
AMMAN: The US will reach its target
this week of taking in 10,000 Syrian
war refugees in a year-old resettle-
ment program, the US ambassador to
Jordan said yesterday, after meeting
families headed to California and
Virginia. The resettlement program
has emerged as an issue in the US
presidential campaign, with
Republican nominee Donald Trump
alleging displaced Syrians pose a
potential security threat. Alice Wells,
the US ambassador to Jordan, said
yesterday that keeping Americans
safe and taking in some of the world’s
most vulnerable people are not mutu-
ally exclusive.

“Refugees are the most thoroughly
screened category of travelers to the
United States, and Syrian refugees are
subject to even greater scrutiny,” she

said. Wells said the target of resettling
10,000 Syrian refugees in the US in the
2016 fiscal year will  be reached
Monday, as several hundred Syrians
depart from Jordan over 24 hours. The
Jouriyeh family, which attended
Sunday’s short ceremony, is headed to
San Diego, California. Nadim Fawzi
Jouriyeh, 49, a former construction
worker from the war-ravaged Syrian
city of Homs, said he feels “fear and
joy, fear of the unknown and our new
lives, but great joy for our children’s
lives and future.”

Jouriyeh, who suffers from heart
problems, will be traveling with his
wife, Rajaa, 42, and their four children.
Their oldest son, 14-year-old
Mohammed, said he is eager to sign
up for school in San Diego and hopes
to study medicine one day. The reset-

tlement program focuses on the most
vulnerable refugees, including those
who were subjected to violence or
torture or are sick. Close to 5 million
Syrians have fled civil war since 2011.
Most struggle to survive in tough con-
ditions in neighboring countries,
including Jordan, which hosts close to
660,000 Syrian refugees.

Only a small percentage of Syrian
refugees have been resettled to
third countries. Instead, donor coun-
tries are trying to invest more in job
creation and education for refugees
in regional host countries to encour-
age them to stay there instead of
moving onward,  including to
Europe. Wells said the US has taken
in more refugees from around the
world over the years than all other
nations combined. — AP 
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ORLANDO: The more than 430 fundraisers posted
on the GoFundMe website after the mass shooting
at a gay nightclub in Orlando have exposed weak-
nesses inherent in these popular do-it-yourself char-
ity campaigns: Waste, questionable intentions and
little oversight. The fundraisers - an average of more
than four for each of the 49 killed and 53 wounded -
include travelers asking for cash, a practitioner of
ancient healing, a personal safety instructor who
sells quick loaders for assault rifles, and even con-
victed identity impostors. “There was a deluge,” said
Holly Salmons, president of the Better Business
Bureau for Central Florida. “It was almost impossible
for us or anyone else to be able to vet.”

The crowdfunding sites operate outside tradi-
tional charitable circles and often beyond the reach
of government regulation. Appeals can be created
in minutes by almost anyone and shared around the
world. The officially sanctioned Equality Florida cam-
paign raised more than $7 million via GoFundMe,
but another $1.3 million went to smaller appeals -
mostly set up by people with little or no charity
experience. The Associated Press examined 30 cam-
paigns chosen from throughout the lengthy list pro-
duced by a GoFundMe search for “Orlando shoot-
ings.” Within a month of the June 12 shootings, they
had raised more than $265,000.

Failure to launch 
Half said donations would be used for legiti-

mate-sounding purposes: to cover funeral, medical
and other costs. Some campaign organizers were
relatives of the dead or wounded. A high school bas-
ketball coach raised $15,297 for the family of Akyra
Murray, a star player who had just graduated before
dying in the attack. But most campaigns lacked key

details, such as exactly what the donations would
cover or even who was asking for them. Only nine of
the 30 organizers agreed to interviews.

