninth inning that lifted the Indians past
Chicago. The AL Central-leading Indians
scored a single run in each of the last five
innings to overtake Chicago. Cleveland
improved to 6-2 on an 11-game homestand.
Abraham Almonte doubled to begin ninth
off Jacob Turner (1-2). With Roberto Perez
batting, a passed ball by Dioner Navarro
moved Almonte to third. Francona then sent
Naquin to the plate with a 1-0 count. The
rookie drove the first pitch he saw to center
field, deep enough that Adam Eaton
couldn’t prevent Almonte from scoring.
Andrew Miller (7-1) earned the win with one
inning of scoreless relief.

REDS 5, MARLINS 4
Ramon Cabrera hit a three-run homer

and Dan Straily continued his second-half
surge as Cincinnati beat Miami for its eighth
victory in 10 series since the All-Star break.
Billy Hamilton used aggressive baserunning
to produce another run, and Eugenio Suarez
added an RBI double to give Cincinnati three
straight wins over Miami after losing the
series opener. Straily (9-6) improved to 5-0

with a 2.68 ERA over his last six starts. He
opened with five shutout innings before giv-
ing up Marcell Ozuna’s two-run homer in the
sixth. Raisel Iglesias pitched the ninth for his
second career save in two opportunities.
Jose Fernandez (12-7) was the loser.

NATIONALS 8, BRAVES 2
Rookie Reynaldo Lopez struck out 11 and

Jayson Werth reached safely in his 46th
straight game as Washington pulled away to
beat Atlanta. Werth hit an RBI double in the
fifth inning to tie Rusty Staub on the
Nationals-Expos franchise list for the longest
streak of reaching base. Werth went 2 for 4
and has 43 hits and 32 walks during his
string, the best in the majors this season.
After rain delayed the start for 1 hour, 16
minutes, Lopez (2-1) struck out eight of the
first nine batters. He set a career high for
strikeouts and allowed one earned run and
four hits in seven innings. The Nationals
broke it open with five runs in the eighth.
Rob Whalen (1-2) allowed three hits and one
earned run in a career-best six innings.

PADRES 9, DIAMONDBACKS 8
Rookie Alex Dickerson’s two-out, three-

run double in the eighth inning lifted San
Diego. Dickerson smacked Enrique Burgos’
pitch into the gap in left-center field to snap
the Padres’ five-game losing streak. Michael
Bourn’s soft single drove in pinch-hitter
Rickie Weeks in the top of the eighth to put
Arizona ahead after it rallied from a three-
run deficit. Ryan Buchter (3-0), the Padres’
fourth pitcher, got the win. Brandon Maurer
worked the ninth for his sixth save in 10
chances. He gave up an unearned run
before stranding the tying and go-ahead
runs. Jake Barrett (1-1) was touched for three
runs in the eighth to snap Arizona’s four-
game winning streak. — AP 

Korea’s Kim leads Baltimore to victory 

SAN FRANCISCO: San Francisco Giants’ Madison Bumgarner hits a two-run home run off New York Mets starting pitcher Jacob
deGrom during the fourth inning of a baseball game. — AP  
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DUBLIN: Pakistan’s Sharjeel Khan (L) plays a shot on the way to scoring a century (100 runs) during the first
one day international (ODI) cricket match between Ireland and Pakistan at the Malahide stadium. —AFP

MALAHIDE, Ireland: Sharjeel Khan said
the Pakistan A tour in England had been
pivotal to his compiling a stunning maid-
en one-day international century as the
tourists romped to a 255-run victory over
Ireland in Malahide. The 27-year-old
opening batsman hit 61 on his ODI
debut three years ago but then scored
just 123 runs in his next 10 games, losing
his place in August 2014. But on his
comeback match on Thursday, he scored
the third quickest 150 in an ODI as
Pakistan hit 337 for six against a hapless
Ireland attack. 

Planning and preparation do not fit in
with the cliche of mercurial Pakistan
cricketers, who can be capable of sub-
lime brilliance one day and abject failure
the next. The Test side, under new coach
Mickey Arthur, arrived for a training
camp in England before the start of their
tour program and were rewarded with a
drawn 2-2 series against their hosts.
Many of the Test side won’t be involved
in the five-match ODI series against
England starting next week but, having
been on the recent A tour, left-hander
Sharjeel was equally well prepared for
the similar conditions on show in Ireland. 

‘Natural game’ 
“The conditions helped me as I have

been with the Pakistan A team in England
for the last month. The tour was a good
exposure for me,” said Sharjeel. “I hadn’t
been in the UK before and this was my
first time in Ireland, but I just played my
natural game. It doesn’t matter if it is four-
day, one-day, T20, domestic or interna-
tional I play the same way. “I am an
attacking player, I play hard, watch the
ball hard and it’s my natural game to hit
sixes. The (Malahide) pitch was not easy
but I waited for the full balls and they
came nicely onto the bat.”

Sharjeel faced a mere 85 balls to bring
up his 150 - only South Africa’s AB de
Villiers and Australia’s Shane Watson have
reached the landmark quicker in an ODI -
and hit 16 fours and nine of his “favorite”
sixes, mainly with pull shots over back-
ward square as the Ireland bowlers erred
in length. After his dismissal for 152 in the
32nd over, the experienced Shoaib Malik
and debutant Mohammed Nawaz added
105 for the sixth wicket and when the
returning Umar Gul then took three wick-
ets in the space of 10 balls to reduce
Ireland to 32 for four, the result was never

in doubt. Ireland scrambled past their pre-
vious ODI low total of 77 with six wickets
down but lost their four for just one run as
slow left armer Imad Wasim, familiar with
the conditions from his time playing Irish
club cricket, finished with five for 14, his
best figures for Pakistan. Nawaz, also pro-
moted from the A tour, took his first wick-
et to add to his 53 runs from 50 balls and
seems certain to get another chance in
the second game between the teams on
Saturday, although Pakistan one-day cap-
tain Azhar Ali was giving nothing away
after the match. “We will sit down tomor-
row and think our plans and also how we
are going to play against England (in the
five-match series immediately afterwards)
as we need to keep an eye on that as
well,” he said.

Ireland captain William Porterfield
accepted his team were outplayed and
added he was looking for a much
improved performance next time. “It’s a
tough learning curve for young lads com-
ing into the side, against some of the best
players in the world,” he said. “We were
outskilled today and now it’s about the
mental preparation to come back on
Saturday.” —AFP

Super Sharjeel grateful 

for English tour lessons

India celebrate 

their top ranking 

with solid start

TRINIDAD: Less than a day after becoming the world num-
ber one-ranked test nation, India made a solid start in the
fourth test against West Indies, picking up two wickets
before rain halted play for the day in Trinidad. Ishant
Sharma and Ravichandran Ashwin claimed one wicket
apiece as West Indies reached to 62 for two in the 22 overs
available at Queen’s Park Oval in Port of Spain. India
assumed the top spot on the International Cricket Council
(ICC) rankings when Australia lost the third test to be swept
3-0 in their series against Sri Lanka on Wednesday.

