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The Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) recently held
its 37th summit in Manama without any surpris-
es, especially with relation to the GCC union

project, which reflects lack of unanimous integrated
visions at the time being, despite media enthusiasm
and the support provided by some political figures
and blocs in some member states, including Kuwait, to
such media campaigns. The summit settled for taking
the traditional attitudes towards many regional and
international issues and emphasizing member states’
cooperation in various fields. 

Hesitancy about declaring the GCC union, regard-
less of its form and suggested legal or political struc-
ture, remains the wisest and most balanced option at
this stage because the infrastructure for regional inte-
gration is still immature, be it on economic level as for
the unified currency or the joint market, or in terms of
diversifying sources of income, in addition to trans-
port links and land and sea connections amongst GCC
brothers, though some of these projects, like the rail-
way line, is underway. 

Politically speaking and despite agreeing on many
issues amongst GCC capitals, attitudes are still diverse
and relatively different towards some major regional
and international issues including the situation in
Syria, Iraq, Yemen and most recently Egypt, in addition
to Iran. The US presidential election results made the

situation more complicated. In addition, Oman’s atti-
tude, in particular, towards many of these issues might
prevent the establishment of a full GCC union or make
it prematurely born, which might create a great deal
of embarrassment to such a long journey. 

On the other hand, any project to declare the
establishment of a regional union upon security con-
cerns alone would be more like a reaction to some of
the hot issues mentioned above, including what most
GCC states consider as Iranian provocative acts. It
might also direct member states towards adopting
solid political tools and make accelerating decisions at
the expense of completing the infrastructure needed
for more economic and cultural conformity. Many sim-
ilar pacts made as reactions to mere security or politi-
cal situations could not hold for long and were
doomed to failure, such as the Arab Maghreb Union,
Warsaw Pact, Baghdad Pact and the Arab Cooperation
Council. 

GCC integration must be made upon well-studied
foundations stemming from peoples’ wills and aspira-
tions, in addition to the challenges GCC states are fac-
ing in terms of sustainable human development,
diversifying economies and activating the role of GCC
diplomacy in making friends, which will make any
future unity project be well-made in a promising way. 

— Translated by Kuwait Times

37th GCC Summit

By Dr Hassan Jouhar 
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Crime
R e p o r t

Officer injured
A driver of a rundown truck failed to escape from
police, but ran over a technician deliberately. The inci-
dent took place in Kabd when officers at a checkpoint
noticed the truck and decided to impound the vehicle
for safety reasons. The driver ran over the technician
while trying to escape, but was stopped and detained.
The officer was sent to hospital for treatment.

Smuggling foiled
Two hashish rolls and 1,500 Tramadol tablets were found
with an Egyptian man minutes after he arrived to Kuwait.
The man was taken from Kuwait International Airport
directly to the Drugs Control General Department for fur-
ther action.

Without a license
“Be like a horse, and never get tired by taking this prod-
uct.” This promotion was written on a man’s social
media account which he used to sell aphrodisiacs with-
out a proper license. Police had stopped a car that
turned out to be reported missing by a car rental
agency. Police noticed a bag of drugs next to the driver,
and asked him about it. The man, bedoon (stateless),
said the drugs were sexual stimulants, and that he sold
them online for KD 45 per box. He was taken to the
proper authorities to face charges. — Al-Rai, Al-Anbaa 
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GCC Chambers

reject JASTA

KUWAIT: The Federation of Gulf Cooperation Council
Chambers (FGCCC) heavily criticized the Justice against
Sponsors of Terrorism Act (JASTA) which was passed by the
US Congress earlier this year. “Such legislative terrorism
should not only be met with criticism and angry reactions,
but also with planning for calculated steps and active
diplomacy, creating a wide public relations network and
forming a specialized work team that seeks aid from inter-
national legal companies and houses inside and outside
the United States,” said FGCCC Chairman Ali Al-Ghanem.
Calling the arguments based on which the law was enact-
ed as ‘contradicting,’ Ghanem indicated that all countries
were affected by terrorist actions, including GCC countries
and Saudi Arabia in specific. He added that the law would
affect US economic interests “and trillions of dollars that
foreign countries invest inside America.” — Al-Rai

