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KUWAIT: The Ambassador of the Republic of Korea to Kuwait Yoo Yeonchul
discussed matters of mutual concern with Kuwait Times Editor-in-Chief Abd
Al-Rahman Al-Alyan over the weekend. —Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat

KUWAIT: Kuwait Football
Association (KFA) Chairman Fawaz
Al-Hasawi said yesterday that the
focus during the next phase will
be on developing local activity
and address all the flaws as a first
step to work on lifting the suspen-
sion imposed on the Kuwaiti
sports.

Hasawi announced in a state-
ment that the first step is to cancel
the reserve league that is currently
in place and to adopt the ‘in and
out’ system in the premier league
as of the next season consisting of
premier and first.

He continued, “We will work to
strengthen the league and
increase the level of its perform-
ance by increasing and diversify-
ing bonuses for the sake of
increasing competition between
the clubs and contribute to raising
the general technical level.”

“We will also work to imple-
ment privatization in the clubs
which will be the first step to lift
the suspension and develop sports

image sought by all Kuwaiti ath-
letes,” he added. Hasawi stressed
the need to benefit from the priva-
tization as desired and as is the
case in various regional, continen-
tal and global countries in order to
achieve the desired renaissance of
the game and restore its glory in
various forums.

He expressed confidence in the
capabilities of all employees of the

Association to achieve the first
step in “our quest towards lifting
the suspension imposed on the
Kuwaiti sports and restore its past
glories in all forums.”

The Publ ic  Author i t y  for
Sports (PAS) had earlier decided
to dissolve the Kuwait Football
Assoc iat ion and the  Kuwait i
Olympic Committee, assigning
two interim commissions-allud-
ing the  measure  to  f inancia l
irregularities. 

Improving sports
Meanwhile, Sheikh Fahad Jaber

Al-Ali Al-Sabah, Chairman of an
interim committee tasked with
running Kuwait National Olympic
Committee (NOC), said Saturday
the committee sought primarily to
see Kuwaiti flags hoisted in inter-
national competitions. Committee
members wil l  exer t effor ts to
improve sport in Kuwait at local,
regional and international levels,
Sheikh Fahad said in a statement.
He said their aim was to ser ve

Kuwaiti youth “because they are
the future of the country.”

Sheikh Fahad said the commit-
tee was keen creating suitable
environment for the improvement
of sport in Kuwait, thus reflecting
interest of His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah, His Highness the Crown
Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah and His Highness
the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber
Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah in youth.

Sheikh Fahad expressed grati-
tude for the political leadership,
and Minister of Information and
Minister of State for Youth Affairs
Sheikh Salman Al-Sabah for
assigning him to chair the NOC.
Sheikh Salman, who Board
Chairman of the Public Authority
for Sport (PAS), announced three
days ago the dissolution of NOC
and appointed Sheikh Fahad to
chair an interim committee for six
months, and to represent Kuwait
locally and abroad. —KUNA

Hasawi says KFA’s next phase is
to develop local sports activity
NOC to improve sport locally, abroad: Interim chair
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KUWAIT: First Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah yesterday left for Switzerland
leading a delegation to a ceremony that marks
the 50th anniversary of Kuwaiti-Swiss diplo-
matic ties.

Today, the Swiss capital of Bern will be the
scene of several political, economic and cultur-
al activities marking the occasion, to demon-
strate the deep historical ties of friendship
between the two friendly countries.

The high ranking delegation also includes
CEO of the Kuwait Investment Authority (KIA)
Bader Mohammad Al-Saad, Assistant Foreign
Minister for European Affairs Ambassador
Walid Al-Khubaizi, Director General of the
Kuwait Direct Investment Promotion Authority
(KDIPA) Sheikh Dr. Meshaal Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah, Acting Assistant Foreign Minister for
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled’s Office Affairs
Ambassador Saleh Salim Al-Loughani, Director
of Operations at the  Kuwait Fund for Arab
Economic Development (KFAED) Marwan Al-
Ghanim and a host of the Foreign Ministry’s
senior officials.

The delegation was seen off by Acting
Deputy Foreign Minister Ambassador Jamal

Abdullah Al-Ghanim, Assistant Foreign
Minister for Protocol Affairs Ambassador Dhari
Al-Ajran, and senior officials from the ministry.

New phase
Kuwait ’s Ambassador to the Swiss

Confederation Ambassador Badr Al-Tunaib
said meanwhile that the Foreign Minister’s
official visit aims at launching a new phase of
relations between the two countries and
marks the fiftieth anniversary of the establish-
ment of diplomatic relations between the two
countries.

Tunaib said that Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled
will conduct high-level talks with the head of
the Federal Governing Council,  Foreign
Minister and President of the Swiss parliament.
The two sides will also sign an MoU on signifi-
cant issues between the two countries, he
added. A grand ceremony on this occasion will
be held in the presence of a large number of
Kuwaiti and Swiss personalities, the ambassa-
dor said..

Tunaib added that the distinguished rela-
tions between Switzerland and Kuwait were
launched since independence of Kuwait in
1961, due to the importance of emergence of

Kuwait at that time as the first democratic,
constitutional and parliamentary country as
well as being a state of institutions in the
region and due to its commercial position in
the Arabian Gulf.

The Ambassador pointed out that bilateral
relations between Kuwait and Switzerland in
fact date back to the pre-independence era
where Kuwaiti traders were among the most
significant suppliers of precious pearl to the

Swiss market. He said that Kuwaiti traders
were also among those who contributed to
the opening of Gulf markets for Swiss prod-
ucts in the first quarter of the last century.

Kuwaiti ventures
The ambassador noted that this business

relationship has evolved with the advance-
ment of Kuwaiti infrastructure ventures that
have benefited from the expertise of Swiss
companies in the technical field, prompting
the Swiss side to open an Embassy in the State
of Kuwait in 1975, stressing that cooperation
between the two countries is still witnessing
many achievements in various fields and proj-
ects.

The ambassador recalled the noble role
played by Switzerland during the Iraqi inva-
sion of Kuwait in 1990 describing it as “remark-
able” because not only Switzerland
denounced and condemned the invasion, but
for hosting Kuwaitis who were in Switzerland
during the invasion until the end of the crisis.
He also praised Switzerland’s efforts through
the International Committee of the Red Cross
to prisoners and missing persons’ cases during
that crisis. —KUNA

Foreign Minister leaves for Switzerland on official visit

KUWAIT: First Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah leaves for Switzerland yesterday. —KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait needs highly skilled workers
for executing mega development projects,
affirmed the Minister of Social Affairs and Labor
yesterday. Dr Hind Al-Subaih, also the Minister
of State for Planning Affairs and Development,
made the affirmation during a meeting with a
visiting delegation from Malawi, headed by
Henry Mussa, the minister of labor.

Minister Subaih added that the manpower
authority would operate a hot-line soon to

receive complaints from the diplomatic mis-
sions concerning the working expatriates.
Minister Subaih also affirmed necessity of bol-
stering the bilateral ties between the State of
Kuwait and the friendly republic, as well as look-
ing into avenues for optimal benefit from the
skilled personnel in that country.

The meeting was attended by Director
General of the Public Authority for Manpower
Abdullah Al- Mutawtah. —KUNA

Kuwait needs skilled labor for
mega ventures: Minister Subaih


