
KUWAIT/RIYADH: A Kuwaiti court yester-
day sentenced a Filipino woman to 10
years in jail after convicting her of joining
the Islamic State militant group and plot-
ting attacks. The ruling, which is not final,
also calls for deporting the 32-year old
after serving her term. The woman was
arrested in August, two months after
arriving in the state to work as a domes-
tic helper. At the time, the interior min-
istry said she had confessed to being a
member of the Islamic State group and
was plotting terrorist attacks in the state.

The woman told interrogators that
her husband was an active fighter with
IS in Libya and he had asked her to come
to Kuwait from the Philippines as a
domestic helper, according to the min-
istry.  An IS-affiliated group in the
Philippines has conducted a string of
bombings as well as kidnappings for
ransom of foreign tourists and Christian
missionaries in the country. 

Kuwaiti courts have sentenced to vari-
ous jail terms a number of members,
sympathizers and financiers of the IS
group. In October, Kuwait police arrested
an Egyptian driver suspected of being a
member of the IS, after he rammed a
garbage truck into a pick-up carrying five

Americans. Authorities in July said they
had dismantled three IS cells plotting
attacks, including a suicide bombing
against a Shiite mosque and against an
interior ministry target. An IS-linked sui-
cide bomber killed 26 worshippers in
June last year when he blew himself up
in a Shiite mosque, in the worst such
attack in the state’s history. 

Separately, more than 2,000 Saudis
are fighting abroad with jihadist groups,
with over 70 percent of them in Syria, the
kingdom’s interior ministry was reported
as saying yesterday.

Continued on Page 13
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CSC sets Jan 1 as 
New Year holiday

KUWAIT: The Civil Service Commission (CSC) announced
yesterday that Sunday, Jan 1 will be a public holiday to mark
the start of the new year, citing a Cabinet decree. Normal
operations for all state bodies and agencies will resume the
following day (Monday, Jan 2), it said in a press statement. 

Jail, fine for parking 
in spaces for disabled 

KUWAIT: The traffic department will start implemen-
tation of article 63 of law 8/2010 related to the rights
of the disabled, which says “any person who uses
parking spaces designated for the disabled will be
jailed for a maximum of one month and fined KD 100
or either of the two penalties, and in case of repeated
offences, the court can order suspension of the driv-
ing license for a month.” A statement by the interior
ministry’s security information department said
enforcement of the law will start on Jan 1, 2017. The
statement said violators must appear at the investi-
gations department, which will send them to the
concerned court to receive the suitable punishment.

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: Opposition lawmaker Ali Al-Deqbasi yesterday
submitted a draft law calling for a fundamental change
to the existing electoral constituencies, which would
have an important impact on the results of elections if
accepted. Deqbasi proposed that electoral districts be
based on the six existing governorates in the country,
with four of the governorates electing 10 MPs each and
the remaining two electing just five lawmakers each to
make up the 50 members of the National Assembly.

According to the bill, residential areas in the Capital
governorate will make up the first constituency, which
will elect 10 MPs. Each eligible voter will be allowed to
select a maximum of four candidates. Hawally,
Farwaniya and Ahmadi governorates will make the sec-
ond, third and fourth constituencies respectively, and
each of them will elect 10 lawmakers. Also, each voter in
these districts can select a maximum of four candidates.
The last two districts will be that of Mubarak Al-Kabeer
and Jahra governorates, with each electing five MPs and
every voter allowed to select up to two candidates.

Changing electoral constituencies or the voting sys-
tem can be done through a law, but the number of MPs
in the Assembly can only be altered only through an
amendment of the constitution, which is a very compli-
cated process. The Kuwaiti constitution has never been
amended since it was issued in 1962.

Changing the electoral law, particularly the voting
system, was one of the top priority issues during the
election campaign last month, especially by opposition
candidates. Most opposition groups had boycotted the
Dec 2012 and July 2013 parliamentary elections to
protest the government’s unilateral change of the vot-
ing system. 

Continued on Page 13

KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah (second right), HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah (second left),
National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem (right) and HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah (left) attend a luncheon banquet
hosted by HH the Amir yesterday. — Amiri Diwan (See Page 2)

Filipina jailed for joining IS

Over 2,000 Saudis fighting abroad

PARIS: This file photo taken on Sept 9, 2012 shows British singer George Michael perform-
ing onstage during a charity gala for the benefit of Sidaction at the Opera Garnier. — AFP 

LONDON: Tributes came from around
the music world and tearful fans yester-
day after British pop superstar George
Michael, who rose to fame with a string
of smash hits including “Last Christmas”,
died aged 53. Michael died of apparent
heart failure on Christmas Day at his
home in Goring, a village on the River
Thames in Oxfordshire, west of London,
after an award-winning career spanning
more than three decades.

Big names in entertainment like Elton
John and Madonna hailed Michael’s tal-

ent and human qualities, while former
Wham! bandmate Andrew Ridgeley said
he was “heartbroken at the loss of my
beloved friend”. Michael was best known
for 1980s and 1990s hits like “Freedom”,
“Careless Whisper”, “Faith”, “I Want Your
Sex” and “Wake Me Up Before You Go Go”.
He won a string of awards including two
Grammys and three Brits, but run-ins
with the law over drugs and a series of
bizarre incidents and health scares in his
final years often overshadowed his
music. — (See Pages 38 & 39)

‘Last Christmas’: Tributes 

flow for George Michael 

MUSCAT: Seven women were elected to Oman municipal coun-
cils, according to vote results released yesterday by the interior
ministry, a day after the Gulf sultanate held its second ever local
election. Voters across the country went to the polls on Sunday to
choose 202 councilors from among 731 candidates for 11 munici-
palities, including the capital Muscat. There were 23 women candi-
dates, and seven won seats on local councils - three more than in
the previous election.

In 1994, Oman became the first Gulf monarchy to give the vote
to women and in 2011, Sultan Qaboos decreed that elections be
held for municipal councils. Oman has made tentative steps in
recent years towards reform, although political parties remain
banned. Councilors, who serve for four years, have limited powers
as authorities designate the chairmen and deputy chairmen for
the municipalities, and not from those elected.

The interior ministry said that 39.85 percent of the 623,224 reg-
istered voters cast their ballots in the election. Oman has a popula-
tion of 4.5 million, 46 percent of whom are foreigners. At the
national level, Oman has a consultative council with limited pow-
ers, the 85-member Majlis Al-Shura. In 2011, Sultan Qaboos slight-
ly expanded the powers of the Majlis Al-Shura after unprecedent-
ed social unrest when the normally quiet nation became caught
up in protests which swept across the Arab world. — AFP 

AL-SUWAYQ, Oman : An Omani woman casts her bal-
lot for the municipal elections at a polling station in
northeastern Oman on Sunday. — AFP 

Women win Oman 

municipality seats
BREST, France: Frenchman Thomas Coville was given a
hero’s welcome on his return to the French port of Brest
yesterday after slashing the record for a solo non-stop cir-
cumnavigation of the world. Coville broke the record on
Sunday, completing his journey in 49 days, three hours,
seven minutes and 38 seconds on his trimaran Sodebo
Ultim. “I am very happy to have achieved this dream,” said
a tearful Coville, who had tried and failed on four previous
occasions to beat the round-the-world record.

The 48-year-old Breton sailor reached the finish line
off France’s Atlantic coast at 1557 GMT on Christmas
Day and spent a final night on his giant trimaran
“unwinding”. “The biggest dreams don’t come true at
the first time of asking,” he added as he was greeted by
thousands of fans on a sunny day in the Brittany city.
Coville, whose wife and children joined him on board
for the triumphal return to land yesterday morning,
shaved an incredible eight days off the previous record
set by Francis Joyon, of 57 days and 13 hours.

“Physically, I couldn’t go any further. Several times I was
within a whisker of not doing it. What I’ll take from this
isn’t the 49 days, it’s the journey I’ve travelled to achieve it,
to have tried, to have dared and not to have given up. 

Continued on Page 13

BREST, France: French skipper Thomas Coville
holds a burning flare onboard his “Sodebo Ultim”
trimaran as he arrives in this port in western
France yesterday after beating the record in solo
non-stop round-the-world sailing.  — AFP 

Hero’s welcome 

for French sailor 
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KUWAIT: His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
received at Bayan Palace yesterday Minister of State for Housing Affairs and State
Minister for Services Affairs Yasser Hasan Abul. His Highness also received Head of the
National Security Bureau Sheikh Thamer Ali Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah. — KUNA

Crown Prince meets officials

KUWAIT: MP Saadoun Al-Otaibi greets His Highness the Amir. MP Jamaan Al-Harbash greets His Highness the Amir. — Amiri Diwan photos MP Khaled Al-Shatti greets His Highness the Crown Prince.

MP Riyadh Al-Adasani greets His Highness the Amir. MP Abdulkareem Al-Kandari greets His Highness the Amir. MP Talal Al-Sahli greets His Highness the Amir.

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, in presence of His Highness the Crown Prince
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, held yesterday a

luncheon banquet in honor of National Assembly Speaker
Marzouq Al-Ghanem, His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh
Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah and MPs. — KUNA

Amir holds banquet for top officials, MPs

MP Nasser Al-Dossari greets His Highness the Prime Minister.(From left) MP Mohammad Al-Hadiya, MP Adel Al-Dhamkhi, MP Saleh Ashour, His Highness the Crown Prince
Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah and MP Safaa Al-Hashem.

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
received at Bayan Palace yesterday cre-
dentials of newly-appointed ambassa-
dors of Brazil, Morocco and Bhutan. 

The ceremony was attended by First
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah, Amiri Diwan Adviser
Lieutenant General Khaled Abdullah
Bodai, Undersecretary of the Amiri
Diwan Ibrahim Mohammad AlShatti,
Director of His Highness the Amir’s
Office Ahmad Fahad AlFahad, Amiri
Diwan Adviser Mohammad
Abulhassan, Chief of Amiri Protocol
Sheikh Khaled Al-Sabah, Assistant
Foreign Minister for Protocol Affairs
Ambassador Dhari Al-Ajran and Chief
of the Amiri Guards, Staff Brigadier
Fahad Al-Zaid. — KUNA

Amir receives credentials of

newly-appointed envoys

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah receives credentials of the new
ambassador of Bhutan. — Amiri Diwan photos

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah receives credentials of the new ambassador of Brazil. 

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
receives credentials of the new ambassador of Morocco.
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KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah chairs the cabinetís weekly meeting yesterday. — KUNA

KUWAIT: The Cabinet yesterday lauded recent
measures that had been taken at the national
level to lift the ban on the sports sector enforced
by the International Olympic Committee (IOC).
During its weekly meeting, the Cabinet praised
these measures that had been taken in coordi-
nation with the National Assembly, on the basis
of national and constitutional responsibilities,
hoping that these efforts would result in restor-
ing the national activities in full and ending the
compulsory suspension.

The Cabinet was examining the steps taken
by the Public Authority for Sport (PAS) regarding
the Parliament recommendation for lifting the
suspension, in light of a presentation during the
meeting by the Minister of State for Youth Affairs
Sheikh Salman Al-Humoud Al-Sabah.

Sheikh Salman, also the Minister of
Information, briefed the ministers about PAS’ bill
to overhaul the sports sector. The proposed law,
to be examined by the parliament before
endorsement, urges for temporary lift of the sus-
pension. It is compatible with latest sports legis-
lations, the Olympic Charter and does not con-
tradict with the Constitution or the State.

PAS had also called on FIFA and the IOC to
dispatch a delegation to Kuwait to discuss the
sports issue with the government and the parlia-
ment, as a prelude to working out “a consensus
formula acceptable by all the parties,” said
Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah Al-Mubarak Al-
Sabah, the Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs,
reading the cabinet statement after the meet-
ing, held at Bayan Palace and chaired by His
Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-
Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.

The sports authority had addressed the Asian
Football Confederation, the IOC and FIFA regard-
ing these measures. Moreover, the authority
talked with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs on
steps that could be taken by the Kuwaiti
embassies, as well as the Minister of State for
Cabinet Affairs on the new sports bill to set up a
public authority to combat doping.

New Year
At the start of the session, the ministers

addressed congratulations to His Highness the
Amir and His Highness the Crown Prince as well
as the Kuwaiti people on the New Year. They also
extended good wishes to the Arab and Muslim
nations. They examined a joint message
addressed from the presidents of Mauritius and
the United Mexican States, in their capacity as
chairmen of the UN team charged with water
affairs, to His Highness the Amir, alluding to the
task plan endorsed last September, urging for a
new full-scale approach to address global water
issues, in the hope of attaining the sixth goal of
the 2030 sustainable development plan.

The Syrian crisis
The ministers were briefed by the First

Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister
Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah on the
extraordinary ministerial Arab session, held last
Monday, addressing the Syrian issue, in addition
to the fourth Arab-Euro Ministerial Meeting, the
special session of the executive commission of
the Organization of Islamic Cooperation, recent-
ly hosted by Jeddah, also to discuss Syria namely
the tragic situation in Aleppo.

Sheikh Sabah Khaled urged the Syrian regime
to stop military operations against the unarmed
Syrians, calling on the UN to activate relevant
resolutions. Moreover, the foreign minister re-
stated that the Syrian crisis could only be
resolved through negotiations, according to rel-
evant Geneva resolutions and the Security
Council resolution 2254, vowing to spare no
effort in backing the Syrian people.

The minister informed his colleagues about
measures that had preceded release of the two
Kuwaitis who were detained in Iran, praising role
of the Kuwaiti embassy in the Islamic Republic
and cooperation of the Iranian authorities that
led to the speedy release of the two citizens.

They also looked into a recommendation by
the utility commission regarding preservation

and prices of fresh food and materials. The cabi-
net mourned demise of Mohammad Al-
Mousherji, the former minister of awqaf and
Islamic affairs, expressed condolences to
Ouaihan and Gu’ood families following the yacht
accident on Saturday that resulted in death of a
number of members from the two families.

Israeli settlements
Meanwhile, the Cabinet commended a recent

resolution by the UN Security Council (UNSC)
condemning Israeli settlements in occupied
Palestinian territories. The cabinet said in a state-
ment issued following the meeting that
Resolution 2334 came in harmony with the
UNSC’s historical responsibility for maintaining
international peace and security, and embodied
the international community’s stand based on
the illegitimacy of Israeli settlements in Palestine.

It hoped that the fresh move would con-
tribute to resuming the Middle East peace
process and providing a congenial atmosphere
for establishing a Palestinian state with
Jerusalem as its capital in line with relevant
international legitimacy resolutions and Arab
Peace Initiative. The cabinet further reiterated
Kuwait’s support to all efforts aiming to find a
just and comprehensive solution to the
Palestinian issue and putting an end to the suf-
ferings of the Palestinian people.

Terrorist attacks
In the meantime, the ministers deplored the

recent terrorist attacks in Berlin and Zurich as
well as the burning of two Turkish soldiers
alive. In this context, it vehemently denounced
these heinous terrorist crimes and all forms
and manifestations of violence and terrorism,
which target innocents and violate divine reli-
gions, ethical and human principles, and val-
ues as well as diplomatic norms. It also reaf-
firmed Kuwait’s call for the international com-
munity to step up efforts to wipe out interna-
tional terrorism. — KUNA

Govt pleased with
steps to lift sports ban

Cabinet touts UNSC resolution against Israeli settlements

By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: Chairman of the structural plan-
ning committee at the Municipal Council
Ali Al-Mousa said the council will hold an
extraordinary meeting tomorrow. Mousa
explained that the meeting will be about
article 15 of municipality law number
33/2016 which states: “The minister, munic-
ipal council chairman or at least five of its

members may call for holding an extraordi-
nary session provided they determine the
topic to be discussed.” Mousa also
explained that the session is about the
transactions the council is currently review-
ing. He added that the agenda of the meet-
ing will also include the recommendations
made by Hawally and Capital committees.
The Municipal Council has not been able to
meet recently due to lack of quorum. 

MP criticizes MoE
MP Thamer Al-Suwait criticized what he

described as the Ministry of Education’s (MoE)
years-long blundering and lack of a clear
vision. “MoE has been coming up with new
policies every now and then, and when it fails
in one, it moves on to another,” he said,
reminding how the ministry stored school cur-
riculums on flash memory sticks, then moved
on to using smart boards, and finally tablets,
before it recently again changed its mind. “Our
children have become guinea pigs of the MoE
and the World Bank since 2003 without any
tangible results,” Suwait said, noting that in
collaboration with the World Bank, the min-
istry used an educational quality improve-
ment program that ended in 2004, then
another that started in 2015 and is expected
to end in 2019 without any positive results so
far despite the millions spent. Suwait stressed
that the best investment is in human
resources, and unless MoE sets proper educa-
tional policies, Kuwait will never have real
education or human development.

Court orders
The criminal court yesterday annulled an

earlier verdict sentencing a suspect in absen-
tia to lifetime imprisonment and acquitted
him of charges of kidnapping. Meanwhile, the
administrative court yesterday cancelled the
Interior Ministry’s investigations director’s
decision to reject appointing a citizen as an
investigator. The court ordered to appoint the
applicant effective since Feb 2016, when 128
people were appointed and he was excluded
despite holding a degree with high scores
and after undergoing oral and written tests
and an interview. 

Municipal Council holds
extraordinary meeting

Ali Al-Mousa

KUWAIT: Undersecretary of the Ministry of Interior Major General Suleiman Al-
Fahad meets with Yemeni Ambassador Extraordinary in Kuwait Ali Mansour bin
Safaa. — Interior Ministry photo

KUWAIT: Undersecretary of the Ministry of
Interior Major General Suleiman Al-Fahad
said yesterday that Kuwait and Yemen have
firm distinguished relations. Stressing bilat-
eral security cooperation, the Kuwaiti offi-
cial discussed with Yemeni Ambassador
Extraordinary in Kuwait Ali Mansour bin
Safaa a number of security issues and sub-
jects that are meant to expand bilateral
cooperation, the ministry’s security infor-

mation said in a press release.
The Yemeni diplomat underscored his

government’s keenness on promoting and
bolstering distinguished relations with
Kuwait and lauded its role in reinforcing
and boosting development projects in
Yemen. He also appreciated that the
Yemeni community in Kuwait enjoys much
care and attention of the Kuwaiti govern-
ment.  —  KUNA

Kuwait underlines deep
relations with Yemen

By Hanan Al-Saadoun and agencies

KUWAIT: Director of imported food manage-
ment at Kuwait Municipality Al-Humaidi Al-
Mutairi asserted yesterday that his department
carries out strict inspection campaigns of all
sorts of foodstuffs since entering the country to
ensure they meet all health requirements.

That food shipments will not be released

without full inspection and that they meet the
set requirements in this regard, Mutairi said in a
statement issued by the public relations depart-
ment at Kuwait Municipality. He pointed out that
his department has sent some 17,426 samples of
foodstuffs to the laboratory of the Ministry of
Health to assure they meet all requirements.

Meanwhile, the Capital emergency team at the
municipality raided a food warehouse and confis-

cated nine tons of spoiled foodstuff. The ware-
house was closed down. Director of Capital
Municipality Ammar Al-Ammar said supervisory
departments are carrying out surprise campaigns
in various areas at the instructions of the
Municipality Director General Ahmad Al-
Manfouhi to intensify campaigns at cooperatives,
restaurants, meat markets and roaming vendors
to make sure about the validity of food.

