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YANGON: This photo taken on November 3, 2016 shows a sample of mechanical parts made using 3D print-
ing technology as an employee works on a design using a computer (background) at a printing factory in
Yangon. —AFP

YANGON: Whizzing across a blue-lit
platform with a whirr and a squeak, liq-
uid plastic emanating from its chrome
tip, the 3D printer seems a far cry from
the muddy, crop-filled fields that fringe
Yangon.

But in an industrial park south of
Myanmar’s commercial hub, the
advanced technology is now being used
to design bespoke parts that are chang-
ing the lives of impoverished farmers.
Myanmar’s manufacturing sector was
gutted under five decades of isolationist
military rule, forcing farmers to cobble
together their own tools or use ill-adapt-
ed imports. Poor equipment has only
added to the hardships of growing
crops in the disaster-prone country,
where farmers account for nearly half of
the economy’s output despite being
among the poorest producers in Asia. 

But in one corner of Yangon, change
is afoot. Over at social enterprise
Proximity Designs, cutting-edge 3D

printer technology is being used to
design specially adapted tools, in consul-
tation with the farmers who use them. 

“We want to create something that
farmers find delight in,” product design-
er Taiei Harimoto told AFP at their work-
shop, where robotic arms line the walls
near benches littered with tools and
mechanical parts. The printer, a small,
black, hollow cube with a needle inside
attached to a computer, has already
been put to use helping design parts for
a sprinkler system and the internal
mechanics for a solar pump.

Creating prototypes in plastic means
the team can perfect designs for com-
plex pieces in the lab, cutting out a
lengthy back-and-forth that can cost
thousands of dollars.

Once the design has been perfected,
it is then sent off to factories in other
countries where the final part is mass
produced. “Before it might have taken
weeks and sometimes months” to make

the prototypes for each product, said
co-founder Debbie Aung Din.

Out in the fields, farmers say they are
already seeing their profits grow.

On his tiny half-acre plot some 70
miles (100 kilometres) from Yangon,
betel leaf farmer Kyaw Win said his life
has been changed by the 3D printer-
designed sprinkling system he installed
over two months ago. 

“Using products like this can cut in
half the amount of time we have to
spend working each day,” the 60-year-
old told AFP as he stroked the plants’
wide leaves, which many people in
Myanmar chew as a stimulant. Instead of
paying laborers to water the plants
using buckets-back-breaking work that
often meant the leaves became damp
and diseased-now he has a targeted sys-
tem that he can operate himself. “We
also reduced our costs by more than half
compared to what we had to spend
before,” he explained. —AFP
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Don’t get cyber

Scrooged! Tips for

online shopping
NEW YORK: ‘Tis the season to be jolly - but it’s also the sea-
son for identity theft, phishing and credit card fraud. With
Christmas just days away, people are using their smart-
phones and other devices to get a handle on their last-
minute shopping. Hackers are on the hunt as well, looking to
steal personal information from easy targets.

“People just need to have their radar up, so that when
they’re trying to get their perfect gift to grandma’s house in
time for Christmas day, they’re not clicking on things they
shouldn’t,” says Michael Kaiser, executive director of the
National Cyber Security Alliance.

We’ve written earlier on how to avoid holiday scams in
general,  both of the technology kind and otherwise:
http://apne.ws/2hRZ55V . Here are some other tips for stay-
ing safe this holiday season.

YOU’D BETTER WATCH OUT
Make sure your phone’s operating system and all the apps

you use to shop are up to date. 
That way you’ll have the fixes for any recently discovered

security problems. You should also enable multi-factor
authentication in the settings on your important accounts.
This is a security measure that requires you to enter a tempo-
rary code in addition to your password when signing in; serv-
ices often text this code to your phone. It complicates life for
hackers should they somehow manage to get your password.

Improvements in credit card fraud detection have pushed
hackers to focus on stealing legitimate login credentials, so
adding an extra layer of protection to these accounts is a
must, says John Dickson with the cybersecurity firm Denim
Group. And while some cybersecurity experts question the
value of changing your password frequently, Dickson says it’s
not a bad idea this time of year. “If you had a New Year’s reso-
lution to change your passwords, move that up by about four
weeks, because this is fraudster season,” Dickson says.

SANTA (AND HACKERS) ARE WATCHING
Nobody likes to dip into their mobile-data plan, but you

might want to set aside a few gigabytes for your holiday
shopping. Signing on to free Wi-Fi at a store or coffee shop
can be risky. Hackers could be lurking on the networks,
ready to use that connection to steal credit-card numbers or
other personal information. If you’re using free Wi-Fi, at
least wait till you get home to check your bank account bal-
ances, Kaiser says.

FEAST OF THE PHISHES
Phishing spikes during the holiday season. Emails that

offer great deals on holiday gifts or donation pitches from
charities could actually be attempts to steal your credit card
or login information. Another popular trick: Fake emails sup-
posedly sent by online retailers or shipping companies. Don’t
click on links in these emails, as they may lead you to a fake
website that looks legitimate. Instead, type in the company’s
website directly.

CHECKING IT TWICE (OR MORE)
Shoppers need to keep a close eye on their accounts. The

easiest way to do this is to use the same credit card for all of
your holiday shopping. Avoid debit cards - running up a cred-
it card balance is one thing and can be challenged; draining
your life’s savings is another.

Use different passwords for your various shopping
accounts. That way if one is compromised, it’s less likely that
the others will fall to hackers as well.

NAUGHTY OR NICE?
Websites that advertise hot deals on popular or hard-to-

find gifts are probably scams. So are those touting free or
deeply discounted gift cards. Stick with e-commerce sites you
know are real. Don’t click on web ads.

And if something advertised on a website or social media
looks too good to be true, it probably is, says Brian Reed,
chief marketing officer for ZeroFox, a cybersecurity firm that
focuses on social media.

Instead of getting a great deal on a North Face jacket or a
free iPhone, shoppers are getting their money and personal
information stolen. Also avoid apps that promise to generate
gift card codes for various retailers, Reed says. —AP

CEDAR RAPIDS: A ban on traffic enforcement cameras
could have side effects for Iowa cities that rely on the tech-
nology, including Cedar Rapids, which has the most robust
camera program in the state. The specter of a ban has
prompted Cedar Rapids City Manager Jeff Pomeranz to not
count on the $3 million to $3.5 million in annual revenue
from speed and red light cameras in the city’s fiscal 2018
general fund budget, which will be adopted by City Council
in March and starts July 1, 2017.

“In order to be cautious we are going to exclude that
revenue,” Pomeranz said. “The last thing we want to do is
have the City Council approve a budget that is several mil-
lion dollars short.” The general fund pays for various city

services and staff, such as police, fire, library, streets and
garbage collection, while generating money from property
taxes, which Pomeranz said won’t be increased. Total prop-
erty tax revenue won’t be known for another month, so
how to offset lost traffic camera revenue remains up in the
air, Pomeranz said.

Budgeting is just one of the possible ripple effects should
state lawmakers ban traffic cameras. Traffic safety, pending
lawsuits and ticket refunds could also crop up as issues.
State Sen. Brad Zaun, R-Urbandale, chairman of the Judiciary
Committee, told the Quad-City Times he expects legislation
to ban traffic cameras to clear the House and Senate next
month and then land on Gov. Terry Branstad’s desk. —AP
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