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The total amount of monthly allocations sent to
patients abroad is KD 40 million, after being approved by
a joint committee from the health and finance ministries.
KD 300 million has been spent on treatment aboard dur-
ing the period between Jan 1 and Aug 15, 2016, while KD
550 million was spent last year, Al-Qabas daily reported
last week, adding that more than 12,000 citizens are sent
for treatment abroad through the health ministry. The
government had approved only KD 150 million for treat-
ment abroad in the 2016/2017 fiscal year’s budget as part
of austerity measures taken to offset the effects of a

deficit as a result of a drop in oil prices.
Meanwhile, the head of Kuwait’s health office in

Paris Dr Fahd Al-Rashidi refuted news reports on social
media that claimed that the office has been closed,
stressing that the office is still serving Kuwaiti citizens
in Paris. The office’s doors are open to all Kuwaiti
patients undergoing treatment in France, Rashidi told
Kuwait News Agency (KUNA) yesterday, expressing his
thanks to the Kuwaiti Embassy in Paris for its relentless
efforts.  Furthermore, he said that the office has
expanded its cooperation with French medical institu-
tions in 13 different French cities to ensure better serv-
ices for Kuwaiti patients.

Govt to settle hospital bills amid treatment...
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“Until we have further clarification on the situation,
Careem has decided to temporarily limit services in Abu
Dhabi to avoid any inconvenience this may cause,” the
company said. 

The Abu Dhabi government’s Centre for Regulation of
Transport by Hire Cars, which manages the taxi and trans-

port sector, did not respond to queries. The center over-
sees about seven taxi operators and 18 limousine opera-
tors, some of which are partly government owned.
Officials at the Abu Dhabi Department of Transport could
not be reached for comment too. The companies’ opera-
tions in the Emirates’ largest city of Dubai, which has a dif-
ferent transport regulator, were unaffected by the suspen-
sion. — Agencies 

Uber, Careem halt services in Abu Dhabi
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He said this was happening as Iran tries to block reform
efforts in Iraq and other Arab countries.

Sabhan was also quoted by the Saudi-owned Al-Arabiya
news channel saying “sectarian radical groups” are behind
the threats.  The channel, quoting unnamed sources, alleged
that Iranian-backed senior figures in Iraq’s Popular
Mobilization Committee are among those behind the assas-
sination plots and that they had given the Iraqi Foreign
Ministry a deadline to expel Sabhan. In the Saudi-owned
Ashraq Al-Awsat newspaper, an unnamed Iraqi official was
quoted as saying militias were planning to attack the ambas-
sador’s armored cars with rocket-propelled grenades.

In an interview aired on Iraqi channel Wesal TV, Aws Al-
Khafaji, who heads the Iraqi militia group Abu al-Fadhl Al-
Abbas, said many factions in Iraq want to target Sabhan. “If

Sabhan was killed in Iraq, any factions involved would admit
it, especially because he is wanted ... We clearly stated that
we do not want Sabhan in Iraq.” he said, before adding that if
he were assassinated, “it will be an honor and will be proudly
admitted.”

Sabhan, responding to messages expressing solidarity
with him after the Iraqi announcement, tweeted: “I am a ser-
vant of this (Saudi) leadership which is seeking to assist the
truth and the wellbeing of Muslims, may God preserve it.” In
the interview on Al Arabiya, he said Saudi Arabia’s policies
on Iraq would not change. “We have a very amicable rela-
tionship with Iraqi politicians that the media does not
depict,” he added.

Sabhan, whose credentials were received in Jan 2016,
became the first Saudi ambassador to Iraq in a quarter centu-
ry, after relations were cut following ex-president Saddam
Hussein’s invasion of Kuwait.  — Agencies 

Iraq requests Saudi envoy be changed
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“He is talented and I think he could achieve his
dream as a 1,500metre/5,000m runner,” says former
athlete Liz McColgan who with her husband, John
Nuttall, founded and runs the Doha Athletics Club
(DAC).The couple help Ongeri train twice a week.

And as a former 10,000m world champion, silver
medallist at the 1988 Seoul Olympics and winner of the
New York and London Marathons whose husband com-
peted in the 1996 Olympics and whose daughter just
ran in the 5,000m final in Rio, McColgan’s opinion car-
ries weight. “He has a really good running style so I
could see him being a better track runner,” says
McColgan who has been based in Qatar for the past
two-and-a-half years. “I met Michael when he sent me
an email to the DAC website but I had seen him train-
ing alone at the park where we train, as it was unusual
to see someone running so fast on his own,” says
McColgan.

On the night AFP watches him train, Ongeri is sur-
rounded by younger members of the club as Nuttall
barks out instructions. “Come on Michael! Stop being
so lazy!” he jokes as the security guard speeds at a pace
that marks him out from the other runners. “Madame
Liz”, as Ongeri calls McColgan, worries that any hopes
he has of competing professionally could be scuppered

by his lack of time to train. “Unfortunately he works
ridiculous hours so can only run once a day,” she says.
“If he wanted to race internationally you need twice a
day.” 

Ongeri grew up poor in Kenya’s Nyanza Province
and always loved running. But as the oldest son of five
siblings, his duty was to his family, not his passion.  “My
background wasn’t good, I faced hardship. I had to feed
my family,” he says. He ended up working on the same
farm as his father and mother but word of a job in
Qatar offered a chance to earn more money and to run
as well. To secure his passage to the Gulf he paid an
agent around $1,000 - cash he did not have but bor-
rowed from an Italian boss at a shop where he worked
in Kenya.

Three years on and he has just repaid the loan and
with the cash he sends to his family Ongeri survives in
Doha on around $100 each month. “Of course, now
everybody (back home) is looking at me -’Please, I need
this. Please I need that.’ It’s difficult, Doha is a very
expensive place.” As the temperature finally dips below
40 degrees C, Ongeri has an hour’s running behind him
and a three kilometre walk home ahead. It may be a
short distance from Aspire Park to Khalifa Stadium but
would represent a lifetime’s ambition if Ongeri one day
ends up running there. “This is my dream, I will make it,”
he says. — AFP 

Qatar security guard in the race of his life
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focused on second city Aleppo, which is roughly divided
between rebel forces and President Bashar al-Assad’s troops.

Global powers have been pushing for 48-hour human-
itarian ceasefires in the embattled city and UN Syria
envoy Staffan de Mistura has urged warring parties to
announce by yesterday whether they will commit to a
pause in the fighting. The UN says it has “pre-positioned”
aid to go to the city for some 80,000 people. Russia,
which backs Assad’s forces, has endorsed the proposal.
But some rebel groups have rejected the plan unless aid
passes through opposition-held areas and the ceasefire

applies to other areas of Syria under siege.
Opposition groups have repeatedly called for an end

to regime sieges of rebel-held areas, accusing Assad’s
government of using “starve or surrender” tactics. On
Saturday, the last rebel fighters were evacuated from the
town of Daraya just outside Damascus, under a deal that
followed a brutal four-year government siege. Hundreds
of fighters and their families were bused north into rebel-
held territory in Idlib province, with other civilians trans-
ferred to government territory near Damascus for reset-
tlement. The Syrian army said it was in complete control
of the town, from which roughly 8,000 civilians were due
to be evacuated. — AFP 

Turkey ramps up Syria offensive

A Kashmiri man holding an umbrella fishes from a weed covered portion of the Dal Lake standing on a wooden bridge as it rains in Srinagar, Indian controlled Kashmir, yesterday. — AP 


