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LOS ANGELES: United States Olympic
chiefs backed a decision to move next
year’s bobsleigh and skeleton world
championships out of Russia on Tuesday
but said the organisation remained
opposed to boycotts of future events in
the drug-tarnished country.

The International Bobsleigh and
Skeleton Federation on Tuesday
announced it was withdrawing the
February championships from Russia in
the wake of the final installment last
week of a damning report by professor
Richard McLaren into Russian doping.

United States Olympic Committee
chief executive Scott Blackmun told

reporters the IBSF had made the right
decision following widespread unease
among athletes due to compete in
Russia. “We fully support the decision
bobsled made today,” Blackmun told
reporters on a conference call. 

“It seemed like the right thing to do
given how strongly the athletes felt
about going to Russia.”

However Blackmun said that while
USOC supported stripping Russia of the
championships, the organisation
remained opposed to “sport-by-sport”
boycotts of other events.

“I don’t think we support a boycott of
any kind,” Blackmun said.  “At the end of

the day our athletes need to have the
opportunity to be well-informed and
make decisions about where they com-
pete. “It ’s not our job as an NOC
(National Olympic Committee) to make
decisions about international events.”
The McLaren report, which had been
commissioned by the World Anti-
Doping Agency, detailed a vast drug
scandal in Russia that involved more
than 1,000 Russian athletes across 30
sports in a state-backed doping pro-
gramme. Blackmun described the
report’s findings as “stunning” and called
on a unified response to address the
issue of drugs in sport. “We need to

move with a sense of urgency. I think
that’s important. We need to make sure
that we have the international federa-
tions, and the NOCs, and WADA, and
national governments all on the same
page,” Blackmun said. 

“It’s not a simple issue. If you asked
everybody how the system works today
I’m not sure you’d get a consistent
response, even from informed stake-
holders.  So I think it’s important that we
take what we’ve learned from the
McLaren Report and apply it to the
future. “This is not just an issue in one
country. It’s an issue around the world
and it’s going to require that everybody

around the world makes an investment
in trying to ensure that clean athletes
can compete cleanly.”

Meanwhile USOC chairman Larry
Probst said the committee was looking
forward to working with the administra-
tion of US President-elect Donald Trump,
who recently called International
Olympic Committee chief Thomas Bach
to express support for Los Angeles’ bid
for the 2024 Summer Games. “He’s very
excited about the thought of having the
Olympic Games in the United States in
2024,” Probst said of Trump. “I think
we’ve got a fan who will be in the White
House... and that’s a good thing.” — AFP

US Olympic chiefs support bobsled move, but oppose boycotts

NEW YORK: Artem Anisimov scored the
tiebreaking goal late in the second period to
lead the Chicago Blackhawks over the New York
Rangers 2-1 on Tuesday night. Trevor van
Riemsdyk also scored as the Central Division
leaders improved to 3-0-1 in their last four
games. Scott Darling stopped 33 shots, upping
his record to 7-2-2. Artemi Panarin had two
assists and Anisimov had one as Chicago got
even with New York following a 1-0 overtime
loss at home to the Rangers last Friday. Jesper
Fast scored for the Rangers and Antti Raanta,
starting for the fourth straight game, made 24
saves. Raanta had won three consecutive starts,
including shutouts in the last two. New York
had won four of its last five. Blackhawks captain
Jonathan Toews was activated from injured
reserve earlier in the day after missing nine
games with an upper-body injury.

CAPITALS 4, ISLANDERS 2
Matt Niskanen scored two goals in the third

period to lift Washington over New York for its
fifth straight victory. Brett Connolly and Justin
Williams also scored for the Capitals (18-7-3).
Following a five-game winning streak, the
Islanders have dropped their last two. New
York’s 11-12-5 record is the worst in the
Metropolitan Division. Brock Nelson and
Nikolay Kulemin scored for the Islanders, and
Jaroslav Halak made 34 saves.