Imported foodstuffs subjected
to strict measures: Municipality

Pictures from a raid carried out by a municipality team at a food warehouse, which was eventually closed down.

By A Saleh

KUWAIT: The Civil Service Commission (CSC)
announced that the total number of citizens
waiting for a job at the public sector will reach
19,772 by the end of 2016, including 15,327
females and 4,445 males. CSC added that
10,225 of these applicants hold intermediate
school certificates, 5,275 hold school leaving
certificates and 4,272 hold university degrees. 

Property ownership
When the Real Estate Owners Union suggest-

ed that the prime minister allows expats to own
apartments in Kuwait, union sources assured
that such ownership will not entitle owners to
demand citizenship or any other privileges
enjoyed by citizens. The source added that the
system already exists in some neighboring GCC
states. The sources stressed that the decision will
have a positive impact on various sectors, create
more job opportunities for Kuwaiti youth and
add value to Kuwait’s economy. The target of the
suggestion was to sell 1,000 apartments to
expats annually at a total value of KD 100 mil-
lion, and that legislators could set proper condi-
tions for such ownerships.

Four classes
Kuwait University is currently considering

having teaching staff teach four instead of
three classes over the increasing number of
students due to a lack of budget needed to
hire more professors. KU also intends granti-
ng more domestic scholarships to students
from each section annually. 

Farwaniya Hospital
The Supreme Council for Planning and

Development’s planning and follow up team
visited the new Farwaniya Hospital project,
led by assistant secretary general for planning
and follow up, Bader Al-Refa’e. During the vis-
it, Refa’e said that 17 percent of the project
has been completed and that it is expected to
be concluded by the end of 2019. Refa’e
added that the project’s total cost is KD 265
million and that once concluded, the new
hospital will help develop healthcare services
and provide hundreds of job opportunities. 

900 violations
Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly

Essa Al-Kandari said the State Audit Bureau
reported that the Civil Service Commission
(CSC) had committed over 900 violations and
that such violations were intolerable from a
body that is supposed to be keen on disci-
pline and order, as it ought to administrative-
ly guide other state bodies. 

19,772 Kuwaitis on job
waiting list by year’s end

Expats’ apartment ownership 
won’t include other privileges

KHARTOUM: The College of Command
and Staff of the Ministry of Defense cele-
brated yesterday the graduation of 40
Kuwaiti officers within the framework of
the 43rd batch of command and joint
staff. The ceremony was attended by
Sudan’s President Omar Al-Bashir and
President of Mubarak Al-Abdullah
College for Command and Staff Major
General Abdullah Dashti, in addition to a
number of senior officials.

Dashti said that the officers were con-
sidered among the finest Kuwaiti army offi-
cers who have spent their careers at the
Faculty of the Sudanese command and
staff college for about a year, expressing
his best wishes to the officers who will take
the responsibility to safeguard Kuwait. He
added that President Al-Bashir hailed the
deep-rooted ties between his country and
Kuwait, expressing hope for further devel-
opment. — KUNA

Forty Kuwaiti officers graduated
from Sudan’s Command Staff College
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KUWAIT: A car phone, once a very commonly used item in Kuwait, now rests at a museum for antiquities in Kuwait City. — KUNA photo

ABU DHABI: Secretary General of the GCC organ-
izing committee for the wheelchair basketball
Jasem Hassan Mubarak announced yesterday
that Kuwait would host the 9th edition in 2018.
Kuwait ’s Wheelchair team was honored on
Sunday as champion of the 8th GCC Wheelchair
Basketball Championship that was hosted at New
York University in Abu Dhabi after defeating Saudi
Arabia 62-56. — KUNA

CAIRO: Kuwait ’s Ambassador to Egypt
Mohammad Saleh Al-Thuwaikh yesterday sub-
mitted his credentials to President Abdulfattah
Al-Sisi as Kuwait’s new ambassador. Thuwaikh
said that he conveyed the best greetings of His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah to President Sisi wishing him all
the best and more prosperity and development
for Egypt. — KUNA

CAIRO: Chairman of the Union of Arab Banks
(UAB) Sheikh Mohammad Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah said
yesterday that UAB is firm on dealing with issues
gripping the world, most notably, money launder-
ing and terror financing, and is working with the
international community on that regard and to cut
off all funding sources for the Islamic State (IS).
Sheikh Mohammad Al-Jarrah, who is also
Chairman of Kuwait International Bank (KIB), made
these remarks in a statement to the press after
meeting with the Secretary General of the Arab
League Ahmad Abul-Gheit. — KUNA

In Brief

Kuwait’s Ambassador
submits credentials

UAB fights laundering Kuwait hosts
tournament

KUWAIT: Ooredoo, the fastest network in
Kuwait in 2016, participated in the Open
Health Day organized by the Ministry of
Health’s Public Relations Department last
week. The marathon, which took place
along the Arabian Gulf Road, witnessed the
attendance of more than 1500 students
from different schools from across Kuwait,
in coordination with the Ministry of

Education and other government entities. 
Ooredoo Kuwait stated that participating

in such an event is in tandem with the com-
pany’s deep-rooted belief and commitment
to its core values of caring, connecting and
challenging. The company also lauded the
joint efforts and cooperation between enti-
ties from both public and private sector to
make this event a success. Supporting this

initiative is also reflective of Ooredoo’s com-
mitment to the UN Global Goals endorsed
by Ooredoo, which include good health and
well-being. 

Ooredoo furthermore continues to exert
efforts to support government entities in
raising awareness about a variety of health
issues and ways to adopt a healthier
lifestyle. This comes in alignment with

Ooredoo’s commitment to the Global Goals
project of the United Nations, which was
adopted by Ooredoo in 2015, and focuses
on health and well-being as one of its main
points. 

Aside from the marathon, the event
included a number of competitions and
games for participants of all ages, in addi-
tion to health exhibits held and organized

by different private clinics and pharmaceuti-
cal companies. Medical staff were available
to conduct tests for all attendees to meas-
ure their blood sugar, pressure, cholesterol,
body mass index, and to provide various
medical consultations.  Ooredoo Kuwait is
committed to supporting different seg-
ments of society through its sponsorships
around the year.

Ooredoo Participates in Health Ministry Marathon
With the participation of more than 1,500 students
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KUWAIT: Kuwait Municipality plans to
examine, in line with His Highness the
Amir ’s aspiration to transform the
country into a regional financial hub, a
number of mega projects such as con-
struction of labor towns and renovat-
ing the shores adjacent
to Al-Jahra district, the
Minister of State for
Municipal Affairs said.

The municipality, in
the foreseeable future,
will devote attention to
proposed projects
such as building the
labor towns, a service
and entertainment
center in Al-Ugailah
district, renovating Al-
Jahra Governorate’s
beachfront and Al-
Mubarkiah commercial
area and setting up a safe system for
managing hard, liquid and hazardous
waste, Mohammad Al-Jabri, also the
Minster of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs,
was quoted as saying in a statement
released by the Municipality’s Public
Relations Department yesterday.

“This future visionary approach will

be enlisted in the Government mani-
festo for the 15th legislative term that
would submitted to the National
Assembly,” said Jabri, noting that it is
based on His Highness the Amir’s out-
look of transforming Kuwait into a

lucrative financial-
commercial center in
the Gulf region.

The municipality
wil l  examine other
venture such as priva-
tizing and specifying
usage of land plots for
housing and industrial
or commercial purpos-
es.  As to the State
Fourth Structural Plan,
Jabri indicated that it
aims at distributing
the land plots fairly ;
according to forecast

population growth, economic policies
and State’s needs.

Urban development constitutes a
factor of the Municipality ’s future
vision, incorporating the government
platform, he said, noting necessity of
building the infrastructure for expand-
ing urban development. —KUNA

Minster Mohammad Al-Jabri

KUWAIT: The Kuwait Institute for Scientific
Research (KISR) has reaffirmed eagerness to pro-
mote the capabilities and skills of the national
cadres at the institution through training pro-
grams and courses. Acting Director of KISR’s
Manpower Development Department and head
of the mission and special programs Mona Al-
Failakawi made the stress during the 6th annual
forum of scholarships, and the 10th annual of

the practical training and development-oriented
program. She added that the gathering is part of
KISR’s goals for promoting scientific research to
serve development in Kuwait.

These efforts include the scholarships and
study missions program KISR launched in the
mid-1970s, she said, noting that as 2016 is com-
ing to an end, beneficiaries have hit 509. She
stressed KISR’s keenness on acquiring staff with

the necessary scientific expertise and develop-
ing their abilities in line with the institute’s
strategic plan and researches.

Failakawi’s statement was followed by a ses-
sion in which eight researches shed light on
their experience while studying in foreign uni-
versities. KISR’s Director General Dr Samira
Ahmad Al-Sayyed Omar and senior officials were
attending the ceremony. — KUNA

KUWAIT: A group photo of participants in 6th annual forum of scholarships, and the 10th annual of the practical training and development-ori-
ented program.— KUNA

KISR keen on promoting national
manpower’s performance: Official

Kuwait plans labor towns,
public renovation: Minister

KILIS/BEIRUT: The first forum on coordinating humanitarian
and relief efforts called for setting up an e-platform to gather
national and humanitarian organizations to organize hosting
Syrian refugees in Turkey. This came on Sunday during a
meeting organized by Arab Red Crescent and Red Cross
Organization (ARCO), in the presence of Turkish Red Crescent
(TRC), Kuwait Red Crescent Society (KRCS) and Qatar Red
Crescent Society (QRCS) in Gaziantep city, southeast of
Turkey. The conferees stressed the importance of this e-plat-
form as a small operations room to achieve the clear goals,
and field integration and coordination as well as make quick
responses, share information and meet urgent requirements
of the refugees. The podium will be linked to endeavors
made by other international organizations so as to unify the
current efforts in the field.

The TRC said in a speech that it would take charge of acti-
vating the platform’s activities that will gather executive and
donor bodies of relief organizations on the ground. TRC
added that its recent participation in alleviating suffering of
people in the Syrian city of Aleppo helped it to put a concept
for coordinating relief aid for helping needy people and
refugees. Secretary General of ARCO Dr Saleh Al-Sohaibani
expressed his appreciation to all bodies and societies work-
ing on aiding Syrian refugees, mainly in Turkey. He affirmed
that the accelerated tragedy in Syria prompted bodies in

humanitarian field to react quickly, indicating that the mat-
ter requires further coordination to meet all needs of
refugees amid difficult conditions, especially in winter. He
referred to humanitarian efforts by TRC, KRCS and QRCS
aimed to meet needs of the refugees and needy people in
line with a certain mechanism.

Addressing relief organizations and societies, he said: “We
support you and put our hands into your hands to work
together on setting priorities to ensure the delivery of aid
completely to the refugees and coordinate with organiza-
tions working in this field for providing relief and humanitari-
an aid for them.” He expressed his hope for achieving fruitful
coordination with KRCS, emphasizing that responding to
attend this meeting is a successful step in achieving the mes-
sage, and saving much efforts and money.

Earlier on Sunday, a team dispatched by Kuwait Red
Crescent Society (KRCS) to the Syrian-Turkish border regions
has met a number of Syrians who fled war-torn Syria, exam-
ining their living conditions away from home and pressing
needs. Musaed Al-Enezi, the head of the KRCS mission in
Turkey, told KUNA on Sunday that the society’s field team
met earlier today with a number of Syrian refugees, who
spoke about their requirements for housing, medicines and
heating. The KRCS has dispatched the team to the frontier
areas to examine conditions of Syrians settling in several

camps straddling the border line. The society is coordinating
with Turkish and Qatari philanthropic societies to facilitate
delivery of the humanitarian aid to the Syrians, namely those
who fled Aleppo.

Meanwhile, KRCS has distributed 5,000 liters of diesel to
250 Syrian families settling in the northern mountainous
region of Akkar. The help came at high time, with tempera-
ture in the Lebanese mountain ebbing to zero, Fahad Al-

Yagout, the head of a KRCS field team said in a statement
yesterday. He lauded the Lebanese Red Cross for coordi-
nating with the society to deliver relief supplies to the
Syrian refugees in remote areas, braving heard weather
conditions and heavy snow blocking many main routes.
Many of the estimated 1.5 mill ion Syrian refugees in
Lebanon live in squalid conditions and poorly-built shanty
towns in the country.

Forum on charitable acts calls for e-platform for Syrian refugees
Relief teams on the field to see Syrian refugees

BEIRUT: Refugees collect diesel fuel to be distributed by KRCS to Syrians in Lebanon.

KUWAIT: The Public Authority for Housing Welfare (PAHW)
said yesterday that it is currently working on residential
projects at a total cost of more than KD 645 million. PAHW
has undertaken projects dealing with residential com-
pounds in Jaber Al-Ahmad city, Deputy Secretary General
of PAHW’s Implementation Department Ali Al-Habail said
in a statement to the press. Moreover, he noted that the
projects comprise residential compounds, housing units
and infrastructure development.

On the housing units, the PAHW official said that work
has begun on a total of 7,798 projects in the areas of
Abdullah Al-Mubarak, Wafra and Abu Halifa, in addition to
369 units in Sulaibikhat and 319 residential compounds in
Sabah Al-Ahmad. He also noted that 237 lots have been
designated for new apartments in the areas of Sabah Al-
Ahmad and Wafra.— KUNA

KUWAIT: Minerva Limited Company for General
Trading announced its intention to join over 70 oth-
er participants who are taking part in the 2017
Horeca Kuwait exhibition, which is due to be held
on Januar y 19-18, 2017 at Kuwait International

Fairground in Mishref.
Abdullah Abdul Redha

Al-Harz, Minerva’s Deputy
Board Chairman And
Managing Director, said
that Horeca plays a major
role in helping regional
companies communicate
directly with customers,
adding that it opens new
channels for the hospitali-
ty and food industries’
businesses. “Taking part in
such exhibitions help
explore customers’ tastes
and demands,” he

explained. “It also opens the door for holding bilateral
deals with other companies, and to discuss new trends

in the business.” Further, Harz added that Minerva
invites major distributors to explore  Japanese and
Asian fresh and frozen food products, in addition to
a  l a rg e  v a r i e t y  o f  h i g h  q u a l i t y  fo o d  p ro d u c t s
imported from the United States and Europe.  Harz
also noted that Minerva plans to display a number of
exclusive products at the exhibition, including Barakat
Fresh Juices, l ive cooking of I talian Pizza by T G
Professional’s top chefs, a live show by the American
GFC for Japanese cuisine, in addition to a live show for
Korean cuisine by CG Company. 

The 2017 Horeca Kuwait exhibition takes place
under auspices of the Minister of Information and
Minister of State for Youth Affairs Sheikh Salman Sabah
Al-Salem Al-Humoud Al-Sabah, and is organized by
Leaders Group in collaboration with the Hospitality
Services Company.

28 residential
projects pending

Abdullah Al-Harz

Minerva Limited joins Horeca 2017

KILIS: An official speaks during a forum held on coordinating humanitarian and relief efforts for Syrian refugees. — KUNA
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Al-Anbaa

By Salah Al-Sayer

An old saying goes like “He who gets bitten by a snake,
is terrified by a rope on the floor”. This well-known
saying perfectly applies to the development in some

Arab countries including Syria, whose revolution was initially
backed and supported by everyone. They all prayed and
called for support, which is normal and logical, as people
tend to help the weak and helpless in distress. However, such
compassion and support existed before things were cleared
up and ambiguity about the Arab Spring subsided, revealing
its shameful and evil side in more than one Arab country,
where people realized that somebody had been stealing
their revolutions and that they had miscalculated things.
They then became very skeptical and minds are in a conflict
with feelings. 

There have been domestic conflicts in many countries
that witnessed the Arab Spring. There were conflicts
amongst families and divisions, who then started exchang-
ing rockets instead of points of view for very well-known rea-
sons. The jihadist groups, which represent the military wing
of political Islam, gasp about achieving their dream at the
expense of the entire society, which pays the price of their

disappointment. This is happening in Libya, Tunisia and
Egypt, and this is why everyone (locally, regionally and inter-
nationally) fears that this might happen in Syria as well. We
have to reject the saying ‘IS is here to stay and expand’ and
knock down a statelet to build a state. 

Like everyone else, I feel terribly sorry for the situation in
Syria, particularly in Aleppo and the disasters befallen on its
people. I also call for helping the wounded and presenting
humanitarian aid to them. The killers should be indicted. Yet,
I would also like to bring to your attention the Syrian rope
that looks like a snake to beholders, which reminds me of a
tweet I recently read: “If you want to know the truth about
what happened in Aleppo, check who organized the
demonstration.” 

The blogger here refers to the demonstration organized
in Kuwait outside the Russian Embassy, where the majority
protesting there were fanatics and fundamentalists, which
reminds me of a poet who wrote that if you want to know
someone better, check whom he mingles with. May the
Almighty help and protect the Syrian people. 

—Translated by Kuwait Times 

Syria and miscalculations

Crime
R e p o r t

Royal, husband
involved in dispute

KUWAIT: Three citizens insulted a ruling family member
and her Saudi husband and damaged her car following a
dispute over a parking spot in front of a restaurant in
Funaitees. A complaint was lodged at Adan police station.
The three citizens who escaped were later arrested and are
being interrogated.

Ingrate son
A citizen in Qasr told police that her son beat her, and
lodged a complaint. Police attempted to call the sus-
pect several times but he did not respond. The case
was sent to detectives to search for the suspect and
arrest him for questioning.

Man abducts children
A Jordanian man abducted his children from his ex-wife, so
she called Nugra police to make him return the children.
The woman told police the father took the children during a
visitation and did not return them. When she called him, he
hung up on her. The woman has custody of the children.
Detectives arrested the man after he attempted to escape.

KD 600 stolen
A 27-year-old citizen told police that KD 600 was
stolen from her bank account. She said she received a
call from a local number, and the man on the phone
told her she had won KD 20,000 and asked for her
account number and PIN code. The victim obliged,
only to receive a message that KD 600 was withdrawn
from her account.

Search for maid
Waha police placed the name of an Asian maid on the
wanted list after her sponsor accused her of stealing items
worth KD 8,000. Forensics experts went to the house to
collected evidence. Investigations are ongoing.
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In his book ‘Shadow Wars, The Secret Struggle for
The Middle East’, Christopher Davidson quoted
a militant speaking in an interview with The

Guardian, saying that Bashar Al-Assad wanted the
opposition to be radical, and if peaceful street
demonstrations had continued, his regime would
have toppled within a few months. The militant
added that Assad released Mohammed Al-Joulani
of Al-Qaeda, the real backbone of jihadists. He also
released Awwad Makhlouf, who later became an IS
representative. Similarly, Yemen’s Ali Abdullah
Saleh released Al-Qaeda members to describe his
opposition as terrorists. 

Assad did not stop at creating a monster. GCC
states and charity groups in these states used mil-
lions of dollars to fight the sectarian Alawite
regime in Syria, as Gulf militants support the revo-
lution and are against the Alawite minority that has
been ruling Syria. Thus, our conservative countries
showed keenness and support to the Syrian revo-
lution, as if these states spearheaded the political
change starting with the Arab Spring. They never
supported counter revolutions and helped kill the
Spring on inception to avoid setting examples for
further regime changes.