However, India’s stay at the top could be short-lived, as
they need to beat the West Indies in the fourth test to claim
the series 3-0 and prevent Pakistan from leapfrogging
them. India captain Virat Kohli acknowledged his team’s
improvement since they lost a four-test series 2-0 in
Australia early last year, but was in no danger of getting
carried away with the ranking. He knows there will be big-
ger fish to fry than the struggling Windies, with eight home
tests looming against New Zealand and England before
year’s end.

“Ever since Australia we’ve really tightened up the
screws and brought the team back to the top in test cricket
but (it could be) a pretty short-lived one,” Kohli said after
his opposite number, Jason Holder, won the toss and opted
to bat. “We know the (ranking) table’s pretty close. We
haven’t played the number of games the other teams have
played, so I think we’ll be in a better position to judge our-
selves as a team at the end of this long season.” Ishant did
not open the attack but after biding his time in the field for
11 overs, the lanky paceman struck with his first ball, a ris-
ing delivery that Leon Johnson, on nine, could only fend
into the diving hands of Rohit Sharma at short leg.

Off-spinner Ashwin then dismissed Darren Bravo in the
15th over with a beautiful delivery that pitched on leg
stump and turned to take the number three’s off stump.
Opener Kraigg Brathwaite was unbeaten on 32 when rain
stopped play, with Marlon Samuels on four. The Umpires
subsequently suspended play for the day as the rain contin-
ued and the outfield become increasingly waterlogged.
India made two changes from the third test, bringing in
opener Murali Vijay for Shikhar Dhawan and Cheteshwar
Pujara as an extra batsman in place of spinner Ravindra
Jadeja. West Indies brought in leg-spinner Devendra Bishoo
for pace bowler Alzarri Joseph. —Reuters

DHAKA: Bangladesh cricket authorities said yesterday they
have sacked the national team’s assistant coach Ruwan
Kalpage after he failed to report for duty. The Bangladesh
Cricket Board (BCB) had asked Sri Lankan Kalpage to join the
national team’s conditioning camp by August 16 ahead of a
home series against England. “We set a deadline for him to
join, but he did not respond,” BCB chief executive officer
Nizamuddin Chowdhury told AFP. “Therefore we decided to
terminate his contract,” Chowdhury said.

Kalpage had reportedly expressed concerns over his safety
in Bangladesh following an attack by Islamist extremists on a

Dhaka cafe last month that left 22 people, mostly foreigners,
dead. The country has been reeling from months of gruesome
killings of religious minorities and secular activists, with many
of the attacks claimed by the Islamic State (IS) group. Two oth-
er Sri Lankans-head coach Chandika Hathurusinghe and fit-
ness trainer Mario Villavarayan-as well as Zimbabwean fielding
coach Richard Halsall have already joined the camp, after the
BCB provided them with armed security guards. Kalpage
joined Bangladesh as assistant coach on a two-year contract in
August 2014 and was earlier this year given an extension until
the 2019 World Cup. —AFP

Bangladesh sack coach Kalpage for no-show

Brett Lee changes pitch 

in Bollywood film debut

MUMBAI: He is used to playing in front of packed crowds in sporting sta-
diums-now Australian cricketing great Brett Lee is hoping to win new
fans as his debut movie hits cinemas in India. In an email interview with
AFP ahead of the release of feature film UNIndian in India on Friday, Lee
said he hoped his fledgling role may prove a stepping stone into the
country’s cinematic heartland. “Maybe a Bollywood movie next! Fingers
crossed people enjoy this film,” he said.

With his tousled blond hair and twinkly eyes, the Australian fast
bowler enjoys huge popularity in cricket-mad India after a decade play-
ing matches on the subcontinent. “Both have different challenges,” Lee
said of his switch from sport to the silver screen. With the tagline “getting
spicy everywhere”, the cross-cultural comedy is directed by Indian-
Australian director Anupam Sharma and set in Sydney, featuring a large
Indian cast. “I’ve grown up playing cricket so this acting stuff is brand
new. That keeps it fresh and exciting,” Lee said. “UnIndian was a wonder-
ful opportunity with a really positive message.” He took acting classes to
prepare for playing Will, an English teacher who falls in love with beautiful
single mother Meera, played by Tannishtha Chatterjee in the cross-cultur-
al romcom. But they face an obstacle in the form of Meera’s friends and
family who want the divorcee to marry a successful Indian man. “I’m
always about being as professional as possible,” Sydney-based Lee said of
his acting training.

The film did not escape the scissors of India’s notoriously prudish
censors, however, who cut some of the steamier scenes from the
Indian release. In its review, the Times of India newspaper lauded Lee’s
acting debut as well as the film’s love story for steering clear of clichÈs.
“Brett Lee, the former cricketer-turned-actor, is surprisingly a natural
on camera. He slips into his casual role effortlessly. The speedster’s fans
won’t be disappointed for sure,” the mass circulation English-language
daily said. —AFP
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LEICESTER: Following opening-day
defeats, champions Leicester City and
Arsenal, last season’s Premier League
top two, will be desperate to get their
campaigns in gear at the King Power
Stadium today. Three months on from
their fairytale 5,000-1 title win,
Leicester were stunned 2-1 by crisis
club Hull City last weekend, while
injury-depleted Arsenal were run
ragged by Liverpool in a 4-3 home
defeat. With Manchester United,
Manchester City and Chelsea winning
their first games, it has left both teams
playing catch-up already, but Leicester
manager Claudio Ranieri refuses to
panic.

“Our strength is the same. We have
good spirit and work well on the train-
ing ground,” said the Italian. “We won’t
change our mentality. We are strong
and we believe. We know we have to
work hard. “We have to do everything
right then accept what is our destiny.”
Leicester’s opening result could scarce-
ly have been more chastening, as they
lost to a Hull team who are currently
without a permanent manager and
who were able to select only 13 fit sen-
ior players. Riyad Mahrez briefly drew
Leicester level with a penalty, but
Jamie Vardy endured a torrid after-
noon, notably producing an embar-
rassing air-shot at one point in the first
half.

The days that have followed have
yielded more positive news, however,

with Mahrez following the lead of
Vardy, captain Wes Morgan and goal-
keeper Kasper Schmeichel by signing a
new four-year contract.  Vardy,
Leicester’s top scorer last term, reject-
ed a move to Arsenal during the close
season and the north London club
were also reported to have made over-
tures to Mahrez, England’s reigning
Player of the Season.

