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EMC Corporation (NYSE:EMC) announced new prod-
ucts and support that optimize the protection of
VMware workloads across the spectrum of VMware
environments to enable protection everywhere. A
recent survey of over 2700 business and IT profes-
sionals in Europe, the Middle East and Africa under-
taken for EMC by Arlington Research reported that
80% of CIOs believe a scalable, flexible converged
infrastructure will provide the platform for growth.
The survey revealed an increased interest in con-
verged and hyper converged infrastructure to help
CIOs address concerns about the readiness of cur-
rent IT infrastructure and skills to meet long term
needs as technology becomes embedded across
more aspects of the business.   

The integration between EMC’s data protection
portfolio and VMware software empowers vAdmins
to provision, monitor and manage the protection of
their virtual workloads through the standard
VMware interface. This includes enhanced support
for VMware Virtual SAN, VMware vSphere and
expanded data protection options for VCE(r) VxRail
Appliances. EMC Data Protection and VCE VxRail

Appliances As IT organizations increasingly look to
hyper-converged infrastructure appliances (HCIAs)
to simplify and improve operational efficiency for
more and more use cases, they need a wider range
of additional capabilities and more cost effective
scaling to support those workloads VCE VxRail
Appliance customers can now expand on its built-in
protection capabilities and leverage a wider range of
EMC data protection products to provide application
consistency for backups as well as comprehensive
monitoring, reporting and backup file search capa-
bilities.  With the EMC Data Protection Suite for
VMware and EMC Data Domain Virtual Edition
announcements, EMC is making the extended pro-
tection of Virtual Machines on VxRail Appliances:
Simple Simplified management makes of data pro-
tection for VMs fast and easy  Centralized monitor-
ing, analysis, reporting and search of backup data
gives users one place to find out everything they
need to know A single vendor approach offers a uni-
fied point of contact for sales and support from hard-
ware to software to protection and enables manage-
ment through a single native interface FastBackup

times can be reduced by up to 50%? 
Recovery times are up to 30x faster when com-

pared to traditional image-level restores? 
By deploying solutions that are built to work

together, data protection for VMs on VxRail
Appliances can be up-and-running in minutes
Efficient Protection storage requirements can be
reduced by up to 30x Up to 1,000 virtual machines
can be continually protected for zero RPO?

Software-defined protection storage offers sim-
ple deployment Support for mission-critical applica-
tions, including Exchange, SAP, SQL, SharePoint,
Oracle, DB2, Sybase, and IBM Domino for backup
and replication EMC Data Protection and VMware
Virtual SAN and VMware vSphere APIs for IO Filtering
For organizations leveraging VMware Virtual SAN,
the Data Protection Suite for VMware also provides
industry-leading Disaster Recovery support for
Virtual SAN through EMC RecoverPoint for VMs.
Having announced at VMworld 2015 that EMC would
become VMware’s first replication design partner, this
year, EMC becomes the only VM replication vendor to
support VMware vSphere APIs for IO Filtering, as it

brings a fully integrated virtual replication data servic-
es through RecoverPoint for VMs.

Availability:
EMC Data Protection Suite for VMware is available

today. EMC Data Domain Virtual Edition is available
today. EMC RecoverPoint for VMs supports VMware
vSphere APIs for IO filtering integration today. EMC
Unity and EMC VMAX support Virtual Volumes cur-
rently. 

Executive Quotes:
Beth Phalen, Senior Vice President and GM of

Data Protection and Availability Solutions, EMC
“Businesses need data protection everywhere - and
that’s as true with virtual machines and converged
appliances as it is for traditional storage arrays. EMC’s
portfolio approach to data protection, and deep
integration with VMware, means that we’re able to
offer solutions that can protect data wherever it is
and empower our customers to manage their data
protection through the native VMware management
consoles. 

EMC expands ‘data protection everywhere’ 

BARCELONA: Newfound enthusiasm for the lat-
est technologies, such as drones and smart-
phones, to improve the way aid is provided to
people in disasters may be overblown, experts
warned on Thursday.

The annual World Risk Report from the
United Nations University (UNU) highlights the
growing interest in new technologies to
improve emergency response - from drones
that can survey crisis-hit areas to social media
networks that allow survivors to communicate
with the wider world.  These can provide impor-
tant information to the logisticians who organ-
ize aid delivery or health workers trying to track
deadly diseases like Ebola in no-go areas, the
report said.

