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Trump advisers waged 

covert influence drive
Ukraine details payments to top aide

WASHINGTON: A firm run by Donald
Trump’s campaign chairman - who
resigned early yesterday -  directly
orchestrated a covert Washington lob-
bying operation on behalf of Ukraine’s
then-ruling political party, attempting
to sway American public opinion in
favor of the country’s pro-Russian gov-
ernment, emails obtained by AP. Paul
Manafort and his deputy, Rick Gates,
never disclosed their work as foreign
agents as required under federal law.

The lobbying included attempts to
gain posit ive press coverage of
Ukrainian officials in The New York
Times, The Wall Street Journal and AP.
Another goal: Undercutting American
public sympathy for the imprisoned
rival of Ukraine’s then-president. At the
time, European and American leaders
were pressuring Ukraine to free her.
Gates personally directed the work of
two prominent Washington lobbying
firms in the matter, the emails show.
He worked for Manafort’s political con-
sulting firm at the time.

Trump announced yesterday that
he had accepted Manafort’s resigna-
tion as campaign chairman, less than
one day after AP revealed the scope of
Manafort’s firm’s secretive role lobby-
ing for  Ukraine pol it ical  leaders .
Manafort had used the vital though
unpaid position to steer Trump’s cam-
paign over the past several months.
Gates did not immediately response to
text and email messages inquiring
whether he will remain with the cam-
paign. Gates’ voicemail was full.

Manafort ’s  and Gates’  lobbying
activities carry outsized importance as
they played a formative role building
out Trump’s campaign operation after
pushing out early  r ival ,  Corey
Lewandowski. The new disclosures
about their work come as Trump faces
criticism for his friendly overtures to
Russian President Vladimir Putin.

Trump said Thursday night that, if
elected, he will ask senior officials in
his administration not to accept speak-
ing fees, for five years after leaving
office, from corporations that lobby “or
from any entity tied to a foreign gov-
ernment.” He said it was among his
efforts to restore honor to govern-
ment. Manafort and Gates previously
said they were not doing work that
required them to register as foreign
agents.

The emails obtained by AP show
that Gates directed Washington lobby-
ing firms, Mercury LLC and the Podesta
Group Inc., between 2012 and 2014 to
set  up meetings between a top
Ukrainian official and senators and
congressman on influential commit-
tees involving Ukrainian interests.
Gates said in the emails that the offi-
cial, the foreign minister, did not want
to use his own embassy in the United
States to help coordinate the visits.

Gates also told the firms to gather
information in the US on a rival lobby-
ing operation, including a review of its
public lobbying disclosures, to deter-
mine who was behind that effort, the
emails show. And Gates pushed the

firms to undercut sympathy for Yulia
Tymoshenko, an imprisoned rival of
then-President Viktor Yanukovych. The
Ukrainian leader eventually fled the
country in Feb 2014 during a popular
revolt prompted in part by his govern-
ment’s crackdown on protesters and
close ties to Russia.

The emails do not describe details
about the role of Manafort, who was
Gates’  boss at  the f i rm,  DMP
International LLC. Current and former
employees at Mercury and the Podesta
Group, some of whom spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity because they are
subject to non-disclosure agreements,
told the AP that Manafort oversaw the
lobbying efforts and spoke by phone

about them. Gates was directing
actions and seeking information using
an email address at DMP International,
which he still uses.

Payments 
Ukraine’s anti-corruption body early

yesterday released entries from once-
secret accounting documents that pur-
port to show payments from the pro-
Russian political party earmarked for
Manafort .  The documents show
Manafort’s name listed as a recipient of
funds totaling $12.7 million in 22 line-
item entries. Ukraine’s National Anti-
Corruption Bureau said, however, that
it cannot prove that Manafort actually
received the money because other
people, including a prominent deputy
for the Party of the Regions, signed for
him in those entries.

Manafort did not return phone and
email messages Thursday from the AP
to discuss the project. Gates told AP
late Thursday he was busy with Trump
campaign focus groups and would
review the AP’s questions in writing

then did not respond. After AP report-
ed earl ier this week that Manafort
helped the Ukrainian political party
secretly route at least $2.2 million to
the two Washington lobbying firms,
Manafort told Yahoo News that AP’s
account was wrong.  “ I  was not
involved in any payment plans,”
Manafort said.