Billions poured in with the excuse of supporting
moderate rebels in Syria such as the Free Syrian
Army, while this army shrunk and its troops
merged with militants, especially after corruption
prevailed in the areas it ran, with the eventual
result that Nusra Front and other jihadist groups
took over. Yes, we feel sorry for the death and
destruction in Aleppo and other Syrian cities. We
are angry with Iran, Russia and Hezbollah’s interfer-
ence in Syria as if they are nothing but humanitari-
ans supporting ‘moderate’ rebels in that war-strick-
en country. 

It is as if we are not responsible for shedding the
blood of civilians including women and children
when our charity groups supported religious pow-
ers that used civilians as human shields and took
them as hostages to be used in their war against
the regime. We do shed tears for the people of
Aleppo today, as it became easy to blame others
like the Syrian regime for everything and kept
silent while terrorist groups beheaded people,
blew up churches and stole historic documents.

Does anyone remember the Palestinian cause?
Have we forgotten the dream of establishing a
Palestinian state? So, greetings to this constructive
chaos unfolding in the form of sectarian proxy
wars. —Translated by Kuwait Times 

Constructive chaos 
through proxy wars

Al-Jarida

By Hassan Al-Essa

KUWAIT: A team from the United Nations Development Program (UNDP) recently visited the Sabah Al-Ahmad Center for Giftedness and Creativity, which is affiliated to the Kuwait Foundation for the
Advancement of Sciences (KFAS). The team consisted of 75 students from 11 Arab countries. 

KUWAIT: The Commercial Bank of Kuwait (CBK) spon-
sored the third ideal family protection festival and
second exhibition for people with special needs,
which was organized by Jahra Governorate recently.
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SOCHI: People lay flowers along the pier in this Black Sea city yesterday, a day after a Russian military plane crashed on its way to Syria. — AFP 

Parts of crashed Russian plane found 

MUSCAT: An appeals court yesterday lifted a ban
on Azamn newspaper which was forced to close in
August after it published an article alleging gov-
ernment corruption, the paper’s lawyer said. The
court also reduced prison sentences handed down
by a lower court to editor-in-chief Ibrahim Al-
Maamari and his deputy Yousef Al-Haj. They were
arrested on July 28, two days after the paper pub-
lished an article accusing public officials of cor-
ruption and interfering in judicial decisions.

The authorities shut down the paper indefinite-
ly in a decision later confirmed by judicial authori-
ties, and the journalists were tried and sentenced
to three years in prison each. They were accused
of “undermining the prestige of the state and mis-
using the Internet”, according to the charge sheet.

But yesterday, the appeals court lifted the
ban on Azamn and reduced the sentences to six
months in jail for Maamari and one year for Haj,
lawyer Yacoub Al-Harithi said. Maamari and Haj,
w h o  we re  re l e a s e d  o n  b a i l  i n  O c t o b e r,  w i l l
appeal the latest sentencing, sources close to
the pair said. 

Ten international r ights groups had urged
Sultan Qaboos to revoke the closure order and
end a crackdown by the authorities on journal-
ists and activists. A joint statement by the 10,
including Reporters Without Borders (RSF) and
the Committee to Protect Journalists, said “the
harsh sentences are a clear attempt to hinder the
work of journalists and to curtail the rights of
freedom of expression in Oman”. — AFP 

SOCHI: Russian rescuers found yes-
terday the first parts of the Syria-
bound military plane that plunged
into the Black Sea, as officials dis-
missed terrorism as a possible cause
of the crash that killed all 92 people
on board. The Tu-154 jet, whose pas-
sengers included more than 60
members of the internationally-
renowned Red Army Choir,  was
heading to Russia’s military base in
Syria when it went down off the
coast of the resort city of Sochi
shortly after take-off on Sunday.

Investigators have yet to confirm
the cause of the crash, but officials
said that an act of terror was not
being considered as a possible
explanation, despite the plane and
its black boxes still being underwa-
ter. A spokeswoman for the Sochi-
based search and rescue branch of
the emergency ministry confirmed
that parts of the plane had been
found underwater. “The debris is at
the depth of 27 metres one mile
from shore,” spokeswoman Rimma
Chernova told AFP. The Russian mili-
tary added that divers had retrieved
“two elements of the plane’s control
mechanism.”

Authorities have said that the
search operation would continue
overnight. Russia’s federal security
service said it is looking into four
suspected causes of the crash,
which do not include terrorism. “No
signs or facts pointing to a possible
act of terror have been received at
this time,” Russia’s Federal Security
Service said in a statement carried
by national news agencies. The
probe is focusing on a pilot error, a
technical fault, bad fuel and a for-
eign object in the engine as the
four main scenarios, it added.

Thousands searching 
The military has cordoned off

part of the Sochi shore, with sol-

diers standing in a  chain and
motorboats participating in the
search regularly unloading at the
pier, an AFP photographer report-
ed.  More than three thousand
people are racing to f ind the
remaining bodies and debris in a
massive operation that includes 45
vessels, planes, helicopters and
drones,  a long with divers  and
remotely-operated deep-water
machines.  Transpor t  M inister
Maxim Sokolov said some of the
bodies could have already been
carried off by the “strong current”
to Abkhazia, the separatist region
of Georgia, and some of its own
rescue workers have joined the
search operation.

Along with the first 10 bodies, 86
body fragments were brought to
the Russian capital for DNA analysis,
defence ministry spokesman Igor
Konashenkov said. He said searchers
have finished looking over the on-
land territory around the crash site
while divers are working over an
area with a radius of 500 m.

Choir ‘orphaned’ 
The Tu-154 jet went down on

Sunday morning minutes after tak-
ing off at 5:25 am (0225 GMT) from
Sochi’s airport, where it had stopped
to refuel after flying out from the
Chkalovsky military aerodrome in
the Moscow region. Onboard were
64 members of the Alexandrov
Ensemble - the army’s official musi-
cal group, also known as the Red
Army Choir - and their conductor
Valery Khalilov. “The ensemble has
been orphaned by a third,” said state
channel Rossiya.

The choir was set to perform for
Russian troops at the Hmeimim air-
base in Syria, which has been used
to launch air strikes in support of
Moscow’s ally President Bashar Al-
Assad. “These people were flying to

Syria to support and wish happy
holidays to those who are serving
their military duty there,” Prime
Minister Dmitry Medvedev said after
opening a government meeting,
which held a moment of silence.

Other passengers included mili-
tary officers, journalists and popu-
lar charity worker Yelizaveta Glinka,
also known as Doctor Liza, who
had been flying with a cargo of
medical supplies for a hospital in
the coastal city of Latakia. Another
passenger was the head of the
defense ministry’s culture depart-
ment Anton Gubankov,  who
worked to popularise the armed
forces, including by authoring the
song “Polite People” which hon-
ored special forces officers who
oversaw the annexation of Crimea.

President Vladimir Putin ordered
a national day of mourning yester-
day, with state television flashing
black and white pictures of the vic-
tims across the screen while enter-
tainment programs were cancelled.
People brought flowers to impro-
vised memorials at the port in cen-
tral Sochi and the city’s airport, as
well as to the Moscow headquarters
of the Red Army Choir and the office
of Fair Aid, the NGO that Glinka
headed, which primarily worked
with Moscow’s homeless.

“I know all of them. I cannot
believe it, can’t collect myself,” said
Vladimir Kuznetsov, a former mem-
ber of the Alexandrov Ensemble
who came to pay his respects. “They
knew us all over the world, we went
everywhere,” he said of the troupe,
holding a candle in a plastic cup. Tu-
154 aircraft have been involved in a
number of accidents in the past,
including the April  2010 crash
killing then-Polish president Lech
Kaczynski and his delegation. They
are no longer used by commercial
airlines in Russia. — AFP 

Pilot error, technical fault main theories ● No evidence of foul play found 

Oman appeals court revokes 
ban on Azamn daily: Lawyer
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BIDI BIDI CAMP, Uganda: “I don’t want to
go back,” James Issac declared, just minutes
after becoming a refugee. “I don’t want to
die.” For two days, the slender 30-year-old
from South Sudan’s Equatoria region navi-
gated his way out of civil war, riding a
motorcycle along dirt roads and avoiding
government soldiers who, according to
accounts by refugees to The Associated
Press, have taken aim at civilians. In his last
steps on South Sudanese soil, Issac passed a
group of rag-tag rebel soldiers and crossed
a rickety bridge into Uganda, and safety.

“I am happy,” he said, as Ugandan sol-
diers searched his belongings for contra-
band. “There (are) no problems here.” He is
one of 440,000 refugees who have fled
South Sudan’s spiral ing confl ict  into
Uganda this year alone, creating some of
the world’s largest refugee camps in just six
months’ t ime. More than one mil l ion
refugees have fled South Sudan, spilling
across borders in East Africa as the interna-
tional community warns that the conflict
and its ethnic violence could destabilize
the region. Since fighting erupted in South
Sudan’s capital, Juba, in July and left a
peace agreement in tatters, the world’s

youngest country has experienced ethnic
cleansing and teeters on the brink of geno-
cide, according to the United Nations.
Those fleeing have turned Uganda’s north-
west from an empty bushland into a
sprawling complex of refugee settlements.
The largest, Bidi Bidi, is a pop-up city that
holds roughly 260,000 people weary of
war. Last week the UN announced the Bidi
Bidi camp had stopped taking new arrivals
because it was full, and it directed South
Sudanese to nearby locations.

The refugees “were in critical condition.
Bullets remaining in their legs. Others had
come with parts amputated. Others were
severely bleeding,” recalled Rufaaaya
Asiyati, a nutrition specialist working at the
border crossing for the Ugandan govern-
ment. Roughly 20 percent of those under 5
years old are severely malnourished, she
said. Most of the refugees are women and
children. When the refugees arrive in set-
tlements set up by the UN, some like 18-
year-old Harriet Guo are alone and must
fend for themselves. The refugees are given
supplies to build shelters and must set
them up themselves. Like others in the
camp, Guo tells stories of brutal violence

that forced her to flee South Sudan. “There
is war there, and here there is peace,” she
said. Many of the refugees come from Yei,
where the AP visited in November and
heard stories of government soldiers

killing, raping and arresting civilians based
on their ethnicity. 

Some civilians also said that rebel sol-
diers would take money or phones from
people fleeing to Uganda. “There are so

many people who are shot dead by
unknown gunmen, and when you are
arrested by armed personnel your where-
abouts cannot be found,” said Taban
Jackson, a community leader in the Bidi Bidi
camp and a former municipal official in Yei.

Unlike other counties in the region,
Uganda has embraced the refugees,
according to Charlie Yaxley, a spokesman
for the UN refugee agency.  “Many
Ugandans themselves have previously
been refugees, and you typically hear
expressions of solidarity from the Ugandan
people,” Yaxley said. Maliki Drakuma is one
of them. The town clerk of the local Yumbe
government and the owner of a mobile
phone store near the refugee settlements,
he said the sudden influx of South
Sudanese has brought economic develop-
ment to the barren region.

He acknowledged that some services
have been stressed by the sudden flow of
refugees, and police now carry out more
patrols. But Drakuma compared the nearby
border to a “two-way street” because he
and many other Ugandans had been
refugees themselves. “We would love the
refugees to stay for longer,” he said. — AP 

South Sudanese create booming camps in Uganda

BIDI BIDI, Uganda: In this Dec 10, 2016 photo, a group of children and adults
gather around a bore-hole in the Bidi bidi refugee settlement. — AP 

NEW YORK: If President-elect Donald Trump wanted
to show he planned to obliterate President Barack
Obama’s approach to Israel, he may have found his
man to deliver that message in David Friedman, his
pick for US ambassador. The bankruptcy lawyer and
son of an Orthodox rabbi is everything Obama is not:
A fervent supporter of Israeli settlements, opponent
of Palestinian statehood and unrelenting defender of
Israel’s government. So far to the right is Friedman
that even many Israel supporters worry he could push
Israel’s hawkish Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
to be more extreme, scuttling prospects for peace
with Palestinians in the process.

The heated debate over Friedman’s selection is
playing out just as fresh tensions erupt between the
US and Israel, punctuated last Friday by the Obama
administration’s stunning move to allow a UN
Security Council resolution to pass condemning
Israeli settlements as illegal. The move to abstain,
rather than veto, defied years of US tradition of
shielding Israel from such resolutions, and elicited
angry condemnation from Israel, lawmakers of both
parties, and especially Trump. “Things will be differ-
ent after Jan. 20th,” when he’s sworn in, Trump
vowed on Twitter.

Friedman, certainly, is different. Presidents of
both parties have long called for a two-state solu-
tion that envisions eventual Palestinian statehood,
and Netanyahu says he agrees. Friedman does not.
He’s called the two-state solution a mere “narrative”
that must end. Under Obama, the US has worked
closely with J Street, an Israel advocacy group
sharply critical of Netanyahu. Not Friedman. He
accuses Obama of “blatant anti-Semitism” and calls
J Street “worse than kapos”, a reference to Jews
who helped the Nazis imprison fellow Jews during
the Holocaust. 

For decades the US has opposed Israeli settle-
ment-building in lands it seized in the 1967
Mideast War. Friedman runs a nonprofit that raises
millions of dollars for Beit El, a settlement of reli-
gious nationalists near Ramallah. Beit El runs a
right-wing news oulet and a yeshiva whose dean
has provocatively urged Israeli soldiers to refuse
orders to uproot settlers from their homes.

Balkanization 
So it’s unsurprising that Friedman’s nomination

has already sharpened the borders of a growing
balkanization of American Jews, between those
who want the US to push Israel toward peace and
those who believe Obama’s approach abandoned

America’s closest Mideast ally. It’s a debate playing
out even at Temple Hillel, near the Long Island-
Queens border, where Friedman’s father was rabbi
for almost half a century. “Clearly, David’s opinions
do not appeal to everybody in the synagogue, and
they appeal to others in the synagogue,” said Ken
Fink, the synagogue’s president and longtime con-
gregant. “But there’s a huge amount of pride for
the hometown boy.”

Thirty-two years before Trump’s election,
President Ronald Reagan donned a yarmulke and
noshed on chicken cutlets and noodle pudding at
Rabbi Morris Friedman’s home, after a speech at
Temple Hillel affirming the separation between
church and state. Coming just two weeks before
Reagan’s re-election, the attempt to woo Jewish
voters struck some as opportunistic, and they
protested on the streets of the heavily Jewish town
of North Woodmere.

Seated at the Sabbath table with Reagan was
David Melech Friedman - his middle name means
“king” in Hebrew. The rabbi’s son went on to
become Trump’s bankruptcy lawyer, a vocal advo-
cate for far-right policies on Israel, and now,
Trump’s choice for ambassador, despite having no
diplomatic experience. In announcing his pick,
Trump pointed out that Friedman’s bar mitzvah 45
years ago was at the Western Wall in Jerusalem,
where Friedman now owns a home. Though his
father was an Orthodox rabbi, the synagogue

belongs to the more moderate Conservative
denomination, making the Friedmans more obser-
vant than many of the congregants.

Cindy Grosz, who said she’d known Friedman for
nearly 50 years, recalled big parties with boisterous
debates about Jewish issues held in his family’s
sukkah, the outdoor hut Jews build during the har-
vest festival Sukkot. “He still has the same best friends
he’s had for over 30 years. That hasn’t changed,” Grosz
said. At his midtown Manhattan law firm, Friedman
opens up his offices to those in mourning who need a
minyan - a quorum of 10 men in Orthodox Judaism -
to say the Mourner’s Kaddish, a prayer observant
Jews say daily for one year after a parent’s death.

And it was a parent’s death, in a way, that brought
Friedman and Trump closer together. Over the years,
Friedman has told friends the story of how the billion-
aire real estate mogul defied an oppressive snow-
storm that had kept others away to “sit shiva” for
Friedman’s father during the Jewish mourning period.
Educated at Columbia University and NYU School of
Law, Friedman developed a reputation as an aggres-
sive, high-stakes bankruptcy attorney, representing
Trump when his Atlantic City casinos went through
bankruptcy.

In the courtroom, he’s known as a formidable
opponent, said attorney Tariq Mundiya, Friedman’s
adversary in several cases. He said he’d been aware
of Friedman’s advocacy on Israel but added, “When
you’re in the fog of war with David, the last thing
you’re talking about is the Middle East.” If con-
firmed, Friedman is expected to be the face of
Trump’s dramatic shift in posture. While Obama’s
relationship with Netanyahu was famously fraught,
Friedman has said Trump will take his cues from
Israel’s wishes.

Both Friedman and Trump are particularly
focused on moving the US Embassy from Tel Aviv
to Jerusalem, breaking with decades of US reluc-
tance to acknowledge Jerusalem as Israel’s capital
in light of Palestinians’ claim to east Jerusalem.
Enraged by Trump’s pick, left-leaning groups and
Palestinian officials have suggested his confirma-
tion could spell the end of any serious discussions
about peace. Friedman and Trump’s transition team
didn’t respond to requests for comment.
Netanyahu has stayed publicly quiet about Trump’s
pick. But individuals close to the prime minister
said he was pleased with the appointment because
he knows Friedman has a direct line to Trump. The
individuals weren’t authorized to comment by
name and requested anonymity. — AP 

Trump’s pick for envoy to 
Israel has all sides on edge
Friedman a fervent supporter of settlements

David Friedman, US President-elect Donald
Trump’s choice for ambassador to Israel. — AP 

BERLIN: Demonstrators wait for the launch of the Civil March for Aleppo at the air
field of the former Tempelhof airport yesterday. — AP 

BEIRUT: Russia’s Defense Ministry said yes-
terday that its troops had found mass
graves in Syria’s Aleppo with bodies show-
ing signs of torture and mutilation. Dozens
of bodies have been uncovered, according
to Ministry spokesman Maj Gen Igor
Konashenkov. He said some bore gunshot
wounds. While the Syrian war is now largely
fought with mortars, tanks, and air power,
death has come at close quarters as well.
Human rights observers and the media
have recorded numerous examples of mas-
sacres and organized torture, perpetrated
by the government, opposition, and the
Islamic State group.

The Russian Air Force has helped Syrian
President Bashar Al-Assad and its allies to
capture Aleppo, Syria’s largest city, after
weeks of a siege. Russia has since dis-
patched military police to the city.
Konashenkov also accused rebels, who
controlled eastern Aleppo before they were
pushed out earlier this month, of laying
multiple booby traps and mines across
town, endangering the civilian population.

The Britain-based Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights, which gathers information
on the conflict through local contacts, said
on Sunday that at least 63 Syrian soldiers
and militiamen had been killed by such

booby traps in east Aleppo since the gov-
ernment took control of it from rebels last
Thursday. The Observatory said the victims
were a mix of demining personnel and sol-
diers or militiamen looting the districts.

As Russian and Syrian forces secured
and consolidated eastern Aleppo, Syrian
president Bashar Assad was showing signs
of increasing confidence in his position. On
Sunday, Assad visited a Christian orphan-
age near the capital Damascus to mark
Christmas. Photographs posted on the
Syrian presidency’s Facebook page showed
Assad along with his wife, Asma, standing
with nuns and orphans in the Damascus
suburb of Sednaya.