Arsenal manager Arsene Wenger
said on Thursday that he had no choice
but to “respect” Vardy’s decision, while
he hailed Mahrez as “outstanding”.
Arsenal did the double over Leicester
last season, inflicting two of their three
league defeats with a 5-2 away win and
a last-gasp 2-1 victory at the Emirates
Stadium. Wenger’s men were the only
team to win at the King Power over the
course of the campaign, but the
Frenchman is aware that Leicester’s
pace on the counter-attack makes
them uniquely dangerous opponents.

Koscielny ‘gamble’ 
“The challenge will be exactly the

same,” said Wenger, whose side are
unbeaten against Leicester in 21
encounters stretching back to
November 1994. “They have exactly
the same qualities as they had last year
and they are a team who are very quick
on the break and defend well as a unit.
“The challenge for them is to do well
again and to show that their last year
was not a one-off. “We have to address

our defensive weaknesses from last
week without compromising our style
of play. We need to continue being
very dangerous going forward and
accept the way we play.”

Arsenal were missing several first-
team players against Liverpool and
Wenger’s starting XI remains difficult
to predict.  With centre-backs Per
Mertesacker and Gabriel absent, he has
indicated he may “gamble” on the
match fitness of Laurent Koscielny,
after young pair Calum Chambers and
Rob Holding had to fill  in against
Liverpool. Koscielny has not played
since Euro 2016 and both his France
team-mate Olivier Giroud and
Germany playmaker Mesut Ozil are in
the same boat.

Aaron Ramsey, a semi-finalist with
Wales at Euro 2016, did play against
Liverpool, only to succumb to a ham-
string injury that is expected to keep him
out until after the forthcoming interna-
tional break. Nigerian forward Alex Iwobi,
meanwhile, sustained a thigh injury.
Where Arsenal have several holes in their
squad, Leicester are at full strength and
will welcome back centre-back Robert
Huth from suspension. Huth sat out the
trip to Hull, with Luis Hernandez, a close-
season signing from Sporting Gijon, tak-
ing his place alongside Morgan. Ranieri,
though, has warned that his players are
still some way short of full match fitness.
“Nobody is 100 percent,” he said. “They
are 70 percent, not 100 percent.” —AFP 

LONDON: Liverpool’s Spanish defender Alberto Moreno (L) slides in to tackle Arsenal’s Welsh midfielder
Aaron Ramsey (R) during the English Premier League football match between Arsenal and Liverpool at the
Emirates Stadium. —AFP

Leicester and Arsenal 

seek to pick up pieces

Chelsea bid to 

continue solid 

start under Conte
WATFORD: Chelsea manager Antonio Conte will pit his wits against
a familiar face yoday as his side travel to face a Watford side coached
by fellow Italian Walter Mazzarri. Conte was recruited by the
Stamford Bridge hierarchy partly because of his reputation as a
determined and demanding coach, qualities he demonstrated with
Italy and Juventus. The 47-year-old’s animated reaction to Diego
Costa’s late winner on Monday in their Premier League opener
against West Ham United confirmed that whatever happens during
his first season in charge, Conte will lead from the front as he
attempts to reverse the decline of last season.

His impact has already been felt, with Costa and Eden Hazard in
particular responding positively to the new man’s methods, if that
first game is anything to go by. Centre-back Gary Cahill is clear
Conte’s arrival has brought changes in the wake of last season when
Jose Mourinho oversaw a disastrous first half of the campaign before
Guus Hiddink helped steady the ship.

“He’s added spirit, he’s added organisation and a lot of disci-
pline,” Cahill told the club’s official website. “Players know exactly
what their role should be at each individual time they’re on the pitch.
“He wants to win. You can see how animated he is on the side of the
pitch and he’s like that when we’re working. He wants to win, just
like the rest of us.” It will take more than passion, hard work and an
energetic celebration or two to steer Chelsea back into title con-
tention although given how badly a league-winning team lost its
way last year to finish 10th, creating a new, winning mentality is right
up there on Conte’s to-do list.

The manager, though, is also keen to strengthen the squad and
hopes to add Napoli centre-back Kalidou Koulibaly and Everton strik-
er Romelu Lukaku before the end of this month. Dinamo Zagreb
keeper Eduardo also appears to be on his way to west London with
the arrival of the Portuguese likely to trigger the departure of Asmir
Begovic. Mazzarri oversaw a creditable opening-day 1-1 draw at
Southampton in his first game in charge since being installed as suc-
cessor to Quique Sanchez Flores.

Like Conte, Mazzarri does not believe his squad is complete and
the club is stepping up its efforts to bring in Sunderland centre-back
Younes Kaboul and Juventus winger Roberto Pereyra. Pereyra is
believed to be on the brink of signing a five-year deal and the busi-
ness could even be concluded in time for the Argentina international
to face Chelsea. They will be without Ben Watson, however, after the
midfielder was sent off at St Mary’s just 12 minutes after appearing
as a substitute. Isaac Success, the club’s £12.5 million ($16.4m, 14.4m
euros) signing from Granada, is again unlikely to feature while he
builds up his match fitness. —AFP

Pochettino looks

to build round

playmaker Eriksen
LONDON: Tottenham Hotspur manager Mauricio Pochettino is
planning to further strengthen his squad during the remaining
weeks of the transfer window and expects Christian Eriksen to com-
mit his long-term future to the club. Pochettino is attempting to
bring together a group of players capable of coping with the
demands of playing in the Champions League and improving on
last season’s third-place finish.

Today’s visit of Crystal Palace to White Hart Lane presents
Pochettino’s side with the opportunity to get their campaign up and
running following the opening day 1-1 draw at Everton. The
Argentinian admits there is still business to be done, although he
insists that does not include the possible exit of Juventus target
Eriksen. The 24-year-old Danish international playmaker has two
years left on his current contract and Pochettino sees the player as
someone he intends to build his side around. “He is very happy here
and we are happy with him and we will see what happens in the
next few weeks,” Pochettino said.

Contract issues 
“He has two more years on his contract and it is only a question

of time before he agrees a new contract.” Midfielder Nabil
Bentaleb’s future is far less certain with Pochettino admitting he
would be willing to allow the Algerian to leave. He insists Clinton
N’Jie remains part of his plans despite suggestions he could be used
as part of a deal to bring in Marseille’s Georges-Kevin N’Koudou.
“Bentaleb is not in my plans but Clinton is in the squad and is at the
club,” said Pochettino. “I am very happy with the summer. I know
this is difficult in this crazy business that today is football. —AFP
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MELBOURNE:  This file photo taken on July 26, 2016 shows Juventus’ players posing for a photograph ahead of the
International Champions Cup football match between Italy’s Serie A team Juventus and Premier League team Tottenham
Hotspur. —AFP

ROME: After a busy close season in the trans-
fer market, Juventus kick off their bid for a
record sixth consecutive Serie A title on
Saturday by entertaining Fiorentina. The visit
of Paulo Sousa’s squad, fifth last season, will
provide a tricky first examination for a Juve
side that has seen change aplenty in the close
season. Coach Massimiliano Allegri let talis-
manic midfielder Paul Pogba depart for
Manchester United in a record 105m euros
($118m) to fund a broader strengthening of a
squad seeking to conquer Europe after five
years of domestic domination.

