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CLEVELAND: Cleveland Cavaliers’ LeBron James, center, drives between Memphis Grizzlies’ Troy Williams, left, and Jarell Martin in the second half of an NBA basketball game, Tuesday, in Cleveland. The Cavaliers won 103-86.— AP

CLEVELAND: Kevin Love scored 29 points, J.R.
Smith found his aim - for one half - and LeBron
James added 23 points as the Cleveland Cavaliers
won their fifth straight, 103-86 on Tuesday night
over the Memphis Grizzlies. Memphis rested center
Marc Gasol for the first of back-to-back games
against the defending NBA champions. Cavs coach
Tyronn Lue said after the game that James, Love
and Irving will not travel for the game yesterday.
Smith, who has been in a season-long shooting
slump, scored 17 of his 23 points in the first half as
the Cavs, who gave star point guard Kyrie Irving the
night off, built a 22-point lead and ended the
Grizzlies’ six-game winning streak. Zach Randolph
replaced Gasol in the starting lineup and scored 18
points to lead the Grizzlies. The reigning Western
Conference player of the week, Gasol is expected to
play Wednesday in Memphis to complete a brutal
three-game stretch for the Grizzlies, who beat
Golden State by 21 on Saturday.

WARRIORS 113, PELICANS 109
Stephen Curry scored 30 points, Kevin Durant

added 27 to go with a big block on Anthony Davis in
the final minute and Golden State held off New
Orleans. Draymond Green recorded a triple-double
with 12 points, 12 rebounds and 10 assists, and it was
the last of his four steals - on Davis in the waning sec-
onds - that sealed the victory. Davis angrily contend-
ed he’d been fouled, only to be assessed a technical

foul. Klay Thompson added 17 points for the Warriors,
who combined for 14 3-pointers, five by Curry. Davis
finished with 28 points, five blocked shots and two
steals but turned the ball over six times. 

TIMBERWOLVES 99, BULLS 94
Zach LaVine scored 24 points, Andrew Wiggins

added 23 and Minnesota won in coach Tom
Thibodeau’s return to Chicago. The Timberwolves
wiped out a 21-point deficit and got Thibodeau a
victory in his first game in Chicago since the Bulls
fired him in an acrimonious split in 2015. Gorgui
Dieng and Karl-Anthony Towns each scored 16
points, and the Timberwolves snapped a four-
game losing streak. Jimmy Butler led Chicago with
27 points, and Robin Lopez added 14. But the Bulls
continued a pattern of letdowns against losing
teams, this time falling to one that came in tied for
the NBA’s worst record.

SUNS 113, KNICKS 111, OT
Eric Bledsoe scored the go-ahead points on a

driving, left-handed layup with 30 seconds to play
and Phoenix gave New York its second loss in eight
games. Bledsoe scored eight consecutive points
late in OT and finished with 31, his third consecu-
tive 30-point game. Kristaps Porzingis scored 34
points for New York, one shy of his career high,
before fouling out with 1:34 left in OT. Carmelo
Anthony capped a 3-for-15 shooting night with an

air ball that resulted in a 24-second clock violation
with 5.9 seconds left.

TRAIL BLAZERS 114, THUNDER 95
Damian Lillard had 17 points and nine assists

before sitting out the fourth quarter and Portland
snapped a four-game losing streak. Russell
Westbrook was off his league-leading average of
31.1 points a game with 20 for the Thunder, who
have lost two of their last three after a six-game
winning streak. Mason Plumlee added 18 points for
the Blazers, who led by 26 points in Portland’s first
game back after a 1-4 road trip. Six Portland players
finished in double figures in the second of a back-
to-back.

MAGIC 131, HAWKS 120
Serge Ibaka scored 29 points, Elfrid Payton

reached career highs with 26 points and 14 assists
and Orlando snapped a three-game losing streak.
Orlando began the night ranked 29th in scoring
and played without center Nikola Vucevic, but it
got big production from the bench. Payton, Jodie
Meeks and Jeff Green combined for 62 points,
while starting guard Evan Fournier scored 23.
Dwight Howard had 20 points and 16 rebounds
and Dennis Schroder had 19 points and 13 assists
for the Hawks, who thought they were on a good
trajectory after rallying from 20 points down in last
Friday’s win at Milwaukee. —AP

Cavs maul Grizzlies, Curry outguns Davis

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

W L PCT GB
Toronto 17 7 .708 -
NY Knicks 14 11 .560 3.5
Boston 13 11 .542 4
Brooklyn 6 17 .261 10.5
Philadelphia 6 18 .250 11

Central Division
Cleveland 18 5 .783 -
Chicago 13 11 .542 5.5
Indiana 13 12 .520 6
Detroit 13 13 .500 6.5
Milwaukee 11 12 .478 7

Southeast Division
Charlotte 14 11 .560 -
Atlanta 12 13 .480 2
Orlando 11 15 .423 3.5
Washington 9 14 .391 4
Miami 8 17 .320 6

Western Conference
Northwest Division

Oklahoma City 15 10 .600 -
Utah 15 10 .600 -
Portland 13 14 .481 3
Denver 9 16 .360 6
Minnesota 7 18 .280 8

Pacific Division
Golden State 22 4 .846 -
LA Clippers 18 7 .720 3.5
Sacramento 9 15 .375 12
LA Lakers 10 17 .370 12.5
Phoenix 8 17 .320 13.5

Southwest Division
San Antonio 19 5 .792 -
Houston 18 7 .720 1.5
Memphis 17 9 .654 3
New Orleans 8 18 .308 12
Dallas 6 18 .250 13

NBA results/standings
Portland 114, Oklahoma City 95; Phoenix 113, NY Knicks 111 (OT); Minnesota 99, Chicago 94; Golden State 113, New Orleans
109; Orlando 131, Atlanta 120; Cleveland 103, Memphis 86.