In the northern city of Aleppo, Christians
celebrated Christmas for the first time in
four years with the country’s largest city
now under full control of government
forces. The rebel withdrawal from east
Aleppo last week marked Assad’s biggest
victory since Syria’s crisis began in 2011.
Christians, one of the largest religious
minorities at about 10 percent of Syria’s
pre-war 23 million-strong population, have
tried to stay on the sidelines of the conflict.
However, the opposition’s increasingly out-
spoken Islamism has kept many leaning
toward Assad’s government. — AP 

Mass graves, booby traps 
as troops sweep Aleppo

Jazeera: Producer held 
on ‘fabricated charges’

DOHA: In this file photo, a Qatari employee of Al Jazeera Arabic language TV news
channel walks past the logo of Al Jazeera. — AP 

DUBAI: Qatar-based satellite news channel Al-
Jazeera accused Egypt yesterday of detaining
one of its producers on “fabricated charges,” its
latest newsroom employee to be entangled in
their bitter dispute. The broadcaster issued a
statement describing the allegations levied by
Egypt’s Interior Ministry against Mahmoud
Hussein as containing “an alarming number of
false facts and allegations”.

Egypt said Sunday it detained Hussein at a
home in Cairo. It said he was instructed by his
Doha-based employer to publish “false
rumors” about the country. 

Al-Jazeera said Hussein didn’t work as a
“correspondent supervisor as alleged”, but as
a producer for its Arabic-language channel.
“Mahmoud went to Egypt to visit his family
during his vacation with full confidence in
himself, his profession and his integrity,” the
broadcaster said. It’s unclear if Hussein has a
lawyer. Egyptian officials have said he’ll be
held for 15 days pending an investigation.
This is the latest arrest by Egypt targeting the
state-funded broadcaster, whose coverage in

the years after the country’s 2011 Arab Spring
revolution and 2013 military overthrow of
elected President Mohamed Morsi has drawn
intense government criticism.

Three Al-Jazeera English employees were
convicted and imprisoned in June 2014 over
allegations of collaborating with the now-
banned Muslim Brotherhood, a case that
drew international condemnation. Qatar’s
conservative rulers had strong ties to the
Brotherhood, of which Morsi belonged.

One of the journalists, Australian Peter
Greste, was deported from Egypt in Feb 2015.
The other two, Canadian-Egyptian
Mohammed Fahmy and Egyptian Baher
Mohammed, received presidential pardons in
September 2015. Al-Jazeera Arabic reporter
Abdullah Elshamy, who also was held for 10
months without charge, was later released
after a hunger strike. Meanwhile, two sepa-
rate Al-Jazeera employees were sentenced to
death in absentia this June for passing secret
state documents to Qatar, renewing tensions
between the two nations. — AP 

MOGADISHU: Somalia has decided to delay its
presidential election for a fourth time amid alle-
gations of fraud and intimidation, an electoral
official said yesterday. The vote had been set for
Wednesday, but the official said it likely will be
Jan. 24 instead, though leaders were discussing
the specific timing. The official spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity because he was not author-
ized to speak to the media. This Horn of Africa
nation is riven by clan rivalries and threatened
by Al-Shabab Islamic extremists opposed to
Western-style democracy.

Somalia tomorrow is expected to swear in

parliament members, who are elected by some
14,000 delegates selected by their clans.
Parliament members elect the country’s presi-
dent, who is not chosen directly by popular vote.
The electoral official said the new parliament
was likely to elect a speaker on Jan 4. Opposition
leaders have expressed concern over the
months-long delay, saying the process is marred
by fraud in favor of the current administration’s
hand-picked members. Somali officials were not
immediately available for comment.

“We are deeply concerned about the delay of
the elections for the fourth time,” said Jabril

Abdulle, a presidential candidate. “Failure to
hold elections in a timely manner will certainly
generate new instability that radical groups may
take advantage of.” He also said the electoral
process lacks oversight. 

Somalia has been trying to rebuild after
recently establishing its first functioning central
government since 1991, when warlords over-
threw a longtime dictator and plunged the
impoverished nation into chaos. The election
delays have worried some in the international
community, which had expressed interest in
having the votes carried out this year. — AP 

Somalia delays election again

A Palestinian shepherd poses for a picture yesterday as he stands by his donkey near the Israeli settlement of Argaman in the Jordan Valley, a
strip of West Bank land along the border with Jordan. — AP  
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ACAPULCO, Mexico: Sixteen people were
killed during Christmas holiday celebrations
in Mexico’s main drug-trafficking states and
six human heads were found in one location,
officials said. A gang slaughtered seven peo-
ple - including three police officers - at a fami-
ly celebration in the violent southern state of
Guerrero, police told AFP. The massacre
occurred early Christmas Day outside a house
in the village of Puente del Rey, where the
gunmen shot dead the six men and one
woman, aged 24 to 54. 

Those killed were three brothers, their
father, their uncle, and a man and a woman
who had been invited to the home. Three of
the victims were police officers, a regional
security ministry official said. 

In Chihuahua - which borders the United
States and has, like Guerrero, endured brutal
drug-related violence - nine people were
killed during Christmas celebrations, authori-
ties said. Five of them died in Ciudad Juarez,
including three women who were first tor-
tured and a man whose dismembered

remains were found in an abandoned trunk.
In the western state of Michoacan six human
heads were found, according to the local
prosecutor’s office. Authorities have not iden-
tified the remains, which have been trans-
ferred to a forensic office for analysis. The
heads were found near the border with
Jalisco, where the powerful Jalisco Nueva
Generacion cartel operates. That gang is
known for clashing with rival criminals in
neighboring Michoacan state, where the
Knights Templar drug cartel once held sway.
Cartels have been burying their victims in
hidden graves across the country for years,
and authorities regularly find human remains. 

Guerrero recently earned international
infamy as a region where 43 students in 2014
went missing, and were presumably mur-
dered, at the hands of corrupt police working
for criminals. The government says that since
2006 more than 170,000 people have been
killed and more than 28,000 have been report-
ed missing. The data does not indicate which
cases are related to organized crime. —AFP

MANDAN, North Dakota: Mandan firefighters Shane Weltikol (left) and Chad Nicklos clear accumulating snow from outside the
firehouse in downtown Mandan as the Christmas Day blizzard intensifies on Sunday. —AP

16 killed in Mexico
during celebrations

Some beheaded, others tortured

CHICAGO: Travel conditions remained hazardous as a
winter storm swept across much of the northern Great
Plains Monday, with blowing and drifting snow creating
near-zero visibility on some roads. The combination of
freezing rain, snow and high winds that forced the shut-
down Sunday of vast stretches of highways in the
Dakotas continued into Monday morning, and authori-
ties issued no-travel warnings for much of North Dakota.

The storm also has caused widespread power out-
ages in the Dakotas, Nebraska and western Iowa. As of
1 am yesterday, the South Dakota Rural Electric
Association was reporting 10,231 “member-consumer-
owners” were without power. In Nebraska, high winds
were cited for hundreds of power outages in central
and eastern portions of the state. “Between the ice and

snow, and winds howling like crazy, there will be noth-
ing moving” until late afternoon Monday, said National
Weather Service meteorologist Greg Gust in Grand
Forks, North Dakota. “Then it’s dig-out time.” Gust’s
advice to travelers: “Stay put.”

The weather service office in Bismarck, North
Dakota, predicted snow accumulations of 8 to 15
inches in western parts of the state and thunder-
storms in the central region. The North Dakota
Transportation Department closed most of a 240-
mile stretch of Interstate 94 Sunday night, from the
Montana border to Jamestown. That stretch
remained closed yesterday morning. Portions of US
Highways 2, 52 and 281 were also closed because of
snow, ice and “near zero visibility.” Motorists who

drive past the roadblocks can be fined up to $250.
No-travel advisories were issued for much of

North Dakota, including the Williston, Dickinson,
Minot, Bismarck, Jamestown, Valley City and Grand
Forks areas. Authorities in South Dakota shut down
Interstate 90 from the Wyoming border to
Chamberlain - a distance of about 260 miles. Icy con-
ditions in Aberdeen, South Dakota, prompted the
Brown County Sheriff ’s Office to issue a no travel
advisory. Aberdeen was also under a weather service
flash flood warning after rain and snowmelt flooded
major intersections in the city. The weather service
warned anyone who “must travel” on icy roads in cen-
tral Minnesota to have an extra flashlight, food and
water. —AP

Blizzards, ice storms wreak 
havoc across north plains

BRASILIA: At least 19 Brazilian migrants who
went missing last month are feared drowned
off the Bahamas as they tried to cross illegally
to the United States, officials in Brasilia said
yesterday. “The fear is that the boat the
Brazilians were traveling in went down in the
Caribbean as it left the Bahamas,” according
to Brazilian authorities on the official govern-
ment information website, Portal Brasil. The
migrants’ families have not heard from them
since November 6, the Brazilian foreign min-
istry said. Brazilian media reports said there

were also dozens of other migrants aboard
the boat, which officials suspect went down
while attempting the roughly 80-km crossing
between the Bahamas and the Florida coast.
“The Brazilian embassy in Nassau, Bahamas
and the Brazilian consulate in Miami, Florida
are in contact with family members and
Caribbean and US authorities to try to locate
the missing persons,” said Portal Brasil. The
Brazilian foreign ministry said it was not ruling
out the possibility that the migrants could be
in prison or missing for other reasons. —AFP

Brazil says 19 feared
drowned off Bahamas

Trump supporter 
succeeds Haley

COLUMBIA: If South Carolina Gov Nikki Haley is confirmed as
President-elect Donald Trump’s pick for United Nations
ambassador, her successor will be an entrenched veteran of
the state’s GOP who as attorney general decided not to pros-
ecute then-Gov Mark Sanford for his spending after his disap-
pearance to rendezvous with his mistress.

Lt Gov Henry McMaster, a 69-year-old known for his ability
to disagree affably, would get the job he’s long wanted in the
governorship. His leadership offers a sharp contrast in style if
not in substance from Haley, the daughter of Indian immi-
grants and the nation’s youngest governor at 44, who hasn’t
hesitated to publicly bash legislators who differed with her.

McMaster also was the nation’s first statewide officeholder
to back Trump for president, in an endorsement before the
state’s first-in-the-South presidential primary. The move
stunned political observers, but McMaster’s support never
wavered, despite Democrats’ calls to withdraw it. He told AP
last month he never regretted the endorsement. “No ma’am,
the more it went on, the more confident I was he was the
man for the job,” he said in his characteristic, genteel drawl.
He’s revealed little about what he would do as governor, and
his office said he wasn’t available for an interview.

But as a savvy political insider, McMaster has forged
strong relationships statewide. He’s “a commonsense conser-
vative - very reasonable, never abrasive,” said House Judiciary
Chairman Greg Delleney. “He’s a realist, and he’s a gentleman,
and I think he’s going to work with the General Assembly to
get things done.” Legislators hope McMaster’s entry could
finally lead to passage of a comprehensive road-funding bill.
Haley’s threats to veto anything with a gas tax increase
stymied efforts for years.

‘Good Ol’ Boy’ 
Questioned by reporters after a meeting earlier this

month, McMaster said, “We will make progress, great
progress,” but gave no specifics. In the 2010 GOP primary,
Haley trounced McMaster and two other better-known men
partly by running against the “good ol’ boy” network. Yet days
after taking a 32-percentage-point beating, McMaster
endorsed Haley with an exuberant “I’m all in!” and has been a
close ally since. Beyond campaigning with her statewide, he
arranged a series of private meetings between Haley and
skeptical business leaders a week after she publicly chided
the state Chamber of Commerce as a fan of bailouts and cor-
porate welfare. Bakari Sellers, a Democrat who lost to
McMaster in the 2014 lieutenant governor’s race, contends
McMaster “exemplifies the good ol’ boy network in South
Carolina”. “Henry’s been around a very long time. He’s the sta-
tus quo,” said Sellers, a former state House member.
“Courageous and visionary are not adjectives you use to
describe Henry McMaster.” 

Other longtime political adversaries applaud McMaster’s
impending move. “Henry is somebody who wants to do the
right thing and move the state forward,” said former state
Democratic Party Chairman Dick Harpootlian, who’s not one
to pull punches. “If a good ol’ boy means somebody who
remembers his friends and has a genial approach to govern-
ing, then I would take that as a compliment. He’s not going to
rant and rave and pick fights. He’s not going to denigrate
people publicly.”

McMaster began his political career in 1973 as an aide to
then-US Sen Strom Thurmond. He led the state Republican
Party for 10 years, while the GOP took control of the
Legislature. He frequently boasts of being President Ronald
Reagan’s first appointment for US attorney in 1981 and
launched “Operation Jackpot”, an investigation into interna-
tional drug smuggling that resulted in more than 100 convic-
tions. As state attorney general, he created a task force of offi-
cers posing as children to catch online sex predators and
built an attorney network to prosecute criminal domestic
violence. In 2010, he helped lead a multi-state challenge of
President Barack Obama’s health care overhaul that allowed
states to opt out of its intended Medicaid expansion - as
South Carolina has steadfastly done. In 2009, McMaster asked
the state Ethics Commission to investigate Sanford after his
disappearance to rendezvous with his mistress in Argentina
brought scrutiny to his travels.

After Sanford paid $74,000 to resolve 37 civil charges,
McMaster opted not to pursue criminal charges, saying
Sanford’s use of first-class tickets, travel on state aircraft and
questionable campaign reimbursements didn’t rise to a crim-
inal level - and it was time for the state to move on. A month
after that announcement, McMaster lost to Haley. Legislators
say his decades-long relationship with many of them is an
asset. GOP Senate Education Chairman John Courson, who
met McMaster while at the University of South Carolina in the
1960s, said it helps that McMaster “understands the personal-
ities in the Senate.” —AP
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KIEV: A new indefinite truce in Ukraine held by a
thread for a third day yesterday as both pro-Russian
insurgents and Kiev reported clashes near a prized rail-
road hub but no deaths.

Ukraine and Russia-two ex-Soviet neighbours that
are now sworn foes-agreed to the armistice Wednesday
with the help of mediation from the Organization for
Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE). The rebels
signed on to the ceasefire Friday after some delibera-
tion. Yet mortar and artillery fire has continued unabat-
ed without claiming any lives.

“Our positions came under attack 33 times since
early Sunday,” the Ukranian military said in a statement.
The insurgents’ website said their side had come under
fire from Ukrainian grenade launchers 62 times in the
past day. Such weapons have been banned by a
February 2015 peace agreement that both sides have
long ignored. Kiev and its Western allies view the east-
ern separatists as Russian proxies who have been fight-
ing for 31 months to destabilise the Ukrainian govern-
ment and keep it dependent on the Kremlin’s whims.

Moscow denies interfering in the conflict but inter-
national monitors have seen tanks and other heavy
military equipment enter the Ukrainian war zone from
Russia throughout the war.

March 2014 saw Russia annex Ukraine’s Crimea
peninsula in apparent retaliation for Kiev’s ouster of the
Moscow-backed president the preceding month. The
latest truce came shortly after a week-long battle for
control of positions near Debaltseve-a railway hub that
links the pro-Russian regions of Lugasnk and Donetsk.
Details are disputed but Kiev appears to have won back
control of most regions around the town after an initial
rebel assault. — AFP

MOSCOW: The Russian military choir
that lost most of its singers in a plane
crash Sunday is often described as the
Kremlin’s “singing weapon.” The
Alexandrov Ensemble, sometimes
referred to as the Red Army choir, was
founded in the 1920s. It won global
fame with its patriotic repertoire during
Soviet times, but in recent years has
sought to cater to modern audiences.
Many of its performances have gone
viral, including a rousing rendition of
Daft Punk’s “Get Lucky” by singers in full
military dress at the opening of the 2014
Winter Olympics in Sochi.

Sixty-four members of the ensemble,
including director Valery Khalilov, were
heading from Sochi to Russia’s air base in
Syria to perform a New Year’s concert for
troops when their plane crashed into the
Black Sea on Sunday. All 92 people on
board are presumed dead.

“It’s difficult to grasp the scale of that
tragedy,” Moscow city’s culture depart-
ment head Alexander Kibovsky said in
televised remarks. “They were raising
pride for our culture, our country, across
the entire world.” As word of the crash
spread Sunday, people placed bouquets
of flowers outside the ensemble’s
Moscow headquarters.

“We all loved this ensemble,” said
Moscow resident Mark Novikov. “We val-
ued it. They are our brothers, our friends,
our colleagues.” The 186-member
ensemble includes a band and a dancing
troupe along with the choir that had
about 70 singers. Viktor Yeliseyev, head
of the rival choir of the Russian National
Guard, said most of the Alexandrov
Ensemble’s singers were on the plane.
Among the few who stayed back was
soloist Vadim Ananyev, whose wife just
delivered a baby and pleaded with him

to remain at home to help. The couple
has three small children. “I feel as if I
were hit over the head,” he said. “I still
can’t believe it. They are telling me now I
was born with a silver spoon.” The
Interfax news agency said another mem-
ber of the choir was denied access to
board at the last minute because his for-
eign passport has expired.

The choir was founded in 1928 by
composer and conductor Alexander
Alexandrov, and after his death in 1946
was led by his son, Boris Alexandrov.
Alexandrov, who headed the choir for
more than 40 years, made it famous
worldwide. Pavel Kogan, the director of
Moscow State Academic Symphonic
Orchestra, described the choir as “a sym-
bol of the country.” “It was impossible to
imagine what happened, even in a
nightmare,” he said, according to Snob
online publication. — AP

A look at Russian ensemble wiped out by crash

MOSCOW: A woman places a photo of a victim as flowers are laid in tribute in
front of the home stage building of the Alexandrov Ensemble (The Red Army
Choir), in Moscow yesterday.—AFP

GOMA, DR Congo: Attacks in villages and fight-
ing between militias killed at least 35 people
over the Christmas weekend in North Kivu, a
majority Christian area in eastern Democratic
Republic of Congo.

The bloodshed began in Eringeti-a town 55
kilometres (35 miles) north of the regional hub
Beni, which for two years has been hit by mas-
sacres killing hundreds, many of whom were
hacked to death.

Rebels from The Allied Democratic Forces
(ADF) — dominated by puritanical Ugandan
Muslims-killed 22 people after storming Eringeti
on Saturday, regional official Amisi Kalonda told
AFP. The toll climbed to 35 yesterday with the
announcement that at least 13 Hutu civilians,
mostly women and an eight-year-old girl, were
killed on Sunday by a militia from the Nande
ethnic group.

“The victims were all Hutu. There was an
eight-year-old girl, a father and the rest were
women,” said local official Alphonse Mahano.
They were killed around the village of Nyanzale,
a Hutu majority community. The Nande and
some other ethnic groups regard the Hutus as

outsiders because of their attachment to the
majority ethnic group in neighboring Rwanda.

A string of attacks in the past year by both
Hutu and Nande militia forces has deepened
hatred between the communities. Hutu farmers
have also been forced to abandon land further
south because of high property costs and under
pressure from major landowners.

Relentless bloodshed 
Although Congolese officials have blamed

the attacks on the ADF, several expert reports
have suggested that other groups, including
elements within the Congolese army, took
part in some killings. When the Beni mas-
sacres began in October 2014, the ADF was
quickly branded the culprit by both DR Congo
authorities and MONUSCO, the UN mission in
DR Congo. 

More than two years on, Congolese authori-
ties and the UN have been unable to protect
civilians and the ADF remains the only official
explanation-with the government insisting on
a jihadist link to the killings. It comes as rela-
tions with the international community have

soured over President Joseph Kabila’s refusal to
step down despite his  term ending on
December 20.

