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Uber moves self-driving cars 

from California to Arizona 

Governor tweets Arizona an alternative

SAN FRANCISCO: In this Tuesday, Dec. 13, 2016, file photo, an Uber driverless car is displayed in a garage in
San Francisco. Uber has pulled its self-driving cars from California roads. The ride-sharing company said,
California transportation regulators revoke registrations for the vehicles. —AP

PHOENIX: A fleet of self-driving Uber cars left for Arizona on
Thursday after they were banned from California roads over
safety concerns. The announcement came after Arizona Gov.
Doug Ducey took to social media on Wednesday and
Thursday touting Arizona as an alternative to California for the
ride-hailing company to test out its self-driving cars.

Ducey, a Republican, sent tweets advertising Arizona’s
friendly business environment, saying Uber should ditch
California for the Grand Canyon state. Uber said in a statement
that it had shipped its cars to Arizona and will be expanding
its self-driving pilot program in the next few weeks. The com-
pany hasn’t announced a date when the cars will be tested,
nor did it provide details about how many cars were included.
Uber previously had 16 self-driving cars registered in
California.

“Arizona welcomes Uber self-driving cars with open arms
and wide open roads. While California puts the brakes on
innovation and change with more bureaucracy and more reg-
ulation, Arizona is paving the way for new technology and
new businesses,” Ducey said in a written statement.

Ducey spokesman Daniel Scarpinato said the governor has
been a strong supporter of driverless car technology and new
business models, signing in August 2015 an executive order
supporting the testing of such cars in Arizona. Uber faced
immediate backlash after it launched its California testing in
San Francisco last week.

The California Department of Motor Vehicles had threat-

ened legal action if Uber kept the cars on the road, saying they
needed the same special permit as the 20 other companies
testing self-driving technology in California.

Uber said it doesn’t need that permit because the cars are
not sophisticated enough to continuously drive themselves.
Still, the company promotes the cars as “self-driving.”

The ride-hailing company and state regulators negotiated
for a week, but Uber pulled its cars off California roads
Wednesday after state officials announced they would revoke
the vehicle registrations of all 16 self-driving cars. The DMV
said the registrations for the vehicles were wrongly issued
because they were not properly marked as test vehicles. It
invited Uber to seek a permit so their vehicles could operate
legally in California - an offer the company said it did not plan
to accept. Uber said on Wednesday it was looking for other
places to test out the cars but remained 100 percent commit-
ted to California and would redouble its efforts “to develop
workable statewide rules.”

Ducey called California’s rules “over-regulation.” It’s unclear
which if any regulations exist in Arizona that would apply to
the testing of self-driving cars. The executive order Ducey
signed last year calls for the state’s public safety and trans-
portation departments to take steps toward allowing for the
testing of self-driving cars. “This is about economic develop-
ment, but it’s also about changing the way we live and work.
Arizona is proud to be open for business. California may not
want you, but we do,” he said in a statement. —AP

Tech on wheels: 

Acura NSX returns 

as gas-electric hybrid

After a 12-year absence, the Acura NSX returns for 2017 as
the first gasoline-electric hybrid supercar, mixing exotic looks
and sports-car handling with the latest engine and electric
power technology. A twin-turbo V-6 behind the seats works in
tandem with electric motors between the front wheels and at
the back of the car to generate 573 horsepower and 476 foot-
pounds of torque, all while wearing the fuel-efficiency crown
for a high-performance, gasoline-powered sports car.

The federal government rates the 2017 NSX at 21 miles per
gallon in city driving and 22 mpg on highways, which is a 17
percent improvement over the last NSX. These mileage rat-
ings help the 2017 NSX avoid the federal government’s gas
guzzler tax and surpass pricey, two-seat supercar competitors
- such McLaren, Ferrari, Lamborghini and Mercedes-Benz.

