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Lamar Jackson voted AP college football Player of the Year
LOUISVILLE: For someone who is not completely comfort-
able in the spotlight, Lamar Jackson has come to embrace
it all: the speeches, the truckload of trophies, even all those
tweets about his outfits. But after a week of award shows,
interviews and photo opportunities, the Louisville quarter-
back just wants to get back to the place that made him the
most decorated college football player of the year.

“It feels like I haven’t played football in a year, I’ve been
away so long,” Jackson said. “I can’t wait to get back out
there, put on those pads and grind.”

Jackson returns to Louisville as The Associated Press col-
lege football Player of the Year, the latest addition to the
sophomore’s haul of postseason awards.

The youngest Heisman Trophy winner received 42 of 61
first-place votes from AP’s panel of media voters. Jackson
received 153 points overall, followed by Clemson quarter-
back Deshaun Watson (73) and Alabama defensive lineman
Jonathan Allen (32). Watson received 10 first-place votes
and Allen three.

Jackson’s runaway selection seemed fitting in a season
in which he outraced defenders on his way to an impres-
sive collection of highlights and hardware.

The 19-year-old opened the season by accounting for a
school-record eight touchdowns against Charlotte. Then
he had a flashy goal-line hurdle over a Syracuse defender
the next week while rolling to an ACC-record 610 yards. He
showcased his improvement in the pocket and quick, nim-
ble footwork during a five-TD outburst against Florida
State in a statement win for the program. “His ability to pic-
ture plays is something that he really worked on and got
better at,” Louisville coach Bobby Petrino said. “One of the
things that is really neat was how he became a leader dur-
ing the season. “I can remember a couple of times in prac-
tice where he would look at me and go, ‘He was short on
that route.’ And I would say ‘Yes, yes he was.’ And I would go
ahead to the receiver to correct him and Lamar goes,
‘That’s OK, Coach. I got him.’”

The 6-foot-3, 205-pound Jackson has passed for 3,390
yards with 30 touchdowns and rushed for a school-record
1,538 and 21 scores. His combined TD total broke Watson’s
Atlantic Coast Conference record of 47 set last season, and
he established single-season conference rushing marks for
yardage and TDs by a QB.

EXPECTATIONS 
After earning ACC honors from media and coaches as

the league’s top player, Jackson last week won the Maxwell
and Walter Camp awards. He’s still trying to get his mind
around the deluge of individual accolades and attention -
especially being a Heisman winner.

While he will tell anyone who listens that his intention
when he arrived at Louisville was helping the Cardinals win
games and championships, the spotlight and expectations
will grow next season.

Jackson has the chance to become just the second
repeat Heisman winner and first since Ohio State’s Archie
Griffin (1974 and ‘75). His goal remains leading Louisville
into championship playoff contention after the No. 15
Cardinals (9-3) fell short this fall.

“The attention has been like that all year, and I just can’t
go out as much,” said Jackson, who will lead Louisville
against No. 19 LSU (7-4) on Dec. 31 in the Citrus Bowl. “This
just motivates me to elevate my game.”

Jackson, from Pompano Beach, Florida, is eager to
resume bowl preparations for the game in his home state
after a week of media appearances and award shows in
Atlanta and New York - where his fashion choices took over
social media.

His outfit for his Heisman coronation was a red velvet
jacket with black lapels, black bow tie and black suede
loafers adorned with menacing yellow eyes, which he says
represented his fierce look from inside his helmet.

Initially reluctant to wear the shoes, Jackson relented
and now laughs about the attention they generated. “I
showed my teammates the picture of the shoes and they
said, ‘You gotta get them,’” Jackson said. “I was like, ‘I don’t
want to wear them,’ and we debated about it and talked
about it, and it just went from there. It’s fun.”

Hard to imagine this impressive whirlwind would be
anything other than fun, especially considering Jackson
could do it again at the ripe old age of 20. — AP

File photo shows, Louisville QB Lamar Jackson leaps over defender for 5th touchdown of the half.

