
RIO DE JANEIRO: Fifteen-year-old schoolgirl Ren
Qian followed in the footsteps of Chinese diving
great Fu Mingxia when she became the youngest
medalist of the Rio Games with her 10m platform
gold on Thursday. The reigning World Cup champi-
on becomes the second youngest winner of the
women’s 10m platform since Fu became the icon of
the 1992 Barcelona Games winning the 10m plat-
form aged 13 years.

Ren emerged from the shadows of 17-year-old
teammate Si Yajie, who had dominated the quali-
fiers and semi-finals in Rio, to give China six wins out
of seven events in the Olympic diving competition.
China have won the women’s 10m platform at sev-
en of the past nine Olympics, and had been
favorites on a warm afternoon with just a slight

breeze in the Maria Lenk Aquatics Centre. Ren was
the only diver to tally more than 90 points-which
she did on her last three of five dives-scoring 439.25
points to finish 19.85 points ahead of Si (419.40).

Canada’s Meaghan Benfeito (389.20) won her
third Olympic bronze, after the 27-year-old also fin-
ished third in the sychro event. “When I was a little
kid, I always had a dream to do diving,” said Ren,
who is hopeful of defending her title in Tokyo 2020.
Fu-a four-time Olympic gold medallist-successfully
defended her 10m platform title in Atlanta 1996.
“You never know how tall you will get. I am quite tall
for my age, but I will continue to work hard and
press on with my training,” she said.

Ren had finished second in last year’s worlds
behind North Korea’s Kim Kuk-hyang, who got off

to a nervous start and failed to get past
Wednesday’s qualifiers. But Ren was however not
totally happy with her performance. “It was pretty
good but not really perfect, up to my expectations.
You can consider me a perfectionist,” she said. “I
was lacking a bit of confidence in the beginning.”
Si was sporting in defeat to her younger team-
mate. “I really had high hopes and expectations for
the gold medal,” said Si. “But to be honest I think
my teammate is a better diver so I think that she
really deserved the gold.” The final diving event in
Rio will be the men’s 10m platform where China
will be bidding for another gold. Only Britain’s Jack
Laugher and Chris Mears’ synchronised 3m spring-
board gold on Wednesday will prevent a Chinese
sweep. —AFP
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‘Mammoth’ leads 
Brazil to beach 
volleyball gold

RIO DE JANEIRO: Alison “The Mammoth”
Cerutti and Bruno Schmidt sparked wild
scenes at a rain-soaked Copacabana stadi-
um as they powered to men’s beach volley-
ball gold at the Rio Olympics yesterday. The
hulking, 6ft 8ins (2.03m) Cerutti, a losing
finalist in 2012, and his new partner
Schmidt thumped Italy’s Paolo Nicolai and
Daniele Lupo 21-19, 21-17, prompting joy-
ous celebrations. Brazil’s public has shown
signs of ambivalence toward the Olympics
but the country can now celebrate a fifth
gold medal, sealed at its most famous
beach.

“It’s incredible. This is place is like the
Maracana of beach volleyball,” Cerutti said,
comparing the Copacabana venue to Rio’s
iconic football stadium. “I have no words to
describe what I feel.” After the win, Cerutti
leapt head-first into the stands to celebrate
with friends and family, and wept tears of
joy-just as he did when he won the silver
medal in 2012. “I wept in London and I wept
here. Both times were because I’ve won an
Olympic medal,” he said. “We’re a select
group, not many Brazilians have an Olympic
medal.” Wet conditions and a midnight start
failed to dampen spirits at Copacabana’s
packed-out temporary stadium, where fans
donned plastic ponchos and samba dancers
jiggled in the rain.

“The Mammoth” lived up to his nick-
name with an immense display at the net in
the first set. And after Nicolai brought up set
point with a wayward spike, it was a trade-
mark Cerutti block that sealed it 21-19. Italy
led 11-7 in the second set but Cerutti turned
the tables as he reeled off seven of Brazil’s
points in a row to put the world champions
level at 14-14. The Italians, no dwarves
themselves at 6ft 8ins (Nicolai) and 6ft 4ins
(Lupo), struggled to find a way past Cerutti.
Lupo ended flat on his back after a block.