But the new NSX is more than a fuel-efficient sports car.
The electric motors that independently drive the left and right
front wheels also provide torque vectoring for all-wheel drive
taken to a new level of cornering precision. The electric power
adds fast off-the-line starts, then smoothly transitions to
robust engine power. And every tap of the accelerator brings
instantaneous torque from the electric motors, too, so the
NSX feels quick and responsive across a wide driving range.
With a starting manufacturer’s suggested retail price, includ-
ing destination charge, of $157,800, the 2017 NSX undercuts
many competitors, but the price can exceed $200,000 upon
adding options such as carbon fiber pieces and carbon-
ceramic brake rotors.

On sight, the NSX has a low-slung, sleek body. Ground
clearance is just 3.7 inches, and driver and passenger drop low
into the sculpted seats, where they are perfectly positioned to
look at the tailpipes of trucks and SUVs ahead of them. Drivers
must watch that they don’t bump the low NSX nose as they
enter driveways.

At 87.3 inches wide, the NSX’s cabin feels wider and roomi-
er than expected. Legroom maxes out at a decent 42.8 inches,
and headroom is a good 38.3 inches. Strong engine sounds
emanate from behind the seats where the mid-mounted
engine resides. But there’s a “quiet” drive mode that tries to
keep the car on silent electric-only power if the driver can
creep along at less than 20 mph.

Good luck with driving this car that slow: The 3.5-liter, dou-
ble overhead cam, twin-turbocharged V-6 is longitudinally
placed and is visible, under its engine cover, under the glass of
the rear window. The engine, which is new for Acura and its
parent company, Honda, has both direct injection for regular
fuel delivery and port injection for additional power in high-
performance driving.

It’s mated to a nine-speed, dual-clutch transmission that
can be driven like a typical automatic or shifted manually by
the driver without the need for a clutch pedal. The NSX rides
firmly, feels solidly planted to the road and conveys even sub-
tle road imperfections inside to the driver and passengers.
Many bumps come through as vibrations, but some can be
jarring. The car stays amazingly flat in turns and curves, and
while it can dart aggressively through a slalom, it doesn’t feel
lightweight. The new NSX weighs 3,800 pounds, some 600
more than its predecessor, because of its electric motors and
lithium ion battery pack. The NSX controls on the dashboard
look like they were pulled out of another Acura. As an exam-
ple, the NSX doesn’t have an enlarged, vertically positioned
display screen, like a computer tablet, the way such screens
are in McLarens, the latest Volvos and the Tesla Model S.

The NSX also doesn’t decouple the suspension and engine
controls to allow drivers to mix and match their drive experi-
ence the way that a McLaren does. —AP

MIAMI: In this Monday, Dec 12, 2016, photo, a per-
son searches the internet for sales in Miami. With
the holidays fast approaching, more people are
using their smartphones and other devices to get a
handle on their last-minute shopping. —AP

LONDON: The attack on a Berlin Christmas
market showed the devastation that can be
wrought by the simple act of driving a truck
into crowds, and the problems in prevent-
ing another massacre.

The attack in Germany on Monday, in
which 11 people were killed by the truck in
addition to the murder of the Polish driver,
mirrored a militant raid in the French city of
Nice in July that killed 86.

Hauliers increasingly track their vehicles
in real time but security experts say the
technology cannot be used to stop an
attack if a lorry has been hijacked to be used

as a weapon. “(Militant) groups have been
shouting about this sort of attack for some
time, it’s just that the Nice attack was the
first really successful one we’ve seen,” said
Raffaello Pantucci at the Royal United
Services Institute defence and security
think-tank.

“Whenever you see a successful attack
you will see people trying to copy it.”
From a militant’s perspective, the advan-
tage of a lorry attack is its simplicity: a
truck is not difficult to obtain and move
around, as guns and explosives are, and it
does not operate in an environment that

can be secured, like the air industry.
“If you have security forces who are very

aggressively keeping an eye on guns and on
bomb-making stuff and you need to acquire
a certain level of training to do these things,
then it raises the threshold of launching a
successful attack,” said Pantucci.

“If you are dealing with a heightened
security environment you basically use what
tools you have to hand.” The threat from a
lorry attack can be reduced by physical
deterrents such as concrete blocks and bol-
lards, but this is harder for temporary events
like Christmas markets. —Reuters

Can technology stop another truck attack?