WELLINGTON: Captain Kieran Read is like-
ly to become the first All Black to earn
more than NZ$1 million (US$720,000) per
season in pure salary after New Zealand
Rugby agreed a major pay boost under a
collective agreement with its Players’
Association.

In a move detailed yesterday, NZR as
agreed to boost its player payment pool by
$70 million (US$50 million) from $120 mil-
lion (US$86 million) to $190 million
(US$136 million) over the next three years.

The boost recognizes increases in spon-
sorship and broadcast revenue, including
an estimated $40 million (US$29 million)
windfall from next year’s British and Irish
Lions Tour, and is designed to protect New
Zealand’s leading players from raids by
overseas clubs.

Read comes off contract next year and is
poised to announce a new deal through
the 2019 Rugby World Cup which could
take him through the $1 million barrier.

Former captain Richie McCaw and star
flyhalf Dan Carter are thought to have
earned more than $1 million from salaries
and endorsements but Read’s seven-figure
payment would be salary alone, before
other earnings.

Many players will  benefit as New
Zealand Rugby has set aside $24.8 million
(US$17.8 million) for top-ups to players
salaries from Super Rugby and provincial
contracts, an increase of $8.9 million
(US$6.4 million) on the previous collective.
Player revenue-sharing amounts to around
36.5 percent of NZR’s income from broad-
casting and sponsorship.

“We’re really pleased to be in a position
where the game has grown its revenue
overall,”  contracts manager Chris Lendrum
said. “This collective was about delivering
to the players their fair share of that money
because they’ve been so important earn-
ing it and then determining what the most
efficient way to spend all that money was.”

Lock Brodie Retallick and winger Julian
Savea are thought to be among the front-
rank of earners in the current All Blacks
team at around $800,000 (US$576,000)
annually. But rich overseas clubs continue
to pursue New Zealand’s top players and
the latest increases reflect NZR’s determi-
nation to repel those offers.

Fullbacks Israel Dagg and Ben Smith and
flyhalf Aaron Cruden have been most-
recently linked with moves to clubs in
France and Britain.

“It’s already come into play with the
decisions of some of the senior players
over the past 12  months. We’re in a posi-
tion where we can offer considerably more
for those players than the equivalent point
four or five years ago and that’s making life
a lot easier for us at that level. But there are
still challenges and one or two of those
players may still go. That’s just the way it is
for us.

“They might be looking at anywhere
from 30 to 50 per cent increase in total pay-
ment levels.  We think that makes us more
competitive probably with the English
market but to a lesser extent Japan, Ireland
and France. That’s always a moving feast.”

NZR has also announced an increase
from $3.7 million ((US$2.6 million) to $9.8
million (US$7 million) in its fund to reward
senior players who remain in Super Rugby
to help develop younger players. That
includes a one-off payment of $35,000
(US$25,000) to players with more than five
seasons in Super Rugby. — AP

New Zealand Rugby boosts 
All Blacks’ pay packets

MELBOURNE: Dylan Hartley’s exemplary leadership
of England over the last year should be taken into
account when coach Eddie Jones decides whether
he should retain the captaincy after the third dis-
missal of his career, RFU chief Ian Ritchie has said.

The New Zealand-born hooker was shown a
straight red card for a swinging arm tackle on Ireland
flanker Sean O’Brien while playing for Northampton
against Leinster in the European Champions Cup last
Friday. Hartley, who has a lengthy disciplinary record,
faces a long spell on the sidelines but Ritchie thinks
his part in England’s resurgence over the last year
needs to be taken into account when it comes to
conisdering his leadership position.

“Dylan has clearly played a fantastic part in cap-
taining the team, on and off the pitch, just to be
clear,” Ritchie told London’s Daily Telegraph.

“His leadership credentials are very strong. He’s
made a huge contribution, as Eddie would say.

“So you view all these things in perspective and in
perspective one looks at the totality of what he’s
done and what’s happened over the years and I think
we should be supportive of that.”

Hartley was omitted from the England squad for
last year’s World Cup because of a ban for head-
butting and has previously served bans totalling 54
weeks for offences including eye-gouging, biting
and verbally abusing referees.

