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JOHANNESBURG: South Africa have
named uncapped batsman Theunis de
Bruyn in their injury-hit squad for the
three-match home test series against
Sri Lanka that starts on December 26.

The 24-year-old explosive right-
hander has been included after Rilee
Rossouw was ruled out with a foot
injury, adding to the absences of for-
mer captain AB de Villiers (elbow), and
fast bowlers Dale Steyn (shoulder) and
Morne Morkel (back).

“De Bruyn is the latest player to be
rewarded for consistently good form at
franchise and South Africa A level,”
Cricket South Africa selection conven-
er Linda Zondi said in a statement on
Wednesday.

“He has an outstanding first-class
career average of 48.73 and has made
423 runs at 60.42 in this season’s four-
day competition.”

De Bruyn also offers an option as a
part-time seam bowler. On Monday, it

was announced that Faf du Plessis,
who recently led the side to series vic-
tories at home to New Zealand and
away in Australia, would take over the
test captaincy on a permanent basis as
De Villiers battled to regain full fitness.

“Credit  to AB de Vi l l iers  for  the
smooth way the leadership transition
has taken place. Faf has done an out-
standing job in the last two test series
and our leadership is in very good
hands,” Zondi added.

Next Monday, Du Plessis will appeal
his conviction for ball tampering dur-
ing the series in Australia that resulted
in him losing his entire match fee for
the second test in Hobart.

The appeal represents an element
of risk as he is flirting with the higher
sentence of a one-match ban, which
would rule him out of the first test in
Port Elizabeth, should he fail.

Replacement wicketkeeper Dane
Vi las  and lef t-arm spinner  Tabraiz

Shamsi have been dropped from the
squad that toured Australia last month.

The second test will be played in
Cape Town from Jan. 2 and will be con-
cluded in Johannesburg from Jan. 12. 

Squad:  Faf  du Plessis  (captain) ,
Kyle Abbott ,  Hashim Amla,  Temba
Bavuma, Stephen Cook, Theunis de
Bruyn, Quinton de Kock, JP Duminy,
Dean Elgar, Keshav Maharaj, Wayne
Parnel l ,  Vernon Phi lander,  K agiso
Rabada. —Reuters

S Africa name uncapped De Bruyn for S Lanka tests

MUMBAI: This file photograph taken on December 8, 2016, shows England’s captain Alastair Cook playing a shot on the first day of the fourth
Test match between India and England at the Wankhede stadium in Mumbai. A rampant India will look to create history in the fifth and final
Test against England from tomorrow, by piling more misery on Alastair Cook in what could be his last outing as the tourists’ skipper. — AFP

NEW DELHI: A rampant India will look to create
history in the fifth and final Test against England
from tomorrow by piling more misery on Alastair
Cook in what could be his last outing as the
tourists’ skipper.

After completing an innings victory in the
fourth Test on Monday in Mumbai, Virat Kohli’s
men will become the first Indian team to go
unbeaten in 18 matches by avoiding defeat in
the series finale in Chennai. The majestic Kohli,
who is in the form of his life after striking his
third double century of the year, is no mood to
ease up on their beleaguered visitors.

After putting the outcome of the series
beyond doubt, Kohli said India would now “real-
ly express ourselves fully” in Chennai and hope
to make it 4-0 against opponents who had been
something of a bogey team.

England had won their last three series
against India, including their tour in 2012 at the
start of Cook’s record-breaking tenure as cap-
tain. Four years on, Cook’s appetite for the job is
being increasingly called into question and the
skipper himself has spoken of the possibility of
stepping down while continuing to be available
for selection as a batsman.

ROOT ‘READY’ 
“If he still feels the same way he did when he

started, if every defeat hurts him as much now
as it did then, I believe he should carry on,”
Nasser Hussain, one of Cook’s predecessors,
wrote in the Daily Mail.

“But if any part of him feels as if he’s taking
the job for granted, then he should have a seri-
ous think about handing it over to Joe Root. It’s
not a job you do lightly.”

After the Mumbai Test, Cook said he had still
to decide on his future but he raised eyebrows
by declaring that Joe Root-his most likely suc-
cessor-should be ready to take on the task.

“You start having questions, of course you
do,” said Cook as he was quizzed about whether
he wanted to soldier on after 58 Tests as captain.
“I think Joe Root is ready to captain England.
He’s ready because he’s a clued-up guy, he’s got
the respect of everyone in the changing room. 