New faces include striker Gonzalo Higuain,
prised away from Napoli after his 36-goal 2015-
16 campaign, former Roma midfielder Miralem
Pjanic, Brazilian wing-back Dani Alves and
Mehdi Benatia, the Morocco defender who has
joined on loan from Bayern Munich. Of the new
arrivals, only Pjanic and Alves look certain to
start on Saturday with Allegri expected to give
Higuain more time to get in shape after he
returned from his summer break looking dis-
tinctly overweight.

Benatia knows he will have a tough time
breaking into a Juve back three comprised of
three of the world’s most admired defenders,
Andrea Barzagli, Leonardo Bonucci and Giorgio
Chiellini. But he insists that is partly what drew
him to the club.”There are great expectations.
Apparently people are discounting the outcome
(of the title race) but it is never that easy,” he said.

Napoli fans seething 
Juve triggered Higuain’s release clause

with a 90-million-euro ($102m) bid. The
Argentina international’s goalscoring record
cannot be disputed but sceptics question
whether he will fit Allegri’s 3-5-2 system
after thriving as a traditional number nine
with two wide men in Napoli’s 4-3-3. Allegri
also has Croatian striker Mario Mandzukic
and the deeper-lying Paulo Dybala at his dis-
posal and Benatia believes the latter could
be a perfect foil for his compatriot Higuain.
“Up front, we are fortunate to have great
players. If Higuain and Dybala manage to hit
the same numbers as last year and we do
our job at the back, we will be close to the
title.”

Roma, third last season, are also in action
on Saturday, with veteran club captain
Francesco Totti, 40 next month, beginning
his 24th season as part of the squad which
wil l  entertain Udinese at the Stadio
Olimpico. AC Milan, in the process of being
taken over by new Chinese owners, enter-
tain Torino on Sunday while neighbours
Inter travel to Chievo for their first competi-
tive fixture since Frank de Boer replaced for-
mer boss Roberto Mancini. Napoli fans still
seething over Higuain’s departure will be
anxiously awaiting news of whether Kalidou
Koulibaly is  included in the squad for
Sunday’s trip to newcomers Pescara.

Outstanding with Napoli as they finished
runners-up last term, Koulibaly is the subject
of interest from Chelsea, who were reported
this week to have tabled a 60-million-pound
($79m) bid for the Senegal defender.

Balotelli bid? 
Pescara secured a return to the top flight

after a three-year absence by winning the
Serie B play-off. Among the three new boys,
Cagliari look best equipped to survive in the
top flight. The Sardinian club has retained
the bulk of the squad that topped Serie B last
season and added experienced figures
including veteran Portugal defender Bruno
Alves. Cagliari begin their campaign on
Sunday at Genoa, whose new Croatian coach
Ivan Juric joined from another promoted
outfit, Crotone.

Based in the southern region of Calabria,
tiny Crotone make their Serie A debut at
Bologna, the only one of the 2015 promot-
ed clubs to survive last season. From one of
Italy’s poorest regions, Crotone play in a
less than 10,000-capacity stadium but club
president Raffaele Vrenna has big ambi-
tions. He said this week he wants to bring a
top player to the sole of Italy’s boot and
suggested Mario Balotelli could fit the bill.
“We have a good record of revitalizing play-
ers who have fallen by the wayside, so why
not go for Balotelli?” he said. —AFP

Juve face tricky first

test in title defense

Barcelona add 

youth ahead 

of treble bid

BARCELONA: Barcelona head into the new sea-
son looking to wrestle the Champions League
trophy back from Real Madrid, while defending
their La Liga and Copa del Rey titles for the third
year running. Having already started the season
in the best way possible, by beating Sevilla and
lifting the Spanish Super Cup, Luis Enrique has
won a magnificent eight trophies out of 10 com-
petitions entered as the club’s coach.

Expectation levels have been raised so high
for his side that anything but another treble will
be interpreted in some quarters as disappoint-
ing, even if the reality is that simply winning the
league title for three consecutive years would be
an incredible feat. Barcelona have been active in
the summer transfer market, spending around
80 million euros ($90.8m) to bring in four players
in Samuel Umtiti, Denis Suarez, Lucas Digne and
Andre Gomes.

There is a clear plan at the club to bring in
young players, with all the new signings 22 years
old when they joined the club. The long-term
hope is that they can replace four of the existing
veterans in the team. Barca have searched long
and hard for a centre-back to partner Gerard
Pique, but Thomas Vermaelen and Jeremy
Mathieu are just two of the men who have not
managed to dislodge Javier Mascherano. The
hope is that Umtiti can do so. —AFP

ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE

Stoke City v Man City 14:30
beIN SPORTS 2 HD
West Bromwich v Everton 17:00
beIN SPORTS 13 HD EN
Watford v Chelsea 17:00
beIN SPORTS 11 HD EN
Tottenham v Crystal Palace 17 :00
beIN SPORTS 1 HD
Swansea City v Hull City 17:00
beIN SPORTS 12 HD EN
Burnley v Liverpool 17:00
beIN SPORTS 2 HD
Leicester City v Arsenal 19:30
beIN SPORTS 2 HD

SPANISH LEAGUE

FC Barcelona v Real Betis 19:15
beIN SPORTS 
Granada v Villarreal 21:15
beIN SPORTS
Sevilla v RCD Espanyol 23:15
beIN SPORTS 

ITALIAN CALCIO LEAGUE

AS Roma v Udinese Calcio 19:00
beIN SPORTS
Juventus FC v Fiorentina 21:45
beIN SPORTS

FRENCH LEAGUE

Nantes v AS Monaco 18:00
beIN SPORTS
Lorient v Bastia 21:00
beIN SPORTS
Toulouse v Girondins 21:00
beIN SPORTS
Angers c OGC Nice 21:00
beIN SPORTS
Stade Rennes v Lorraine 21:00
beIN SPORTS
Lille OSC v Dijon 21:00
beIN SPORTS

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)



RIO DE JANEIRO: Indian wrestler Narsingh
Yadav was handed a four-year doping ban on
Thursday after the World Anti-Doping Agency
won its appeal against his earlier exoneration.
An Indian anti-doping disciplinary panel had
ruled earlier this month that the freestyle
wrestler  was a victim of “sabotage”,  and
cleared him to compete in Rio.  Freestyle
wrestling started yesterday. Yadav had said his
supplements and water had been sabotaged
and lodged a police complaint against a junior
wrestler accusing him of contaminating his

food at the Sports Authority of India training
centre in Sonepat.

