
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2016

F E A T U R E S

l if e st yle

Alost drawing by the Renaissance
master Leonardo da Vinci has been
discovered in the papers of a French

provincial doctor, a Paris auction house
said Tuesday. The dreamily sensual sketch
of Saint Sebastian is thought to be worth
around 15 million euros ($15.8 million) and
is an "extraordinary discovery", the Tajan
auction house said.

It has been authenticated by the French
specialist Patrick de Bayser and Carmen C
Bambach, curator of Renaissance drawings
at New York's Metropolitan Museum and a
Da Vinci expert, it added. The dramatic
study, which it is thought Leonardo did in
his late twenties or early thirties after he
was acquitted of sodomy, is one of eight he
is known to have drawn.

The find is extremely rare, with the last
Da Vinci drawing that came to market-a
sketch of a horse and rider-equaling the
world record for an Old Master drawing
when it sold for $10 million in 2001. It was
then said to be the most significant draw-
ing by the artist and polymath to be sold at
auction since the 1930s.

Mirror writing 
De Bayser told AFP he came across the

new sketch, done with a quill pen, during
a routine trawl through material sent to
the auction house for valuation.  He
thought it was possibly by a 15th-century
Florentine artist until he turned the torn
paper over. On the back he found a couple
of scientific sketches about an optical
experiment showing the shadow thrown
by a candle and some "spectacular" back-
to-front writing.

Da Vinci regularly used the technique so
his writing could only be read using a mir-
ror. De Bayser then noticed that the shad-
ing in the drawing of Saint Sebastian,
which showed the martyr with wild hair
pinned to a tree trunk, went from right to

left. "That meant that it was drawn by a
left-handed artist" like Da Vinci. "I was
immediately convinced it was by
Leonardo," he told AFP. It is now thought
the sketch may have come from one of the
artist's famous notebooks.

Two other studies of Saint Sebastian by
Da Vinci have survived, one at the Bonnat-
Helleu Museum in Bayonne in southwest-
ern France and the other at the Kunsthalle
in Hamburg. Carmen C Bambach believes
the newly discovered sketch came from the
same period as the Hamburg drawing,
from between 1478 and 1483. The owner
of the 19.3 x 13 cm (7.6 x 5 ins) sketch
wants to remain anonymous, the auction
house said. — AFP 

At a photography studio in Cleveland,
instructor Nicole Follen is trying to con-
vince her students to step back in time

and technology-to the age of the humble
Polaroid. She wants the students to create some-
thing they can touch and feel-perhaps even
something that - gasp-isn't perfect. So, she
guides her class in how to transform digital pho-
tos taken on their smartphones into Polaroid-
style instant photos that hark back to the
bygone analog era. "You go from something so
digital to having a mark in your photography,"
Follen said. "You have to work for it."

Once upon a time, before digital cameras,
people trying to capture moments on film only
had the clunky box cameras that spit out square
photos with wide white borders that you need-
ed to shake to develop. Now, Follen uses a print-
er that links to smartphones and churns out
prints similar to those that were all the rage in
the 1970s.

Across the United States and Europe, instant
photography is making a comeback-and not just
in hipster enclaves like Brooklyn. Leading the
trend are those planning weddings and other
special occasions.  A simple internet search
unearths endless do-it-yourself suggestions for
asking guests to participate in creating instant
memories. "There's something about Polaroids
that just feels so cozy," wrote one bride on a
Reddit comment thread.  "I love the photos we
have," wrote another. "A few of the pictures were
kept by our guests, but we have an amazing
keepsake!" 

Sales growth 
Weddings are a natural setting for instant film

because the process makes photos more person-
al, said Nicole Kaney, a Florida-based wedding
planner. Photos snapped with instant cameras
"tend to be a little more carefree and relaxed"
than those taken with digital cameras, which are
sometimes endlessly finessed for social media,
she said. The throwback trend has led to the cre-
ation of new instant cameras to meet demand. 

Used classic cameras by Polaroid meanwhile

sell for prime sums, sometimes hundreds of dol-
lars, on eBay. Companies making new versions
are seeing sales growth few would have predict-
ed even a few years ago. Fujifilm, which makes a
new line of Instax instant cameras and film, said
in a recent earnings report that sales remained
strong in the United States and Europe, even as
its sales of digital cameras decreased. 

