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VIENNA: Iran and the major powers with which it
reached a landmark nuclear accord in 2015 have agreed
on clarifications that diplomats say will reduce the
amount of enriched uranium that counts towards a limit
set by the deal. The UN nuclear watchdog circulated the
clarifications, laid out in eight documents, to its member
states yesterday after receiving them from the office of
European Union foreign policy chief Federica Mogherini,
who coordinates the main forum for discussions created
by the deal, the Joint Commission.

“These documents are merely providing clarifications,
developed by the Joint Commission, for the implementa-
tion of Iran’s nuclear-related measures as set out in the
JCPOA,” Mogherini’s office said in an attached letter,
using the deal’s full name, the Joint Comprehensive Plan
of Action. The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
is policing the deal’s restrictions on Iranian atomic activi-
ties to help ensure they are not put to developing a
nuclear weapon. The accord also lifted sanctions against
the Islamic Republic.

The IAEA has already expressed concern to Iran about
its repeated testing of one of the deal’s less strictly
defined limits - its stock of heavy water, a substance used
as a moderator in reactors like Iran’s unfinished one at
Arak, which has had its core removed to make it unus-
able. Diplomats have said Iran has come close to exceed-
ing other limits under the deal, particularly the 300 kg
(661 pound) cap on its stock of enriched uranium, a
breach of which would most likely be far more damaging
than excess heavy water.

There was concern during a visit to Iran this week by
IAEA chief Yukiya Amano that Iran was about to go over
that threshold, diplomats said. There is also great uncer-
tainty about how US President-elect Donald Trump, a
vocal critic of the deal, will handle any future difficulties
that arise with Iran. —Reuters

WASHINGTON: US President-elect
Donald Trump, asked to clarify his com-
ments about expanding US  nuclear
weapons capability, said, “Let it be an
arms race,” and that the United States
would win it, MSNBC reported yesterday.

Trump had alarmed non-proliferation
experts on Thursday with a Twitter post
that said the United States “must greatly
strengthen and expand its nuclear capa-
bility until such time as the world comes
to its senses regarding nukes.” MSNBC’s
Mika Brzezinski spoke with Trump on
the phone and asked him to expand on
his tweet. She said he responded: “Let it
be an arms race. We will outmatch them
at every pass and outlast them all.”

Shares of uranium producers and a
nuclear fuel technology company have
jumped on Trump’s comments with
Uranium Resources Inc, Uranium Energy
Corp, Cameco Corp and Lightbridge
Corp all trading higher yesterday.

It was not clear what prompted
Thursday’s tweet by Trump, a
Republican who takes office on Jan. 20,
but it came the same day Russian
President Vladimir Putin said his country
needed to boost its nuclear forces. In his
year-end news conference in Moscow
on Friday, Putin said Trump’s comment
on Wednesday was not out of line and
that he did not consider the United
States to be a potential aggressor.

Trump spokesman Sean Spicer said
in several television interviews on
Friday that there would not be an arms
race because the president-elect
would ensure that other countries try-
ing to step up their nuclear capabili-
ties, such as Russia and China, would
decide not to do so.

“He’s going to ensure that other
countries get the message that he’s not
going to sit back and allow that,” Spicer,
who was named this week as White

House spokesman for the president-
elect, told NBC. “And what’s going to
happen is they will come to their senses,
and we will all be just fine.”  

Fears, questions
Trump called for an expansion of

theUnited States’ nuclear capabilities on
Thursday, in a tweet that alarmed non-
proliferation experts who said that a
boost to the US. arsenal could fuel glob-
al tensions. — Reuters
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WEST PALM BEACH: A motorcade carrying President-elect Donald Trump
arrives at Trump International Golf Club, in West Palm Beach, Florida yes-
terday. —AP
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