But Matthias? Garschagen, a risk manage-
ment expert with the UNU Institute for
Environment and Human Security (UNU-EHS),
said it could not substitute for the basic infra-
structure some countries have lacked for
decades. “Too many people see technology as
the main panacea for solving all the problems
you have after disasters strike,” he told the
Thomson Reuters Foundation. “A lot of develop-
ment experts put too much emphasis on tech-
nology.”

In Africa, for example, there are just 65 kilo-
meters of paved road per 100,000 inhabitants,
compared to 832 km in Europe or 552 km in the

Americas. In heavy rain, dirt roads soon become
impassable, which hampers the delivery of aid,
the report said. “No smartphones in the world
are going to significantly change this state of
affairs,” Garschagen said in the report produced
with the University of Stuttgart and B¸ndnis
Entwicklung Hilft, an alliance of German aid
agencies.

After the Nepal earthquakes last year, aid
agencies used drones to find out the extent of
damage, but their uncontrolled flying was a
headache for the government, which intro-
duced restrictions. And in many cases, helicop-
ters were not available to bring in aid to meet
the needs identified by aerial surveillance.

Drones themselves cannot be expected to
carry out aid deliveries any time soon, because
they cannot carry big enough loads and their
use is subject to so many rules, said Kathrin
Mohr, who heads Deutsche Post DHL Group’s
“GoHelp” team. “Some suggest that drones could
even carry medicine supplies to remote villages.
I think this is complete nonsense,” she said in the
report. “Just realize what one of these drones can
carry: Not more than one to three kilograms.
This really is an extremely limited amount.”

Humans matter
Garschagen said sound infrastructure - from

transport to telecoms and power networks -

must be built with disaster risks in mind and
properly maintained. An early warning system,
installed in Indonesia after the 2004 Indian
Ocean tsunami, malfunctioned in October 2010
when a 3-metre (10 ft) wave crashed into the
remote Mentawai islands, taking residents by
surprise and killing several hundred people.
“Too often we think infrastructure means build-
ing a nice road, a nice bridge or a tsunami early
warning system,” Garschagen said. “But we don’t
pay sufficient attention to the humans and insti-
tutions that need to be trained, educated and
built around the technology in order to main-
tain or run it properly.”

Planners and builders of infrastructure -
whether companies, governments or develop-
ment banks - should also consider the risks from
climate change, such as worsening floods, he
added. That is particularly so in Southeast Asia
and Africa, where much essential infrastructure
is not yet in place, he said. But pressure from
investors in growing cities like Lagos or Ho Chi
Minh City can make it difficult to think long
term, raising the risk of buildings or transport
being located in disaster-prone areas.

An index ranking the risk of disasters for 171
countries, contained in the report, shows the
world’s hot-spots l ie in the Pacific Ocean,
Southeast Asia, Central America and Africa’s
southern Sahel region. —Reuters

Don’t count on technology 

to save you in a disaster 

Overblown expectations

TALLINN: People gather around a bonfire during the Night of Ancient Bonfires, a cen-
turies-old maritime tradition also focused now on environmental awareness, on
August 27, 2016. —AFP

TALLINN: Hundreds of bonfires dotted the
Baltic Sea coast of Estonia Saturday night, a
centuries-old maritime tradition to guide
seafarers now celebrated with a tech-savvy
environmental twist.

Summer revellers from as far as Finland,
Sweden, Latvia and Russia also signed up
to be part of the event on the interactive
Ancient Bonfires website set up by
Mairold Vaik.

The popular Estonian blogger told AFP
that while the site registered hundreds of
hits this year, he aims to close a ring of bon-
fires around the Baltic Sea by 2018, all in a
bid to draw attention to its serious environ-
mental challenges.

According to the World Wildlife Fund,

the Baltic is one of the most threatened
marine ecosystems on the planet. Scientists
say that the shallow and closed body of
water is particularly vulnerable to overfish-
ing and agricultural fertilisers. 

Once washed into the sea, nitrate and
phosphate-rich farm run-off triggers oxy-
gen-depleted zones where no marine life
can exist. Encircled by nine countries,
including Estonia, Denmark, Finland,
Germany, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Russia
and Sweden, the Baltic has an estimated 16
million people living along its shores.