“He hasn’t got much captaincy experience
but that doesn’t mean he can’t be a very good
captain.” England coach Trevor Bayliss is among
those hoping that Cook does decide to remain
captain, describing the speculation around his
future as an unwelcome distraction.

“I think everyone, to a man, in the dressing
room would be disappointed if he wasn’t cap-
tain,” Bayliss was quoted as saying by website
cricinfo. “But when it’s constantly in the media all
the time, it’s a bit of a pain in the backside.”

KING KOHLI 
While Cook considers whether to abdicate,

his counterpart-dubbed King Kohli by the Indian
media-appears increasingly confident on the
throne. He now has a chance of setting a new
Indian record for the most runs in a series after
scoring 640 in the first four Tests, with Sunil
Gavaskar’s 774 on the 1971 tour of West Indies
coming into view.

Kohli is one of several Indian players who
have had outstanding series, including spinner
Ravichandran Ashwin who has taken 27 wickets.

“The team is exceptional in terms of intensity
and situational awareness.  Everyone has con-
tributed to the success. This team is special,” said
India coach Anil Kumble.

India are expected to be unchanged but
England could bring in an extra spin bowler on a

pitch that is expected to turn, with Cook admit-
ting it was a mistake to only pick two specialist
spinners in Mumbai.

England will be hoping Stuart Broad, who
missed the last two Tests with a foot injury, will
be available with his stand-in Jake Ball only tak-
ing one wicket in Mumbai.

India (from): Virat Kohli (capt), Murali Vijay,
Lokesh Rahul, Cheteshwar Pujara, Ajinkya

Rahane, Ravichandran Ashwin, Parthiv Patel,
Ravindra Jadeja, Jayant Yadav, Umesh Yadav,
Amit Mishra, Bhuvenshwar Kumar

England (from): Alastair Cook (capt), Joe Root,
Jos Buttler,  Moeen Ali,  Ben Stokes, Jonny
Bairstow, Adil Rashid, Chris Woakes, Steven Finn,
James Anderson, Jake Ball, Gary Ballance, Gareth
Batty, Stuart Broad, Liam Dawson, Ben Duckett,
Keaton Jennings. —AFP

Rampaging India look 
to increase Cook’s woes

NEW DELHI: The England and Indian train-
ing sessions were cancelled yesterday
owing to unfit ground conditions at the MA
Chidambaram stadium in cyclone-battered
Chennai which hosts the fifth and final Test
from tomorrow.

Ten people were killed by Cyclone
Vardah, the worst cyclonic storm to hit the
tech hub in southern Tamil Nadu state in
more than two decades. Trees and power
supply lines were also uprooted when
Vardah struck Monday. 

The Indian team management told AFP
the match would go ahead as scheduled
while confirming that the practice session
had been called off yesterday. The pre-
match press conferences and training
would take place as scheduled today, it
said. The England team also said it had
called off yesterday’s practice session and
would now have bowling and fielding drills

today. Kashi Viswanathan, the secretary of
the Tamil Nadu Cricket Association, said the
cyclone had damaged the sight screen and
other stadium property.

“The sight screen has been badly dam-
aged, the bulbs of the floodlights blown
off, a number of air conditioners also got
damaged,” he told the Press Trust of India
(PTI) news agency on Tuesday.

“The assuring part is that the pitch and
the outfield has not been affected by the
cyclone,” he said. Viswanathan also said
three stands at the ground will be closed for
the Test match due to a long-running dis-
pute with the Chennai city council which
has refused to issue safety certificates.
India, the world number one Test side, have
already clinched the five-Test series 3-0 after
an innings and 36-run victory in the fourth
Test in Mumbai this week. The first Test at
Rajkot had ended in a draw. —AFP

India, England call off 
training amid cyclone 

ORLANDO: Cheerleading, which
received provisional recognition as an
Olympic sport last week, is an increasing-
ly international activity by no means
restricted to its North American birth-
place, according to the man who has
driven its growth over four decades.

Jim Webb has helped transform
cheerleading from sideline entertain-
ment at American football and basket-
ball games to the sport that was granted
recognition by the International Olympic
Committee. Cheerleading will now be
able to tap into some IOC funding and
take part in a number of programmes,
including athlete development and anti-
doping. At the end of their three-year
provisional recognition period, they can
apply to become part of the Olympic
Games sports programme. While cheer-
leading’s strong youth appeal was clearly
attractive to the IOC, widespread inter-
national participation is also key to tak-
ing the next steps towards a place at the
Summer Games.

