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DHAKA: Bangladesh police said yester-
day they were hunting more extremist
leaders after shooting dead the sus-
pected mastermind of a deadly cafe
attack, on the eve of US Secretary of
State John Kerry’s first visit. Security
forces stormed a militant hideout out-
side Dhaka on Saturday, killing three
suspected Islamists including the
Bangladesh-born Canadian accused of
organizing last month’s attack that
killed 22 people, mostly foreigners.

Authorities say that after returning
from Canada in 2013, Tamim
Chowdhury led a faction of the banned
militant group Jamayetul Mujahideen
Bangladesh (JMB), blamed for a series
of recent attacks on religious minorities.
The Islamic State group claimed respon-
sibility for the July 1 seige of the upmar-
ket Dhaka cafe in which gunmen held
hostage mainly Western diners includ-
ing one American, before killing them.
But police say the homegrown JMB,
which has pledged allegiance to the IS
group, was behind the raid. They deny
the presence of international jihadist
groups. “We’re hopeful we can now cap-
ture and eliminate other extremists
including Zia,” assistant inspector gen-
eral of police, Mohammad
Moniruzzaman, told AFP.

Major blow
Police suspect Zia, a former army

major whose full name is Syed Ziaul
Haque, heads another local extremist
group called Ansar al Islam, blamed for
the machete murders of a dozen secular
writers and two gay activists. Kerry is set
to arrive in Bangladesh on Monday on
his first official visit to try to deepen
cooperation on counter-terrorism and

other issues. He will  meet Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina and hold talks
with his counterpart Mahmood Ali “on a
broad range of issues including democ-
racy, development, security and human
rights”, a senior State Department offi-
cial said.

Kerry will then head to India to co-
chair the regular US-India Strategic and
Commercial Dialogue and hold talks
with Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
Bangladesh police hailed Saturday’s
raid as a major blow to extremists in the
Muslim-majority country, which has
been reeling from the recent killings.
The cafe attack has prompted foreign-
ers, including potential investors, to
leave Bangladesh-sparking worries for
its garment industry, the world’s second
largest after China. A series of police
raids on suspected militant hideouts
have killed at least 24 extremists since
the cafe attack.

Police have announced a reward of
$25,000 for information leading to the
arrest of Zia, who was sacked from the
army in 2011 for an aborted coup bid
against Hasina. Experts welcomed
Saturday’s police raid but said the coun-
try, with its history of political instability,
faces a long fight against Islamist
extremism. Critics say Hasina’s adminis-
tration has been in denial about the
nature of the threat posed by extremists
and accuse her of trying to exploit the
attacks to demonize her domestic oppo-
nents. “Definitely Tamim’s death is a
major setback for the terrorists, especial-
ly in the short term,” said Abdur Rob, pro-
fessor of politics and security issues at
the private North South University. “(But)
The incentives for regrouping will remain
unless we can fix our politics.” — AFP 

YANGON: Myanmar’s Aung San Suu Kyi faces what
could be the toughest test of her leadership yet
when she opens a major ethnic peace conference
Wednesday aimed at ending wars that have blight-
ed the country since its independence. The five-
day talks will bring hundreds of ethnic minority
rebel leaders to the capital, along with military top
brass and international delegates such as UN
Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon. The conference is
Suu Kyi’s flagship effort to quell the long-running
rebellions rumbling across Myanmar’s impover-
ished frontier states, fuelled in part by the illegal
drugs, jade and timber trades.  

Historical suspicions 
Myanmar is home to more than 100 ethnic

groups and many minorities harbor deep seated
historical suspicions of the Bamar majority group-
which includes Suu Kyi-complaining that they have
endured decades of discrimination. Suu Kyi,a Nobel
Peace Prize winner, has made ending the nearly 70
years of fighting the first priority of her newly mint-
ed government, which took over from the military
in March after sweeping the first free election in
generations. 