“We hope that people in other Baltic Sea
states like Denmark, Germany, Lithuania
and Poland will join us in the coming years,”
Vaik told AFP. —AFP

Bonfires light up Baltic 

coast, with tech-savvy twist

By Stephen Fernandes, Executive Vice
President - TransSys Solutions

Rapid onslaught of digital technologies and
growth in digital communities have
prompted IT managers to look beyond tra-

ditional ERP frameworks to what is next.
Business and enterprise applications have

relied on databases to store information and
process it for results and inferences. But the
architecture of databases used over the last
decade have been used with certain limitations.
Most databases have been built to use with spe-
cific applications and for specific purposes. In
other words, applications and databases are
configured to match each other to generate spe-
cific results for end users. Change the require-
ment and the database needs to be configured
to match the purpose. In the present era of digi-
tal transformation and business agility, the
biggest hurdles remain managing the complex
databases and the enormous growth in duplica-
tion of data.

However, till recently businesses had no
option but to wade through large, sprawling,
complex and limited database structures, locked
to legacy applications that generated predeter-
mined reports and dashboards. Changing the
requirements of the management dashboard
has meant recreating the database, a long and
demanding process. 

While the basic core ERP engine still remains,
the driver of enterprise transaction processing
cannot be ignored. The associated ecosystem of
tools and interfaces to engage and access this
engine, are in the process of being transformed.
Creating and replicating databases to meet new
requirements, the significant lead times associat-
ed with the process, the limited benefits and
gains at the end of it, has led to the emergence
of next generation ERP.  

While duplication and complexity of databas-
es structures are offshoots of traditional inward
facing IT investments, the challenges of data del-
uge are coming from another source. Sensor
generated data, data from social media applica-
tions, consumer data generated from mobile
and other connected devices, are generating
exponential volumes of data, that are in an
unstructured format. For any business, the exter-
nal unstructured data needs to be linked to
internal structured databases to be brought into
context and generate business friendly conclu-
sions. Many of the open source datawarehouses
are limited in their ability to integrate with inter-
nal, structured application databases.

The limitations of ERP applications to meet

the increasing demands of business to compete
in real time, the increasingly long lead times to
make modifications, the inability to manage
new sources of data generation, have pushed
business managers to independently test the
waters of cloud based applications available on
multitude of connected devices. And question
the longer term viability of expensive and cum-
bersome ERP systems. 

IT managers are now faced with answering
two fundamental questions. How can they lever-
age previous investments in ERP systems while
meeting the requirements of business managers
faced with the onslaught of digital transforma-
tion? How can they rapidly integrate existing
ERP systems with newer, more open, agile digital
applications? The primary objective of such ini-
tiatives being to transform and rebuild the busi-
ness into one adapted for change and to per-
form as a high velocity enterprise.

The transformation process leading to build-
ing next generation ERP systems and architec-
ture typically involves the following:.Leveraging the core ERP and extending it
to meet new data requirements.Incorporating new technology enhance-
ments such as open APIs, hybrid cloud deploy-
ment, in-memory computing, real time analytics,
IoT interfaces.Bringing in new models of user engage-
ment such as managed services, consortium
building, risk-sharing.Interconnectivity and integration with mul-
tiple and growing data sources and data streams
through open interfaces, aggregating results
and intelligence.Migrating to a new architecture that is
open to integration, agile in delivery, and is in a
mode of continuous innovation and improve-
ment.Revamping user experience and navigation
helping them get visibility into data and action-
able intelligence leading to smart decision mak-
ing .Realigning with business processes while
adding additional granular information, real
time analytics, in-contextual support, aiding
improved decision making, agility, velocity

The most significant aspect of Modern ERP
solutions is simplification at every level. This
includes system architecture, program structure,
data model, user interface, intuitiveness, data
results, data dashboards, data interpretations,
amongst others. 

Other characteristics of Modern ERP applica-
tions include inbuilt-modularity of solutions,
hybrid approach of deployment, extensive inter-

operability through open APIs, backward and
forward platform compatibility, intrinsic open
source approach, and flexible architecture for
future product expansion. 