HURRICANES 8, CANUCKS 6
Justin Faulk scored the go-ahead goal 5:56

into the third period and Carolina rallied from
three goals down to beat Vancouver. Jeff
Skinner had two goals, with his second starting
Carolina’s wild comeback. The Hurricanes
scored six goals in the third - including four in a
4:40 span - to erase a 5-2 deficit. Ron Hainsey
and Victor Rask scored 24 seconds apart before
Faulk put Carolina back up with a wrist shot
that clicked off Nikita Tryamkin on its way past
Ryan Miller. Jordan Staal added an insurance
goal with 7:22 left, and Brandon Sutter made it
7-6 with 5:50 to play before Lee Stempniak
scored an empty-netter with 57.6 seconds
remaining. Sven Baertschi had two goals and
an assist for the Canucks. Baertschi, Alexandre
Burrows, Markus Granlund and Ben Hutton all
scored during Vancouver’s four-goal second
period. Sebastian Aho scored an early goal for
Carolina and Michael Leighton made 13 saves
in relief of Cam Ward, who stopped 15 shots.
Miller made 24 saves but was pulled after
Faulk’s goal in favor of Jacob Markstrom.

SABRES 6, KINGS 3
Jack Eichel scored two goals in 2:08 of the

second period and assisted on another to lead
Buffalo past Los Angeles. Ryan O’Reilly and
Brian Gionta also scored for the Sabres during
a four-goal flurry in a 6:13 span of the second.
Eichel set up Evander Kane for an insurance
goal late in the third and Sam Reinhart scored
into an empty net in the final minute. Kyle
Okposo assisted on three of Buffalo’s goals,
giving him 11 points in his last 10 games and a
team-high 21 points this season. Okposo
played after missing Monday’s practice due to

illness. Robin Lehner made 13 of his 30 saves
in the third period and won for just the second
time in his last 11 starts. Jeff Carter scored
twice for the Kings, and Anze Kopitar had the
other goal. Peter Budaj made 16 saves before
being replaced by Jeff Zatkoff in the second
period. The Kings have lost three of four and
have not won in Buffalo since Feb. 21, 2003.

BLUE JACKETS 3, OILERS 1
Sam Gagner had a goal and an assist, and

Columbus won its seventh straight game by
beating Edmonton. Cam Atkinson and Matt
Calvert also scored to help the Blue Jackets
(18-5-4) improve to 8-0-1 in their last nine
games. Tyler Pitlick had the goal for the Oilers
(15-12-5), who have lost five of six.

STARS 6, DUCKS 2
Dan Hamhuis opened Dallas’ five-goal third

period against Anaheim with his first of the
season on his 34th birthday. Hamhuis tipped
in Jamie Benn’s cross-ice pass on the power
play at 5:41, tying it at 2. Adam Cracknell,
Patrick Eaves and Benn then scored to drive
Ducks goalie John Gibson from the game at
12:24. Radek Faksa added an empty-netter at
13:57. Dallas had lost six of eight. Anaheim
was 6-1-1 in its previous eight. Antti Niemi
made 34 saves to improve to 6-1-1 at home
this season. Ryan Getzlaf and Corey Perry
scored for the Ducks.

WILD 5, PANTHERS 1
Devan Dubnyk made 29 saves and

Minnesota defeated Florida for its fifth straight
victory. Zach Parise, Erik Haula, Eric Staal,
Mikko Koivu and Jason Zucker scored for
Minnesota, which has points in 10 of its last 11
games. Zucker added an assist, and Jason
Pominville and Jonas Brodin each had two
assists for the Wild. Roberto Luongo’s regret-
table history in Minnesota continued as he
stopped 12 of 17 shots before being pulled

midway through the third period. Luongo is 0-
7 and has been pulled in four of his last seven
games at the Xcel Energy Center. Dylan
McIlrath scored his first goal of the season for
the Panthers, who have one win in their past
six games. Dubynk is 7-0-2 in his last nine
games and leads the NHL in goals-against aver-
age and save percentage.

PREDATORS 6, BLUES 3
Mike Fisher scored twice and Nashville erased

a three-goal deficit to beat St. Louis. James Neal,
Filip Forsberg, Ryan Johansen and Mike Ribeiro
also scored for the Predators, who snapped a
two-game skid. After trailing 3-0 early in the sec-
ond period, Nashville scored six straight goals to
earn its 10th home victory of the season. Fisher
got the go-ahead goal off a pass from Colin
Wilson at 9:02 of the third period. Kevin
Shattenkirk, Ryan Reaves and Brad Hunt scored
for St. Louis, which has lost three of four. 