Separately, the Armed Forces of the DRC
(FARDC) announced yesterday that its troops
had killed 10 soldiers from neighboring Burundi
after they crossed the border last week in pur-
suit of rebels.

“There were 10 deaths,” Major Dieudonne
Kajibwami, told AFP, following a previous
statement that five bodies had been taken to
Uvira, a lakeside town in the eastern South
Kivu province.

Kivu is rich in natural,  mainly mineral
resources, such as gold, coltan and cassiterite,
coveted by the telecommunications industry.
Both south and north Kivu have rich agricultural
and forestry resources.

North Kivu is one of the DRC’s most densely
populated areas. Tiny compared to the vast size
of the country, the two provinces suffer not only
because of fighting over their mineral resources
but because of their proximity to an unstable
border with Burundi, Rwanda and Uganda,
along with Tanzania. — AFP

Christmas massacres in 
DR Congo leave 35 dead

Troops kill 10 soldiers from Burundi

This file photo taken on July 16, 2016 shows a general view of the village of Buleusa. A militia from DR Congo’s Nande ethnic group has killed 13
civilians including a child from the Hutu community in the restive North Kivu province, an official told AFP yesterday. —AFP

ALTOMUENSTER, Germany: It was filthy,
cramped and in major disarray, but when
art historian Eva Lindqvist Sandgren
entered the library in Altomuenster Abbey,
off-limits to all but the German monastery’s
nuns for more than five centuries, she
immediately knew she was looking at a
major treasure.

The dusty shelves held at least 500
books, by her estimate, including precious
illuminated manuscripts from the 16th cen-
tury, chants used by the uniquely women-
led Bridgettine Order and processionals
bursting with colorful religious and orna-
mental decoration in their margins.

Unlike most Bridgettine libraries, the
tomes had survived the Protestant
Reformation, the 30 Years War and
Germany’s “secularization,” when the state
took most church property. It represents
the most complete collection of the order
known today. “I had entered a time cap-
sule,” said Lindqvist Sandgren, a senior lec-
turer at Sweden’s Uppsala University.

Surprised by the spontaneous decision
by Altomuenster ’s last remaining nun,
Sister Apollonia Buchinger, to open the
library, 20 scholars including Sandgren
made plans to return and meticulously
catalog the remarkable collection. But
before they could, the Vatican ordered the
abbey in the Bavarian town of 7,500
closed and locked up the library, which
also contains some 2,300 statues, paint-
ings and other works of art.

If plans go ahead to close it down, all of
the abbey’s property - the books, the art-
works, the city block-sized abbey and the
acres of forests and fields that make up
the monastery grounds - would be turned
over to the dioceses of Munich and
Freising. Altomuenster is the end of a sub-
way line from Munich, one of Germany’s
most expensive cities, and its land alone is
thought to be worth tens of millions of
euros (dollars)  -  assets that Sister
Apollonia thinks the dioceses are eager to
get their hands on.

Since 1496, the former Benedictine
abbey in Altomuenster has housed a female
religious order founded by Saint Bridget in
Sweden in the 14th century. It is one of
three monasteries of the original branch of
the scholarly, monastic order operating
today. But with its numbers in decline, Sister
Apollonia now lives there alone. The Vatican
requires at least three nuns to train novices
to become nuns, prompting the decision to
shut the abbey down.

The Franciscan nun the Vatican put in
charge of the abbey’s closure, Sister
Gabriele Konrad, says the library’s collec-
tion is just being kept safe but she’s refused
to grant the scholars or anyone else access
to the books. “The value of the library is the
ensemble, because it’s never been taken

apart,” said Corine Schlief, an art historian at
Arizona State University who visited the
library with Sandgren. “If this should be
taken apart and divided up between books
that collectors would give tens or hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars for and those
only of interest to scholars, it would lose a
lot of its value.”

Schlief, Sandgren and other academics
have written an open letter to the Vatican,
Sister Gabriele and the Munich dioceses
urging that the library be kept together
and made available to the public and offer-
ing to catalog it.

Sister Gabriele and the Munich dioce-
ses insist there is no plan to sell the books,
and that their experts are perfectly quali-
fied to handle them. Munich-Freising Vicar
General Msgr. Peter Beer dismissed specu-
lation of any land-and-treasures grab by
the dioceses.“There’s a false impression
that we’re taking in riches and gems and
gold and everything imaginable - that’s
nonsense,” he told the AP at his office in
Munich. “We are taking on costs more
than anything.”

Historical significance
His office also downplayed the library’s

potential value or historical significance,
telling the AP it includes “a large number
of antiphonaries from the 18th century,
most in very used and some in damaged
condition,” and that six antiphonaries -
books containing religious chants - from
the Middle Ages have “already been stud-
ied by scholars.”

That’s made the group of scholars who
wrote the open letter and others even
more suspicious. From the hundreds of
photographs they took, they know there’s
much more - including an illuminated man-
uscript from the 1500s in Belgium, which
might be expected to fetch 100,000 euros
($105,000) or more if sold to a private col-
lector, said Schier. Volker Schier, another
expert from Arizona State University, noted
that even financially insignificant books are
historically important. Ledgers, cookbooks
and even antiphonaries help tell how the
nuns lived over the centuries.

“Altomuenster is the holy grail,” he said.
Beer bristled at the offer of help from the
group of scholars. “You can be assured that
we do not need any help from the US to
understand how to treat cultural assets of
significance for Europe. We have a slightly
longer history and slightly longer experi-
ence,” Beer said. The dioceses plan to digi-
tize all books dating from before 1803 and
make them available online for researchers
- but Schlief says that ’s not enough.
“Digitization is laudable, but it never
replaces the books themselves, which now
need to be carefully studied and cata-
logued,” she said. — AP

BELGRADE: I l legal deportations of
migrants seeking to reach western Europe
along the so-called Balkans route have
been on the rise, the UN refugee agency
(UNHCR) warned yesterday.

Some 1,000 people from the Middle
East, Asia and Africa “were expelled in
November alone along the Balkans route...
more than before”, the UNHCR spokes-
woman in Serbia, Mirjana Milenkovska, told
AFP. Hundreds of thousands of migrants
took the Balkans route through Macedonia
and Serbia, Croatia and Hungary as they
tried to reach western Europe from Greece
before it was largely shut down in March.

Non-governmental human rights
organisations and activists also warned
that an increasing number of legally-regis-

tered migrants were being “illegally deport-
ed” from Serbia to Bulgaria and Macedonia.

On December 17 “a seven-member
Syrian family, including a two-year old
child, 16-year old girl and two women
almost froze after being left in a forest in -
11 Celsius degrees (12.2 Fahrenheit) to walk
towards Bulgaria some one kilometre (half
a mile) away,” an activist said.

“The family was registered in Belgrade
and on its way to a refugee centre, when
they were taken off the bus by a police or
army unit that tore their documents,” said
Gordan Paunovic of the Info Park group
that provides help to refugees. They were
eventually rescued by a regular police offi-
cer from a nearby town who was alerted by
activists, Paunovic said. — AFP

Scholars fret about fate of ‘holy 
grail’ German abbey books

The undated reproduction shows a religious book which was found in library of the
abbey in Altomuenster, southern Germany. —AP

Fragile Ukraine 
truce holds
for third day

PARIS: French President Francois Hollande (second left) listens to Vincent Bronze
(left), the Director General of French elevators company ETNA France, next to
French Labour Minister Myriam El Khomri(fourth left) and mayor of Taverny
Florence Portelli (center) during his visit of the company yesterday in Taverny,
near Paris. — AFP

Balkan states illegally push 
back migrants: UNHCR
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BANDA ACEH, Indonesia: Thousands of
Indonesians prayed for their loved ones
at mass graves and mosques yesterday to
mark a tsunami which devastated Aceh
province 12 years ago today, one of the
worst natural disasters in human history.

Some 170,000 lives were lost in the
country when a 9.1-magnitude “megath-
rust” quake struck Aceh, a predominantly
Muslim province in the northern tip of
Sumatra island, bringing about massive
waves that also hit coastal areas as far
away as Somalia. “I came here every year
to pray for my children, daughter-in-law,
and their three children,” Maryam, who
goes by one name, told AFP, at the Ulee
Lheue mass grave, where 14,800 people
were buried.

The bodies of her family were never
found but 65-year-old Maryam, who sur-
vived by holding on to a tree trunk, was
certain her family were buried in the
mass grave as they lived in the vicinity at
the time of the tsunami. Graves across
the province, including in Siron in Aceh
Besar district where more than 46,000
were buried, were crowded with people

who scattered flowers on the earth
where they believe the remains of their
loved ones lie to rest.

Survivors then gathered at a mass
prayer in Ulee Lheue mosque, one of the
few sea-front mosques still standing in
the region after the tsunami.

“The main reason to commemorate
the earthquake and tsunami disaster was
not to open old wounds,” acting Aceh
governor Soedarmo told the mosque
attendance. Indonesia sits on the Pacific
“Ring of Fire”, where the meeting of conti-
nental plates causes strong seismic activi-
ty, and is frequently hit by earthquakes.
The tsunami commemoration comes just
weeks after a strong 6.5-magnitude shal-
low quake struck inland in Pidie Jaya, a
district in Aceh, killing more than 100
people, levelling hundreds of buildings
and displacing nearly 84,000 people. 

400 bodies unidentified 
At least 400 victims of Asia’s 2004

tsunami that killed 226,000 people
remain unidentified in Thailand 12 years
on, police said yesterday. The 9.15 mag-

nitude Dec. 26 earthquake triggered a
tsunami across the Indian Ocean in one
of the biggest natural disasters in history.

Thailand, Indonesia, India and Sri
Lanka were among the worst hit coun-
tries. Some 5,395 people were killed in
Thailand, among them about 2,000 for-
eign tourists.

“Since the 2004 tsunami, authorities
have contac ted bet ween 4 ,000 to
5,000 relatives to come and receive
bodies. There are about 400 bodies
that  we cannot  ident i fy,” Anand
Boonkerkaew, deputy superintendent
of Takua Pa district police in Phang
Nga province, told Reuters. 

Thailand’s tourist high season is in full
swing and in much of the area affected
by the tsunami, it is business as usual.
New hotels have replaced those flattened
by the wall of water. Thailand expects a
record 32.4 million foreign tourists this
year. Critics have said Thailand’s tsunami
warning system remains inadequate,
partly because it isn’t maintained prop-
erly. The government has said it is in
good order. — Reuters

Indonesia marks tsunami 12 years ago with prayers

BHUBANESWAR: Eight human traffickers found guilty
of torturing and chopping off the hands of two labour-
ers have received life prison sentences and hefty fines,
a prosecutor said on Sunday, hoping the severity of
the punishment would deter others.

Prosecutor Dhirendra Nath Patra said the court in
Bhubaneswar heard how the traffickers chopped off
the hands of Nilambar Dhangdamajhi and Dayalu Nial
in Odisha state on Dec.  15, 2013.

The two men were among of a group of 12 labour-
ers who had taken money from labour agent Parvesh
Duni in exchange for working for him but quickly
realised he had trapped them. When the men found
out they were being taken to Andhra Pradesh in south-
eastern India instead of Chhattisgarh state in central
India as expected they tried to escape but were caught
and locked up for hours before their hands were
chopped off. News of the torture and confinement
triggered widespread outrage and made national
headlines in India which is estimated to have the high-
est number of modern day slaves of any country.

Dhangdamajhi died on Sept. 21 this year after years
of illness. “Under the sentence Parvesh Duni and other
traffickers will serve a life term in prison. They will also
have to pay fines,” the prosecutor told the Thomson
Reuters Foundation. “This is a lesson for all.”

Amidst the publicity, in 2014 the Supreme Court
intervened and asked the Odisha government to fast
track charges against the traffickers and provide reha-
bilitation for the two men whose stories are typical of
many trapped in debt bondage in India. Modern slav-
ery has become a catch-all term to describe human
trafficking, debt bondage, forced marriage and other
slave-like exploitation with an estimated 46 million
people in slavery around the world. — Reuters

SEOUL: A handful of South Korean lawmakers
yesterday finally got to question the woman at
the heart of the impeachment crisis surround-
ing President Park Geun-Hye, after she snubbed
a televised hearing at her detention centre. Choi
Soon-Sil, a long-time friend of the president, has
repeatedly ignored several summons to appear
before a parliamentary committee probing a
corruption scandal that triggered Park ’s
impeachment earlier this month.

So the lawmakers came to her, with the com-
mittee organising a special hearing yesterday
morning-with TV cameras-inside the detention
facility where Choi is awaiting trial on charges of
extortion and abuse of power. Choi initially
refused to leave her cell, but eventually agreed
to meet eight selected members of the commit-
tee behind closed doors.

Citing the lawmakers, Yonhap news agency
reported that Choi denied all her charges,

including allegations that she colluded with the
president and set up two dubious foundations
that were later used for her personal gain. Choi,
however, said she was prepared to serve a life
sentence and apologised to the public for “caus-
ing confusion”, according to Yonhap.

She said she was feeling “dizzy” both physi-
cally and mentally and refused to answer most
of the lawmakers’ questions during the meet-
ing that lasted nearly three hours, Yonhap said.
Two former top presidential aides being held in
a separate facility also refused to appear for
questioning.

There are no legal grounds for forcing wit-
nesses to attend a parliamentary hearing,
although they can be held in contempt and face
a maximum five-year prison term for not doing
so. The National Assembly voted to impeach
Park earlier this month, stripping away her sub-
stantial executive powers. She remains presi-

dent in name, pending a decision by the
Constitutional Court on whether to ratify parlia-
ment’s impeachment motion.

Earlier Monday, prosecutors seized docu-
ments during an early-morning raid on the cen-
tral Seoul residence of Kim Ki-Choon, who
served as Park’s chief of staff between 2013-15.

Kim has a long association with Park’s family,
having also served her father-the late military
strongman Park Chung-Hee who led the coun-
try for 18 years after seizing power in a 1961
military coup. Those close ties have led to alle-
gations that he must have been aware of the
inappropriate influence that Choi-dubbed a
“female Rasputin” by the local media-wielded
over the president.

Park allegedly leaked confidential docu-
ments to her friend, and allowed her to meddle
in state affairs-including the appointments of
senior officials. — AFP

A woman wipes her tears as she offers prayers to loved ones at a mass grave in
Aceh yesterday to mark the tsunami which devastated Aceh province 12 years
ago in one of the worst natural disasters in human history. — AFP

SEOUL: The empty seat (center) of Choi Soon-Sil, a long-time friend of South Korean President Park Geun-Hye, is seen during a parliamentary
probe into a scandal as lawmakers set up a special hearing to question Choi at the detention centre where Choi is being held in Uiwang, south
of Seoul yesterday. —AFP

Lawmakers question South

Korea’s elusive ‘Rasputin’

Park snubs televised hearing

BANGKOK: Police in Thailand yesterday
charged a suspect with participating in
recent hacking attacks on government com-
puters that were billed as a protest against a
restrictive law governing internet use.

Natdanai Kongdee, 19, was one of nine
people arrested in connection with the
attacks that blocked access to some web-
sites and accessed non-public files, Deputy
Prime Minister Prawit Wongsuwan said.

Police said he was a low-level hacker
rather than a leader and had confessed to
participating in the attacks. They said he
belonged to several online groups special-
izing in hacking activities.

Natdanai was present at yesterday’s
news conference but did not speak. He was
charged with gaining unauthorized access
to police data, along with illegal possession
of firearms and marijuana, allegedly found
when police searched his house.

The legal status of the other people
arrested was not explained. Groups pro-
moting the attacks say they are in protest
of passage of revisions to Thailand’s
Computer Crime Act, which would restrict
freedom of speech and facilitate targeting
political dissidents. The new law would
allow Thai authorities to intercept private
communication and to censor websites
without a court order.

In addition to the leaking of documents,
government sites have been subject to dis-
tributed denial of service, or DDoS, attacks,
where access is denied by overloading the
online server with requests. A Facebook
group encouraged a simple version of such
attacks by suggesting people repeatedly
reload them by pressing the F5 key.

“He (Natdanai) was naive to believe the
(Facebook) group and hack into the sys-
tem,” Siripong Timula of the police’s tech-
nology department said. The Facebook
group, with the name Citizens Against
Single Gateway, earlier this month called
for a “cyberwar.”

Its name reflects activists’ concerns
about plans for a single gateway through
which all international internet traffic
would pass. The government claims such a
system is necessary for national security,
but opposition from many sectors has
made the government evasive about
whether it plans to implement a single
gateway. The group on Dec. 19 claimed
responsibility for temporarily bringing
down the Thai defense ministry’s website.

Since then, it has claimed to have
brought down websites for Thailand’s mili-
tary, customs department, police, foreign
affairs ministry and additional government
websites. Other hackers, operating as part
of the informal activist network
Anonymous, have been posting data they
say is from government computers. Police
said yesterday that their systems are still
“well protected” and that the attacks con-
stitute minor hacks. Prime Minister Prayuth
Chan-ocha said, “If we do not have any laws
or write it down to make it clearer and if
they continue to do this, what can we do?”
Should hackers simply be allowed to poke
into personal data, he asked reporters
rhetorically.

“We’ve talked about it many times.
Everything is passed. Talk about something
else,” said Prayuth, who is noted for his
brusque manner of speaking. — AP

LAHORE: Released Indian fishermen wait to go to their home country in Lahore yester-
day. Pakistani officials said 220 Indian fishermen have been released from a jail in
Karachi and will be handed over to Indian authorities at the Wagha border yesterday.—AP

Thai police charge 

man in hacking 

attacks on govt sites

BANGKOK: Natdanai Kongdee (third from right) is interviewed at the police head-
quarters in Bangkok yesterday. Police in Thailand have charged 19-year-old
Kongdee in connection with a series of recent hacking attacks on government
computers that were billed as a protest against a restrictive law governing inter-
net use. —AP

JAKARTA: Indonesian militants supporting
Islamic State planned to attack a police post
on New Year ’s eve with machetes and
knives, a police spokesman said yesterday.

The plot was broken up after police
arrested two of the would-be attackers who
led them to their hideout, where police shot
dead their two co-conspirators on Sunday
after police said they tried to attack officers
with machetes. “The four of them were plan-
ning to attack a police post in Purwakarta.
They planned to attack on New Year’s Eve,”

Rikwanto, a national police spokesman, told
reporters, referring to a district about 100
km (60 miles) east of the capital, Jakarta.

Sunday’s raid was the latest in a series over
recent weeks that police say have disrupted
attacks, raising concern that homegrown mil-
itants in the world’s largest Muslim-majority
nation are getting bolder. Police said last
week that at least 14 people were being inter-
rogated over suicide bomb plots targeting
the presidential palace in Jakarta and an
another undisclosed location. — Reuters

NEW DELHI: Indian police yesterday arrest-
ed four men accused of drugging and rap-
ing an American tourist at a five-star hotel
in New Delhi earlier this year, an officer
said. The woman told police that she was
part of a tour group visiting India in April
when her local guide gave her a spiked
bottle of water and raped her with four
acquaintances inside her hotel room.

“We arrested four of them a few hours
ago. And they, as in the tour guide, driver,
cleaner and another hotel employee, have
been charged with rape,” Delhi police
spokesman, Dependra Pathak, told AFP.