GCC railway project
KUWAIT: The estimated cost of building a railway in
Kuwait as part of the GCC railway project varies
between KD 900 million and KD 1 billion, according to
a study carried out by Ernst and Young and presented
recently to the Kuwait Authority for Partnership
Projects (KAPP). The $19 billion project is planned to
extend to up to 1,940 kilometers across all GCC states,
including 145 kilometers in Kuwait. KAPP is still yet to
receive offers regarding the project as it waits for
removing obstacles standing in front of the projects -
including more than 30 farms that have to be
removed to make way for the tracks. — Al-Rai

Citizenship reinstatement
KUWAIT: A number of MPs discussed an initiative to form a
team that discusses finding an amicable solution with the
government to return citizenships of people whose
nationalities were withdrawn. The reinstatement would
come through a decision released by the cabinet, sources
said, adding that steps are ongoing to launch this initiative
to “end the suffering of those affected as soon as possible,
especially since their situation is deteriorating.” — Al-Rai

Detectives held

for theft

KUWAIT: Four detectives and two Syrians were arrested for
breaking into a man’s house and robbing a safe. The sus-
pect were identified through CCTV footage that the com-
plainant provided to police. The four detectives broke into
the citizen’s house looking for an unlicensed weapon, leav-
ing the door broken. The owner was surprised on returning
home to find out that the safe was missing. The six, includ-
ing the four detectives were arrested for questioning and
further legal action by Salmiya police station.
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MPs target

demographic

imbalance as

priority

KUWAIT: Several MPs indicated some of the govern-
ment’s priorities by speaking about the demograph-
ic imbalance and the problem of ‘bachelors’. MPs
Osama Al-Shaheen, Oudah Al-Ruwaei, Salah
Khourshid, Hamad Al-Harshani and Khalil Al-Saleh
called to put an end to these issues that have been
raised for more than a decade without any solutions.

Shaheen considered rectifying the defect in the
population structure and a finding logical solution
for the bachelor problem among his priorities, espe-
cially since the imbalance has negative economic,
social and security implications. He said repeated
government promises of reform did not produce
true reform - rather it widened the gap between the
number of expats and citizens.

Shaheen said the defect in the population struc-
ture is increasing, and it is strange that the focus is
only on certain nationalities. “Reform should be on
two tracks - the first is to boost the percentage of cit-
izens compared to expats and bring them back to
becoming a majority; and diversify nationalities that
are participating in building the country, and there
should not be a concentration of certain nationali-
ties,” he said.

Meanwhile, Assembly Secretary Ruwaie said “if
the government had complied with the rules and did
not appease anyone at the expense of the popula-
tion structure, we would not have seen these prob-
lems”. “This should be dealt with according to the
law,” he added. 

Khourshid asked the Cabinet to “put an end to the
bachelors’ problem and search for a serious and well-
studied solution instead of transferring problems”.
“The bachelors’ problem is not one of today, since a
decade ago the government spoke about building
cities for bachelors. But due to favoritism in distribut-
ing projects, no bachelor cities were built,” he
charged. “One of the most dangerous problems that
has surfaced lately is that of single women, especially
those seen on the streets, which may create moral
problems,” he said, calling for holding those who
caused the bachelors’ problem to account.

Harshani called for readjusting the demographic
structure because it is the most important pillar of
development, especially since it is linked to the secu-
rity, economy and social sectors. He called upon the
social affairs and labor minister to announce solu-
tions for the problem and end the issue of bachelors.

Saleh also demanded the social affairs and labor
minister to adjust the population structure and
called for a strategy to reduce the number of expats,
“because it is no longer acceptable to have the num-
ber of expats three times the number of citizens”.
“We are not against expats, but we are for reducing
their numbers and finding solutions to the bachelor
problem. There is no dispute over the necessity to
find a solution for their humanitarian problems, and
punish those who caused the unrealistic increase in
their numbers,” he added. — Al-Rai

KUWAIT: Gulf Bank announced yester-
day that it was awarded the “Best
Message for T V Commercial 2016
Award” at the Fourth Advertising
Creativity Awards (ACA) event organ-
ized by the Arab Media Forum. The
event was held under the auspices of
Sheikh Salman Sabah Al-Salem Al-
Homoud Al-Sabah, Minister of
Information and State Minister for
Youth Affairs.  