Australian Jones handed him the captaincy when
he took over as coach in the wake of England’s
humiliating exit from the World Cup and Hartley has
been an integral part of a team that won all 13 tests
in 2016.

Hartley ’s leadership of England had also
inevitably brought him into discussions about the
captaincy of Warren Gatland’s British and Irish Lions
squad for next year’s tour of New Zealand.

Ritchie is obviously more concerned about
England and who will lead them into the defence of
their title in the Six Nations, the start of which
Hartley could miss depending on the length of his
ban. “If he’s eligible for selection it’s ultimately a
matter for Eddie, but we should recognise and sup-
port all that Dylan has done in the last 12 months,”
Ritchie added. “It is primarily a matter for Eddie and
if you look back over it, Eddie’s judgement has been
really good. We should recognise that and I’m sure
we will.” — Reuters

Hartley’s ‘fantastic’ 
captaincy needs to be
recognised: RFU chief

LONDON: In this file photo, New Zealand’s Kieran Read pauses during the Rugby World Cup semifinal match between New
Zealand and South Africa at Twickenham Stadium in London. Read is likely to become the first All Black to earn more than $1
million per season after New Zealand Rugby agreed a major boost in salaries under a collective agreement with its Players’
Association. — AP

WELLINGTON: All Blacks coach Steve
Hansen said yesterday that the British
and Irish Lions’ vast depth would
ensure they coped with next year’s
gruelling tour schedule in New
Zealand.  The Lions play 10 matches
on tour, including six before the first
Test in Auckland, prompting concerns
that players who have just completed
their domestic seasons will  be
exhausted for the internationals.  But
Hansen said the sides that contribute
players to the Lions-England, Wales,
Ireland and Scotland-had numerous
quality players who could slot into the
squad. “In every position they’ve got
real depth,” he told Radio Sport.
“These guys are going to be able to
play a really strong midweek team and
also have a very strong Test team who
are going to be fresh and ready to

rumble.” Hansen predicted Lions
coach Warren Gatland would adopt
the same high-tempo, expansive
game plan he employed with the
Wales national team.  But he expected
the Lions to implement it more effi-
ciently that the Welsh, who slumped
to a 3-0 series defeat in New Zealand
this year after failing to match the All
Blacks’ intensity.

“The quality of play will be a lot
higher than we’ve had from the Welsh
team,” Hansen said. “That’s no disre-
spect to the Welsh team, it’s just the
quality of the people they’re going to
have in that squad.”

Some past Lions tours have
descended into bickering between
cliques of players from different
nations and Hansen said a major chal-
lenge for Gatland was striking the

right balance. “If you don’t manage it
well then you have the opportunity
for it to turn into a disaster,” he said.

‘REALLY GOOD SIDE’ 
He said the All Blacks were relishing

the prospect of taking on a Lions side
containing some of the best the resur-
gent Northern Hemisphere nations
have to offer. “(They) know they’re fac-
ing a really good side, it’s not as if
they’re facing a poor Lions team,” he
said. “The Six Nations are in good
shape and playing good rugby so I’m
very excited about it.”

Hansen also admitted he was
resigned to losing at least one of his
backline stars to offers from cashed-
up European clubs.  Aaron Cruden,
Ben Smith and Israel Dagg have all
been linked to overseas clubs, which
would make them ineligible to play for
the All Blacks.  “You’re never going to
retain everybody because we don’t
have the same amount of money as
the England and the French (clubs),
that’s just the reality,” he said.

“Will we keep all three of them?
Probably not, but if we can keep two
out of the three then that would be a
positive.” Fly-half Cruden has found
himself behind Beauden Barrett in the
All Blacks’ pecking order, while Smith
is 30 and comes off contract in 2017.

Dagg is also approaching the end
of his international career and has
already proved a point to selectors by
forcing his way back into the All Blacks
this year after being dropped for the
2015 World Cup. — AFP

Hansen says Lions will be 
‘ready to rumble’ in NZ

All Blacks coach Steve Hansen.