He said the victim, who returned to
New Delhi last week, had already recorded
her testimony in court and would be able
to fly back home in a few days after identi-
fying the suspects.  Police launched a for-
mal investigation earlier this month after
the woman filed a complaint through an
American charity.  She has told local media
in the past week that she had no memory

of the assault for nearly three months.
“The first two nights I was drugged, physi-
cally assaulted and sexually assaulted,” she
told NDTV news network, covering her face
with a scarf to hide her identity.  “I had no
memory of what happened to me while I
was in India. I regained my memory three
months later around the end of July and
that’s when I took action”. 

The assault in April was one of the latest
in a series of sex attacks on foreigners in
India, reigniting concerns about women’s
safety in the country. A 35-year-old
Japanese tourist was raped in southern
India last month. In June, five men were
jailed for life for gang-raping a 52-year-old
Danish tourist in New Delhi in 2014.

India introduced tough laws against sex
offenders in the wake of the fatal gang-
rape of a student in the capital in
December 2012 that sparked mass street
protests. But high levels of sexual violence
against women continue. - AFP
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BEIJING: Figurines sit in front of a check-in desk for the ninth Chinese
Catholic representative conference in Beijing yesterday. China said yester-
day it will restart a conference of local Catholics, ending a years-long hia-
tus, as it expressed goodwill towards the Vatican after six decades of
estrangement. —AFP

BEIJING: China said yesterday it will restart
a conference of local Catholics, ending a
years-long hiatus, as it expressed goodwill
towards the Vatican after six decades of
estrangement. The country’s roughly 12
million Catholics are divided between a
government-run association, whose clergy
are chosen by the Communist Party, and
an unofficial church which swears alle-
giance to the Vatican.

Although Beijing and the Vatican have
improved relations in recent years as
China’s Catholic population has grown,
they remain at odds over which side has
the authority to ordain bishops.  The
ninth Chinese Catholic representative
conference will begin Tuesday and run
through Thursday in Beijing after a six-
year hiatus, the foreign ministry said dur-
ing a press briefing.

The Vatican had condemned previous
conferences because members of the unof-
ficial church loyal to Rome had reportedly
been forced to participate. But this time the

Holy See has given tacit approval for mem-
bers of the so-called “underground” church,
including bishops, to attend the conclave,
according to Catholic web sites familiar
with religious affairs in China.

“We believe this conference can push
the integration of Catholic activities into
Chinese society and culture a step for-
ward,” spokeswoman Hua Chunying told
reporters, adding that the country had
“goodwill” towards the Vatican. “We want
to move forward down the same road with
the Vatican and promote bilateral, con-
structive dialogue and relations,” she said.

China and the Vatican severed diplo-
matic relations in 1951. Since becoming
head of the Holy See in 2013 Pope Francis
has tried to improve relations with Beijing
in the hope of reconnecting with Catholics
in China. Chinese and Vatican officials have
met at least four times since January to try
and resolve the delicate issue of the
appointment of bishops-the heart of the
dispute. —AFP

China to hold Catholic 

conference after 6-year hiatus

TOKYO: Prime Minister Shinzo Abe
departed yesterday for Hawaii where
he will visit Pearl Harbour with US
President Barack Obama as the two
countries highlight decades of post-
World War II reconciliation. Abe’s visit
to the site, which was bombed by
Japan in a surprise attack in
December 1941 that drew the United
States into World World I I ,  was
announced earlier this month.

It follows a journey Obama made
with him in May to the city of
Hiroshima where a US plane dropped
the world’s first atom bomb as the
war drew to a close in 1945.

“I am visiting Pearl Harbor in Hawaii
to commemorate victims as the prime
minister of Japan, as the representa-
tive of the Japanese people,” Abe told
reporters at Tokyo’s Haneda airport.
“We must not repeat the horror of war

ever again. Together with President
Obama, I would like to express to the
world this pledge for the future and
the value of reconciliation.”

The two leaders hope that their
joint visits will underscore the alliance
between their two nations forged in
the years following the war. They will
meet Tuesday in Honolulu for a sum-
mit before venturing together to
Pearl Harbour to visit the wreck of the
USS Arizona, where 1,177 sailors and
Marines died.  The ship’s rusting
remains are now a memorial.

The two-hour attack killed 2,403
Americans in all, injured more than
1,100 others and sank or heavily
damaged eight  US batt leships.
Officials have said that the purpose
of Abe’s visit is not to apologize but
rather to pay homage to the victims
and encourage historical reflection,

as Obama did in Hiroshima. It also
comes at  a  del icate  t ime with
Obama due to hand over power to
US President-elect Donald Trump
next month.

The New York real-estate magnate
sent shockwaves through Japan dur-
ing the campaign when he appeared
to question the US-Japan security
alliance.  He said that Japan should
pay more to support US troops sta-
tioned in the country and could even
consider developing its own nuclear
weapons.

Though he later walked back on
the comments, they jolted public
opinion in the world’s only country to
ever be attacked with atomic bombs.

Abe became the first world leader
to meet Trump after the election,
rushing to New York to confirm the
importance of the relationship. —AFP

Japan’s Abe departs for visit to Pearl Harbour

LIGAO, Philippines: A powerful
typhoon left at least four people
dead and eight missing as it crossed
the Philippine archipelago yesterday,
spoiling the Christmas holidays with
strong winds, heavy rains and
destructive flooding. Nock-Ten made
landfall on the eastern island
province of Catanduanes with gusts
of 235 kilometres (146 miles) an hour

on Christmas Day, ravaging the Bicol
region and surrounding areas before
moving west across the country. A
couple perished in a flood while an
elderly man was crushed to death by
a falling wall, the governor of Albay
province, Al Bichara, told local
media. Another person was killed
and two more were injured when
the storm toppled a power line in

Quezon province, electrocuting
them, a police report said.

An anchored ferry went down
off the coastal province of
Batangas yesterday with eight
crewmen still missing, said coast-
guard officer Joy Villegas. Two peo-
ple also died after suffering heart
attacks during the storm but it was
unclear if those deaths were direct-

ly related to the typhoon, local
government reports said.

More than 383,000 people were
forced to flee their homes while over
80 domestic and international flights
were cancelled due to the storm, the
civil defence office said. The coast-
guard on Sunday ordered beaches
south of Manila to be cleared of holi-
daymakers by yesterday.

The unusually late storm cut off
electricity to millions and forced gov-
ernment agencies to order evacua-
tions of whole communities in Bicol,
marring the traditional Christmas cele-
brations in this largely Christian nation.

Wet Christmas 
In the Bicol town of Ligao, many

streets and surrounding farms were

covered by ankle-deep water while
some homes remained caked in
mud left by flooding. Masseuse Erna
Angela Pintor, 20, said she and her
family spent a sleepless Christmas in
fear as the strong winds ripped off
part of their roof.

Neighbours living near a river
sought refuge in their home as the
waters rose to their chests, she said,

though her own family was luckier. 
“The floods (last night) only

reached to our knees. Thank good-
ness the current wasn’t that strong,”
she told AFP. “This was supposed to
be a celebration but we cannot cele-
brate. This is  a sad Christmas for us.
No one (in the family) died but a lot
of our neighbours’ homes were
washed away.”

The disaster monitoring council
said more than 12,000 people spent
Christmas stuck at ports after
authorities barred ferries from sailing
due to the storm.

The council’s spokeswoman Mina
Marasigan also said hundreds of
people in Bicol celebrated Christmas
in evacuation centres where many
had to make do with emergency
food packs.

Some local officials had offered
roast pigs-the traditional Filipino hol-
iday fare-to entice people to go to
the shelters, Marasigan said.

Manila spared 
By late yesterday afternoon the

typhoon had weakened, with wind
gusts of 180 kilometres per hour, and
was in the South China Sea heading
west away from the country, govern-
ment weather forecaster Gener
Quitlong said. Nock-Ten had been
expected to bring heavy rains and
winds to Manila, but the city of 13
million residents was spared after
the typhoon lost force as it crossed
the eastern islands.

“It was like a blessing in disguise.
Every time it hit land, its diameter
lessened. It also lost moisture so it
became weaker,” Quitlong told AFP.
Some 20 typhoons and storms strike
the Philippines each year, routinely
killing hundreds of people. Huge
tsunami-like waves devastated the
city of Tacloban and nearby areas
when super typhoon Haiyan struck
the central Philippines in November
2013, leaving 7,350 people dead or
missing. —AFP

Christmas typhoon leaves 

four dead in Philippines
8 ferry crewmen still missing as storm leaves archipelago

MANILA: Vehicles navigate a flood-prone area caused by rains from Typhoon Nock-Ten in
Quezon city, north of Manila yesterday. —AP

BEIJING: China and Sao Tome and Principe offi-
cially resumed diplomatic relations yesterday,
in a triumph for Beijing over rival Taiwan after
the African island nation abruptly broke away
from the self-ruled island last week. Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang Yi and his counterpart
from Sao Tome, Urbino Botelho, signed books
at a ceremony in front of their flags at the
Diaoyutai State Guesthouse in Beijing. Wang
said the re-establishment of relations would
bring benefits to both countries and that they
would hold exchanges in tourism, the media
and other areas.

The move is a victory for Beijing, which con-
siders the self-governing island of Taiwan a part
of China’s territory and has been outraged by
suggestions by President-elect Donald Trump
that he could rethink US policy that accepts
this. Beijing and Taipei have competed for allies
for much of the nearly seven decades since the
end of China’s civil war in 1949, when the
defeated Nationalist government fled across
the Taiwan Strait. Most of the world does not
formally recognize Taiwan as a condition of
maintaining relations with China. Sao Tome and
Taiwan broke ties last week, leaving 21 coun-
tries and governments, mostly in Latin America
and the Caribbean, that have official ties with
Taiwan. Taiwanese Foreign Minister David Lee
last week accused Sao Tome of demanding “an
astronomical amount of financial help,” though
he did not say how much.

Sao Tome and Principe is an island nation off
the coast of central Africa with a population of
almost 200,000. The impoverished former
Portuguese colony relies heavily on foreign aid.
Beijing suspended its relationship with Sao
Tome in 1997 after the island nation estab-
lished diplomatic ties with Taiwan.

In re-establishing relations with Beijing,
Botelho said yesterday, “We want to redeem
our mistakes in the past.” He said he hoped that
more Chinese businesses would invest in his

country and more Chinese tourists would visit.
As its economic, military and political clout has
grown, China has become more successful in
pulling away governments in a bid to diplomat-
ically isolate Taiwan, though some countries,
including the United States, maintain strong
unofficial ties with Taipei.

Relations have worsened between Beijing
and Taipei since independence -leaning
Taiwanese President Tsai Ing-wen was elected
in January. In March, China established formal
diplomatic ties with the small African nation of
Gambia, which had severed relations with
Taiwan in 2013. That was seen as a move
toward abandoning the unspoken diplomatic
truce between the sides that lasted eight years
under Tsai’s China-friendly predecessor.

Beijing suspended contact with the main
Taiwan liaison body in June, blaming Tsai’s
refusal to endorse the concept of a single
Chinese nation. While just a few countries and
governments still have official ties with Taiwan,
Beijing is eager to play up its latest addition
after Trump suggested he might not adhere to
the policy that recognizes only one China
unless the US gains trade or other benefits,
analysts say.

Wang Dong, a professor of international
relations at Peking University, said Monday’s re-
establishment of diplomatic ties was a warning
to Taiwan that Beijing has “a lot of counter-
measures” up its sleeve should they pursue
independence, as well as a warning to the
United States. —AP

China resumes ties with Sao 
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TOKYO: Japan’s Prime Minister Shinzo Abe (center) speaks to reporters
before departure for Hawaii at Tokyo’s Haneda airport yesterday. Abe
departed yesterday for Hawaii where he will visit Pearl Harbor with US
President Barack Obama as the two countries highlight decades of post-
World War II reconciliation. —AFP

TAIPEI: A group of Chinese warships led
by the country ’s sole aircraft carrier
entered the top half of the South China
Sea yesterday after passing south of
Taiwan, the self-ruled island’s Defence
Ministry said of what China has termed a
routine exercise.

The move comes amid renewed ten-
sion over Taiwan, which Beijing claims as
its own, ineligible for state-to-state rela-
tions, following US President-elect
Donald Trump’s telephone call with the
island’s president that upset Beijing. The
Soviet-built Liaoning aircraft carrier has
taken part in previous exercises, includ-
ing some in the South China Sea, but
China is years away from perfecting carri-
er operations similar to those the United
States has practised for decades.

Taiwan’s Defence Ministry said the car-
rier, accompanied by five vessels, passed
southeast of the Pratas Islands, which are
controlled by Taiwan, heading southwest.

The carrier group earlier passed 90
nautical miles south of Taiwan’s south-
ernmost point via the Bashi Channel,
between Taiwan and the Philippines.
“Staying vigilant and flexible has always
been the normal method of maintaining
airspace security,” said ministry
spokesman Chen Chung-chi, declining to
say whether Taiwan fighter jets were
scrambled or if submarines had been
deployed.

Chen said the ministry was continuing
to “monitor and grasp the situation”.

Senior Taiwan opposition Nationalist
lawmaker Johnny Chiang said the
Liaoning exercise was China’s signal to
the United States that it has broken
through the “first island chain”, an area
that includes Japan’s Ryukyu Islands and
Taiwan. In Beijing, Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokeswoman Hua Chunying
said people should not read too much
into what the carrier was up to, as its
movements were within the law.

“Our Liaoning should enjoy in accor-
dance with the law freedom of naviga-
tion and overflight as set by international
law, and we hope all sides can respect
this right of China’s,” she told a daily news
briefing. Influential state-run Chinese
tabloid the Global Times said the exercise
showed how the carrier was improving
its combat capabilities and that it should
now sail even further afield.

“The Chinese fleet will cruise to the
Eastern Pacific sooner or later. When
China’s aircraft carrier fleet appears in off-
shore areas of the US one day, it will trig-
ger intense thinking about maritime
rules,” the newspaper said in an editorial.
China has been angered recently by US
naval patrols near islands that China
claims in the South China Sea. This
month, a Chinese navy ship seized a US
underwater drone in the South China
Sea. China later returned it. Japan said
late on Sunday it had spotted six Chinese
naval vessels including the Liaoning trav-
elling through the passage between
Miyako and Okinawa and into the Pacific.

Japan’s top government spokesman
said yesterday the voyage showed
China’s expanding military capability and
Japan was closely monitoring it. China’s
air force conducted long-range drills this
month above the East and South China
Seas that rattled Japan and Taiwan. China
said those exercises were also routine.
Last December, the defence ministry
confirmed China was building a second
aircraft carrier but its launch date is
unclear. The aircraft carrier program is a
state secret.

Beijing could build multiple aircraft
carriers over the next 15 years, the
Pentagon said in a report last year. China
claims most of the South China Sea
through which about $5 trillion in ship-
borne trade passes every year. Neighbors
Brunei, Malaysia, the Philippines, Taiwan
and Vietnam also have claims. —Reuters

Chinese aircraft carrier 

enters South China Sea

BEIJING: Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi (right) shakes hands with his Sao Tome
counterpart Urbino Botelho after signing an agreement in Beijing yesterday. —AFP



N E W S
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 27, 2016

Continued from Page 1

Some opposition groups still boycotted last month’s
polls for the same reason, but a majority of the opposition
groups returned to the fray and won nearly half of the 50
seats. The opposition says that the change in the electoral
law in 2012 divided the country on tribal, sectarian and
family lines, and is preparing proposals to amend it.

Meanwhile, the constitutional court yesterday
ordered the opening of a number of ballot boxes of last
month’s polls from the fourth constituency to examine
petitions against the results. The court on Sunday
ordered the opening of several boxes from the second

and third constituencies. The court will sit again today
and in late January to issue its rulings on this issue.

The rapporteur of the Assembly’s public funds pro-
tection committee MP Abdulwahab Al-Babtain said the
panel has set its priority list, and it will start discussing
alleged wrongdoing in distribution of state farms, state
funds invested in Kuwait and Gulf Link Co (KGL) and the
issue of Kuwait Investment Authority (KIA). Other issues
to be discussed include the Shell contract and the pro-
posed sale of 50 percent of government-owned compa-
nies. Babtain said the committee will also discuss the
Jaber Stadium, Jaber Causeway, the Kuwaiti loan to
Russia and other issues.

MP proposes redrawing of electoral...

Continued from Page 1

“The number of Saudis proven to be in conflict areas
is 2,093,” interior ministry spokesman General Mansour
Al-Turki told daily newspaper Al-Hayat. He said that
1,540 of them were in Syria, where militants have
flocked since the Islamic State group seized control of
vast areas in mid-2014.

Another 147 were in Yemen, which is the base of Al-
Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula, considered by
Washington as the most dangerous affiliate of the glob-
al terror network. Another 31 were believed to be in
Afghanistan or Pakistan, Turki said. Only five were
believed to be in neighboring Iraq, where IS also seized
significant territory in 2014. Turki said 73 Saudis had
also been detained abroad “on charges related to acts of
terrorism”.— Agencies 

Filipina jailed for joining IS

Continued from Page 1

And today, it’s paid off.” “He’s a hero,” said Denis
Gourlan, 64, among the crowd quayside to welcome
Coville. “It’s really extraordinary what he’s done,” he added.

Joyon had initially set the record for the single-handed

round the world effort in 2004 before Britain’s Ellen
MacArthur beat his mark the following year. Joyon then
reclaimed the mark in 2008. Coville’s record will stand at
least until next year when his compatriot, Francois Gabart,
the winner of the 2012/2013 Vendee globe, will set out to
lower his impressive record. — AFP 

Hero’s welcome for French sailor 

In this Dec 19, 2016 photo, an Iranian shepherd brings back his herd from grasslands in the Talesh mountain area, close to the Caspian Sea, some 430 km northeast of Tehran. Villagers leave their wood-
en cottages in cold seasons due to heavy snowfall, returning in late spring to host tourists.—  AP 

WASHINGTON: The White House orchestrated a “gang-up”
against Israel on last week’s UN settlement vote, its ambassa-
dor to Washington said yesterday, in the latest sign of anger
between the longtime allies. Israel’s ambassador Ron Dermer
said in an interview with CNN that his government plans to
show evidence of the alleged US maneuvering in due time.
“What is outrageous is that the United States was actually
behind that gang-up. I think it was a very sad day, really a
shameful chapter,” the Israeli diplomat told CNN.

“We have clear evidence of it. We will present that evi-
dence to the new administration through the appropriate
channels. And if they want to share it with the US people
they’re welcome to do it,” Dermer said, adding that the Israeli
government is “deeply disappointed” with Washington over
the UN vote. On Friday, the UN Security Council passed a reso-
lution demanding that “Israel immediately and completely
cease all settlement activities in the occupied Palestinian terri-
tory, including east Jerusalem.”

The United States - which has a veto - refrained from cast-
ing its vote, enabling the adoption of the measure, the first
resolution since 1979 to condemn Israel over its settlement
policy. Dermer accused the Obama administration of helping
Palestinians “wage a diplomatic and legal war against Israel”.
They do not want to negotiate peace with us, which is why
they’ve avoided negotiations for eight years,” he said. “What
do the Palestinians want? What they want is to blame Israel for
the lack of peace and to internationalize the conflict,” Dermer
continued. “What this resolution just did is it gave the
Palestinians ammunition in their diplomatic and legal war
against Israel. And the US not only didn’t stop it, they were
behind it.”

