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SAN FRANCISCO: The self-driving car project
that Google started seven years ago has grown
into a company called Waymo, signaling its con-
fidence that it will be able to bring robot-con-
trolled vehicles to the masses within the next
few years. “We are getting close and we are get-
ting ready,” Waymo CEO John Krafcik said
Tuesday after unveiling the company’s identity.
To underscore his point, Krafcik revealed the
project had hit a key milestone in the journey to
having fully autonomous cars cruising around
public roads. 

In a trip taken in October 2015 , a pod-like
car with no steering wheel and brake pads
drove a legally blind passenger around neigh-
borhoods in Austin, Texas without another
human in the vehicle. It marked the first time
one of the project’s cars had given a passenger a
ride without a human on hand to take control
of a self-driving car if something went wrong.
Krafcik called that trip taken by Steve Mahan,
former director of the Santa Clara Valley Blind
Center, an “inflection point” in the development
of self-driving cars. 

It came a year before a Budweiser beer truck
equipped with self-driving technology owned
by ride-hailing service Uber completed a
120mile trip through Colorado while being
steered by a robot while a human sat in the

back of trailer. In doing so, Krafcik and other sup-
porters of self-driving cars believe the technolo-
gy will drastically reduce the number of deaths
on the roads each year because they contend
robots don’t get distracted or drunk, nor ignore
the rules of the road, like humans do.

While Google’s self-driving cars were still in
the research-and-development stage, its lead-
ers indicated the vehicles would be common-
place by 2020. Krafcik declined to update the
timetable Tuesday, saying only that “we are
close to bringing this to a lot of people.”
Waymo’s transition from what once was viewed
as a longshot experiment to a full-fledged com-
pany marks another step in an effort to revolu-
tionize the way people get around.

Making better drivers 
Instead of driving themselves and having to

find a place to park, people will be chauffeured
in robot-controlled vehicles if Waymo, automak-
ers and Uber realize their vision within the next
few years. Waymo’s name is meant to be short-
hand for “a new way forward in mobility.” The
newly minted company will operate within
Google’s parent company, Alphabet, which was
created last year to oversee far-flung projects
that have nothing to do with Google’s main
business of online search and advertising. —AP 

MEXICO: This file photo shows a woman playing the newly launched
Pokemon Go game at a public park in Mexico City. —AFP 

PARIS: It has been hailed as a revolution-
ary way to get people moving, using
smartphones to pursue cartoon creatures
through city parks and streets on foot,
instead of taking the car or metro. But has
Pokemon Go made people more active
and healthy? A study yesterday reported
mixed success. In the first week of playing
the game, people took 955 additional
steps per day on average-equaling nearly
half the World Health Organization’s rec-
ommended physical activity level,
researchers found. But this soon petered
out, with activity levels “back to pre-instal-
lation levels” of around 4,250 steps per day
by week six of playing the game which has
become a global phenomenon. 

“The results suggest that the positive
health impact of Pokemon Go is moderate
and diminishes after six weeks of playing,”
said a statement from the Harvard TH Chan
School of Public Health, whose researchers
conducted the study. The team measured
daily walking among a group of 1,182
adults aged 18-35 in the United States. All
used an iPhone 6 smartphone, which auto-
matically records the number of steps you
take while carrying the device. They com-
pared the average number of steps taken

per day for four weeks prior to downloading
Pokemon Go, and for six weeks thereafter.

Pokemon Go is an augmented reality
game which uses overlaying graphics to
get people chasing cute cartoon creatures
that appear in their vicinity,  as seen
through their phone camera. The game
has been downloaded over 500 million
times since its launch in July, according to
the study published in the journal BMJ. The
study did not comment on the reasons for
the relapse. “We are only at the beginning
of understanding how augmented reality
gaming can potentially be beneficial to
health,” said Katherine Howe, who co-
authored the study.

“They give people a reason to go out-
side, walk, and socialize. Imagine the
potential of developing these games to
not only increase physical activity but to
also boost mental well-being, mood, cog-
nitive abilities and social interaction,” she
added. The study did point out the poten-
tial risks, such as traffic accidents caused
by people distracted while playing with
their phones. One weakness of the
research was that it did not register any
physical exercise done while not carrying
the phone. —AFP

Does Pokemon get you on 

the go? For a bit: Study

As the popularity of online shopping increases
in Kuwait, so does the likelihood of falling foul
of cyber crooks, not necessarily because they
are putting in extra effort during the festive
season, but simply because more of us are
doing more online shopping at this time of
the year, and we’re on the lookout for the
hottest deals.