WADA filed an urgent application before
CAS to challenge the decision of NADA India to
exonerate Yadav following two positive dop-
ing tests in June and July. “The CAS Panel did
not accept the argument of the athlete that he
was the victim of sabotage and noted that
there was no evidence that he bore no fault,
nor that the anti-doping rule violation was not
intentional,” CAS said, announcing a four-year
period of ineligibility. The Wrestling Federation

of India has demanded a probe into the dop-
ing scandal by the country’s top crime-fighting
agency, while Yadav has vowed to do every-
thing to clear his name.

“To say I am devastated at the decision of
CAS would be putting it mildly,” the wrestler
said in a statement. “My dream of competing
and winning the country a medal at the Rio
Games has been cruelly snatched away from
me twelve hours before my first bout, but I will
do everything it takes to prove my innocence.
“It is all I have left to fight for.” —Reuters
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Rio braces for 

delicious US-Cuba 

boxing clash

RIO DE JANEIRO: London gold medalist
Robeisy Ramirez will go up against rising
star Shakur Stevenson for the ban-
tamweight title at the Rio Olympics
today in a mouthwatering Cuba-US box-
ing final showdown. The 22-year-old
Ramirez was an easy winner in his semi-
final on Thursday while the teenage
American did not even have to throw a
punch after his Russian opponent failed
to recover from his controversial quarter-
final victory.

Relations between the US and Cuba
are much improved from the Cold War
and the two countries have restored ties,
meaning the Ramirez-Stevenson clash
will not have the political overtones of
yesteryear. But it still leaves two of the
biggest talents in Rio to slug it out for
gold and Stevenson, 19, is anticipating a
cracker in what many observers believe
should be the fight of the tournament in
Rio. The last time an American and a
Cuban fought for an Olympic title was at
Atlanta 1996, when US light-mid-
dleweight David Reid stopped Alfredo
Duvergel.

“I think it will be a great match-up.
He’s a great fighter and you’ve got the
up-and-coming rising superstar from the
USA, but I plan on coming out victori-
ous,” said Stevenson. “I like competitive
fights but I want that gold medal and it’s
going to be a great fight, I promise,”
added Stevenson, who irrespective of
the result will turn professional after-
wards as part of Floyd Mayweather’s
growing stable of boxers. “Two skillful
fighters and I want to come out on top.
I’m ready,” he declared. “I watched a lot
of him. I already know what I’m in for and
I know he’s a great fighter. “I watched his
semi-final fight. He got it done and made
it look easy.”

Ramirez-who won the London
Olympics title at flyweight before mov-
ing up to bantamweight-was far too
good for the Uzbek Murodjon
Akhmadaliev in his semi-final, triumph-
ing on unanimous points. The United
States and Cuba are the two most suc-
cessful countries in Olympic boxing his-
tory, but Stevenson represents America’s
last chance for men’s boxing gold in Rio.
Also Thursday, another Cuban, Arlen
Lopez, similarly was victorious in his
semi-final at middleweight to tee up a
gold-medal bout with Uzbekistan’s
Bektemir Melikuziev, also today. —AFP 

BOXING

RIO DE JANEIRO: The chance to make history by
winning Brazil’s long-awaited first football gold
medal will override desire for revenge insists
Brazil coach Rogerio Micale ahead of today’s
final against Germany at Rio’s Maracana.
Germany inflicted the worst defeat in Brazil’s his-
tory in a 7-1 World Cup semi-final mauling just
two years ago.

The expectations of the host nation are placed
on star forward Neymar delivering gold having
missed that infamous clash in Belo Horizonte
through injury. But with no player who took to the
field two years ago set to start on Saturday, Micale
insists his group of young stars can only look to the
future rather than be burdened by the sins of sen-
ior teams gone by. “That was the World Cup team.
This is the Olympic team. Neymar never played
that match,” said Micale on Thursday. “The final has
nothing to do with that match. It is a different time,
different game, different players.” Micale’s men
overcame a difficult start to the competition with
0-0 draws against modest opposition in South
Africa and Iraq drawing boos from fans and fierce
criticism in the media.

Questions and doubts 
However, since then they have scored 12

goals without reply in three straight wins,
including a Neymar-inspired 6-0 thrashing of
Honduras in the semi-finals. “We have gone
through so much already during the tourna-
ment. There were strong challenges, questions
and doubts,” added Micale. “We have nothing
to do with our history. Let’s do our final match
and concentrate on our game.” Micale, who
also led the Brazil under-20 side to the World
Cup final last year, hopes a team not only
boasting Neymar, but wonder kids Gabriel
Jesus of Manchester City and the sought after
Gabriel Barbosa will rekindle the “essence” of
flair in Brazilian football. “We cannot forget our
essence, which is to get the most out of the
individual characteristics of our players to
break the opponents. “That is why so many
European teams come to get our players in
South America. “If you look at the offensive trio
of Barca (Lionel) Messi,  (Luis) Suarez and
Neymar that shows we have something.”

Yet, Micale lauded the continuity of the
German system which has brought through
another stellar group of young players just as
World Cup winning heroes l ike Bastian
Schweinsteiger and Lukas Podolski  have
retired from international football. “We are

impatient. We think we have to start at zero as
soon as something goes wrong. “We look for
scapegoats. There is no chance for continuity.
“We are playing against a team with the same
coach for three years. He saw the players
mature and the next coach will follow the
same line, method, it is a process. “We want
the last six months of Germany, but we don’t
want the last 12 years of work they’ve done.”
German coach Horst Hrubesch will take charge
for the final time at the Maracana after guiding
the world champions back to the Games for
the first time in 28 years by reaching the semi-
finals of last year’s under-21 European champi-
onships.

And after scoring 21 times in just f ive
matches to guarantee at least a silver medal,
Hrubesch said Brazil should be more con-
cerned about facing his on-fire strikers than he
is about stopping Neymar.  “We wil l  play
against Brazil not just Neymar. “If you ask me
about Neymar, I would say what are they going
to do against our forwards? They have scored
21 goals,” said the former Borussia Dortmund
striker. “I have known for three years I wanted
to be here. This is the path I have chosen to
train the under-21 team and now the dream
has come true. “I will leave laughing, but also
with a tear in my eye.” —AFP

History not revenge on Brazil 

minds for Germany rematch

RIO DE JANEIRO: Brazil’s Neymar celebrates after scoring a penalty against Honduras during their Rio 2016 Olympic Games men’s foot-
ball semifinal match at the Maracana stadium. —AFP

Indian wrestler Yadav given 4-year doping ban

SOCCER



RIO DE JANEIRO: Fifteen-year-old schoolgirl Ren
Qian followed in the footsteps of Chinese diving
great Fu Mingxia when she became the youngest
medalist of the Rio Games with her 10m platform
gold on Thursday. The reigning World Cup champi-
on becomes the second youngest winner of the
women’s 10m platform since Fu became the icon of
the 1992 Barcelona Games winning the 10m plat-
form aged 13 years.