“If you ask me what my most important aim is
for my country, that is to achieve peace and unity
among the different peoples of our union,” she said
during a recent visit to China. “Without peace,
there can be no sustained development.” The 71-
year-old is hoping to expand a shaky ceasefire
signed last year between some rebel armies and

the military-backed government. This week’s con-
ference will include both signatories to the cease-
fire agreement and non-signatories, although
some groups are still locked in intense fighting
with government forces and their role in the talks
remains unclear. 

Success also depends heavily on the military,
which controls key levers of government and
whose leaders are thought to have made billions
from the vast natural resources of Myanmar’s bor-
derlands. “Anyone who is suggesting there could
be any sort of agreement in the coming days or
weeks is dreaming,” said Anthony Davis, a security
analyst and writer for IHS-Jane’s, predicting the
negotiations could take “many years”. The confer-
ence has nevertheless been hailed as an important
first step and one loaded with symbolism in a
nation emerging from a dark military past. 

It is dubbed the ‘21st Century Panglong’-a refer-
ence to a 1947 agreement signed by Suu Kyi’s inde-
pendence hero father that granted a level of auton-
omy to major ethnic groups. The deal collapsed
after Aung San was assassinated months later, pre-
cipitating half a century of brutal junta rule. Suu Kyi
has followed in her father’s footsteps with similar
pledges to form a federalist state-though she has
never spelt out the details.

‘Grand opening ceremony’ 
A spokesman for the UNFC, one of the rebel

coalitions attending the talks whose 11 ethnic
groups include both ceasefire signatories and non-

signatories, said the conference would be “like a
grand opening ceremony”. Ethnic groups will be
allowed to give brief speeches, but there will be no
time for follow-up debates and plans are already in
the works to hold more talks every six months. One
rebel leader, who asked not to be named, put it
more frankly. “We will not get a solution from this
conference because there will be no discussion or
debate,” he told AFP, adding that it will however be
a rare chance to “talk openly” with the government. 

Myanmar’s Muslim minority Rohingya popula-
tion, who are subject to state-sponsored discrimi-
nation, have never taken up arms against the state
and therefore are not included in Suu Kyi’s peace
process. The country’s diverse patchwork of ethnic
groups make up a third of the population, but the
government and military have long been dominat-
ed by members of the majority Bamar ethnicity.
Suu Kyi’s National League for Democracy (NLD) —
also mostly Bamar-surprised observers when it
won a strong support from ethnic minority voters
in November’s polls. 

Yet distrust of the military runs deep in rebel
regions where there have been many documented
cases of torture, rape and forced labour by state
troops. Hundreds of thousands have fled to
Thailand and China, while those that remain live in
communities devastated by drugs, forbidden from
teaching in their own language and stigmatised for
not being Buddhist. Experts say the military’s limit-
ed ceasefire pact has also driven a wedge between
groups that signed and those that did not. — AFP 

Myanmar’s Suu Kyi faces test 

at ethnic peace conference
‘Without peace, there can be no sustained development’

Bangladesh police hunts more 

extremists ahead of Kerry visit

NAYPYIDAW: In this photograph taken on May 27, 2016, Myanmar State Counselor and Foreign Minister Aung San Suu Kyi (C background)
chairs a meeting in Naypyidaw in preparation for the ethnic peace conference attended by representatives of ethnic armed organizations,
members of parliament and military officials.  — AFP 

ABUJA: Nigerian President
Muhammadu Buhari said yesterday
that Boko Haram leader Abubakar
Shekau is “wounded”, in his first com-
ments on military claims that the jiha-
di leader was injured in an attack.
Nigeria’s armed forces said on Tuesday
that Shekau had been wounded in an

air strike on Boko Haram’s forest
stronghold, but released no further
statement or evidence confirming his
condition.

“We learnt that in an air strike by
the Nigeria Air Force he was wound-
ed,” Buhari said in a statement from
Nairobi, where he is attending a

development conference. “Indeed
their top hierarchy and lower cadre
have a problem,” Buhari said.  “They
are not holding any territory and they
have split to small groups attacking
soft targets.”

