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KUWAIT: National Assembly Speaker
Marzouq Al-Ghanem yesterday said
that a request by several MPs to
debate the government’s economic
reform package has been placed on
the agenda of the Jan 10 session for
discussion. MPs had demanded that
the government should explain the
measures included in the package,
which was designed by the govern-
ment in the face of falling oil revenues
and to plug the budget deficit.
Opposition MPs have vowed that they
will strongly oppose any measure by
the government to raise charges on
services or to tax citizens to boost
non-oil revenues.

Sawwagh’s death 
Meanwhile, opposition MP Al-

Humaidi Al-Subaei said he will
demand the formation of a commit-
tee to probe the case of the death of
former lawmaker Falah Al-Sawwagh,
who died a few months ago while
undergoing surgery. Subaei said the
probe has become necessary after
new Health Minister Jamal Al-Harbi
referred the case to the public prose-
cution to investigate suspected med-
ical negligence that led to Sawwagh’s
death. MPs paid tributes to Sawwagh
during the opening session of the
Assembly on Sunday.

Treatment abroad
Harbi also said that a committee

has been formed to review decisions
to send Kuwaiti patients for medical
treatment abroad and establish if the
decisions were in line with the law.
The minister said that if the probe
finds that some people who didn’t
deserve it were sent, the officials
responsible for sending them will be
penalized.

KAC pilots
Rapporteur of the Assembly ’s

financial and economic affairs com-
mittee MP Safa Al-Hashem said the
panel discussed yesterday the case of
38 Kuwait Airways pilots who were
forced to do other government jobs
as part of implementing the KAC pri-
vatization law. Hashem said that the
pilots and the minister of housing and
utilities attended the meeting to see
how the pilots can be reinstated.

She said that KAC management

has applied the law in a wrong way
and the pilots should not be forced to
leave the national carrier. Hashem
said that the minister asked for time
until Dec 25 to discuss the issue and

meet with the panel. She said that a
number of MPs will file to amend two
articles in the law related to appoint-
ments, adding she was not worried
about the opposition of the adminis-
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KUWAIT: Minister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Mohammad Al-Jabri (center) meets ministry officials during a cere-
mony marking his assumption of the senior post. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Minister of Awqaf and
Islamic Affairs Mohammad Al-Jabri
has affirmed his keenness on main-
taining moderation and “combating
extremism and thoughts of annihila-
tion.” Minister Al-Jabri, the sole elect-
ed parliament member in the recently
formed new cabinet, made the asser-
tion during a ceremony marking his
assumption of the senior post.

The newly-assigned minister
affirmed his keenness on maintaining
“moderation, his resolve to fight radi-
calism and destructive thoughts;
because our religion is a religion of
moderation,” indicating that scholars
in the country are supportive of this

approach. The State of Kuwait has
repeatedly affirmed that it advocates
Islam as a religion of moderation and
peaceful co-existence among diverse
communities.  Kuwait hosts communi-
ties from various nations of diverse
faiths, with freedoms to practice their
beliefs.

On his call to pray for the people of
Aleppo, the minister replied, “this is
the least we can offer to our stricken
brothers in Aleppo” praying to His
Almighty to relieve them of their
hardships. The State of Kuwait has
urged the Security Council to shoul-
der its responsibilities towards the
tragic conditions in Aleppo and called

for an irregular Arab meeting to look
into the plight of the war-battered
residents of the Syrian city.

Separately, the new Minister of
Justice, Minister of State for National
Assembly Affairs Dr Faleh Al-Azb yes-
terday urged personnel at the Palace
of Justice to speed up legal and judi-
cial transactions. Minister Azb made
the call for speedier performance of
the tasks during a tour to various sec-
tions of the Palace of Justice and affili-
ate buildings, in an effort to pin point
causes for work obstruction and delay.
The minister during the inspection lis-
tened to a number of judges, attor-
neys, prosecutors and staff. —KUNA
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KUWAIT: Minister of Oil and
Minister of Electricity and Water
Essam Al-Marzouq stressed the
need for a legislation to establish a
‘Public Authority for Electricity and
Water.’ He also noted that the
authority would be public, mean-
ing that all facilities currently under
the ministry would not be priva-
tized and will remain state-owned.
Meanwhile, Marzouq stressed that
the new electricity tariff is being
studied by the Fatwa and
Legislation Department, adding
that it helps rationalize consump-
tion, and is not primarily meant to
increase the ministry’s income. The
new tariffs are expected to become

effective on May 2017.

Cooperation
Chairman of the Municipal

Council’s reform and development
committee Osama Humoud Al-
Otaibi stressed that cooperation
between the Municipal Council and
the Ministry of State for Economic
Affairs, formerly the Ministry of State
for Planning and Development, is in
progress in order to remove all the
obstacles facing development plans. 

