
PRETORIA: Stand-in captain Faf du Plessis
scored a fifth test century before his bowlers
ripped through the New Zealand top order to
leave South Africa firmly in charge after day
two of the second test at Centurion on
Sunday.  Du Plessis was unbeaten on 112
when South Africa declared on 481 for eight
before reducing New Zealand to 38 for three
at the close with superb fast bowling on a
wicket that has both sideways movement and
variable bounce.  Skipper Kane Williamson is
not out on 15 and will carry the hopes of the
touring side into the third day, along with
Henry Nicholls who is unbeaten on four.

South Africa’s opening bowlers, Dale Steyn
and Vernon Philander, both returning to the
side for this series after injury layoffs, used the
conditions superbly and were unlucky not to
find more success.

Philander had Martin Guptill (eight) caught
at slip by Stiaan van Zyl before Steyn induced
an edge from Tom Latham that was caught by
wicketkeeper Quinton de Kock.  With plenty
of deliveries beating the bat and the scoring
rate slow, Ross Taylor (one) showed signs of
panic. He took on the arm of the nippy Temba
Bavuma at midwicket and was run out to
compound the misery for New Zealand.  Du
Plessis had earlier shown the way with a

patient innings that took 234 balls and was
his first test ton in 17 visits to the crease, a
timely return to form as he stands in for regu-
lar captain AB de Villiers.

JP Duminy, restored to the team in the
absence of De Villiers, missed out on his cen-

tury, though, falling for 88 caught behind off a
wild hook.

Neil Wagner, who attended primary and
high school with Du Plessis in Pretoria, was
the pick of the New Zealand bowlers with fig-
ures of 5-89 in 39 overs. —Reuters
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Sri Lanka Innings         
D. Gunathilaka b Starc 5   
T. Dilshan c Bailey b Zampa 42  
K. Mendis c Warner b Hazlewood 4   
D. Chandimal c Zampa b Faulkner 102 
A. Mathews lbw b Zampa 2   
D. de Silva c S. Marsh b Faulkner 12  
K. Perera b Starc 11  
T. Perera c S. Marsh b Hastings 9   
S. Prasanna c Bailey b Zampa 3   
D. Perera c Warner b Hastings 17  
A. Aponso not out 1   
Extras (lb-10 w-8) 18  
Total (all out, 49.2 overs) 226 
Fall of wickets: 1-6 D. Gunathilaka, 2-23 K.
Mendis, 3-96 T. Dilshan, 4-103 A. Mathews, 5-
133 D. de Silva, 6-154 K. Perera, 7-165 T.
Perera, 8-178 S. Prasanna, 9-217 D. Perera,
10-226 D. Chandimal.
Bowling: 
M. Starc 10-0-42-2 (w-3), J. Hazlewood 10-0-
51-1 (w-1), J. Hastings 10-1-41-2 (w-2), J.
Faulkner 9.2-0-44-2(w-2), A. Zampa 10-0-38-3.               

Australia Innings: 
D. Warner c Dilshan b Mathews 10  
A. Finch lbw b Aponso 30  
S. Marsh c Chandimal b Mathews 1   
G. Bailey b Prasanna 70  
T. Head b D. Perera 36  
M. Wade st K. Perera b D. Perera 42  
J. Faulkner c D. Perera b Aponso 4   
J. Hastings not out 5   
M. Starc c Prasanna b D. de Silva 12  
A. Zampa not out 5   
Extras (lb-6 w-6) 12  
Total (for 8 wickets, 46 overs) 227 
Fall of wickets: 1-31 D. Warner, 2-42 A. Finch,
3-44 S. Marsh, 4-106 T. Head, 5-187 M. Wade,
6-204 G.Bailey, 7-206 J. Faulkner, 8-222 M.
Starc.
Did not bat: J. Hazlewood.
Bowling: A. Mathews 7-0-30-2, T. Perera 2-0-
18-0 (w-2), A. Aponso 10-0-44-2 (w-1), D.
Perera 10-0-45-2 (w-1), T. Dilshan 4-0-24-0, S.
Prasanna 9-0-39-1 (w-2), D. de Silva 4-0-21-1. 
Result: Australia won by 2 wickets.