Sophos has put together the following
cyber security tips to help you focus on family,
food and fun over during this season, rather
than dealing with the headache of stolen
credit card details or important documents
lost to ransom ware.   

1) Clean up your passwords before you
start shopping

Don’t use the same password on more
than one website. If the crooks get one pass-
word, they’ll immediately try it on all your
other accounts. Make your passwords as long
and complex as you can; in fact, consider
using a password manager, which will come
up with a unique password for each website
automatically.

2) Update your devices
When patches come out, most of them

fix security holes that the crooks either
already know about or will find out about
soon. Don’t put off security updates because
“later will be fine”. Follow our advice: patch
early, patch often.

3) Back up your files
Whether you’re taking your laptop on holi-

day, or staying at home with your faithful
desktop this festive season, don’t forget to
back up your precious documents on all of
your devices. That way if your files are lost,
stolen, “reconfigured” by a teenaged “expert”,
or, worst of all, held for extortion by ransom

ware, you can still get your data back.
4) Watch out for booby-trapped ATMs

when shopping on the High Street
Watch out for modified ATMs when you

withdraw money. Crooks often glue fake parts
onto or around ATMs in the hope of covertly
reading both your card data and your PIN. If
you see an ATM with any components that
look as though they don’t belong, report it to
the bank and the police. That way you protect
yourself and everyone else too.

5) Beware of login links in emails
With so many emails flying around over

the festive  shopping period, it’s a popular
time for cyber crooks to use fake ‘phishing’
emails to trick you into handing over personal
data. When an email urges you to click on a
link to login to your account and change your
password, or some similar sort of subterfuge,
it’s probably crooks trying to trick you onto a
fake site that will look exactly like the real
thing, except that the crooks get your pass-
word, not the real website. If you want to
check a transaction on one of your accounts,
open your browser and browse to the website
yourself. 

6) Look for the padlock in the URL bar
when shopping online

A padlock in the address bar and a URL
that starts with “HTTPS” means the website
uses an encrypted or secure connection. All
major websites, not just financial institutions,
use HTTPS these days, so if you see a site that’s
asking for personal information but doesn’t
have the padlock, you can be sure it’s a fake.

7) Watch out for bogus courier emails
During this  time, you may very well get

products delivered to your home, so you’ll
be expecting a visit from a courier company.

Crooks know this and send fake emails
about bogus delivery problems, hoping to
draw you into their web. If you want to con-
tact a courier company to check on a deliv-
ery, look up their phone number or email
address yourself - don’t use any links or infor-

mation from an email.
8) Don’t email your credit card details
Sometimes you’ll try to buy that special

gift , but your credit card won’t go through. In
perfectly good faith, the seller may ask you to
email through your card details to try again
later. But that email could end up in the hands
of cyber crooks, even if the seller handles it
with care once they’ve received it. Remember:
if in doubt, don’t give it out!

9) Turn off Flash on your devices
Want to do one single, simple thing to

improve your security, now and forever? Turn
off Flash, or uninstall it altogether if you can.
Booby-trapped Flash files are still a popular
way of spreading malware, and with fewer

and fewer sites actually requiring Flash, it’s
safer to do without it altogether.

10) Change default passwords before
using any new home video devices

Whether it’s a new baby monitor, home
surveillance system, or any other internet-
enabled camera, it probably has a default
password. If you don’t change the password
then you are making it easy for a cybercrimi-
nal to hack in and watch whatever you’re film-

ing. That could be you, your house, your baby,
or something else that you’d prefer to keep
away from prying eyes.

11) Think before you share on social media
Maybe it sounds obvious, but over sharing

on social media is a bad idea, and there is no
better time to remind you of this than the par-
ty season. Whether it’s photos of other people,
your credit card details, the fact that you’re
holding a really amazing party on Friday night
or anything else, stop and think before you
share. Once you post it, you’ll never be able to
take it back.

