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MANILA: Two top Philippine communist
rebel leaders walked out of a maximum-
security jail yesterday to join next week’s
resumption of Norway-brokered peace
talks aimed at ending one of Asia’s
longest-raging rebellions. The under-
ground Communist Party of the
Philippines has welcomed the successive
releases of 22 detained rebels who are to
take part in the Aug. 22- 27 negotiations
in Oslo as consultants, saying the move
boosts confidence in President Rodrigo
Duterte’s determination to find peace.
Norwegian Foreign Minister Borge
Brende will open the talks on Monday at
an Oslo hotel, Norway’s Foreign Ministry
said in a statement. Benito and Wilma
Tiamzon smiled and raised their fists as
they stepped out of detention at the
national police headquarters, where
their supporters greeted them. In a news
conference, they thanked Duterte for
their release and for a restart of talks that
will tackle wide-raging reforms in a bid
to end the conflict. “These releases are
goodwill measures that will create a pos-
itive environment for the progress of the
peace talks,” Benito Tiamzon said.

His wife called on Filipino youth to

become more involved in fighting the
“monsters” of society. “For the Filipino
youth and other countrymen now
hooked on catching monsters in
‘Pokemon Go,’ you know, there are so
many real monsters in our country,”
Wilma Tiamzon said to laughter in the
room. “Instead of ‘Pokemon Go,’ what is
better is Revolution Go.”

The insurgency has left about
150,000 combatants and civilians dead
since it broke out in the late 1960s, draw-
ing support from the ranks of those dis-
satisfied with economic inequality and
the Philippines’ alliance with the US. It
also has stunted economic develop-
ment, especially in the countryside,
where the rebels are active. Benito
Tiamzon is the chairman of the CPP and
its armed wing, the New People’s Army,
according to the military. Wilma is said to
be the secretary general. Their release
after posting bail on charges including
multiple murders comes after an initial
setback to the rebels’ friendly ties with
Duterte, who calls himself a leftist presi-
dent. Duterte declared a ceasefire on
July 25 but withdrew it five days later
after the guerrillas killed a government

militiaman and failed to declare their
own truce within Duterte’s deadline.
There were sharp exchanges in media
between Duterte and his former profes-
sor, Jose Maria Sison, the Netherlands-

based CPP founding chairman who
described his former student as volatile
and a thug. Duterte warned the rebels to
deal with the government in good faith
or fight for another generation. — AP
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BANGKOK: A group of 15 suspects
detained by the Thai military investigat-
ing last week’s deadly tourist resort
attacks was not involved in the blasts,
police said yesterday, adding to confu-
sion surrounding the case. The junta
said Thursday the detainees had been
held during their investigation into the
bombing spree, which hit tourist towns
in the south, killing four and wounding
dozens, including Europeans. But yester-
day, police officials said the group -
many of whom are elderly - had instead
set up an illegal network aimed at over-
throwing the regime and were uncon-
nected to last week’s attacks.

Thailand’s deputy junta chief also
appeared to back that assertion. The
bombs were highly unusual in a country
where foreigners and tourist towns are

rarely caught up in the country’s fre-
quent bouts of political violence.
Investigators have been under pressure
to make quick arrests given tourism is so
crucial to the economy. The group
appeared at a Bangkok police station
yesterday escorted by soldiers - the first
time they have been seen in public - to
hear the charges against them. Two are
women and many of the men are in
their 60s and 70s.

Thai media had run multiple reports
quoting anonymous investigators as
saying the group helped coordinate the
recent attacks. But Major General
Chayaphol Chatchaidej, a senior official
at the Office of Police Strategy who was
at the police station to receive the sus-
pects, told reporters they were not
involved. “There is no evidence linking

them to the bomb attacks in the seven
southern provinces based on our inves-
tigation, although some of them are
involved with lese majeste (royal defama-
tion) and arms trafficking,” he said.

Previously Unknown Group 
Instead he described them as a splin-

ter faction of the anti-junta Red Shirt
movement loyal to ousted Thai premier
Thaksin Shinawatra, who was toppled
by the military in 2006. He said the net-
work called itself the Revolutionary
Front of Democracy party - a previously
unheard of group. A police statement
handed to reporters listing the suspects’
details said the group aimed to “accu-
mulate arms... and overthrow the gov-
ernment” but made no reference to last
week’s bomb attacks. 

The statement said they currently
face one charge of breaching the junta’s
ban on political gatherings and another
of belonging to an unlawful secret soci-
ety. Thailand’s deputy junta leader
General Prawit Wongsuwan was later
asked by reporters whether the group
had links to last week’s attack. He
replied with a one word: “No”. No arrests
have been made for people directly
responsible for the blasts. However one
arrest warrant for a wanted suspect has
been issued. 

Deputy police spokesman Krissana
Pattanacharoen yesterday named the
suspect as Ahama Lengha from south-
ern Narathiwat province. “It’s clear that
he is involved in that incident,” he said.
The name is Muslim and Narathiwat is
one of Thailand’s three southernmost
Muslim majority provinces where a local
but brutal insurgency has raged for
years.  — AFP

MANILA: Communist rebel leaders Benito Tiamzon and his wife Wilma raise
clinched fists as they arrive at a rally outside the gates of the police head-
quarters, shortly after their release from detention inside police headquar-
ters yesterday. — AFP 

15 held in Thailand not 
linked to tourist bombs

More confusion surrounds case

MANILA: Immigration authorities at Manila’s airport inter-
cepted 177 Indonesians carrying Philippine passports before
they boarded a flight yesterday to Saudi Arabia. Five Filipinos
escorting the Indonesians on a hajj pilgrimage were also
apprehended as the passengers were about to leave for
Mdinah, Immigration Commissioner Jaime Morente said. The
real but fraudulently obtained passports were allegedly pro-
vided by the group’s Filipino escorts, Morente said. The
Indonesians allegedly paid $6,000 to $10,000 each to join the
pilgrimage under a quota the Saudi government reserves for
Filipino pilgrims.

The immigration chief said the passengers’ identities were
revealed because they could not speak any Philippine lan-
guage or dialect. They later admitted to be Indonesians who
arrived in the country separately as tourists. Morente ordered
the immediate filing of immigration charges against them for
misrepresenting themselves as Filipinos and for being unde-
sirable aliens. They are being detained at the bureau’s deten-
tion center in suburban Taguig City.

The bureau is coordinating with the Indonesian Embassy to
establish their identities prior to deportation, and with the
Department of Foreign Affairs and other law enforcement
agencies in investigating the fraudulent issuance of
Philippines passports, he added. — AP
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MANILA: Indonesians carrying Philippine passports wait
after being intercepted by immigration authorities yester-
day at Manila airport. — AP 

BANGKOK: Three suspects (center) in Thailand’s recent bomb attacks on tourist
resort towns are escorted to the Crime Suppression Division yesterday. — AFP 