Another question that arises for end users is
how to migrate into next-generation ERP solu-
tions. A ray of sunlight here - vendors are offer-
ing all possible migration paths. End users can
opt for on premise or hybrid migration options.
If it is on premise they can opt for greenfield, all-
new environment migration. Or they can opt for
upgrading selected hardware, and a phased-
wise approach for improvement. For a hybrid IT
migration, the optimal mix of private and public
cloud deployments are selected. 

It has been decades since the first databases
were used by enterprises, the IT industry may
now be on a fresh and revamped path of win-
win relationships with their eco-system of end
customers. 

Generation of modern ERP begins 

Stephen Fernandes - Executive Vice President
- TransSys Solutions

LAS VEGAS: A pair of DJI Phantom 4 drones are flown during an AviSight Drone
Academy training class at the South Point Hotel & Casino on August 25, 2016. —AFP

BRUSSELS: Websites such as Google’s
YouTube, DailyMotion and Pinterest could
be required by the European Union to seek
licenses or revenue-sharing deals with
artists for content that is uploaded by their
users. The music industry has long com-
plained that services such as YouTube do
not pay artists enough for their music and
has urged regulators to close what it calls
the “value gap”. They say that Alphabet Inc’s
Google makes vast sums from ad-support-
ed services such as YouTube, but only a
small share of the money goes to the music
industry.

The European Commission, the EU exec-
utive, is looking at imposing an obligation
on platforms hosting user-uploaded con-
tent-such as YouTube, Vimeo and
DailyMotion-to seek agreements with
rights holders “reflecting the economic val-
ue of the use made of the protected con-
tent”, according to a draft paper, seen by
Reuters, listing the preferred options for
the EU’s copyright reform.

The agreement could take the form of
a copyright license or a monetization
agreement such as sharing of revenue, an
option that is already widely used. The
Commission also wants online sharing
platforms to put in place “appropriate and
proportionate measures, such as content
identification technologies, to ensure the
functioning” of  the agreements with
rights holders.

The proposal is still being discussed and

the final version is expected in late
September. Google says that YouTube
alone has generated more than $2 billion
for rights holders by striking licensing
agreements with music labels and publish-
ing societies around the world. YouTube
uses Content ID, which automatically iden-
tifies an artist’s content, to give rights hold-
ers the choice of whether to leave it up,
block it or monetize it through a revenue-
sharing deal.

Google says that more than 98 percent
of all YouTube copyright removal claims
use Content ID and the music industry
chooses to monetize 95 percent of its
Content ID claims. But rights holders say
they do not have enough bargaining pow-
er and are presented with a “take it or leave
it” deal since the online platforms have no
obligation to negotiate with them.

The draft paper said its proposals are
likely to increase revenues for rights hold-
ers but did not estimate by how much.
Google declined to comment. The music
industry says that Content ID does not
work well enough and subscription-based
services such as Spotify generate more rev-
enue for the industry despite a smaller user
base. The Commission also wants to give
news publishers a new exclusive right cov-
ering the online use of their content to give
them more bargaining power vis-‡-vis
search engines such as Google when
demanding payment for showing snippets
of their articles. — Reuters

EU may require YouTube, DailyMotion 

to seek deals with music industry

JERUSALEM: Israeli technology
company Shellanoo is planning to
raise at least 100 million shekels
($26.5 million) in an initial public
offering (IPO) on the Tel Aviv Stock
Exchange in late September or
October, it said yesterday.

Shellanoo, founded in 2014
and whose backers include
Russian bi l l ionaire Roman

Abramovich and popstars will.i.am
and Nick i  Minaj,  focuses on
mobile applications, online servic-
es and interactive artificial intelli-
gence.

The company said it has been
valued at $177 million by consult-
ing firm BDO. By staying local,
Shellanoo is bucking a trend of
Israel i  technology companies

choosing to list on foreign mar-
kets such as Nasdaq.

Company spokesman David
Strauss said that Shellanoo hopes
its  plans wil l  encourage more
technology businesses to stay in
Tel  Aviv.  Among Shellanoo’s
investments,  i ts  website l ists
about two dozen mobile apps and
digital platforms, some available

and some in development.
One of those programmes is

anonymous messaging app
Blindspot, which has come under
f i re  f rom some parents  and
politicians who say it  is  being
used as a weapon for cyber-bul-
lying. The IPO is being underwrit-
ten by Israeli investment bank
Poalim IBI. —Reuters

Israeli tech group Shellanoo plans Tel Aviv IPO 


