
RIO DE JANEIRO: Indian wrestler Narsingh
Yadav was handed a four-year doping ban on
Thursday after the World Anti-Doping Agency
won its appeal against his earlier exoneration.
An Indian anti-doping disciplinary panel had
ruled earlier this month that the freestyle
wrestler  was a victim of “sabotage”,  and
cleared him to compete in Rio.  Freestyle
wrestling started yesterday. Yadav had said his
supplements and water had been sabotaged
and lodged a police complaint against a junior
wrestler accusing him of contaminating his

food at the Sports Authority of India training
centre in Sonepat.

WADA filed an urgent application before
CAS to challenge the decision of NADA India to
exonerate Yadav following two positive dop-
ing tests in June and July. “The CAS Panel did
not accept the argument of the athlete that he
was the victim of sabotage and noted that
there was no evidence that he bore no fault,
nor that the anti-doping rule violation was not
intentional,” CAS said, announcing a four-year
period of ineligibility. The Wrestling Federation

of India has demanded a probe into the dop-
ing scandal by the country’s top crime-fighting
agency, while Yadav has vowed to do every-
thing to clear his name.

“To say I am devastated at the decision of
CAS would be putting it mildly,” the wrestler
said in a statement. “My dream of competing
and winning the country a medal at the Rio
Games has been cruelly snatched away from
me twelve hours before my first bout, but I will
do everything it takes to prove my innocence.
“It is all I have left to fight for.” —Reuters
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Rio braces for 
delicious US-Cuba 

boxing clash

RIO DE JANEIRO: London gold medalist
Robeisy Ramirez will go up against rising
star Shakur Stevenson for the ban-
tamweight title at the Rio Olympics
today in a mouthwatering Cuba-US box-
ing final showdown. The 22-year-old
Ramirez was an easy winner in his semi-
final on Thursday while the teenage
American did not even have to throw a
punch after his Russian opponent failed
to recover from his controversial quarter-
final victory.

Relations between the US and Cuba
are much improved from the Cold War
and the two countries have restored ties,
meaning the Ramirez-Stevenson clash
will not have the political overtones of
yesteryear. But it still leaves two of the
biggest talents in Rio to slug it out for
gold and Stevenson, 19, is anticipating a
cracker in what many observers believe
should be the fight of the tournament in
Rio. The last time an American and a
Cuban fought for an Olympic title was at
Atlanta 1996, when US light-mid-
dleweight David Reid stopped Alfredo
Duvergel.

“I think it will be a great match-up.
He’s a great fighter and you’ve got the
up-and-coming rising superstar from the
USA, but I plan on coming out victori-
ous,” said Stevenson. “I like competitive
fights but I want that gold medal and it’s
going to be a great fight, I promise,”
added Stevenson, who irrespective of
the result will turn professional after-
wards as part of Floyd Mayweather’s
growing stable of boxers. “Two skillful
fighters and I want to come out on top.
I’m ready,” he declared. “I watched a lot
of him. I already know what I’m in for and
I know he’s a great fighter. “I watched his
semi-final fight. He got it done and made
it look easy.”

Ramirez-who won the London
Olympics title at flyweight before mov-
ing up to bantamweight-was far too
good for the Uzbek Murodjon
Akhmadaliev in his semi-final, triumph-
ing on unanimous points. The United
States and Cuba are the two most suc-
cessful countries in Olympic boxing his-
tory, but Stevenson represents America’s
last chance for men’s boxing gold in Rio.
Also Thursday, another Cuban, Arlen
Lopez, similarly was victorious in his
semi-final at middleweight to tee up a
gold-medal bout with Uzbekistan’s
Bektemir Melikuziev, also today. —AFP 

BOXING

RIO DE JANEIRO: The chance to make history by
winning Brazil’s long-awaited first football gold
medal will override desire for revenge insists
Brazil coach Rogerio Micale ahead of today’s
final against Germany at Rio’s Maracana.
Germany inflicted the worst defeat in Brazil’s his-
tory in a 7-1 World Cup semi-final mauling just
two years ago.

The expectations of the host nation are placed
on star forward Neymar delivering gold having
missed that infamous clash in Belo Horizonte
through injury. But with no player who took to the
field two years ago set to start on Saturday, Micale
insists his group of young stars can only look to the
future rather than be burdened by the sins of sen-
ior teams gone by. “That was the World Cup team.
This is the Olympic team. Neymar never played
that match,” said Micale on Thursday. “The final has
nothing to do with that match. It is a different time,
different game, different players.” Micale’s men
overcame a difficult start to the competition with
0-0 draws against modest opposition in South
Africa and Iraq drawing boos from fans and fierce
criticism in the media.

Questions and doubts 
However, since then they have scored 12

goals without reply in three straight wins,
including a Neymar-inspired 6-0 thrashing of
Honduras in the semi-finals. “We have gone
through so much already during the tourna-
ment. There were strong challenges, questions
and doubts,” added Micale. “We have nothing
to do with our history. Let’s do our final match
and concentrate on our game.” Micale, who
also led the Brazil under-20 side to the World
Cup final last year, hopes a team not only
boasting Neymar, but wonder kids Gabriel
Jesus of Manchester City and the sought after
Gabriel Barbosa will rekindle the “essence” of
flair in Brazilian football. “We cannot forget our
essence, which is to get the most out of the
individual characteristics of our players to
break the opponents. “That is why so many
European teams come to get our players in
South America. “If you look at the offensive trio
of Barca (Lionel) Messi,  (Luis) Suarez and
Neymar that shows we have something.”

Yet, Micale lauded the continuity of the
German system which has brought through
another stellar group of young players just as
World Cup winning heroes l ike Bastian
Schweinsteiger and Lukas Podolski  have
retired from international football. “We are

impatient. We think we have to start at zero as
soon as something goes wrong. “We look for
scapegoats. There is no chance for continuity.
“We are playing against a team with the same
coach for three years. He saw the players
mature and the next coach will follow the
same line, method, it is a process. “We want
the last six months of Germany, but we don’t
want the last 12 years of work they’ve done.”
German coach Horst Hrubesch will take charge
for the final time at the Maracana after guiding
the world champions back to the Games for
the first time in 28 years by reaching the semi-
finals of last year’s under-21 European champi-
onships.

And after scoring 21 times in just f ive
matches to guarantee at least a silver medal,
Hrubesch said Brazil should be more con-
cerned about facing his on-fire strikers than he
is about stopping Neymar.  “We wil l  play
against Brazil not just Neymar. “If you ask me
about Neymar, I would say what are they going
to do against our forwards? They have scored
21 goals,” said the former Borussia Dortmund
striker. “I have known for three years I wanted
to be here. This is the path I have chosen to
train the under-21 team and now the dream
has come true. “I will leave laughing, but also
with a tear in my eye.” —AFP

History not revenge on Brazil 
minds for Germany rematch

RIO DE JANEIRO: Brazil’s Neymar celebrates after scoring a penalty against Honduras during their Rio 2016 Olympic Games men’s foot-
ball semifinal match at the Maracana stadium. —AFP
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