Obama’s soon-to-be successor, president-elect Donald
Trump, who has campaigned on a promise to recognize

Jerusalem as Israel’s capital, slammed the position taken by
the White House. Trump, who last week said Washington
should have used its veto to block the resolution, has chosen
as ambassador to Israel the hardliner David Friedman, who
has said Washington will not pressure Israel to curtail settle-
ment building in the occupied West Bank.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu summoned US
Ambassador Daniel Shapiro Sunday to express his displeas-
ure. An official Israeli source confirmed only that Netanyahu
and Shapiro had met, without elaborating on the content or
outcome of their discussions. The text was passed with sup-
port from all remaining members of the 15-member council,
with applause breaking out in the chamber.

The Haaretz daily’s website said that for Israel to summon
an American ambassador was “considered a most unusual
step”. “Even more unusual is the fact that unlike the other
envoys who were summoned on Sunday to the foreign min-
istry, Netanyahu will conduct the conversation himself at his
office,” it said ahead of the meeting. - AFP 

US led UN ‘gang-up’ on 

Israel vote: Ambassador

Ron Dermer



THE LEADING INDEPENDENT
DAILY IN THE ARABIAN GULF

ESTABLISHED 1961

Founder and Publisher 
YOUSUF S. AL-ALYAN

Editor-in-Chief
ABD AL-RAHMAN AL-ALYAN

EDITORIAL : 24833199-24833358-24833432
ADVERTISING : 24835616/7
FAX : 24835620/1
CIRCULATION : 24833199 Extn. 163
ACCOUNTS : 24835619
COMMERCIAL : 24835618

P.O.Box 1301 Safat,13014 Kuwait.
E MAIL :info@kuwaittimes.net
Website: www.kuwaittimes.net

All articles appearing on these pages
are the personal opinion of the writ-
ers. Kuwait Times takes no responsi-
bility for views expressed therein.
Kuwait Times invites readers to voice
their opinions. Please send submis-
sions via email to: opinion@kuwait-
times.net or via snail mail to PO Box
1301 Safat, Kuwait. The editor
reserves the right to edit any submis-
sion as necessary.

Save us before we die from the cold, read the email
in Father Zoltan Nemeth’s inbox. It was an appeal
that this Hungarian priest could not ignore. The

SOS was sent by an asylum-seeker, one of 14 relocated
from a refugee camp earmarked for closure near
Budapest to what they say are freezing military tents in
Kormend close to the Austrian border. Nemeth, the
Catholic parish priest in Kormend, a town of around
12,000 souls some 230 km west of Budapest, quickly
offered them shelter in the parish community hall.

“I’m not a hero, it was simply my duty as a committed
Christian to help,” the bespectacled and portly 61-year-
old told AFP in the parish house next door where he lives.
But Nemeth calls his stance a “lonely” one in a country led
by the fiercely anti-migrant Prime Minister Viktor Orban.
In 2015 Orban built fences on Hungary’s borders to keep
out migrants, and changed laws enabling the expulsion
and jailing of “illegal border crossers”. Refugee camps are
being closed while a government referendum in October
urged Hungarians to vote “No” to the EU’s plan to relocate
migrants around the bloc. The ballot however was
declared invalid because of low voter turnout. “Hungary
doesn’t need a single migrant,” Orban has said, warning
that the “poison” of mass migration will destroy Europe’s
Christian identity.

‘I follow Jesus’ (PBUH)
According to Nemeth however Orban’s referendum

campaign, with nationwide billboard posters that
linked migrants to terrorism and crime, had an “anti-
Gospel message”. “I follow Jesus, not the state’s leaders,”
he told AFP, citing a passage from the Bible: “For I was
hungry and you gave me something to eat... I was a
stranger and you invited me in.” The priest says his
inspiration is Pope Francis who has regularly defended
migrants and called on Europe to keep its doors open
to those in need. Upstairs in the parish hall, priest vest-
ments hang on racks at one end, while mattresses and
rucksacks line the walls. Greeted with bear hugs when
he goes upstairs to chat to the asylum-seekers, Nemeth
says a three-year period in South America as a mission-
ary taught him to “disregard religion, race, or class, and
only see the person”. The group of young men, all
awaiting decisions on appeals of rejected asylum
claims, is comprised of Iraqi Kurds, Afghans,
Cameroonians, Nigerians, Cubans and a Congolese.
They include both Christians and Muslims. 

‘Non-Christian’ 
But Hungarian Catholic Church leaders have

remained silent so far about his gesture, with only two
priests nationwide backing him, neither publically, says
Nemeth. During the peak of the migrant crisis last
September when thousands were entering through the
country each day, Hungarian Cardinal Peter Erdo even
said hosting migrants could legally amount to “human-
trafficking”. In Kormend some parishioners have
accused Nemeth of being “non-Christian” or “anti-
Hungarian”. “One even stopped me on the street to
warn that the migrants will kill me as a jihadist did Pere
Hamel in France,” the 85-year-old priest murdered in
July, Nemeth told AFP. In his office though, amid
Christmas food packages for delivery to the parish’s sick
and poor, he points to many messages of support on
his computer that he has received from people around
the country, churchgoers and atheists alike. 

‘With humanity or not’
Media have not been allowed into the nearby com-

plex of military tents but several of the migrants
showed AFP photographs they took of conditions
inside. The only heating is a wood-fired stove, they say.
“One of us had to stay awake all night to keep feeding it
with wood to keep warm,” said the Cameroonian who
wrote the email to the priest, but asked not to be
named. Hungary’s Immigration Office told AFP in an
email that the conditions in Kormend comply with all
EU and international regulations. 

A local refugee rights group meanwhile has
slammed the tent camp as “inadequate and inhuman”.
“The unwelcoming message is clear, it gives asylum-
seekers no choice but to leave the country,” Aniko
Bakonyi of the Hungarian Helsinki Committee told AFP.
According to the official data, almost 30,000 migrants
sought asylum in Hungary this year, but less than 400
have received some form of protected status.

Nemeth says attitudes in Austria, just a dozen kilo-
metres down the road, have hardened too, especially
after attacks like in Paris or Berlin. “But at least the camp
conditions there are dignified. This migration crisis is
not over, the question is how we receive people who
come, with humanity or not.” — AFP 
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As the world battles a spike in assaults and plots by mili-
tants, Indonesia’s anti-terrorism unit is drawing praise
for stemming a wave of bloody attacks in the sprawling

Muslim-majority nation. Indonesia has foiled at least 15
attacks this year alone and made more than 150 arrests, dis-
rupting plots ranging from suicide attacks in Jakarta to a rock-
et attack from Indonesia’s Batam island targeting Singapore.

Going back to 2010, a Reuters analysis of data shows the
elite unit, Special Detachment 88 (Densus 88), has prevented
at last 54 plots or attacks in the nation of 250 million people,
the world’s fourth largest. “Densus 88 has become better than
pretty well any other counter-terrorism group in the world,”
said Greg Barton, a terrorism export and research professor in
Global Islamic Politics at Alfred Deakin Institute in Melbourne.
“They have had an incredible workload and they have
become remarkably good at what they do.”

In the last six years, there has been only one major attack
in Indonesia that caused civilian deaths, when assailants hit a
Jakarta mall and police post with gunfire and bombs, result-
ing in the deaths of three Indonesians and a dual Algerian-
Canadian national. All four attackers were also killed in the
January 2016 attack. Between 2002 to 2009, there were nine
major attacks by militants, leaving 295 dead and hundreds of
others wounded. Since its formation in 2002, the unit has put
a premium on clandestine intelligence gathering. Now much
of that intelligence work is done online, by infiltrating and
monitoring chat rooms, social media and messaging apps
popular with militants.

Self-Sufficient
Few details about Densus 88 are publicly available. “We

built our organization to learn from the enemy,” said a senior
counter-terrorism officer who provided some insight into the
working of the unit but spoke on condition of anonymity.
Created in the aftermath of the deadly 2002 Bali bombings
that killed more than 200 people, Densus 88 has about 400 to
500 members, state-of-the-art weaponry and training, said
another official. It has received more than $200 million of fund-
ing from Western allies such as Australia and the United States.
The unit is headed by a task force, a core of 30 or so senior
members, said the Indonesian law enforcement source. “Many
of them possess doctorates and have specialties like psycholo-
gy and social behavior,” the source added. “They are not like
regular police.” The black clad, heavily armed members of
Densus 88 sometimes seen during raids on suspected militant
hideouts make up a small proportion of the unit, officials say.

Far more personnel are dedicated to gathering intelligence in
the field and monitoring communications and online activity.
There is also a large team of investigators analyzing that intelli-
gence and forensically examining explosives and other evi-

dence. Sidney Jones, the director of Institute for Policy Aanalysis
of Conflict (IPAC), said the key to Densus 88’s success lies in its
intelligence gathering. “They know the radical networks and
have a good set of informers,” she said.  “It is unparalleled in
terms of its ability to understand the sources of possible threats.”

Strategic Interrogation
Densus 88 has long been accused by human rights groups

of abuses, including beatings of alleged separatists and
Islamist suspects. Indonesia’s National Human Rights
Commission has identified 121 terrorism suspects who have
died in custody since 2007 but the police routinely deny using
torture or inappropriate force in interrogation. Amnesty
International said earlier this year there was an “endemic cul-
ture of impunity” in Indonesia’s police service and a need for
an investigation into the “torture” of suspects by Densus 88.

However, Barton said the unit has adopted a unique, “strate-
gic” approach to interrogations that aids intelligence gather-
ing. Suspects were kept at police stations rather than in jails
and allowed to meet their families. “They sit down and listen to
their story,” Barton said.  

“They get them talking and that’s an effective way of get-
ting intelligence.” Despite Densus 88’s recent successes, the
worry is that the militant threat to Indonesia is mounting as
Islamic State fighters return battle-hardened from Syria and
Iraq. The ultra-radical group also commands support from
some Indonesians who have stayed at home. About 800
Indonesians have travelled to Syria to join Islamic State and
169 have been stopped en route and deported, according to
Indonesia’s national counter-terrorism agency.

In the past two months alone, there have been 40 arrests,
and at least six attacks foiled, according to the Reuters study,
which collated data with the assistance of IPAC staff. At least
two of the attacks were planned for New Year’s Eve, police
said. Many of these plots have been linked to Islamic State,
with police alleging they were inspired, if not directed, by
Bahrun Naim, an Indonesian militant who fled to Syria about
two years ago. “These new homegrown terrorists and the local
jihadists have never gone abroad. But with the advent of the
Internet age and technologies like social media, it’s easier to
make bombs and explosives to do operations,” said the law
enforcement source. — Reuters

When her father’s lung cancer worsened, Yin Min, a
51-year-old financial broker from Shanghai, faced
a choice: pay nearly $3,000 a month for an

approved drug or pay a fraction of the price for a generic
drug not approved for use in China. Yin, like many families
in China, turned to the increasingly popular, unregulated
market of online pharmacies, agents and peer groups for
drugs. She bought a generic version of Iressa, not
approved for use in China, directly from a manufacturer in
India. “With this sort of misfortune, it’s hard to put into
words the financial pressure you feel,” Yin told Reuters.

Of 30 cancer patients interviewed by Reuters over the
past year, two thirds took routes similar to Yin’s, pushed by
China’s high drug prices and a lack of access to newer
drugs. The patients were aged between 32 and 81, had
varying income levels and suffered from a variety of can-
cers. There is no official data on how many cancer patients
in China turn to unregulated channels, but research indi-
cates an increase globally in the use of grey and counter-
feit markets.

Liu Xuemei, a 61-year-old carcinoma patient from
Beijing, said she went through a pharmacy agent to get a
cheaper alternative to the approved Zadaxin, while Zhao
Xiaohua, who has lung cancer, said he found a cheaper
treatment through a patients group recommended by his
doctor. Patients Reuters spoke to said doctors often turn a
blind eye to them accessing drugs through the grey mar-
ket, and some actively help them do this. Medicines
bought through unofficial channels are not necessarily
harmful, and some of the Indian generics available online
are approved for use in other markets. 

But they can include drugs that are ineffective or fake.
The reason patients in China turn to these unregulated
channels are largely financial. Low average salaries, a
chasm between urban and rural wealth, and creaking state
reimbursement schemes mean serious disease is among

the leading causes of poverty, creating a major social bur-
den and rising debt.

In Yin’s case, the generic drug she bought was 13 times
less expensive than the China-approved branded Tarceva.
But Chinese also turn to unofficial channels because of
bottlenecks in China’s drug approvals, which pharmaceuti-
cal executives say can mean drugs lag markets like the
United States by 5-10 years. China requires all new drugs to
be tested and approved in the country, but has a shortage
of specialists for this work.

The national drug reimbursement list, the main catalog
of medicines covered by state health insurance, is being
updated for the first time since 2009. That means even if a
drug has been approved, patients can often only access it if
they pay for it themselves. 

China’s health ministry did not respond to Reuters’
questions about patients turning to unregulated channels
to buy medicines, or the lack of access to new drugs. The
high cost of drugs is not confined to China, and there has
been a jump globally in so-called ‘buyers clubs’ - informal
patient groups sourcing drugs via the grey market to help
those with HIV and hepatitis access drugs at more afford-
able prices.

Limited Options
China last year had four million new cancer cases,

according to official data, and the nation’s personal health-
care bill is set to soar almost fourfold to 12.7 trillion yuan
($1.84 trillion) by 2025, according to Boston Consulting
Group. For many Chinese, being left outside the health sys-
tem at a time of need is in sharp contrast to the ‘iron rice
bowl’ concept of state benefits and guarantees for life. “If
we can’t buy the drug in China or we can’t afford to buy it,
then what other options do we have?” asked Duan
Guangping, a banker in Chongqing, whose mother got
lung cancer in 2011. He bought a drug for her from

Bangladesh. China has sought to increase insurance cover-
age for serious diseases, and encourage drug makers to
lower their prices to gain better market access. It has also
tried to speed up the regulatory approval process by thin-
ning out the waiting list, forcing manufacturers to with-
draw new drugs where trial data isn’t strong enough.

But change has been slow. “A lot of new oncology drugs
were approved in the US and UK, but in China there’s a 5-7
year delay,” said Li Tiantian, a former doctor and founder of
medical platform DXY.com. “A lot of patients with cancer
cannot wait.” The overall 5-year survival rate for cancer in
China is just over 30 percent, less than half the level in the
United States, according to Deutsche Bank.

Legal Risk
Turning to unofficial channels can also carry a legal risk.

Leukemia patient Lu Yong, a prominent member of a local
‘buyers club’, was arrested last year and charged with sell-
ing unapproved drugs and credit card fraud. He was later
released after a public outcry. In 2004, after buying a
generic version of Iressa from India, Lu helped set up an
online group for leukemia patients, who wanted the same
drugs he was getting at a fraction of the price of the
approved drug in China.

The generic started at around 3,000 yuan ($435) and the
price slowly dropped over the years, Lu said - to a long way
below the price of the approved drug from AstraZeneca. 

“There was no other option, so we took this path even
though what we were doing was against the law,” Lu told
Reuters before his arrest. Lu declined to comment to
Reuters after his release, but in his earlier interview he said
he never profited from the transactions and only helped
other patients to make the complicated overseas pay-
ments. “It’s because of problems with China’s public health
insurance system that so many seriously ill patients aren’t
able to survive,” he said then. — Reuters 

China cancer patients gamble on grey market

Elite Indonesia police turn tide on militants

Officers of the Indonesian national police elite unit “Mobile Brigade” take their positions during a drill ahead of
Christmas celebration in Medan, North Sumatra on Dec 21, 2016. — AP 



LONDON: Liverpool star Roberto Firmino has been charged with drink driv-
ing after being arrested in the early hours of Christmas Eve. Firmino was
stopped by police while driving in Liverpool city centre on December 24 and
was later charged with the offence.  “Merseyside Police has charged a 25-
year-old man with drink driving after his car was
stopped in Liverpool city centre in the early hours of
Saturday, December 24 2016,” a Merseyside Police
spokesperson told the Guardian yesterday.
“Roberto Firmino, from Liverpool, will appear at
Liverpool City Magistrates Court on January 31.” Brazil
forward Firmino, 25, is currently preparing for
Liverpool’s Premier League clash against Stoke at
Anfield on Tuesday.  His court date could prove a prob-
lem however as it is scheduled for the same day that
Liverpool play title rivals Chelsea at Anfield. Firmino
is a key member of Jurgen Klopp’s side and has
scored 17 goals, including six this season, in 67
appearances since joining Liverpool from
Hoffenheim in July 2015. — AFP
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MADRID: Spanish energy firm Acciona said yesterday it will
compete in the Dakar Rally next month in Latin America for
the third straight year with the only electric vehicle of the gru-
elling off-road race. “Next January in Asuncion (Paraguay) we
will once again cross the starting line of the Dakar, and we will
again be the only zero emissions vehicle,” the company said in
a statement. “We compete in Dakar 2017 with an electric vehi-
cle because we believe 100% in the potential of renewable
energy,” it added on the Facebook page of its Dakar Rally team.
Some 316 vehicles, including 83 cars and 146 motorbikes, are
registered for the 39th Dakar Rally, which will be staged over
nearly 9,000 kilometres (5,600 miles) from January 2-14 in
Argentina, Bolivia and Paraguay. The race will set off from the
Paraguayan capital of Asuncion, with race sporting director
Marc Coma promising “the toughest edition in the history of
South American rally-raiding”. Acciona entered its car in the
2015 Dakar Rally, making it the first zero-emissions vehicle to
compete in the event, but it pulled out after just three days
due to a navigation system malfunction. —AFP

Acciona returns to Dakar 
Rally with electric car

LEICESTER: Leicester City’s owners distributed around 30,000 Jamie Vardy masks
ahead of their game against Everton yesterday in protest at the England striker’s
three-game suspension. Vardy was banned by the Football Association after
being sent off for a two-footed challenge on Mame Biram Diouf during champi-

ons Leicester’s recent 2-2 draw at Stoke City. Leicester had an appeal
against the punishment rejected, which Thai chairman Vichai

Srivaddhanaprabha described as “unfair”. Prior to the game, pic-
tures circulated on social media showing rows of Vardy masks
placed on the blue seats at Leicester’s King Power Stadium ahead
of their home game with Everton. Television footage showed

Vardy jokingly putting a mask over his face after taking his seat
in the directors’ box. He then gestured to suspended

team-mates Robert Huth and Christian Fuchs, sitting
alongside him, both of whom laughed. FA chair-

man Greg Clarke was also due to attend the
match. Leicester go into the game 15th in

the Premier League table, three points
above the relegation zone. — AFP

Leicester make masked 
protest over Vardy ban

Firmino charged 
with drink driving

A group photo

KUWAIT: VIVA, Kuwait’s fastest-growing and
most developed telecom operator, organ-
ized a closing ceremony for VIVA Real
Madrid and VIVA United Soccer Schools
2016. Ceremony included an exciting friend-
ly match between both academies at
Corner field near Kuwait Towers. Players’
parents, relatives and friends were present
amid large audience.

Field’s exciting atmosphere was similar to
the Old Trafford stadium and the Santiago
Bernabeu stadium, and players showed
individual high skills, and VIVA Real Madrid’s
team won 2-0.