With over 100 national federations
registered with the International Cheer
Union (ICU), Webb is certain the com-
petitiveness of the sport would not be
confined to just North America.

“When we first started our world
championships there was a big gap
between the US and Canada and now
there is a lot of parity with countries

from Europe and Asia that win medals
and that sometimes beat the US and
Canadian teams,” he told Reuters.

“Thailand has some great cheerlead-
ing. Japan has outstanding cheerlead-
ing. Some of the countries in Europe,
Norway, Finland, Germany, the UK has
outstanding cheerleading. It’s develop-
ing everywhere.”

The addition of cheerleading and the
Thai martial art of muaythai last week
takes the number of recognised
Olympic sports to 37, only 28 of which
were part of the programme at the Rio
Olympics earlier this year.

“One of the problems for the Olympic
Games is there are just so many sports
and that could change,” Webb added.

“But when somebody goes in, some-
body has to go out and of course we’re
not interested in creating any enemies.
There’s so many sports being formed
now that it’s tough, it’s a crowded space
and they vet you very, very thoroughly.”

Webb, who founded his cheerleading
promotional company Varsity Sports in
1974, is very clear on what the sport can
offer the Olympic movement.

“One of the key components of what
we do that makes it very different is that
visual effect of so many people doing
these different stunts and skills at the
same time that make it very appealing
to watch,” he added. —Reuters

Cheerleading boasts  
international appeal

CHICAGO: A cheerleader performs during a break between the Bulls and the
Minnesota Timberwolves at the United Center on Tuesday in Chicago, Illinois.  —AFP

BRISBANE: Skipper Steve Smith says
Australia’s pace attack will test the resolve of
Pakistan batsmen with short-pitched bowling
in Brisbane’s first ever day-night Test from
today.  Smith has yet to finalise his team and
hasn’t ruled out playing with four pacemen at
the expense of spinner Nathan Lyon, but he is
promising the tourists a work-out on the
bouncy Gabba pitch. 

With in-form quicks Mitchell Starc and Josh
Hazlewood armed with the new ball, Smith
said team strategists had watched Pakistan’s
recent series in New Zealand where the
tourists slumped to two hefty defeats.  “I think
traditionally sub-continent sides don’t handle
the pace and bounce in Australian conditions,”
Smith said yesterday, ahead of the three-Test
series.  “So you need to try and find ways to
exploit that as much as possible and at times
I’m sure we’re going to see some short-
pitched bowling to mess with their feet to find
ways to get them out.

“New Zealand obviously did a good job, so
hopefully our bowlers can replicate that.”

Smith was far more upbeat about
Australia’s chances after stopping the rot of
five straight Test defeats with a revamped
team in Adelaide late last month.  “It’s been a
nice turnaround. We’ve won four games on
the trot (including three ODIs against New
Zealand) as an Australian team now and hope-
fully we can keep that winning momentum

going,” he said. Pakistan also have fast bowling
ammunition to return fire at the Gabba, led by
Mohammad Amir and Wahab Riaz. Smith pin-
pointed Amir as a potential “handful”.

YASIR WARNING 
“He’s a quality bowler. He’s got some great

skills. He bowls with really good pace and can
swing the ball,” he said.

“It’s great to have those sort of gears and
those skills so no doubt he could potentially be
a handful if it’s swinging around.” But Smith
also warned Pakistan’s leg-spinner Yasir Shah
to make sure his length was on the mark or the
Australian batsmen would take to him.  Yasir
has captured 116 wickets in just 20 Tests since
his debut against Australia in Dubai two years
ago. “I guess the extra bounce can play in your
favour as a spin bowler at the Gabba, but it can
also play against you,” Smith said.  “Your length
has to be spot on, generally there isn’t too
much turn-it’s more bounce, so length is cru-
cial. “And if you’re slightly off your length, you
can really cash in down the wicket and square
of the wicket as well.” Smith added that rookie
opener Matt Renshaw, who made his Test
debut against South Africa in Adelaide this
month, was adapting to his new environment.

“He’s coming out of his shell in the last cou-
ple of days. I was impressed with the way he
played last week and been impressed with the
way that he trains.  —AFP

Upbeat Aussies to test 
Pakistan with bouncers

BRISBANE: Australia’s cricket team captain Steven Smith (R) and his Pakistani counterpart
Misbah-ul-Haq hold a trophy during a media call at Gabba in Brisbane yesterday, on the
eve of their first pink ball day and night Test. — AFP