Buhari said that Shekau had been
“edged out” of the group, adding cre-
dence to claims that Islamic State (IS)-
appointed Abu Musab al-Barnawi was
now in charge of the insurgency.
Signs of a power struggle in the top
echelons of the jihadi group appeared
earlier this month when Shekau
released a video denying he had been
ousted. Barnawi is believed to be the
22-year-old son of Boko Haram
founder Mohammed Yusuf and was
announced as the group’s leader in
August by IS.

Buhari made his remarks from
Nairobi this weekend where he is
attending the Tokyo International
Conference on African Development,
a summit designed to boost ties
between Africa and Japan. The presi-
dent also said he “is prepared to talk
to bona fide leaders of Boko Haram” to
negotiate the release of 218 Chibok
girls captured by the militants in 2014.
Boko Haram has ravaged northeast
Nigeria in its quest to create a funda-
mentalist Islamic state, killing over
20,000 people and displacing 2.6 mil-
lion from their homes.  — AFP 
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DHAKA: Bangladeshis gather near a shooting scene in Narayanganj. — AP 

LAHORE: Pakistani officials said yester-
day that four Islamic extremists allegedly
involved in a 2009 attack on the visiting
Sri Lankan cricket team were killed in a
shootout with police. The attack on the
cricket team killed six police and two
bystanders, and wounded six cricket
players. The Pakistani Taleban and
Lashkar-e-Jhangvi, an affiliated extremist
group, claimed the attack, which was car-
ried out by 10 gunmen.

The shootout erupted late Saturday
on the edge of Lahore when other gun-
men tried to break the militants out of
police custody, a counterterrorism official

said. Another senior official confirmed
the account. Both spoke on condition of
anonymity, fearing retribution. Pakistan
has stepped up its fight against extremist
groups over the past two years, including
with a military offensive in North
Waziristan, a tribal region near the
Afghan border and longtime stronghold
of al-Qaida and other militants.

Yesterday, security forces raided a reli-
gious seminary on the outskirts of the
southwestern city of Quetta, where a sui-
cide bomber killed more than 70 people
earlier this month, and sealed it when they
found nearly 100 illegal Afghan immi-

grants residing there, provincial govern-
ment spokesman Anwarul Haq said. Other
such raids netted another 228 Afghans,
said paramilitary spokesman Khan Wasey.
It was unclear if the raids were linked to
terrorism suspicions. Quetta is the capital
of the southwestern Baluchistan province,
which has long been the scene of a low-
level insurgency by separatists groups.
Islamic extremist groups also operate in
the region. Six alleged recruiters for al-
Qaida and the Islamic State group have
been arrested in the province in recent
days, according to provincial home minis-
ter Sarfaz Bugti. — AP 
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BEIJING: China’s ruling Communist
Party appointed a new senior official
yesterday to run Tibet, considered one
of the country’s most politically sensi-
tive positions due to periodic anti-
Chinese unrest in the devoutly
Buddhist Himalayan region. The official
Xinhua news agency named Wu Yingjie
as Tibet’s next party secretary. New
leaders were also appointed in two
other key provinces, part of a broad
reshuffle ahead of an important party
meeting next year.

Wu has worked almost his entire
career in Tibet, according to his official
resume, having previously served as a
deputy governor and propaganda
chief, among other roles. Wu, like his
predecessor Chen Quanguo, belongs
to China’s majority Han Chinese ethnic
group. Xinhua said Chen would be tak-

ing another position, without giving
further details. Communist troops
marched in and took control of Tibet in
1950 in what Beijing calls a “peaceful
liberation”. Tibetan spiritual leader the
Dalai Lama fled to India in 1959 follow-
ing a failed uprising against the
Chinese. China says its rule has bought
prosperity and stability, rejecting
claims from Tibetan exiles and rights
groups of widespread repression.
Xinhua said new party bosses had also
been appointed to serve in the strategi-
cally located southwestern province of
Yunnan and the populous southern
province of Hunan. In Yunnan, which
sits of the borders of Myanmar, Laos
and Vietnam, Chen Hao replaced Li
Jiheng, while in Hunan, Du Jiahao has
assumed the party’s top job, Xinhua
said. — Reuters 
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