SHARKS 3, MAPLE LEAFS 2, SO
Logan Couture scored the only goal in a

shootout, and San Jose rallied to beat Toronto.
The Sharks trailed 2-0 before Justin Braun and
Joe Pavelski scored in a quick burst in the third
period. Martin Jones made 29 saves in the
opener of a four-game road trip. Zach Hyman
and Auston Matthews scored for the Maple
Leafs, who have dropped five of six.  Frederik
Andersen made 40 stops. Jones denied
Mitchell Marner, Matthews and Nikita
Soshnikov in the tiebreaker, and Couture was
successful in the second round.

COYOTES 4, RED WINGS 1
Jamie McGinn scored twice in Arizona’s vic-

tory over Detroit. Lawson Crouse and defense-
man Anthony DeAngelo also scored for
Arizona. Peter Holland had two assists in his
Coyotes debut, and Mike Smith made 37 saves.
Andreas Athanasiou scored for the Red Wings,
and Jimmy Howard stopped 15 shots. —AP

NEW YORK: Artemi Panarin #72 of the Chicago Blackhawks tries to keep the puck as Kevin Hayes #13 of the New York Rangers defends on
December 13, 2016 at Madison Square Garden in New York City. — AFP  

Anisimov leads Blackhawks 
to 2-1 win over Rangers

Western Conference
Central Division

W L OTL GF GA PTS
Chicago 19 8 4 83 71 42
Minnesota 16 8 4 80 57 36
St. Louis 16 10 4 82 85 36
Nashville 13 11 4 84 81 30
Dallas 12 13 6 81 98 30
Winnipeg 13 16 3 82 96 29
Colorado 11 15 1 60 86 23

Pacific Division
San Jose 17 11 1 71 63 35
Anaheim 15 10 5 83 81 35
Edmonton 15 12 5 94 88 35
Calgary 16 13 2 81 86 34
Los Angeles 14 12 2 74 76 30
Vancouver 12 16 2 73 94 26
Arizona 10 14 5 66 91 25

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

Montreal 19 6 4 92 64 42

Ottawa 16 11 2 70 78 34
Boston 16 12 2 71 71 34
Tampa Bay 14 13 2 81 81 30
Florida 13 13 4 71 82 30
Detroit 13 13 4 71 81 30
Toronto 11 11 6 81 87 28
Buffalo 11 11 6 62 75 28

Metropolitan Division
Pittsburgh 19 7 3 104 84 41
NY Rangers 20 10 1 106 72 41
Columbus 18 5 4 90 57 40
Washington 18 7 3 76 61 39
Philadelphia 18 10 3 101 94 39
New Jersey 12 10 6 69 82 30
Carolina 12 11 6 77 82 30
NY Islanders 11 12 5 73 85 27
Note: Overtime losses (OTL) are worth one point in the
standings and are not included in the loss column (L) 

NHL results/standings

Columbus 3, Edmonton 1; Dallas 6, Anaheim 2; Nashville 6, St. Louis 3; Minnesota 5, Florida 1; San Jose 3, Toronto 2
(SO); Arizona 4, Detroit 1; Buffalo 6, Los Angeles 3; Washington 4, NY Islanders 2; Chicago 2, NY Rangers 1; Carolina 8,
Vancouver 6.

Beating Klitschko would 
make me a legend: Joshua

LONDON: Britain’s heavyweight world
champion Anthony Joshua says beating
Ukrainian veteran Wladimir Klitschko in
their mouthwatering showdown for the IBF
and WBA crowns next April would entitle
him to be called a legend.

The 27-year-old 2012 Olympic champi-
on-who defended his IBF title successfully
last Saturday against American journeyman
Eric Molina-will face off against Klitschko
on April 29 at Wembley Stadium and said
the bout could be a life-changing experi-
ence for him. “A knockout is the cherry on
top but to win, whichever way, is very pos-
sible,” said Joshua at a press conference
also attended by Klitschko at Wembley on
Wednesday.  “This is a fight that can change
one from champion to legend overnight.
“It will draw masses of attention and they
are the type of fights that can change the
way people view you.”