When Nicolai nervously hit a serve out to
bring up match point, the Brazilians con-
verted with yet another block, triggering
screams of delight and dancing in the
stands. Brazil, who also won women’s silver
on Thursday, have come away with multiple
medals at every Olympics since beach vol-
leyball was added to the Games pro-
gramme in 1996. Earlier, Alexander Brouwer
and Robert Meeuwsen grabbed the
Netherlands’ first ever Olympic beach vol-
leyball medal after a tight third-place play-
off against Russia. Brouwer and Meeuwsen
shrugged off serving problems to edge the
first set 23-21 against Russia’s Viacheslav
Krasilnikov and Konstantin Semenov. A
heavy spike from the 6ft 9ins Meeuwsen
sealed the second set 22-20 and ensured
the Dutch went home with bronze. —AFP

VOLLEYBALL

RIO DE JANEIRO: It was a historic day in the
Olympic taekwondo competition on Thursday
as Ahmad Abughaush won Jordan’s first ever
Games medal and Kimia Alizadeh claimed a
first women’s medal for Iran. Abughaush beat
Alexey Denisenko of Russia 10-6 to win the
men’s under-68kg division while Alizadeh
landed bronze in the women’s under-57kg cat-
egory by beating Nikita Glasnovic of Sweden 5-
1. Abughaush took a congratulatory phone call
from the Jordanian royal family after his win
and dedicated victory to the kingdom.

“It’s an indescribable feeling to win the first
medal in the history of Jordan in all the sports,”
he said. “It’s also a great feeling to listen to the
national anthem of Jordan being played in Rio
in front of the whole world.” The women’s
under-57kg weight division saw Briton Jade
Jones retain her Olympic crown, easi ly
despatching Eva Calvo of Spain 16-7 in the
final. “I am so happy for Iranian girls because it
is  the f irst  medal and I  hope at the next

Olympics we will get a gold,” said Alizadeh.
“I am very excited and I want to thank my

parents and my coach.  They real ly stand
behind me and I am so happy.”

Amazing achievement 
Great things have been expected of

Alizadeh, who won the Youth Olympics two
years ago and last year took bronze at the
world championships, beating Jones in the
quarter-finals. But the Briton came up trumps
in Rio. “It feels unbelievable. I didn’t realise
how much pressure I would feel but to pull this
off is amazing,” Jones, 23, told the BBC. “I am
still young so to be double Olympic champion
already is crazy. I’ve been crying in between
sessions because I was so stressed but I did it
when it mattered. I’m buzzing.”

Yet her achievement paled in comparison
with that of Alizadeh, who has had to overcome
innumerable obstacles in her home country.
Deeply conservative Iran has had few women

competitors at the Olympics, particularly since
the Islamic revolution in 1979. Archer Lida
Fariman was the first to be allowed to compete
at the 1992 Games in Barcelona. But clothing
obligations imposed by hardline religious lead-
ers continue to place barriers to women com-
peting freely, and on a level pegging, in many
sports. Women are also banned from watching
sports in Iran where men are present.

Earlier in these Games, an Iranian woman
was asked to leave the volleyball arena in Rio
after she held up a banner protesting against
her country’s laws. Darya Safai held a sign say-
ing: “Let Iranian women enter their stadiums.”
Safai ,  who was born in Iran but l ives in
Belgium, was allowed to stay after refusing to
leave the Iran-Egypt men’s match. South
Korea’s Lee Dae-hoon and Joel Gonzalez of
Spain, a gold medallist in London, won the
men’s under-68kg bronze medals,  while
Hedaya Malak of  Egypt landed the other
women’s bronze. —AFP

Jordanian and Iranian 
make Olympic history

RIO DE JANEIRO: Jordan’s Ahmad Abughaush celebrates after winning against Russia’s Alexey Denisenko
in the men’s taekwondo gold medal bout in the-68kg category as part of the Rio 2016 Olympic Games, on
August 18, 2016, at the Carioca Arena 3. (INSET) Iran’s Kimia Alizadeh Zenoorin poses with her bronze
medal on the podium after the women’s taekwondo event in the -57kg category. —AFP photos

China’s Ren follows in Fu footsteps with gold