Gates previously told the AP, “At no
time did our firm or members provide
any direct lobbying support.” Gates
has confirmed previously to AP that he
did work for Ukraine’s ruling party, the
Party of Regions. Under the US Foreign
Agents Registration Act, people who
lobby on behalf of foreign political
leaders or political parties must pro-

vide detai led reports  about their
actions to the Justice Department. A
violation is a felony and can result in
up to five years in prison and a fine of
up to $250,000. None of the firms, nor
Manafort or Gates, disclosed their work
to the Justice Department counterespi-
onage division responsible for tracking
the lobbying by foreign governments.
Manafort and Gates have said that they
did not disclose their activities to the
Justice Department because they did
not  oversee lobbying ef forts  and
merely introduced the Washington
firms to a Brussels-based nonprofit,
the European Center for a Modern
Ukraine, which they said ran the proj-
ect. The center paid Mercury and the
Podesta Group a combined $2.2 mil-
lion over roughly two years. In papers
filed in the US Senate, Mercury and
the Podesta  Group l i s ted the
European nonprofit as an independ-
ent, nonpolitical client. The firms said
the center stated in writing that it was
not aligned with any foreign political
entity. — AP  

CHARLOTTE: Donald Trump made a rare act of contrition
Thursday, saying he regretted offending people with his
harsh way of speaking. The Republican nominee made the
gesture at his first rally since ordering a shakeup in his
campaign to save his struggling White House bid.
“Sometimes in the heat of debate and speaking on a mul-
titude of issues, you don’t choose the right words or you
say the wrong thing,” Trump told a rally in Charlotte,
North Carolina. “I have done that. And believe it or not, I
regret it,” he said, drawing laughs and applause from the
crowd. “I do regret it. Particularly, where it may have
caused personal pain.”

He added: “Too much is at stake for us to be consumed
with these issues, but one thing, I can promise you this, I
will always tell you the truth.” The New York billionaire’s
multiple self-inflicted wounds of late have left him trailing
in virtually every battleground state. One of the biggest
missteps was clashing repeatedly with the parents of an
Army captain killed in Iraq. Critics accused him last week
of inciting violence against his Democratic opponent Hillary
Clinton in a remark about the right to bear arms, and media
reports have swirled about a campaign in crisis and a candi-
date apparently incapable of reeling in crass remarks.
Clinton leads Trump 47 percent to 41.2 percent, according
to the Real Clear Politics polling average, following weeks of
errors that have alienated establishment Republicans and
seen his own supporters tear their hair out.

Campaign Staff Shakeup 
On Wednesday, Trump appointed right-wing news

executive Stephen Bannon as campaign CEO and promot-
ed pollster Kellyanne Conway to campaign manager. The
change was seen as a demotion for campaign chairman
Paul Manafort, who has been pushing Trump, among oth-
er changes, to use a teleprompter when he gives speeches
as a way to stay on message - and not ad-lib himself into
saying something offensive or wrong. Manafort resigned
yesterday.

Bannon’s Breitbart News website is virulently anti-
Clinton and his appointment was seen as  Trump’s way of
thumbing his nose at Republican leaders who have been
urging him to tone down the shoot-from-the-hip style of
speech he used effectively in the primaries. On Thursday,
Trump did speak with a teleprompter and veered from the
invisible screens only to hammer away at a given point he
wanted to make. On substantive issues, he reached out to
US minorities, in particular blacks.

“Nearly four in ten African-American children are living
in poverty. I will not rest until children of every color in this
country are fully included in the American Dream,” Trump
said. “If African-American voters give Donald Trump a
chance by giving me their vote, the result for them will be
amazing,” he said. And he began his speech with a mes-
sage to the people of Louisiana, a state that has been hit
with historic flooding in recent days. “We are one country,
one people, and we will have together one great future,”
Trump told the crowd.

He still stressed his standard campaign pillars of build-
ing a wall along the border with Mexico, keeping out
undocumented foreigners and opposing international
trade accords. — AFP
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CHARLOTTE, North Carolina: Republican presidential
candidate Donald Trump speaks to supporters at a rally
on Thursday at the Charlotte Convention Center. — AFP 

KIEV: Ukrainian journalist and member of parliament Serhiy Leshchenko holds
pages showing allegedly signings of payments to Donald Trump’s presidential
campaign chairman Paul Manafort from an illegal shadow accounting book of
the party of former Ukrainian president Viktor Yanukovych during a press con-
ference yesterday. — AFP 