SCOREBOARD
DAMBULLA: Scoreboard at close of play in the third One Day International between
Sri Lanka and Australia yesterday in Dambulla, Sri Lanka:

South Africa 1st innings (Overnight: 283-3)
S. Cook c Williamson b Bracewell 56  
Q. de Kock c Boult b Wagner 82  
H. Amla c Watling b Wagner 58  
J. Duminy c Watling b Southee 88  
F. du Plessis not out 112 
T. Bavuma c Bracewell b Wagner 8   
S. van Zyl c Taylor b Wagner 35  
V. Philander b Wagner 8   
K. Rabada c Nicholls b Santner 7   
D. Steyn not out 13  
Extras (b-10 lb-4) 14  
Total (for 8 wickets, 154 overs) 481 
Fall of wickets: 1-133 Q. de Kock, 2-151 S. Cook, 3-
246 H. Amla, 4-317 J. Duminy, 5-342 T. Bavuma, 6-
426 S. van Zyl, 7-442 V. Philander, 8-463 K. Rabada
Did not bat: D. Piedt.
Bowling: T. Southee 35-5-114-1, T. Boult 35.4-7-

107-0, D. Bracewell 30.2-9-98-1, M. Santner 14-1-
62-1, N. Wagner 39-8-86-5.                

New Zealand 1st innings   
M. Guptill c van Zyl b Philander 8   
T. Latham c de Kock b Steyn 4   
K. Williamson not out 15  
R. Taylor run out (Bavuma) 1   
H. Nicholls not out 4   
Extras (lb-1 w-5) 6   
Total (for 3 wickets, 16 overs) 38  
Fall of wickets: 1-13 M. Guptill, 2-13 T. Latham, 3-
26 R. Taylor
To bat: B. Watling, M. Santner, D. Bracewell, T.
Southee, N. Wagner, T. Boult
Bowling: D. Steyn 8-2-18-1, V. Philander 4-1-10-1,
K. Rabada 4-0-9- 0 (w-1).

SCOREBOARD
Scoreboard at stumps on the second day in the second and final Test between South Africa and New
Zealand yesterday in Centurion, South Africa.

CENTURION:  For the first time in his 23-
Test career for New Zealand, Neil Wagner
had his whole family and many of his
childhood friends watching him during
the first day of the second Test against
South Africa at SuperSport Park on
Saturday.  “It was a special moment for
me,” said the fast bowler, who grew up in
nearby Pretoria. Wagner is part of what is
becoming an increasingly common phe-
nomenon, a born-and-bred South African
who has moved to another country and
represented it in sport.

He was born in Pretoria and went to
Afrikaans Boys’ High, the same school as

South African stars AB de Villiers and Faf
du Plessis.  “I was two years behind them. I
went to the same primary school as Faf
and we played a lot of backyard cricket
together.”

Wagner, 30, started his first-class career
for the Northerns amateur side before
moving to New Zealand at the age of 21.

“I have loved every bit of it. I live in
Dunedin today and that has played a big
part of who I am and how I have devel-
oped as a cricketer,” he said.  But it was at
Centurion that he developed his passion
for cricket, which made playing there such
a special moment.

“I had a lot of goosebumps when I
walked out,” he said. “It’s the first time in
my life that I had my whole family and a
lot of the friends I grew up with sitting
next to the field and watching a Test
match.  “I remember sitting on that bank
and watching Allan Donald and Shaun
Pollock and those guys, growing up and
falling in love with this game.  “Walking
out there today to represent the Black
Caps in a Test match was an amazing feel-
ing. I loved every moment of it.”

He said he stayed in touch with his old
school and his friends from his younger
days and looked forward to a day off after

the Test to spend some time with them.
His home language was Afrikaans and

he still speaks the language when he is
with his family. He took questions in
Afrikaans at a press conference but
answered in English.

“It’s just respect for the place where I
live now. It’s an English-speaking country.
I’m a fully converted Kiwi now.”