Showers
Meteorologist Salah Al-Ansari

reported light showers and cloudy
weather over Kuwait International
Airport and Um Al-Maradem island
yesterday.
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KUWAIT: Minister of Housing and
Minister of Utilities Yasser Abul
received yesterday Hameed Al-
Qattan, Undersecretary of the
Ministry of Utilities, formerly known
as the Ministry of Communications.
During the meeting which also
included other ministry officials, Abul
asked them to change the ministry’s
name officially to the Ministry of
Utilities in all official correspondences.
He also gave Qattan full authority to
run the ministry’s affairs, and reas-
sured the assistant undersecretaries
that they would not be reshuffled for
the time being. Meanwhile, Abul
stressed the importance of privatizing
all of the ministry sectors, which
include the post, long distance calls,
landlines and transport department.

Employees financial, administrative
and vocational rights will be protect-
ed following the privatization process,
Abul assured. 

Officer accuses inmate of arson
A police man working at the cen-

tral prison reported that someone had
torched his vehicle, while the fire also
damaged his brother’s vehicle. Both
cars were parked outside his house in
Abdullah Mubarak, he said. He noted
that surveillance cameras showed the
incinerator’s vehicle parked outside
the house while the incident took
place. The prison guard accused an
inmate of committing the arson, say-
ing that he had clearly threatened to
torch his vehicle because he had
refused to smuggle in some contra-
bands for him. A case was filed and
further investigations are in progress.

KUWAIT: His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s
speech at the opening of
the National Assembly’s
15th legislative term on
December 11th has laid a
roadmap for the national
action on all levels,
Information Minister Sheikh
Salman Sabah Al-Salem Al-
Humoud Al-Sabah affirmed
yesterday.

Sheikh Salman, also
Minister of State for Youth
Affairs, made his remarks to
KUNA following his meet-
ing with Director General of
the Public Authority for
Sport (PAS) Sheikh Ahmad
Al-Mansour Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah, Undersecretary of
the Ministry of State for
Youth Affairs Sheikha Al-
Zain Al-Sabah, Director-
General of Public Authority
for Youth (PAY)
Abdulrahman Al-Mutairi,
and a number of youth and
sports leaderships.

His Highness’ speech
also sets up a comprehen-
sive action plan for the
Kuwaiti youth for the next
stage, he said, noting that
the Amir’s speech also ana-
lyzed the country’s local sit-
uations accurately and pro-
vided suitable solutions for
them in a fashion that
boosts Kuwait’s status on
regional and international
levels. His Highness the
Amir’s political and leader-
ship wisdom made the
youth issue a top priority
and interest in the country,
providing them with all
types of support, care, and
attention, Sheikh Salman
said.—KUNA

Arwa Gulf Trading Company

to take part in Horeca 2017 

KUWAIT: Preparations for the Horeca
Kuwait 2017 exhibition are steadily pro-
gressing, and the event is attracting
more companies to take part, since it is
an event which provides a golden oppor-
tunity to exchange expertise to meet the
local market’s needs and future expan-
sion plans. In this regard, Arwa Gulf
Trading Company recently announced its
intention to take part in the exhibition as
a leading companies in the field of hospi-
tality, food industries, transport and gas,
especially since its products are very well
known in Kuwait and overseas. 

Commenting on his company’s par-
ticipation, General Manager Tareq Al-
Saleh said that Aqua Cool has become a
major brand in bottled drinking water in
Kuwait and that it has won customers’
trust because of its high quality. 

Saleh added that Aqua Cool was
recently awarded the ‘Best Taste Award’
by the International Quality and Taste
Institute in Belgium. “Aqua Cool is
healthy and very beneficial for the body
because of the balanced minerals and
low sodium it contains,” he underlined. 

Meanwhile, Mohammed Serajuddin,

the company’s beverages department
manager, said that Arwa Gulf Trading,
Aqua Cool and Lavazza Kuwait have spe-
cialized in the supply of bottled water,
water dispensing machines and compo-
nents, ground coffee, coffee beans and
WEGA machines for coffee shops, restau-
rant and hotels. He added that jointly
with the Italian company of Lavazza,
Arwa provides high quality coffee
machines and various types of coffee,
varying from ground coffee, coffee cap-
sules and decaffeinated coffee. He also

noted that the company’s plan to go into
the retail market in Kuwait will be com-
plete by the first quarter of 2017. 

Horeca Kuwait 2017 has so far attract-
ed over 70 companies due to display
their products in the presence of a group
of international experts and chefs and a
large group of company and hotel own-
ers. The exhibition is organized by
Leaders Group in collaboration with
Hospitality Services Company at Kuwait
International Fairgrounds in Mishref on
January 16-18, 2017. 
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