12) Upgrade the software on any new
devices before using them

Even “new” computers and hardware
devices usually need updates right away. After
all, between when they were made and when
you first use them, the crooks have had time
to find new security holes to attack. If you
want to protect your new devices, always
patch before using them, even if it’s Christmas
Day and you’re dying to try out your brand
new present. 

Finally, make sure your computers at home
are secure. Sophos Home is free and allows
you to protect up to 10 Windows and Mac
computers from malware, ransom ware,
phishing and more. You can have different set-
tings for adults and kids, and the web filter lets
you block ads. It’s an easy-to-use solution that
takes minutes to download and get started.
And remember, when 2017 comes around, all
of these tips will still be valid. In other words,
as much as we’re urging you not to let your
computer security guard down over the fes-
tive  season, we’re also encouraging you to
keep your security guard up every day. Cyber
security is for life, not just for this season.

Top 12 tips for staying safe online

SAN FRANCISCO: Silicon Valley
leaders were among Donald Trump’s
most outspoken opponents during
the presidential campaign.
Yesterday, though, many of them
will come face-to-face with the pres-
ident-elect for the first time since
the election. The tech industry had
multiple concerns about Candidate
Trump, among them fears that he
would stifle innovation, curb the hir-
ing of computer-savvy immigrants
and infringe on consumers’ digital
privacy. Those worries may not have
abated, but that’s not stopping tech-
nology leaders from heading to
Trump Tower in New York to make
their peace - or press their case -
with Trump and his advisers.

The CEOs planning to attend
include Apple’s Tim Cook, Alphabet’s
Larry Page, Microsoft ’s Satya
Nadella, Amazon’s Jeff Bezos, Intel’s
Brian Krzanich, IBM’s Ginni Rometty,
Oracle’s Safra Catz and Cisco
Systems’ Chuck Robbins. Facebook’s
chief operating officer, Sheryl
Sandberg, will be on hand instead of
its CEO, Mark Zuckerberg, who was
one of many tech executives to
express misgivings about Trump’s
pledge to deport millions of immi-
grants.

Tech vs. Trump
It could be a prickly meeting. No

other industry was more open in its
contempt for Trump during the
campaign. In an open letter pub-
lished in July, more than 140 tech-
nology executives, entrepreneurs
and venture capitalists skewered
Trump as a “disaster for innovation.”
And Trump’s denigration of
Mexicans, his pledge to deport mil-
lions of immigrants now living in the
US illegally, and his crude remarks
about women were widely viewed
as racist, authoritarian and sexist by
an industry that prides itself on its
tolerance. Trump, in turn, sometimes
lashed out at the industry and its
leaders. He lambasted Bezos for the
campaign coverage of his newspa-
per, The Washington Post, and sug-
gested that Amazon could face
antitrust scrutiny if he was elected. 

Trump also rebuked Cook for
fighting a government order requir-
ing Apple to unlock an encrypted
iPhone used by a shooter in last
year ’s terrorist attack in San
Bernardino, California. And Trump’s
repeated screeds against immi-
grants raised fears that he might dis-
mantle programs that have enabled
tech companies to hire tens of thou-

sands of foreign workers with the
skills to write computer programs,
design web pages and build mobile
apps. The industry is also worried
that Trump might try to undermine
“net neutrality,” a regulation requir-
ing internet service providers to
offer equal access to all online serv-
ices. Trump’s harsh characterization
of the media as dishonest and unfair
has raised other fears that he might
even try to restrict free speech
online.

Out of strife, peace?
Some in Silicon Valley think the

industry’s best move would be to
keep its distance until Trump
changes his tone. Former Google

executive Chris Sacca, now a tech
investor, argues that industry lead-
ers should steer clear of the meeting
altogether. Sitting down with the
president-elect “would only make
sense after Trump has given public
assurances he won’t encourage cen-
sorship, will stop exploiting fake
news, will promote net neutrality,
denounce hate crimes, and embrace
science,” Sacca said. “If and until
then, tech figures who visit are
being used to whitewash an author-
itarian bully who threatens not just
our industry, but our entire democ-
racy.” Most of the companies with
executives attending Wednesday’s

meeting declined to comment
ahead of the gathering. 

