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Putin flies into Crimea 
amid war games, tension

Omran, one child among 
the millions traumatized 

This combo of file pictures shows Muslim women wearing a niqab and burqas in India and Afghanistan. German Interior Minister Thomas de Maiziere attends a news conference after meet-
ing his state counterparts from the Conservative Union bloc in Berlin yesterday. — AFP/AP 

BERLIN: German Chancellor Angela Merkel’s conservatives
have agreed that women should be banned from wearing the
face veil in schools and universities and while driving, Interior
Minister Thomas de Maiziere said yesterday. The move follows
an influx last year of more than 1 million, mainly Muslim,
refugees from Syria, Iraq and Afghanistan, and growing securi-
ty fears among the public after two Islamist attacks and a
shooting rampage by a mentally unstable teenager. Regional
interior ministers belonging to Merkel’s Christian Democrats
(CDU) and her Christian Social Union (CSU) allies presented a
declaration in Berlin on tougher security measures, including
more police and greater surveillance in public areas.

Among the more disputed proposals is a call for a partial
ban on the burqa and niqab garments. Lorenz Caffier, interior
minister for the state of Mecklenburg-Vorpommern, said the
full body veil is a barrier to integration, encourages parallel
societies and suggests women are inferior. “We all reject the
full veil - not only the burqa but also other types of full veil
that only leave the eyes visible ... It has no place in our society,”
de Maiziere told reporters.

“Baring one’s face is essential for our communication, co-
existence and social cohesion and that’s why we’re asking
everyone to show their faces. We want to introduce a law to
make people show their faces and that means that those who
breach that law will have to feel the consequences.” The con-
servative interior ministers want to ensure women show their

face while driving, when they register with authorities, at pass-
port controls and at demonstrations. They also want civil ser-
vants, teachers, students at schools and universities, judges
and witnesses in court to be banned from wearing the full veil.

Coalition Partner Opposes Move
De Maiziere said that the regional interior ministers’ declara-

tion sent a signal that the full veil was not wanted in Germany,
although it was not possible to fully ban everything that was
undesirable. The CDU proposals must be adopted by the govern-
ment before they can become law. The debate over a ban on the
face veil has divided Merkel’s ruling coalition; her Social Democrat
(SPD) junior coalition partners largely oppose the demands.

The CDU’s calls for a partial ban come as it has lost support
to the anti-immigrant Alternative for Germany (AfD) party,
which says Islam is incompatible with the constitution and
wants to ban the burqa and minarets on mosques. The AfD is
expected to perform well in regional elections in Berlin and
the eastern state of Mecklenburg-Vorpommern in September.

SPD Labour Minister Andrea Nahles has said the calls were
a sign of an “increasingly xenophobic” political discourse in
Germany and could be a serious setback to efforts to inte-
grate immigrants. Justice Minister Heiko Mass, also from the
SPD, said debates about the burqa and security should be
kept separate.

Germany has nearly four million Muslims, about five per-

cent of the total population. There are no official statistics on
the number of women wearing a burqa - which covers the
face and body - in Germany but Aiman Mazyek, leader of its
Central Council of Muslims, has said hardly any women wear it.
A study carried out by the Federal Office for Migration and
Refugees in 2009 found that more than two-thirds of Muslim
women in Germany did not even wear a headscarf. The niqab
covers the hair and face except for the eyes.

Public debate about a ban on full body veils has broken out
in several European countries since three French
Mediterranean cities banned body-covering Muslim burkini
swimwear, saying the burkini defies French laws on secular-
ism. France, which has the largest Muslim minority in Europe,
estimated at 5 million, has banned the wearing of the niqab
and burqa in public since 2010.

Bilkey Oney, a Turkish-born integration expert from the
SPD, said a burqa ban was too blunt an instrument to fight
radicalization. “In France they long ago outlawed the burqa
but it apparently couldn’t stop a single terror attack. However I
don’t like the mentality behind a burqa either - it is a piece of
clothing that no emancipated woman can accept,” she told
the daily Die Welt. She said that rather than regulating cloth-
ing, Germany would be better served by expanding integra-
tion efforts. “You have to convince people to no longer want
(the burqa). We must ensure that Muslims and migrants eman-
cipate themselves but that will take time.” — Agencies 
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