Ren emerged from the shadows of 17-year-old
teammate Si Yajie, who had dominated the quali-
fiers and semi-finals in Rio, to give China six wins out
of seven events in the Olympic diving competition.
China have won the women’s 10m platform at sev-
en of the past nine Olympics, and had been
favorites on a warm afternoon with just a slight

breeze in the Maria Lenk Aquatics Centre. Ren was
the only diver to tally more than 90 points-which
she did on her last three of five dives-scoring 439.25
points to finish 19.85 points ahead of Si (419.40).

Canada’s Meaghan Benfeito (389.20) won her
third Olympic bronze, after the 27-year-old also fin-
ished third in the sychro event. “When I was a little
kid, I always had a dream to do diving,” said Ren,
who is hopeful of defending her title in Tokyo 2020.
Fu-a four-time Olympic gold medallist-successfully
defended her 10m platform title in Atlanta 1996.
“You never know how tall you will get. I am quite tall
for my age, but I will continue to work hard and
press on with my training,” she said.

Ren had finished second in last year’s worlds
behind North Korea’s Kim Kuk-hyang, who got off

to a nervous start and failed to get past
Wednesday’s qualifiers. But Ren was however not
totally happy with her performance. “It was pretty
good but not really perfect, up to my expectations.
You can consider me a perfectionist,” she said. “I
was lacking a bit of confidence in the beginning.”
Si was sporting in defeat to her younger team-
mate. “I really had high hopes and expectations for
the gold medal,” said Si. “But to be honest I think
my teammate is a better diver so I think that she
really deserved the gold.” The final diving event in
Rio will be the men’s 10m platform where China
will be bidding for another gold. Only Britain’s Jack
Laugher and Chris Mears’ synchronised 3m spring-
board gold on Wednesday will prevent a Chinese
sweep. —AFP
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‘Mammoth’ leads 

Brazil to beach 

volleyball gold

RIO DE JANEIRO: Alison “The Mammoth”
Cerutti and Bruno Schmidt sparked wild
scenes at a rain-soaked Copacabana stadi-
um as they powered to men’s beach volley-
ball gold at the Rio Olympics yesterday. The
hulking, 6ft 8ins (2.03m) Cerutti, a losing
finalist in 2012, and his new partner
Schmidt thumped Italy’s Paolo Nicolai and
Daniele Lupo 21-19, 21-17, prompting joy-
ous celebrations. Brazil’s public has shown
signs of ambivalence toward the Olympics
but the country can now celebrate a fifth
gold medal, sealed at its most famous
beach.

“It’s incredible. This is place is like the
Maracana of beach volleyball,” Cerutti said,
comparing the Copacabana venue to Rio’s
iconic football stadium. “I have no words to
describe what I feel.” After the win, Cerutti
leapt head-first into the stands to celebrate
with friends and family, and wept tears of
joy-just as he did when he won the silver
medal in 2012. “I wept in London and I wept
here. Both times were because I’ve won an
Olympic medal,” he said. “We’re a select
group, not many Brazilians have an Olympic
medal.” Wet conditions and a midnight start
failed to dampen spirits at Copacabana’s
packed-out temporary stadium, where fans
donned plastic ponchos and samba dancers
jiggled in the rain.

“The Mammoth” lived up to his nick-
name with an immense display at the net in
the first set. And after Nicolai brought up set
point with a wayward spike, it was a trade-
mark Cerutti block that sealed it 21-19. Italy
led 11-7 in the second set but Cerutti turned
the tables as he reeled off seven of Brazil’s
points in a row to put the world champions
level at 14-14. The Italians, no dwarves
themselves at 6ft 8ins (Nicolai) and 6ft 4ins
(Lupo), struggled to find a way past Cerutti.
Lupo ended flat on his back after a block.

When Nicolai nervously hit a serve out to
bring up match point, the Brazilians con-
verted with yet another block, triggering
screams of delight and dancing in the
stands. Brazil, who also won women’s silver
on Thursday, have come away with multiple
medals at every Olympics since beach vol-
leyball was added to the Games pro-
gramme in 1996. Earlier, Alexander Brouwer
and Robert Meeuwsen grabbed the
Netherlands’ first ever Olympic beach vol-
leyball medal after a tight third-place play-
off against Russia. Brouwer and Meeuwsen
shrugged off serving problems to edge the
first set 23-21 against Russia’s Viacheslav
Krasilnikov and Konstantin Semenov. A
heavy spike from the 6ft 9ins Meeuwsen
sealed the second set 22-20 and ensured
the Dutch went home with bronze. —AFP

VOLLEYBALL

RIO DE JANEIRO: It was a historic day in the
Olympic taekwondo competition on Thursday
as Ahmad Abughaush won Jordan’s first ever
Games medal and Kimia Alizadeh claimed a
first women’s medal for Iran. Abughaush beat
Alexey Denisenko of Russia 10-6 to win the
men’s under-68kg division while Alizadeh
landed bronze in the women’s under-57kg cat-
egory by beating Nikita Glasnovic of Sweden 5-
1. Abughaush took a congratulatory phone call
from the Jordanian royal family after his win
and dedicated victory to the kingdom.

“It’s an indescribable feeling to win the first
medal in the history of Jordan in all the sports,”
he said. “It’s also a great feeling to listen to the
national anthem of Jordan being played in Rio
in front of the whole world.” The women’s
under-57kg weight division saw Briton Jade
Jones retain her Olympic crown, easi ly
despatching Eva Calvo of Spain 16-7 in the
final. “I am so happy for Iranian girls because it
is  the f irst  medal and I  hope at the next

Olympics we will get a gold,” said Alizadeh.
“I am very excited and I want to thank my

parents and my coach.  They real ly stand
behind me and I am so happy.”

Amazing achievement 
Great things have been expected of

Alizadeh, who won the Youth Olympics two
years ago and last year took bronze at the
world championships, beating Jones in the
quarter-finals. But the Briton came up trumps
in Rio. “It feels unbelievable. I didn’t realise
how much pressure I would feel but to pull this
off is amazing,” Jones, 23, told the BBC. “I am
still young so to be double Olympic champion
already is crazy. I’ve been crying in between
sessions because I was so stressed but I did it
when it mattered. I’m buzzing.”

Yet her achievement paled in comparison
with that of Alizadeh, who has had to overcome
innumerable obstacles in her home country.
Deeply conservative Iran has had few women

competitors at the Olympics, particularly since
the Islamic revolution in 1979. Archer Lida
Fariman was the first to be allowed to compete
at the 1992 Games in Barcelona. But clothing
obligations imposed by hardline religious lead-
ers continue to place barriers to women com-
peting freely, and on a level pegging, in many
sports. Women are also banned from watching
sports in Iran where men are present.