One man wanted money for travel costs to
Orlando to shoot independent news video. He
hadn’t raised anything two months later. Another
organizer raised just $25 for travel money to hold a
community healing ceremony inspired by ancient
shamanic rituals. She dropped that plan in favor of
sending painted rocks with an inspiring word of
support. Jackson Yauck of Victoria, British Columbia,
put up a lighthearted appeal to let the highest
donor burn a pair of skimpy gold-colored shorts he
wore to gay-pride events. He had created the appeal
on Jan. 1 on behalf of other charities and when he
tried to switch it to benefit the Orlando victims, 

GoFundMe froze his account for at least a week,
he said. He agreed to transfer the donations to
Equality Florida, and GoFundMe let the appeal go
forward. Yauck said he knew all but one of his 11
donors personally and didn’t feel a need to tell them
of the switch. “It was just for fun. If you look at the
bigger picture, we raised $600 off a pair of under-
wear,” he said. Several businesses asked for contribu-
tions. One appeal raised $1,375 from 14 donors
within two months to keep open a hair salon run by
partners killed in the attack. A counseling center
raised $150 to subsidize services to victims but
closed its campaign when it found grant money
elsewhere.  GoFundMe helps make refunds when
contributions go unused.

Weapons-accessory dealer Craig Berberich, of
Bradenton, Florida, proposed holding public class-
es on personal safety. He posted a link to his busi-
ness at the bottom of his appeal. He said he “wasn’t
trying to promote my business.” Then he added: “I

hope we didn’t give the impression that we were a
charity.”

He said he was shutting down his appeal. It
remained online over a month later - but with only
$100 in donations. Among his store products: a
high-speed loader for assault weapons. Efe Atalay,
of Clermont, Florida, raised $1,145 from 81 donors
to buy security wands for nightclub entrances, but
didn’t say which clubs and spoke vaguely of lobby-
ing politicians to require such security measures.
He didn’t respond to emails sent to his GoFundMe
address.

Patchwork of laws 
Florida charities law generally requires no filings

by crowdfunding campaigns meant for particular
victims or their families or in support of other estab-
lished charities. That accounts for the vast majority
of appeals. Other states apply a patchwork of laws.
Yet, crowdfunding campaigns can distribute aid
more quickly than large bureaucratic funds.  And
they have less overhead than traditional charities,
with only 8 percent of donations on GoFundMe
going to the website and credit card fees.

Bobby Whithorne, a GoFundMe spokesman, said
the website’s staffers were vetting the Orlando cam-
paigns before releasing funds, and only a small frac-
tion of a percent of past appeals involved outright
fraud. GoFundMe froze funds from entertainment
company manager David Luchsinger’s campaign
when donations piled up quickly. Luchsinger said
he was asked for more details of his plans to replace
the ruined equipment of one of his deejays who
was working at the club during the attack.
Luchsinger set an initial goal of $5,000, and raised
$8,742 in one month. — AP 

ORLANDO: In this June 18, 2016 file photo, demonstrators show their support during the funeral service for Christopher Andrew Leinonen, one
of the victims of the Pulse nightclub mass shooting, outside the Cathedral Church of St Luke. — AP 

DURANT: Friends and colleagues who
knew two nuns killed in their Mississippi
home are gathering yesterday to remem-
ber them, as authorities continue to inves-
tigate the harrowing crime that shocked
people in the small communities where
the women committed their lives to help-
ing the poor. Rodney Earl Sanders, 46, of
Kosciusko, Mississippi, has been arrested
and charged in the deaths of Sister
Margaret Held and Sister Paula Merrill. The
county sheriff said Sanders confessed to
the killings although many people are
struggling to comprehend why anyone
would want to take the two women’s lives.

A wake is scheduled to be held yester-
day at the St Thomas Church in Lexington
where the women led Bible study. That
will be followed by a mass Monday in
Jackson. The women’s bodies were found
in their Durant, Mississippi, home after
they failed to show up for work Thursday
at a health clinic in Lexington, about 10
miles away. Willie March, the sheriff of
Holmes County where the killings
occurred, said Saturday that police work
and tips from the community led police to
Sanders. Authorities have said Sanders
was developed as a person of interest ear-
ly in the investigation.