The award was presented to Gulf
Bank for its special T V commercial
launched during the Holy Month of
Ramadan 2016, and which was pro-
duced in cooperation with Impact and
Echo.  Gulf Bank’s Ramadan video
revolves around the issue of prejudice
and stereotypes as well as around the
importance of giving beyond one’s lim-
its. The video shares five different sto-
ries, where the actions of the characters
are being perceived as pejorative but
turning out that they are opting for
good deeds. The video calls for people

to give beyond their limits and reminds
every one of the importance of forgive-
ness during the Holy Month. The com-
mercial was well received locally and
regionally due to its impactful message
and it was broadcasted on Kuwait tele-
vision stations and released on
YouTube, Instagram, Facebook, Twitter
and other social media channels. 

The Advertising Creativity Award
2016 was organized for the fourth year
by the Arab Media Forum, which has
proven to be one of the region’s most
prominent local industry events. The
event brought together many minis-
ters, media and advertising executives,
journalists, academics, authors, actors,
businessmen, and social figures from all
around the Arab world.

For more information about Gulf
Bank, visit one of Gulf Bank’s 56 branch-
es, call the Customer Contact Center on
1805805, visit the bank’s bilingual web-
site at www.e-gulfbank.com or its
social media channels on YouTube,

Gulf Bank wins ‘Best Message for TV Commercial 2016 Award’

At Advertising Creativity Awards Ceremony

KUWAIT: Kuwait Finance House (KFH) has participated in
local banks exhibition organized by Gulf Oil Company. KFH
participation comes as part of KFH efforts to introduce its
services and products, highlight KFH nature of business and
reiterate the significance of reaching various tiers of cus-
tomers in addition to the achievement of cooperation and
coordination with various entities working in various fields. 

Specialized employees were able to present complete
demonstrations and presentations on KFH services, prod-
ucts and financial solutions to visitors and Gulf Oil
Company employees to enlighten them about all advan-
tages and offers provided by the bank. These steps aim to
reinforce communications with customers and identify
their needs closely.

KFH presence in its special pavilion provides the oppor-
tunity to answer all queries and questions, introduce servic-
es and products provided by the bank including finance

deposits, banking cards, offers, special discounts, announce
profits on deposits, discounts granted on prepaid credit
cards and types of banking and finance transactions . 

KFH pavilion witnessed remarkable attendance by oil
sector employees, thus reiterating the compatibility and
feasibility of the services and products provided by KFH.
Needless to say that KFH has a vast customers’ base and
market share. Accordingly, it becomes a necessity to reach
out to customers and update them on the latest services
and banking products offered by the bank. 

The visitors of KFH pavilion praised the remarkable inter-
est and care which they have seen from KFH employees
who have presented a comprehensive vision on KFH servic-
es, products, business and distinguished performance.
These efforts have created a positive impression about KFH
being the leading Islamic bank worldwide with a unique
remarkable experience in Islamic finance services.

Remarkable attendance at KFH

pavilion at Gulf Oil Company expo

KUWAIT: Ahli United Bank (AUB)
announced the sponsorship of ‘Color
Your Life’, a dedicated event that was
developed to provide a host of activi-
ties and fun filled programs towards
special needs across Kuwait. The all-
day event was held recently at the Al-
Kharafi Activity Kids Center and on
the occasion of  World Disability Day.

The event included a number of
activities such as the creation of
handcrafts in an entertaining envi-
ronment, creating an extensive range
of interactive activities that involve all
participants from special needs while
also encouraging a healthy competi-
tive environment amongst participat-
ing teams. 

Participating teams engaged in
activities that involve movement
motions, Henna drawings for females,
caricature artists, as well as sports
games amongst other entertaining
programs and a wide variety of sur-
prising gifts.

AUB said, “We are proud to be
associated with social functions that
aim to tell  a strong story around
Kuwait’s integrated social fabric. AUB’s
commitment to corporate social
responsibility starts with its belief in
the core values of Kuwaiti society, and
the bank’s policies and vision are
aligned to meet the needs of Kuwait.

We continue to support special needs
development throughout the year,
and ultimately reiterating AUB’s com-
mitment to the wider community.”

AUB continues to drive community
wide social initiatives that reflect its
dedication towards sustainable devel-

opment across Kuwait. The bank’s
core social strategy includes driving
programs across multiple sectors
along with catering to special needs
within its own branches, with the
objective of providing an enhanced
and complete experience.

AUB sponsors special

needs entertainment day

Representatives of Gulf Bank and Impact and Echo accepting the award at the 4th
Advertising Creativity Awards Ceremony.