Earlier in these Games, an Iranian woman
was asked to leave the volleyball arena in Rio
after she held up a banner protesting against
her country’s laws. Darya Safai held a sign say-
ing: “Let Iranian women enter their stadiums.”
Safai ,  who was born in Iran but l ives in
Belgium, was allowed to stay after refusing to
leave the Iran-Egypt men’s match. South
Korea’s Lee Dae-hoon and Joel Gonzalez of
Spain, a gold medallist in London, won the
men’s under-68kg bronze medals,  while
Hedaya Malak of  Egypt landed the other
women’s bronze. —AFP

Jordanian and Iranian 

make Olympic history

RIO DE JANEIRO: Jordan’s Ahmad Abughaush celebrates after winning against Russia’s Alexey Denisenko
in the men’s taekwondo gold medal bout in the-68kg category as part of the Rio 2016 Olympic Games, on
August 18, 2016, at the Carioca Arena 3. (INSET) Iran’s Kimia Alizadeh Zenoorin poses with her bronze
medal on the podium after the women’s taekwondo event in the -57kg category. —AFP photos

China’s Ren follows in Fu footsteps with gold



RIO DE JANEIRO: Wayde van Niekerk said he’s given
clean athletes a boost with his blistering 400m world
record-and admitted that even he didn’t believe such
a time was possible without drugs. The South African
produced a run for the ages at the Rio Olympics, when
he tore round the outside lane to smash Michael
Johnson’s hallowed, 17-year-old mark. Athletics’ bat-
tered reputation means every record attracts ques-
tions about drugs, but van Niekerk said his perform-
ances showed could what be accomplished clean.

“I think it could be a good testimony to other ath-
letes who want to play the game clean,” he told AFP. “I

thought you had to use something to run a sub-44,
and look where I am today. And I’ve done it clean and
I’ve done it simply by pure hard work and dedication
“If I can be a testimony, I think anyone else can do it, if
I could be an example for that,” he said in an interview
at the Visa Everywhere Lounge at Copacabana beach.
Track and field had a torrid build-up to the Rio Games,
with Russia’s team suspended en masse after revela-
tions of a state-backed doping conspiracy.

Van Niekerk’s record has been on the cards after
this year he became the first athlete to go sub-10sec
in the 100m, sub-20 sec in the 200m and sub-44sec in

the 400m. He said he was inspired by a motivational
talk from Usain Bolt whilst training this year in
Jamaica, when the sprint king urged him to grasp his
opportunities. “That’s why I go out there as hard as I
can because I don’t want to let go of opportunities
now I’m in the shape that I am in,” he said. “I’m really
taking that advice that he gave me and using every
single chance I get on the track to better myself.”
However, the 24-year-old had no sense that he was
about to beat Johnson’s 1999 record of 43.18sec,
despite a bold prediction from Bolt that he was about
to make history. —AFP
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De Grasse 

poised to fill 

Bolt void
RIO DE JANEIRO: While the people who
run athletics are dreading the day Usain
Bolt leaves their stage, Canadian Andre
de Grasse must be licking his lips at the
prospect having emerged as the man
most likely to fill the void. De Grasse
chased Bolt home for silver in Thursday’s
200 meters final having taken a bronze in
the 100 last weekend. With 34-year-old
Justin Gatlin, who edged him in the 100,
due for retirement and with Bolt, who
turns 30 on Sunday, likely to hang up his
spikes after next year’s world champi-
onships, the 21-year-old De Grasse could
be the face of the next generation.

De Grasse showed in the semi-final
that he has the temperament for the big
stage when he took on Bolt in a laughing
match as they hurtled for the line togeth-
er, refusing to slow down despite the
pleas of the Jamaican. Bolt dismissed his
antics as the uncool act of a “young man
who will learn” but De Grasse was not
phased and said he had just wanted to
make the greatest sprinter in history
work a bit harder. In Thursday’s final, De
Grasse ran a superbly controlled race to
finish second in 20.02 behind Bolt’s
19.98, well clear of Frenchman
Christophe Lemaitre in 20.12.

Having also taken a share of a bronze
in the 100m in last year’s world champi-
onships - Canada’s first global sprint
medal since 1999 - and claimed a sprint
double in the Pan-Am Games, it is clear
De Grasse is a big stage performer. He
has the times too with new Rio pbs of
9.91, second in Canada only behind
Donovan Bailey’s 1996 gold-winning
9.84 and 19.80, a Canadian record. “I’m
really happy with two medals but my
race today could have been better,” he
said. “I couldn’t really tell what hap-
pened. I came off the bend and tried to
do something, tried to go, but maybe I
used up too much energy in the semi-
final. “Yesterday I ran relaxed. My race
today could have been better.”

For a man born six years after the
1988 Olympics,  the name of Ben
Johnson probably does not feature
much in his thinking, but an older gen-
eration of fans will be willing De Grasse
topush that 100m best under 9.79 That
was the magic, annulled, but-ever pres-
ent drug-fuelled time Johnson posted
to win in Seoul before subsequently
being banned. Perhaps instead they
should dwell on another altogether
more innocent era, as the last time
Canada claimed a medal in an Olympic
200m final was when Percy Williams
won in 1928. —Reuters

RIO DE JANEIRO: Malaysia’s Lee Chong Wei
said he was “very proud” to have avenged
two heartbreaking Olympic badminton final
defeats to Lin Dan with a last-four victory
against his nemesis at Rio yesterday. The bad-
minton world number one lost the first game
21-15 but took the second 21-11 before sen-
sationally keeping his gold medal dreams
alive with a 22-20 victory in the third. Lee,
who has never won a world or Olympic title,
sunk to his knees as he finally beat his old foe
before the pair  removed their  shirts and
embraced on the court.

“This is the first time I’ve beaten Lin Dan in
a big competition. Today Lin Dan and I played
a great game and I’m very proud to beat him,”
a relieved Lee told reporters. The arch-rivals
were locked at 16-16 in the final game before
Lee took a 20-17 lead to have three match
points to win it, only for Lin to dramatically
haul it back to 20-all. Lee, who lost the last
two Olympic finals to his arch-rival Lin, said it
had been a more nervy end to the match than
he would have liked after letting those match

points slip by. “In 2012 I had a lead and I lost,”
explained Lee. “In my mind I was just thinking
don’t lose,” the Malaysian added.

At Beijing in 2008 Lin humiliated Lee 21-
12, 21-8 in the gold medal showdown to
become Olympic champion for the first time.
Four years later in London it was far closer as
the Chinese shuttler edged it 21-15, 10-21, 21-
19 to become a double Olympic champion
and forcing Lee to collect silver for a second
time. Yesterday’s last-four clash was almost
certain to be the last time the arch-rivals meet
at an Olympics with both Lee, 33 and Lin, 32,
expected to have retired by the time Tokyo
2020 rolls around. Chinese superstar Lin said
the match had been of the “best quality”.