LIVERPOOL: Ashley Williams’s 86th-minute header saw
Everton return to form in spectacular fashion as they hit
back to dent Arsenal’s Premier League title hopes in a 2-
1 victory on Tuesday.  Wales defender Williams rose
unmarked to head home Ross Barkley’s corner in a
major disappointment for the visitors, who had taken
the lead through Alexis Sanchez’s 12th Premier League
goal of the season.  After Seamus Coleman’s headed
equaliser, tempers flared at half-time when players
from both sides had to be separated as they exchanged
angry words and pushes on their way down the
Goodison Park tunnel.  In a frantic finale, Everton
defender Phil Jagielka was sent off for a second book-
able offence and, with goalkeeper Petr Cech attacking
in the home area, Arsenal saw two shots heroically
cleared off the line.  Arsenal would have taken over
from Chelsea on goals scored if they had won, but they
remain second, while Ronald Koeman’s Everton climb
to seventh after only their second win in 11 league out-
ings. Everton made a poor start to the contest and fell
behind after 20 minutes when a catalogue of errors
involving Williams gifted Sanchez the opening goal.
After Barkley lost the ball on the edge of his own area,
Williams accidentally injured team-mate Idrissa Gueye

with a lunging tackle that forced Jagielka to trip Francis
Coquelin inches outside the box.  Sanchez took the set-
piece, a powerful shot that deflected wickedly off
Williams’s left calf and wrong-footed goalkeeper
Maarten Stekelenburg, who could only help the ball
into his own goal.

But a minute before the interval Everton were
rewarded for their response when Coleman headed
home the equaliser. Fellow full-back Leighton Baines
swung over a deep cross from the left wing and
Coleman, inexplicably unmarked six yards from goal,
glanced a superb header past Cech for his third goal of
the season. Arsenal, aiming for a 15th unbeaten league
outing, which would have represented manager
Arsene Wenger’s best run since 2011, had looked con-
tent to hit their hosts on the break during a strong
opening.  After just six minutes, an overlapping sprint by
Nacho Monreal saw the full-back pull the ball into the
Everton area, but fractionally behind Mesut Ozil, who
could only sky his shot high over the goal.  But after
falling behind, Everton showed resilience, with Aaron
Lennon, starting just his third game of the season, par-
ticularly threatening.  A good run and shot was well
blocked by Gabriel, Romelu Lukaku blasted over from
Barkley’s through ball and then Lennon, again, shot over
from close range after a free-kick was deflected to him
at high speed.  Ozil appeared to be at the centre of the
scuffle that broke out at the interval and was quickly in
action again after the restart, feeding Sanchez, who
chipped into the box for Theo Walcott to head wide.
Ozil should have restored his team’s lead in the 54th
minute when he latched onto a pass from Sanchez, but
curled a shot well over from just inside the area. — AFP

Williams atones to end 
Arsenal’s unbeaten run

SUITA: Japanese champions Kashima
Antlers beat Atletico Nacional 3-0 in the
Club World Cup semifinals yesterday
thanks to a first-ever penalty awarded
after video replay.

Hungarian referee Viktor Kassai
made soccer history when he used
video to issue the penalty kick in the
first half. Kashima midfielder Gaku
Shibasaki sent in a free kick in the 31st
minute, and teammate Daigo Nishi was
fouled inside the box by Atletico
Nacional forward Orlando Berrio.

Kassai walked to the sidelines to get
another look at the play on a monitor.
He then signaled for Kashima to take a
penalty. Shoma Doi converted for 1-0.
Yasushi Endo and Yuma Suzuki added
second-half goals to send Kashima to
the final on Sunday against either Real
Madrid or Club America.

“It did stop the flow of the game,”
Kashima coach Masatada Ishii said. “But
if they make a clear judgment using
video assistant referees (VARs) then
that is a good thing. Of course, if they
use it many times during a game then
that is something we need to think
about.”

The replay system allows referees to
halt games to review footage of “game-
changing decisions.” They can also rely
on information being fed by VARs
watching broadcast feeds away from

the field.The South American champi-
on dominated the first half but the
momentum shifted to Kashima with
the history-making call.

Live tests are set to be expanded
globally in 2017 with a decision antici-
pated by the following year on VARs
becoming a permanent feature. FIFA
President Gianni Infantino, who has
observed recent off-line trials with VARs
at Italy games, wants video replays in
use at the 2018 World Cup in Russia.The
system was introduced last week at the
start of the Club World Cup but wasn’t
used until Wednesday’s game.

Atletico had numerous scoring
chances with the best coming in the
final minute of the first half when Jhon
Mosquera rattled the crossbar. “In the
first half Berrio collided with a player,”
Atletico coach Reinaldo Rueda said. “It
was not intentional and the player did
fall and that led to their first goal.
Because of that, our discipline was dis-
turbed. Normally, we can maintain our
discipline.”

Kashima becomes the first Japanese
team to reach the final of the Club
World Cup.  “This is a new page in the
history of not only our club but of
Japanese football as well,” Ishii said.

Earlier, Asian champion Jeonbuk
Motors thrashed African side Mamelodi
Sundowns 4-1 to claim fifth place.—AP

Everton 2

Arsenal 1

SUITA: Atletico Nacional forward Miguel Borja (L) vies for the
ball with Kashima Antlers defender Gen Shoji (R) during the
Club World Cup football semi-final match between Japan’s
Kashima Antlers and Colombia’s Atletico Nacional at Suita
City stadium in Osaka yesterday. — AFP

Antlers stun Nacional
to reach world final