Klitschko, who will be 41 by the time the
bout takes place, said he has stayed in the
sport since losing his WBA, IBF and WBO
belts in a surprise defeat by troubled British
pugilist Tyson Fury in November 2015
expressly to regain his titles.

“I am obsessed with my goal to become
the champion again,” said Klitschko, who
has not fought since that defeat.

Johsua, who is 18-0 in his professional
career and has never been taken the dis-
tance, conceded that while Klitschko might
be on the elderly side for a boxer contest-
ing a world title it did not make him any
less dangerous.  “I know what they mean
when the say the old lion still roars and I
know what that obsession is like because I
live with that same obsession, it’s just a
clash of the titans,” said Joshua, who was a
sparring partner for Klitschko early in his

professional career. “In life you have to pre-
pare for the unpredictable so you just nev-
er know.  “This is the step up people want
to see, what more can I ask for? I’m true to
myself, true to my sport and that’s why I’m
ready for any challenge.”

‘FOLLOWING IN MY FOOTSTEPS’ 
Their press conference was conducted

in a dignified and respectful manner which
would have delighted the promoters after
two rowdy recent press conferences.

Former world heavyweight champion
David Haye threw a punch at his next
opponent Tony Bellew and Dereck Chisora-
who lost to Klitschko in a title challenge-
hurled a table.

“It’s amazing that two fighters aren’t
throwing tables or punching each other or
saying what they’re going to do to each
other,” remarked Klitschko.  Klitschko said
his respectful attitude would not change
towards Joshua.  “I was, I am and I will be
very complimentary of him (Joshua),” said
Klitschko.

“The first time I saw him perform in 2012
when he became Olympic champion here
in London, I felt he was following in my
footsteps.  “Whatever the outcome, I truly
believe he is one of the best heavyweights
right now. I think Anthony is an absolutely
outstanding athlete. It’s great that eventu-
ally we meet.”

Klitschko admitted even to addressing
Joshua s ‘little bro’-although he added it
didn’t mean he would go easy on him in
the ring.  “We are friends in a certain way,”
said Klitschko.

“I did call him little bro’ but even when I
am in the ring with my bro’, I am very com-
petitive.” — AFP

LONDON: Britain’s Anthony Joshua (L) and Ukraine’s Wladimir Klitschko (R) take part
in a press conference at Wembley Stadium in north west London yesterday.
Ukraine’s Wladimir Klitschko will fight Britain’s Anthony Joshua on April 29, 2017 at
Wembley Stadium in London — AFP 

LOS ANGELES: Brazilian UFC fighter Cris
“Cyborg” Justino became a US citizen
during a naturalization ceremony
Tuesday. The 31-year-old from Curitiba,
Brazil, was among thousands who took
the oath of citizenship at the Los Angeles
Convention Center.

Justino, who said she added Cyborg
as a middle name on her naturalization
papers, said coming to the United States
has changed her life.

“The first time I went to America, I had
the opportunity to fight here and people
really appreciate my work and appreciate
my sport,” she said, while lining up with
2,300 citizenship applicants for the day’s
first ceremony.

“It’s an opportunity for me (to) give
back for the American community what

they give to me. I can vote. I can partici-
pate more,” she said. Justino came to the
United States on a visa for competitive
athletes in 2008 and later applied for a
green card, said Richard M. Wilner, her
immigration attorney.

She applied to naturalize in December
2015. Wilner said becoming a citizen was
a personal decision for Justino and will
not affect her work in the sport. The vet-
eran fighter is 17-1 since her 2005 debut
and has won titles in the Strikeforce and
Invicta promotions. She signed with the
UFC earlier this year and lives in
Huntington Beach.

Including a second ceremony sched-
uled for the afternoon, some 4,000 peo-
ple from more than 120 countries were
being naturalized Tuesday. — AP

Brazilian UFC fighter Cris 
‘Cyborg’ becomes US citizen

LOS ANGELES: Brazilian UFC fighter Cris “Cyborg” Justino takes the “Oath of
Citizenship” to become a US citizen during a naturalization ceremony at the Los
Angeles Convention Center, Tuesday. — AP


