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Amir receives calls from
Saudi King, Qatari Amir

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah received separate phone calls Tuesday from Saudi King
Salman bin Abdulaziz and Qatari Amir Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad
Al-Thani, who both inquired about his health condition after he
caught a cold. His Highness the Amir thanked King Salman and
Sheikh Tamim for their phone calls which reflected the solid rela-
tionship between Kuwait and each of Saudi Arabia and Qatar,
wishing them and their countries everlasting prosperity. —KUNA

His Highness the Amir Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah

KUWAIT: His Highness the Crown Prince
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
received His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah at Bayan Palace early yesterday. His
Highness the Crown Prince also received
First Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Foreign Affairs Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-

Hamad Al-Sabah, Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Defense Sheikh
Mohammad Al-Khaled Al-Sabah, and
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Interior Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah.
Furthermore, His Highness received Deputy
head of the Ruling Family Council Dr
Sheikh Ibrahim Al-Duaij Al-Sabah. —KUNA

Crown Prince receives officials

KUAWIT: The Speaker of the National
Assembly Marzouq Ali  Al-Ghanem
received His Highness the Prime
Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah early yesterday. His
Highness the Prime Minister congratu-
lated Ghanem on being reinstated as
parliament Speaker.  Ghanem and
Sheikh Jaber stressed the importance of
boosting cooperation between the leg-
islative and executive authorities to
best fulfill the interests the country and
people.  —KUNA

Speaker, Premier
vow cooperation

Marzouq Al-Ghanem

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s financial regulator is
considering requests from local compa-
nies to issue $2 billion worth of conven-
tional bonds and sukuk, the chairman of
the Capital Markets Authority, Nayef Al-
Hajraf, said yesterday. The applications are
under study for final approval, he said at a
conference in Kuwait. He did not specify
whether the issues would be in foreign or

local currency.
Bond issuance approved by the CMA

totals $4 billion since new rules covering
debt sales were introduced a year ago,
while sukuk stand at $700 million, Hajraf
added. He also said the CMA was working
on creating regulations for a secondary
market to trade bonds and sukuk in
Kuwait. —Reuters

Kuwait’s CMA says $2 billion of
corporate bonds, sukuk in pipeline

KUWAIT: Capital Market Authority’s Chairman Dr Nayef Al-Hajraf speaks
during a seminar yesterday. —KUNA

LJUBLJANA: The Republic of Slovenia is
keen on developing relations with the GCC
countries, especially Kuwait, said Karl
Erjavec, Slovenian Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Foreign Affairs yesterday.
Speaking on the sidelines of the two-day

Slovenian-GCC conference, Erjavec said
that this will not be the last meeting of this
kind to be held in Slovenia, stressing that
his country was looking forward for future
events aimed at boosting cooperation
between the two sides.

The current meeting will look into all suit-
able measures to enhance cooperation
between the GCC and Slovenia, said the min-
ister. Slovenia, as part of the EU, is willing to

boost ties with the Gulf States, said Erjavec
who alluded to the 25th meeting of the EU
and GCC Foreign Ministers back in July.

The Foreign Minister said that the EU, as
one of the strongest partners to the GCC
bloc, had signed several agreements to
strengthen commercial and economic ties,
revealing that the two sides signed an
agreement back in April 2016 to boost
economic relations. On relations with
Kuwait, Slovenian Minister said that hold-
ing dialogue with the Gulf state was within
his country’s top priorities.

Previous agreements signed between
Slovenia and Kuwait had provided solid
grounds for the two nations to pursue
more cooperation in the near future, said
the minister who commended the Kuwaiti
participation in the current Slovenian-GCC
conference.

Kuwait and Slovenia currently focused
their cooperation within the commercial
level, said Minister Erjavec who hoped that
the two countries will increase their com-
mercial exchange from the 2015 sum of
14.2 million euro. The Minister took the
chance to invite Kuwaitis and GCC busi-
ness personnel to invest in his country,
revealing that the health tourism sector
was one of the major business attractions
in Slovenia.

Meanwhile, Erjavec touched on the
issue of Kuwait’s bid for a non-permanent
seat as representative of Asia and the
Pacific in the UNSC for 2018-19, saying
that the strong bilateral relations will
reflect positively on Slovenia’s stance on
the issue. —KUNA

Slovenia keen on cooperation
with GCC states, Kuwait: Erjavec

Karl Erjavec, Slovenian Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister of
Foreign Affairs

KUWAIT: Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs Khaled Al-Jarallah met yester-
day with the Pakistani Ambassador to Kuwait Ghulam Dastagir discussing
the bilateral relations between the states of Kuwait and Pakistan in addition
to regional and international issues. —KUNA

KUWAIT: Officials and members of the
Government economic affairs commission
held a meeting yesterday with NGOs’ repre-
sentatives discussing possible steps to boost
reforms at the national level and re-activate
these associations’ role in this respect.

The commission, headed by Deputy Prime
Minister and Finance Minister Anas Al-Saleh,
has opted to specialize its first meeting for
such a debate, reflecting the government
keenness on placing economic issues on top
of the task priorities, according to a commit-
tee statement.

The meeting was held in light of guide-
lines by His Highness the Amir for greater
efforts to push economic and financial
reforms forward, and in implementation of
His Highness the Prime Minister’s instruc-
tions. Such an approach is necessary for alle-

viating the State budget burden, trimming
expenditure, improving the business environ-
ment, the labor market, privatizing many sec-
tors and services and creating jobs.

The meeting included representatives of
the Graduates Society of Kuwait, Kuwait Bar
Association, Kuwait Accountants and
Auditors Association (KAAA), Kuwait
Engineers Society, Kuwait Economic Society
as well as specialists from government
departments. 

The Government Commission also
includes Minister of Social Affairs and Labor
and Minister of State for Economic Affairs Dr
Hind Al-Subaih, Minister of State for Housing
Affairs and Minister of State for Utilities Yasser
Abul, Minister of Commerce and Industry
Khaled Al-Roudan, Minister of Oil, Electricity
and Water Essam Al-Marzouq. —KUNA

Kuwaiti govt officials, NGOs
ponder avenues for reforms