But Oracle’s Catz said in a state-
ment that she plans to tell Trump
“that we are with him and are here
to help in any way we can. If he can
reform the tax code, reduce regula-
tion, and negotiate better trade
deals, the US technology communi-
ty will be stronger and more com-
petitive than ever.” Other tech insti-
tutions are also signaling an end to
the animosity. The Internet
Association, a trade group whose
members include Google,
Facebook and Amazon, praised
Trump in an open letter last month
for his use of Twitter and other digi-
tal tools to help him get elected.

The letter also appealed to Trump’s
emphasis on the economy, citing
statistics estimating that the inter-
net sector accounted for nearly $1
trill ion of the country ’s gross
domestic product. 

Some conservatives say they’re
actually worried that Trump might
get too friendly with tech. Peter
Flaherty, the president of the
National Legal and Policy Center,
charges that big technology compa-
nies exploited their close relation-
ship with President Obama “to
feather their nests and push for poli-
cies that benefit them at the
expense of the American worker.”

Trump spokeswoman Hope Hicks
said by email that the president-
elect “looks forward to meeting with
this important group of industry
leaders and true innovators.”

Common ground: Tax cuts
The technology industry already

supports one of Trump’s ideas. He
has promised to temporarily reduce
the corporate tax on foreign profits
from the current 35 percent to 10
percent to give US companies an
incentive to bring their overseas
cash back home. It’s a cut that Cook
has been pushing Congress to make
because Apple has $216 billion, or
91 percent of its total cash, in over-
seas accounts. Other tech compa-

nies in line to benefit the most from
a tax reduction include Microsoft,
Cisco, Microsoft and Google’s corpo-
rate parent, Alphabet. 

But Trump might not be doing
many other favors for technology
companies given his history of
holding grudges against his oppo-
nents, said Larry Irving, a former
government affairs executive for
Hewlett-Packard who now runs a
consulting firm. “Everything Trump
has done so far suggests that he
rewards loyalty and punishes disloy-
alty,” Irving said. “The tech industry
better have some pontoons
ready.”—AP

Tech leaders to make peace or 

press their case with Trump

Trump skewered as a ‘disaster for innovation’

SEATTLE: In this file photo, Amazon CEO Jeff Bezos walks onstage for the launch of the new
Amazon Fire Phone, in Seattle. —AP

SAN FRANCISCO: Uber is bringing a small num-
ber of self-driving cars to its ride-hailing service in
San Francisco - a move likely to excite the city’s
tech-savvy population and certain to antagonize
California regulators. Yesterday’s launch in Uber’s
hometown expands a public pilot program the
company started in Pittsburgh in September. The
testing lets everyday people experience the cars
as Uber works to identify glitches before expand-
ing the technology’s use in San Francisco and
elsewhere.

California law, however, requires a test permit for
self-driving prototype vehicles, and Uber does not
have one. The company argues that the law doesn’t
apply because its cars require a human backup.
Uber has a history of testing legal boundaries.
Although the company has been around less than a
decade, it has argued with authorities around the

world about how much of its drivers’ histories
should be covered in background checks and
whether those drivers should be treated as contrac-
tors ineligible for employee benefits.

The streets of San Francisco
Uber’s self-driving tests in San Francisco will

begin with a “handful” of Volvo luxury SUVs - the
company wouldn’t release an exact number - that
have been tricked out with sensors so they can steer,
accelerate and brake, and even decide to change
lanes. The cars will have an Uber employee behind
the wheel to take over should the technology fail.
Users of the app may be matched with a self-driving
car, but can opt out if they prefer a human driver.
Self-driven rides cost the same as ordinary ones.

The cars will be put to the test in the congested
streets of San Francisco. The city can be a daunting

place to drive given its famously steep hills, fre-
quent fog, street and cable cars, an active bicycle
culture, and roads that are constantly being
repaved, remarked and restricted for bike lanes and
traffic management. Uber believes its technology is
ready to handle all this safely, though its executives
concede the vehicles are nowhere near able to
drive without a human ready to take control in
dicey situations.

There was room for improvement during a
Tuesday test drive attended by The Associated
Press. The car was destined for a local pizza parlor,
but didn’t pull directly in front of the restaurant, and
instead stopped in the middle of the street. The cars
may strike some riders as over-cautious, too. During
the test drive, one idled in a traffic jam even though
an adjacent lane was clear, prompting the human
driver to make the move himself. —AP

Uber self-driving cars hit the streets of San Francisco

Paul Ducklin

Google’s self-driving 

car project: Waymo