The Japanese company says it sold five mil-
lion instant cameras worldwide in fiscal 2015
and expects to sell 6.5 million in fiscal 2016. The
Impossible Project, the company that bought
Polaroid's last remaining instant film plant in the
Netherlands - rescuing it from extinction - is also

bullish about its own future. The company
founded by Florian Kaps, an Austrian biologist-
turned-entrepreneur, now makes Polaroid-style
instant film, an instant camera with a modern
touch (it has Bluetooth and a mobile app), and
an instant film printing device, which is what
Follen uses in her studio, the Cleveland Print
Room.

'Something nostalgic' 
"Florian really saw this kind of niche product

that would never fade away," said Mark
Appleton, head of North American sales for The
Impossible Project. Even Polaroid itself is opti-

mistic about instant photography in the analog
form, even though the company discontinued
instant film production in 2008. "We think this
category will continue to grow and thrive, and
then there will be more products in different for-
mats, different size prints, different types of
printing devices-whether they're printers or
cameras," said Polaroid CEO Scott Hardy.

A new instant camera licensed under the
company name was released last January, with
an updated version released in September. Tom
Lewis, who teaches photography at the Kansas
City Art Institute, said he is seeing the appeal of
instant photography firsthand among a younger

generation who is used to digital photos that are
somewhat disposable. 

Students "seem to be more considered in
their approach to the instant film" versus what
they do with phone cameras, Lewis said.
Students are framing instant photos as works of
art and using them in collages, he said, adding
that some "see it in terms of something nostal-
gic, something they missed out on."  -- AFP 
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Our politics is often reflected in our
popular culture, and vice versa - espe-
cially in an election year. That relation-

ship seemed closer than ever in 2016, when a
TV personality was elected president, reality
shows and beauty contests were referenced
in presidential debates, and even a Broadway
show ignited partisan sparring.

At t imes,  it  seemed l ike the election
overshadowed everything, but of course
there was more. The diversity issue again
roiled Hollywood. The old-style musical
made a  glamorous comeback .  One of
Hol ly wood's  most  scrut inized couples
cal led i t  quits .  And we said a  ser ies  of
painful goodbyes: to legendary rock stars,
cinema and T V greats, and The Greatest
himself. Our annual, highly selective jour-
ney down pop culture memory lane:

JANUARY
Ground Control to Major Tom: We shall

miss you. The death of DAVID BOWIE casts a
pall over the pop culture scene as the year
begins. The elegant rock star succumbs to
cancer - an illness he fought in secret - just a
few days after his 69th birthday and the
release of his final music video, "Lazarus,"
which begins with the line: "Look up here, I'm
in heaven."

FEBRUARY
A year after #OscarsSoWhite in 2015, the

Oscars are ... #SoWhiteAgain! For the second
year, all 20 nominated actors are white. The
lack of diversity leads to some sweeping
membership changes at the Academy.
Meanwhile, the Super Bowl halftime show is
allegedly headlined by Coldplay. But it's BEY-
ONCE who rules with a commanding per-
formance of her new song, "Formation," prov-
ing that Queen Bey is still very much among
our royalty.

MARCH
The ROLLING STONES perform in Cuba, a

once-unthinkable event that happens a week
after President Obama visits the island nation.
Speaking of Obama, he hosts a White House
concert performance of "HAMILTON," part of a
remarkable 2016 for LIN-MANUEL MIRANDA
and his rap-infused Broadway musical about
founding father Alexander Hamilton. We say
goodbye to GARRY SHANDLING.

APRIL
HAMILTON wins the Pulitzer for drama (to

add to a Grammy and, soon, 11 Tonys), and
current Treasury Secretary Jack Lew reverses a
plan to bump Hamilton from the $10 bill after
fans kick up a fuss - undoubtedly the first time
a Broadway show influences currency policy.
And April showers bring Purple Rain: Rock leg-
end PRINCE dies a shocking death at 57 of an
accidental opioid overdose, launching count-
less poignant tributes.

MAY
"It's not over 'til I say it's over," says BERNIE

SANDERS to HILLARY CLINTON, of the fight for
the Democratic nomination. Actually, that's
LARRY DAVID talking to KATE MCKINNON on
"Saturday Night Live." As MCKINNON hones
her acclaimed, manically ambitious portrayal
of Clinton - one of nine actresses to portray
her in SNL history - DONALD TRUMP (in real
life) clinches the Republican nomination. We'll

have to wait a few months to see who plays
him on SNL....