He said he had been briefed by Durant
police and Mississippi Bureau of
Investigation officials who took part in
Sanders’ interrogation and was told that
Sanders confessed to the killings and gave
no reason for the crimes. The sheriff said
the investigation is ongoing. Durant police
could not be reached for comment
Saturday. Warren Strain, a spokesman for
the Department of Public Safety which
includes the Mississippi Bureau of
Investigation, said the organization would
neither confirm nor deny that Sanders
confessed. Sanders had a criminal record.

He was convicted last year of a felony
DUI, said Grace Simmons Fisher, a spokes-

woman for the Mississippi Department of
Corrections. He was later released from
prison and is currently on probation.
Sanders was also convicted of armed rob-
bery in Holmes County, sentenced in
1986 and served six years, Fisher said.
People who knew the nuns, known for
their generosity and commitment to
improving health care for the poor, have
been grappling with why anyone would
want to kill them.

Murky intentions 
Dr Elias Abboud, the physician who

oversees the clinic in Lexington where the
nuns worked, said Saturday that Sanders
was not a patient there. The Rev Greg
Plata, sacramental minister at St Thomas
Catholic Church in Lexington where the
wake is to be held, said he does not think
people at the church knew Sanders.
Authorities said Sanders was being held in
an undisclosed detention center pending
a court appearance. They have not given
any details on why they think Sanders
killed the women or whether he knew
them but they do say they believe he act-
ed alone. Strain said he does not know if
Sanders has an attorney.

Merrill’s nephew, David Merrill, speak-
ing by telephone from Stoneham,
Massachusetts, said Saturday the family
was “thankful” Sanders is off the streets.
But the family still has to deal with the
loss. Merrill said he agrees with the idea of
forgiveness and that is something his aunt
would want for whoever killed her but he’s
not sure if he’s capable of completely for-
giving. Merrill said he would not support
the death penalty if Sanders were to be
convicted but that decision will ultimately
be made by the people in Mississippi. The
capital murder charge leaves open the
possibility Sanders would face the death
penalty but that determination would be
made by prosecutors later. — AP 
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AMMAN: In this photo taken yesterday, five members of the Jouriyeh family, Syrian refugees headed to the US as
part of a resettlement program, pose for a photo in the Amman, Jordan office of the International Organization
for Migration. — A P 

WASHINGTON: Hurricane Gaston picked up
strength yesterday as it swirled in the Atlantic
east of Bermuda, the US National Hurricane
Center (NHC) reported. Gaston has sustained
maximum winds of 90 miles per hour, the
Miami-based NHC said in its 0900 GMT bulletin.
The center of Gaston was located 620 miles
east of Bermuda and was moving towards the
northwest at a speed of six miles per hour.

Gaston became the third named hurricane
of the Atlantic season on Thursday, but quickly
weakened to a tropical storm. It then strength-
ened and regained its hurricane status late
Saturday. The hurricane was forecast to turn
north on Monday, and the NHC’s five-day fore-
cast cone has Gaston then moving northeast
and into the open Atlantic by Thursday. The
NHC issued no coastal watches or warnings,
though it did say that Gaston was expected to
strengthen during the next 48 hours.

Gaston’s hurricane-force winds extend out-
ward up to 15 miles from its center, and its
tropical-storm-force winds extend outward up
to 140 miles. Although the Atlantic hurricane
season officially runs from June 1 to November
30, this year’s first hurricane-Alex-formed in
January during an unusual weather event. The
Climate Prediction Center of the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA) initially estimated the Atlantic would
see between 10 and 16 storms this year, but
recently updated its prediction to 17. The
eight-week stretch between mid-August and
mid-October is the most active period for
storms and hurricanes in the Atlantic, accord-
ing to the NHC. “The statistical peak day of the
hurricane season-the day you are most likely
to find a tropical cyclone somewhere in the
Atlantic basin-is September 10th,” the NHC
website says. — AFP 
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