When he lived in South Africa his sur-
name was pronounced in the guttural
Afrikaans way ‘Vargnuh’ but since he start-
ed playing for New Zealand it has been
pronounced phonetically, with the ‘Wag’
as in a dog with its tail. Now he prefers

that. “I’m in New Zealand now, everyone
calls me that. It’s my adopted country and
I’m very happy with that. My nickname is
Wags. I’m not too fussed about it.” South
Africa’s top four batsmen all made half-
centuries as New Zealand’s decision to
bowl first failed to pay off on the first day
of the series-deciding second Test.

South Africa were 283 for three at the
end of a day when New Zealand were  on
the wrong end of no fewer than five leg
before wicket decisions, while seam
bowler Doug Bracewell limped off late in
the day with what appeared to be a ham-
string injury. —AFP

Happy homecoming for Kiwi Neil Wagner

Du Plessis ton puts SA 
on top in second test

PRETORIA: South Africa’s captain Faf du Plessis, right, plays a shot as New Zealand’s wicketkeeper BJ Watling, watches on the sec-
ond day of their second cricket test match at Centurion Park in Pretoria, South Africa, yesterday. —AP

DAMBULLA: Australia edged out Sri
Lanka by two wickets to spoil
Tillakaratne Dilshan’s one-day farewell
and go 2-1 up in the five-match series
yesterday.

Opting to bat first, Sri Lanka were all
out for 226 with four balls remaining, a
total built around Dinesh Chandimal’s
gutsy 102 in an otherwise poor batting
display by the hosts in the third match of
the series.

Dilshan’s fluent 42 in his one-day
swansong was the second highest score
and the former Sri Lanka captain quit the
format with 10,290 runs, including 22
centuries from 330 matches.

He will play the two Twenty20 match-
es against Australia next month before
retiring from international cricket.

Australia wobbled early in their reply
but George Bailey (70) featured in two
fifty-plus partnerships as the tourists
chased down the target with four overs
to spare.

Earlier, Dilshan was given a guard of
honour by his team mates when the 39-
year-old went out to bat but the team
looked in trouble after being reduced to
23 for two in the fourth over.

Dilshan joined forces with Chandimal to
steady the ship with a 73-run partnership
before he fell to an Adam Zampa full toss.

Australian fielders shook hands with
Dilshan, who received a standing ovation
from the sellout crowd at the Rangiri
Dambulla International Stadium.

Zampa dismissed Angelo Mathews in
his next over but Chandimal maintained
his red hot 50-overs form and brought
up his fourth one-day century before
being the last man out, holing out to
Zampa off James Faulkner.

Chandimal’s last seven one-day scores
are 52, 62, 63, 53, 80 not out, 48 and 102.

Leading the side in absence of regular
skipper Steve Smith, who has returned
home to rest, David Warner marshalled
his bowlers well to restrict the hosts to a
modest total.

Mathews dented Australia’s top order,
however, cheaply dismissing Warner and
Shaun Marsh as the touring side
slumped to 44 for three in the ninth over.

Bailey added 62 runs with Travis Head
(36) to put Australia’s chase back on track
and put on 81 runs with Matthew Wade
(42) to take the side close to victory.

Zampa, who had claimed 3-38 with
the ball, scored the winning run but
Bailey bagged the man-of-the-match
award.

The teams stay put in Dambulla
f o r  t h e  f o u r t h  o n e - d a y e r  o n
Wednesday. —Reuters

Australia edge out S Lanka 
in Dilshan ODI farewell

DAMBULLA: Australia’s George Bailey is bowled out as Sri Lanka’s Kusal
Perera celebrates during  their third one day international cricket match in
Dambulla, Sri Lanka, yesterday. —AP

FORT LAUDERDALE: MS Dhoni (L) of India and Carlos Brathwaite (2L) of West Indies agree with umpires Patrick Gustard (2R) and
Joel Wilson (R) to abandon their match due to rain during the 2nd and final T20 between West Indies and India at Central Broward
Stadium yesterday in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. —AFP