“I feel this was a magic moment for the
Olympic Games,” he told reporters, adding
however that he regretted that his Olympic
rivalry with Lee had ended with a defeat. Lee
said he would feel the pressure of having that
elusive gold medal within touching range but
would just try to go out and enjoy Saturday’s
final against China’s Chen Long. The fact that
Malaysia has never won an Olympic gold in
any sport will add to the weight of expecta-
tion. “Yeah, there’s more pressure on my side
now as I’ve never been Olympic champion.
Just one more step now. I will try my very

best in the final tomorrow,” said Lee. The
Malaysian will do battle with world number
two Chen, who Lee recently usurped at the
top of  the  rankings ,  a f ter  the  Chinese
breezed past Denmark’s Viktor Axelsen 21-14,
21-15. 

Marin screeches to gold
Spanish badminton world number one

Carolina Marin defeated Indian shuttler PV
Sindhu in three games to win Olympic gold in
the women’s singles yesterday. Marin, who
celebrated almost every victorious point by
shrieking at the top of her voice, lost the first
game 21-19 but grabbed the second 21-12
before clinching gold with a 21-15 win in the
decider. It was a first gold medal for the 23-
year-old Spaniard, who was told off by the
umpire  on several  occasions dur ing the
match because of the level of her screeching. 

The third and final game was locked at 10-
10 before Marin went 14-10 ahead. It was a
gap that Sindhu could not bridge as the
Spaniard went to 20-15 before finishing off
her Indian counterpart  in an engrossing
encounter. The 21-year-old Sindhu’s hard-
fought silver was India’s second medal of the
Rio Olympics after female wrestler Sakshi
Malik claimed bronze on Wednesday. —AFP

Magic moment as ‘proud’ 

Lee finally beats Rival Lin

RIO DE JANEIRO: Malaysia’s Lee Chong Wei returns against China’s Lin Dan during their men’s singles semi-final badminton match at
the Riocentro stadium. — AFP

Van Niekerk thought the 400m record impossible

BADMINTON
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Jordanian and Iranian 
make history SportsSports

RIO DE JANEIRO: Jamaica’s Usain Bolt celebrates after he won the Men’s 200m Final during the athletics event at the Rio 2016 Olympic Games at the Olympic Stadium. — AFP 

RIO DE JANEIRO: Usain Bolt won his second gold medal of the Rio
Olympics, brushing aside all-comers again in his favorite 200m sprint
but blamed his “ageing” body for missing his own world record. The
Jamaican triumphed as Britain’s Brownlee brothers dominated in
triathlon to keep their country ahead of China in the medals race.
Teenager Kimia Alizadeh became the first Iranian woman to win an
Olympic medal in taekwondo. The 29-year Bolt covered 200m in
19.78sec to easily beat Canadian Andre de Grasse and France’s
Christophe Lemaitre.

Before the race Bolt had said he would go for his world record of
19.19sec and his winning time was sluggish by the Jamaican’s exact-
ing standards. He indicated that as time catches up with his body he
may not run the 200m at the world championships next year in
London. “I wasn’t happy with the time, my body just wouldn’t
respond in the straight. I’m getting older and my body is ageing.
“Personally I think this is my last 200 but my coach may beg to differ.”
Bolt insisted that he has done enough to be ranked alongside sport’s
top heroes Pele and Muhammad Ali. “I am trying to be one of the
greatest. Be among Ali and Pele. “I hope after these Games I will be in
that bracket.”

A triumph in Friday’s 4x100m relay with Jamaica would give
him a ‘triple triple’-third straight sweep of the sprint golds-to bid
farewell to the Olympics. The reigning US 4x100m women’s relay

champions ran alone on the track to get a place in the final after
being given a reprieve by the IAAF. They were left facing disquali-
fication after a dropped baton exchange between Allyson Felix
and English Gardner. Judges ruled Felix had been knocked off-
balance by Brazilian runner Kauiza Venancio and allowed a race
against the clock.

The Americans managed it, got the fastest time and forced China
out of the final. Trinidad-born American Kerron Clement won the
men’s 400m hurdles gold, clocking 47.73sec to hold off a furious late
challenge from Kenya’s Boniface Tumuti. Turkey’s Cuban-born
Yasmani Copello claimed bronze. Dalilah Muhammad became the
first US winner in the women’s 400m hurdles.  The fastest woman in
the world this year over the distance, she blasted out of the blocks
and held on to a commanding lead for a deserved gold in 53.13sec. 

Sara Slott Petersen of Denmark took silver while Muhammad’s
team-mate Ashley Spencer claimed bronze. Defending champion
and world record holder Ashton Eaton won the decathlon title,
matching Briton Daley Thompson who won twice in 1980 and 1984.
“One day, I’m going to have to meet Daley, shake his hand and thank
him for giving me something to chase after,” said Eaton. The other
American gold came in the shot put, where Ryan Crouser won with a
best of 22.52 metres, a new Olympic record.

On Copacabana beach, Alistair and Jonny Brownlee became the

first British brothers to win Olympic gold and silver when they blitzed
the field in the men’s triathlon. “When we crossed that finish line I
was pretty emotional. ‘We’ve done it!’ I said to Alistair, because we
had done it,” declared Jonny. Brazilians also celebrated wildly on
Copacabana after Alison Cerutti and Bruno Schmidt won the men’s
beach volleyball title in the rain, beating Italy’s Paolo Nicolai and
Daniele Lupo 21-19, 21-17.

History was made in the taekwondo with a first medal ever for
Jordan, while Alizadeh claimed a first medal for an Iranian
woman. Britain’s Jade Jones beat Spain’s Eva Caldo 16-7 in the
women’s under 57kg final. But there was as much attention on
the bronze match where Alizadeh beat Sweden’s Nikita
Glasnovic 5-1. “I am so happy for Iranian girls because it is the
first medal and I hope at the next Olympics we will get a gold,”
said Alizadeh. Jordan’s Ahmad Abughaush Abughaush beat
Alexey Denisenko of Russia 10-6 to win the men’s under-68kg
division. Japanese duo Misaki Matsutomo and Ayaka Takahashi
claimed badminton women’s doubles gold. Elsewhere hosts
Brazil, New Zealand and Britain won sailing golds; Spain, Ukraine,
Hungary and Germany took the canoe and kayak titles on offer.
And Cuba’s three-time amateur world champion boxer Julio
Cesar La Cruz bamboozled Kazakhstan’s Adilbek Niyazymbetov
to win the light-heavyweight title. — AFP 

Brilliant Bolt storms to 200m gold

Blames ‘ageing’ body for missing record 


	p01
	p02
	p03
	p04
	p05
	p06
	p07
	p08
	p09
	p10
	p11
	p12
	p13
	p14
	p15
	p16
	P17
	P18
	P19
	P20
	p21
	p22
	p23
	p24
	p25
	p26
	p27
	p28
	p29
	p30
	p31
	p32
	p33
	p34
	p35
	p36
	p37
	p38
	p39
	p40
	P41
	p42
	p43
	p44
	p45
	p46
	p47
	p48