JUNE
The greatest is gone: MUHAMMAD ALI dies

at 74 after a three-decade battle with
Parkinson's disease. It's CLINTON's turn to
clinch her party's nomination, becoming the
first woman in U.S. history to lead a major par-
ty ticket. At the Tony awards, host JAMES COR-
DEN opens with a tribute to the Orlando
nightclub shooting victims, and MIRANDA
does the same with a tearful sonnet, declaring
that "love is love is love is love."

JULY
Holly wood always turns out  for

Democrats, and the Democratic National
Convention is no exception. Per formers
include KATY PERRY, ALICIA KEYS, CAROLE
KING, DEMI LOVATO, BOYZ II MEN and PAUL
SIMON, among many others. In media news,

ROGER AILES is out at Fox News Channel,
following allegations of sexual harassment.
And the retired JON STEWART - missed by
many fans in an election year - returns to
late night, bearded and in a bathrobe, for an
appearance with STEPHEN COLBERT.

AUGUST
SCOTT BAIO is the biggest celebrity at the

Republican National Convention. And some
sports news: In Rio, MICHAEL PHELPS ends his
historic Olympic career (or so he says) with a
mind-boggling 23rd career gold. But the US
swim team's achievements are overshadowed
by RYAN LOCHTE's drunken night and evolv-
ing explanation. Goodbye, Willy Wonka and
Leo Bloom: Actor GENE WILDER - whose name
could easily describe his famous eyes and
untamed hair - dies at 83 of complications of
Alzheimer's.

SEPTEMBER
The first CLINTON-TRUMP debate draws 84

million viewers, the most ever for a US presi-
dential matchup, and yields at least one
catchy meme: The "Hillary Shimmy." Clinton
tries her hand at comedy with ZACH GALIFI-
ANAKIS on "Between Two Ferns." JIMMY FAL-
LON famously musses TRUMP's hair, and is
criticized for the friendly encounter. Bye Bye,
BRANGELINA: One of the most high-profile
couplings in Hollywood is over.

OCTOBER
Hello, Nasty Woman: Trump's frustrated

comment about Clinton in their third,
extremely contentious debate becomes one
of the more famous exchanges of the season,
launching "nasty woman" merchandise like
the "Madam President If You're Nasty" T-shirt.
We meet ALEC BALDWIN'S Trump on SNL.
TRUMP - the real one - tweets: "Alec Baldwin
portrayal stinks." And the candidate's "grab
'em" comments on "Access Hollywood"
emerge, sending his campaign into damage
control.

NOVEMBER
Something happens in early November ...

what was it again? Meantime, let's remember
singer LEONARD COHEN, dead at 82. Many
find themselves singing "Hallelujah," his
much-covered ballad - including a somber
MCKINNON on "SNL," a few days after the

election. BALDWIN reprises Trump, the real
TRUMP settles into meetings at Trump Tower,
and his vice president-elect,  MIKE PENCE,
goes to HAMILTON, where the production
appeals to him directly from the stage to work
on behalf of all Americans. Pence says he
doesn't mind, but Trump tweets: "Apologize!"

DECEMBER
It's been quite a year for the musical, and

not just on Broadway. "Hairspray Live!" contin-
ues the live TV musical fad. And movie audi-
ences are enchanted by a candy-colored, old-
fashioned musical ode to Tinseltown itself, "La
La Land," by young director DAMIEN
CHAZELLE. Finally, for those craving a little
consistency in this turbulent year, it's perhaps
nice to know that December arrives bearing
the same Christmas gift as it did last year: A
new "STAR WARS" movie. — AP 

In 2016, politics dominated pop culture and vice versa

Prince performs during the halftime show at the Super
Bowl XLI NFL football game at Dolphin Stadium in Miami. 

File photo shows Lin-Manuel Miranda and the cast of "Hamilton" performing at the Tony
Awards at the Beacon Theatre in New York.

Beyonce performs during halftime of the NFL Super Bowl 50 football game. 

Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump and Democratic presidential nominee
Hillary Clinton during the presidential debate at Hofstra University. — AP photos 

Kate McKinnon portrays Democratic presi-
dential candidate Hillary Clinton during a
sketch on "Saturday Night Live".