Commenting on this occasion,

Abdulrazzaq Al-Essa, Corporate
Communications Director at VIVA said: “We
are honored at VIVA to have been able to
support these young athletes in bringing
them closer to their dream of becoming
professional football players. And this cere-
mony was organized in recognition of their
commitment and passion.”

Real Madrid Soccer School players (16)
participated in training camp in September
2016, at Real Madrid Academy’s ground in
Valdebebas sport city. Manchester United
Soccer School players (16) participated in
training camp at Manchester United’s Cliff
Training ground, in July 2016. The training

program included several workshops and
activities educating the players on the best
maneuvers, attacks, different scenarios and
conditioned games. The program also
focused on different technical areas, such as
dribbling, short passing, turning and finish-
ing. At the end, Al-Essa recognized all play-
ers, coaches and referees.

VIVA announced its sponsorship for
Manchester United in 2011 for five years,
and for Real Madrid in 2014 for five years as
well, to offer the opportunity to the fans of
both teams to be closer to the most famous
soccer teams in the word through exclusive
offers and promotions. 

VIVA concludes Real Madrid &
Man Utd soccer schools ceremony

Al-Essa honoring Al-Falah, Al-Yasin and Al-Shimmiri.

KUWAIT: Ahli United Bank (AUB)
announced yesterday that it has organized
the “Ali Mansour Al Sarraf” football tourna-
ment amongst its employees from various
departments and branches. The competi-
tion, which runs from the 18th-22nd
December, is taking place at the football
pitch located at the Kuwaiti Lawyers
Association. The tournament reflects the
Bank’s overall commitment to a diversified
range of sports activities, catering for its
employees, developing their health as well
as nurturing a healthy competitive environ-
ment. 

The tournament has been hold for 4
hours daily throughout the duration of the
competition from 6:00 pm - 10:00 pm,
where a number of the Bank’s employees
from Head Office and  branches will com-
pete to win the tournament’s cup. Teams
have been formed of 6 players including a
goalkeeper.. 

Naqeeb Amin AUB’s General manager of
Human Resources said, “The competition
comes as part of our core belief that our
employees’ own health and safety is of
paramount importance to the Bank, and
are at the same time our most important
asset that we continue to invest in. To that

extent, we have launched this initiative
which is in line with the Bank’s overall
social responsibility drive, and its approach
towards sponsoring a diversified range of
sports activities, internally and externally.
Furthermore, it serves to nurture a healthy
competitive environment amongst work-
ing teams.” 

Amin added, “The competition aim at
communicating a clear message about the
importance of practicing different sports,
while also encouraging employees to man-
age their own health to benefit their per-
sonal as well as professional lives, and the
wider society. The competition has been
named “Ali Mansour Al Sarraf” after a mem-
ber of staff in commemoration to his long
service at the Bank, which has amounted to
63 years. The Bank embarked on this initia-
tive to encourage employees from various
departments come together The activity
also provides the chance for female
employees to compete in the tournament. 

AUB has been a leader and strong advo-
cate of sports activities, while supporting
Kuwaiti athletes in international arenas. The
Bank recently supported special needs ath-
letes in the latest Paralympics which took
place in Brazil. 

KUWAIT: Ali Mansour Al Sarraf,  Amer Najem the head of branches at AUB and  Mrs
Mariam Al-Mudhaf the head of employees relations  celebrate with winner team .

AUB organise Ali Mansour 
Al Sarraf football tourney

SYDNEY: The favourite supermaxis led the
fleet out of Sydney Harbour heading for Hobart
yesterday as a fine weather forecast brought a
new record back into sight at the start of one of
the toughest yacht races in the world.

Under a blazing azure sky, hundreds of
leisure boats lined the course to the Heads
watched by masses of spectators on the shore-
line as a fresh north-easterly sped the fastest
yachts-all 100-footers-ahead of the 80-odd
smaller vessels entered for Australia’s bluewa-
ter classic. Skipper Anthony Bell’s Perpetual
LOYAL was the first into open ocean followed
by Hong Kong-owned Scallywag, and local
race favourite Wild Oats XI trailed by the

untested CQS of Finn Ludde Ingvall, who took
line honours in 2000 and 2004.

As they flew south down the coast under
spinnaker touching 26 knots in freshening
northerly winds Wild Oats edged into an early
lead, heading into a weak southerly change
due to move through late on Boxing Day.

The Bureau of Meteorology said the
southerly will be lighter than previously fore-
cast at around 10 to 15 knots and on Tuesday
winds will back around to the north again, far
earlier than expected.

In the race for line honours, conditions
favour the slim Wild Oats, which set the record
of 1 day 18hrs 23mins 12secs for the gruelling

628-nautical-mile (1,163 kilometre) event in
2012. Skippper Mark Richards said he’s not
thinking about records, but rival David Witt, at
the helm of Hong Kong businessman Seng
Huang Lee’s entrant, Scallywag, certainly is.

“If I had to write a forecast for us, it would be
this one,” he said. “Light air just forward of the
beam really suits us.” Witt said Scallywag could
break Wild Oats’ race record. “Our routing puts
us at the Iron Pot (mouth of Tasmania’s
Derwent River) in 1 day 11 hours. That gives us
7 hours to do 14 miles and beat the record.”

Rival Bell on Perpetual LOYAL, the leading
challenger to Wild Oats, was less pleased with
Monday’s forecast noting that his heavier and
powerful super maxi needs as much time to
windward as it can get rather than the light
southerly now predicted.

“We’ll have to be a lot more tactical and
bear more risk to use the better points of our
boat. We’ll have to sail away from the fleet to
find more power reaching that will give us bet-
ter boat speed,” Bell said.

‘STILL EARLY STAGES’
In a bid to be more competitive, Perpetual

has brought in half the world-class crew of last
year’s winner, the US super boat Comanche,
which is not entered for 2016.  

Aboard the hi-tech CQS, which slipped back
to eighth, Ingvall reported: “We are somewhat
underpowered at the moment, all the others
have spinnakers and we do not, but it is still ear-
ly stages.” Organisers at the Cruising Yacht Club
of Australia said the hardest part of this year’s
race would likely be the Tasmanian Coast and
the fickle Derwent River leading to Hobart’s
Constitution Dock where windless holes can
halt a boat for hours, while others sail through
on a breeze. Line honours for the fastest vessel
and the overall handicap winner could both be
decided on a becalmed Derwent. Last year’s
overall handicap winner, Australia’s 52-footer
Balance, is hoping for a second successive
crown for the TP52. The forecast stood in stark
contrast to 2015 when savage southerlies
forced dozens of boats to pull, including Wild
Oats. Storms are a regular hazard, with six men
dying, five boats sinking and 55 sailors rescued
on a fatal night in 1998 when a deep depres-
sion exploded over the Tasman Sea.

Within the first hours, the organisers report-
ed that two vessels had been forced to retire
with Freyja, a  71-year-old timber cruiser blow-
ing out her headsail just beyond the Heads and
Dare Devil breaking a rudder leaving 86 yachts
at sea. — AFP

Supermaxis eye race record as 
Sydney to Hobart speeds off

SYDNEY: Australian supermaxi yacht Perpetual Loyal sails through Sydney Harbour at the
start of the Sydney to Hobart yacht race in Sydney yesterday. — AFP

SYDNEY: Hong Kong supermaxi yacht Scallywag sails through Sydney Harbour at the start
of the Sydney to Hobart yacht race yesterday. —AFP
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NEW YORK: The WNBA is offering an
assist to players trying to stay safe while
traveling overseas.

The league has partnered with
LiveSafe, a safety communications plat-
form, to provide a mobile security app to
its 60-plus players competing in Russia,
Turkey, China and other countries this
offseason. The app debuted this week
and players are already signing up.

“This was a proactive effort to protect
our players and secure their personal
safety,” WNBA President Lisa Borders said
in a phone interview with The
Associated Press. “Our partner in this
endeavor is LiveSafe. It has multiple fea-
tures and functionality. It’s a real-time
way for our players to ask for help and
receive help in dangerous situations or
threatening environments.”

The app will allow the players to com-
municate directly with the league and its
security team. It also can send security

advisories and notifications to players
when they’re overseas, similar to what
one might get from the state depart-
ment. Borders said that the league’s
security team has been working with
LiveSafe on the app for a while, and that
it was not in reaction to any specific
threat to players.

“We live in a complicated time. We
live in a global environment,” Borders
said. “These young women are some of
the best athletes in the world. They are
citizens of that same world. They experi-
ence cultures and conflicts in the world.
We always want to make sure they are
safe. They are our primary stakeholder in
the league.”

Indiana Fever star Marissa Coleman is
in her third offseason playing in Turkey.
Last January, she left the area near the
Blue Mosque in Istanbul moments
before a suicide bombing occurred
there. “A guy walked by yelling bomb!

Bomb!” Coleman recalled. “We thought
he was toying with us, so we left, and
then my phone started buzzing. First
thing I saw was a CNN update that there
was a bomb outside the Blue Mosque.”

AWESOME
She welcomes the league’s security

initiative. “I think it’s awesome. It’s great
the league is doing that and showing
they care,” Coleman said. “It does get
scary over there. I’m home for the holi-
days, but the last 10 days before I came
home we had three bombings and the
assassination of the ambassador. It’s
good to know the WNBA is on top of
things and that if we need to get out of
there quick, we can.”

Coleman said she’s become more
worried about her safety with more time
in Turkey. “I’ve seen the progression of
how things are escalating. We stick out
like sore thumbs. You can’t avoid certain

things, and it does make you nervous,”
Coleman said. “I’m very hyper aware, vig-
ilant of my surroundings. You never
know.” Seattle Storm forward Alysha
Clark also has vast international playing
experience, spending five years in Israel
before heading to Turkey this year. She
was happy to have the league offer help.

“I’m glad the WNBA has introduced a
new app that offers real-time solutions
to address security and communication
needs for players competing interna-
tionally,” she said. “It has certainly given
us additional peace of mind.”

Borders is proud that the WNBA is the
first professional league to use the app
to support its players outside the U.S.

LiveSafe is used by a few NFL and
MLB stadiums. The company has been
around for 3 1/2 years and allows organi-
zations to customize within the plat-
form. “We are providing the software
and platform,” LiveSafe President and

CEO Carolyn Parent said. “Mobile brings
a whole level of convenience. If you
don’t know who to call or where do I go,
the app and platform dynamically will
know that. It will automatically route to
the security team.” —AP

WNBA offers players security app for safety overseas

SEATTLE: In this April 21, 2016, file
photo, WNBA president Lisa Borders
applauds at a Seattle Storm news con-
ference in Seattle.  — AP

CLEVELAND: Cleveland Cavaliers’ LeBron James, left, and Golden State Warriors’ Stephen Curry battle for a loose ball in the second half of an
NBA basketball game, Sunday in Cleveland. The Cavaliers won 109-108. — AP

LOS ANGELES: Kyrie Irving’s turnaround
jump shot over Klay Thompson with 3.4 sec-
onds left lifted the NBA champion Cleveland
Cavaliers to a 109-108 Christmas Day tri-
umph over the Golden State Warriors on
Sunday. The rematch of last June’s NBA Finals
headlined the league’s holiday slate, and did-
n’t disappoint. The Cavaliers-who rallied from
3-1 down in the championship series last
season to deny the Warriors a second
straight title-trailed most of the game and
were down by as many as 14 earlier in the
fourth quarter.

LeBron James’s rim-rattling dunk with 1:43
to play put Cleveland up 105-103 their first
lead since early in the first quarter-and Irving
capped the comeback with a clutch shot that
recalled his championship-winning three-
pointer in the final minute of game seven
last June. “He’s just a killer on the court,”
Cleveland coach Tyronn Lue said. A beaming
Irving said it was the perfect holiday treat.
“It’s nothing like the playoffs,” Irving said,
“but the intensity was up  there. This is what
you want to be a part of as a professional.”
Irving finished with 25 points, while James
had 31 points and 13 rebounds. 

Kevin Love had 20 points and six
rebounds for the Cavs. Kevin Durant, who
arrived at Golden State as a free agent in the
off-season, was superb in his first appear-
ance in the Warriors-Cavs rivalry. Durant
scored 36 points and pulled down 15
rebounds. But after Irving’s key basket he
was unable to get off a potentially game-
winning shot, getting tangled with Richard
Jefferson and hitting the floor. No foul was
called and time ran out.

“I was trying to make a move. I didn’t fall
on my own,” an irked Durant said. Thompson
scored 24 points and Draymond Green
added 16 despite foul trouble. NBA Most
Valuable Player Stephen Curry scored 15
points but connected on just four of 11 from
the floor. It was a modest showing for the
prolific Curry, but his three-pointer with 1:14
to play put Golden State up 108-105. Curry
gestured to the Cleveland crowd in celebra-
tion, but it proved to be too soon. “We’re
mad, man,” Thompson said. “The way we lost
that game, we gave them a gift.” 

THUNDER 112, TIMBERWOLVES 100
Russell Westbrook had 31 points and 15

assists in Oklahoma City ’s  victor y over
Minnesota. Westbrook had 10 assists in the
second half, but fell short of becoming the
first Thunder player to score at least 40
points in four straight games. Steven Adams
added 22 points, and Enes Kanter had 20.
Karl-Anthony Towns led Minnesota with 26
points, and Andrew Wiggins had 23.

LAKERS 111, CLIPPERS 102
Nick Young and Timofey Mozgov scored

19 points apiece as the Lakers snapped their
11-game losing streak in their rivalry with
the Clippers. Lou Williams and D’Angelo
Russell added 14 points each for the Lakers,
who hadn’t beaten their Staples Center co-
tenants since opening night of 2013-14. The
streak was t ied for  the Lakers’ longest
against  any team since moving to Los
Angeles a half-century ago, and it was the
Clippers’ longest active winning streak
against any opponent. But with Clippers cor-
nerstones Blake Griffin and Chris Paul side-
lined by injuries, the Lakers had a season-
high seven scorers in double digits. They
surged from a halftime deficit to an 18-point
lead during a dynamite third quarter for
their second win in 14 games.

CELTICS 119, KNICKS 114
Isaiah Thomas scored 27 points, Marcus

Smart made a tiebreaking 3-pointer with 47
seconds left after Boston blew a late lead,
and the Celtics beat New York. The Knicks
wiped out a late nine-point deficit with an
out-of-nowhere 11-2 run in a little more than
a minute, but Smart answered with his shot
and Avery Bradley and Al Horford also made
big defensive plays. Jae Crowder and Kelly
Olynyk each had 16 points to help the Celtics
win for the fifth time in six games. Carmelo
Anthony scored 29 points and Derrick Rose
had 25 for the Knicks. They fell to 22-29 in
their NBA-record 51 Christmas appearances.

SPURS 119, BULLS 100
LaMarcus Aldridge had a season-high 33

points  and San Antonio beat  Chicago.
Kawhi Leonard added 25 points and 10
rebounds, and Tony Parker had 13 points
and eight assists. Chicago rallied from a 20-
point deficit to lead by three points midway
through the third quarter but could not sus-
tain the push, taking its third straight loss.
Dwyane Wade led the Bulls with 24 points,
including 10 in the final quarter. Jimmy
Butler added 19 points. — Agencies

Irving’s jumper lifts 
Cavs over Warriors

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

W L PCT GB
Toronto 21 8 .724 -
Boston 18 13 .581 4
NY Knicks 16 14 .533 5.5
Philadelphia 7 22 .241 14
Brooklyn 7 22 .241 14

Central Division
Cleveland 23 6 .793 -
Milwaukee 14 14 .500 8.5
Indiana 15 16 .484 9
Chicago 14 16 .467 9.5
Detroit 14 18 .438 10.5

Southeast Division
Charlotte 17 13 .567 -
Atlanta 15 15 .500 2
Washington 13 16 .448 3.5
Orlando 14 18 .438 4
Miami 10 21 .323 7.5

Western Conference
Northwest Division

Oklahoma City 19 12 .613 -

Utah 18 13 .581 1

Portland 13 19 .406 6.5

Denver 12 18 .400 6.5

Minnesota 9 21 .300 9.5

Pacific Division
Golden State 27 5 .844 -

LA Clippers 22 10 .688 5

Sacramento 13 17 .433 13

LA Lakers 12 22 .353 16

Phoenix 9 21 .300 17

Southwest Division
San Antonio 25 6 .806 -

Houston 22 9 .710 3

Memphis 20 12 .625 5.5

New Orleans 11 21 .344 14.5

Dallas 9 21 .300 15.5

NBA Results/Standings
LA Lakers 111, LA Clippers 102; Oklahoma City 112, Minnesota 100; San Antonio 119, Chicago 100; Cleveland 109,
Golden State 108; Boston 119, NY Knicks 114.

NEW YORK: Pop quiz. Name the only team in
the NBA to not lose a game by double digits
this season.

Golden State? Nope.
San Antonio? Wrong.
Cleveland? Incorrect.

It’s the Toronto Raptors, who very quietly
have stayed right in the Cavaliers’ rearview
mirror in the Eastern Conference and look like
a club with the potential for another deep
playoff run.

At 21-8, the Raptors have separated them-
selves from the pack of those chasing one of
the top spots in the East. They weren’t part of
the NBA’s Christmas lineup, surely giving
Toronto fans more fuel for their nobody-
respects-us fires, and instead they’ll take a
franchise-record six-game road winning
streak into Monday night at Portland.

Toronto is a league-best 13-0 in games
decided by 10 points or more this season. All
other teams in the league have been beaten
by 10 or more at least three times already. The
Raptors’ largest margin of defeat so far is
eight points, and the average size of its eight
losses is 4.6 points.

“All the pretty 3-point shots and dunks
and all of that, that’s good,” Raptors coach
Dwane Casey said. “But when it gets to close-
game-time down the stretch, you’ve got to
have that competitive spirit. And that’s what
we’re trying to build on, that toughness when
it counts.” The Raptors took Cleveland to six
games in the Eastern Conference finals last
season. And while the Cavs have essentially
been preordained as the 2017 East champs,
Toronto thinks it has a better team this sea-
son than it did a year ago.

It’s early, but the Raptors lead the East and
rank No. 2 in the NBA in scoring differential -
9.4 points per game. They average fewer
turnovers than anyone in the NBA this sea-
son, have the second -best shooting percent-
age and make nearly 81 percent of their free
throws. “We’re not a finished product,” Casey
said. “There’s a lot we can improve on.”

VOTING BEGINS
Voting started Sunday for the NBA All-Star

Game and will continue through Jan. 16.
There are many ways to participate.
Fans can go to NBA.com/vote and cast a

ballot once every 24 hours or do the same
through the NBA app on their smartphones.
Those on Twitter and Facebook can vote by

listing a player ’s name with the hashtag
#NBAVOTE , or by searching for “NBA Vote All-
Star” on Google and filling out a voting card.

LeBron James and Dwyane Wade are in
line to be picked for the 13th time. Kobe
Bryant’s run as an 18-time All-Star ended with
his retirement after last season, and Chris
Bosh’s streak of 11 consecutive selections will
be halted while he continues dealing with
issues related to blood clots that have kept
him off the floor this season.

Starters will  be announced Jan. 19.
Reserves will be revealed on Jan. 26. The All-
Star Game is Feb. 19 in New Orleans.

THE WEEK AHEAD
Here’s some of the games to watch this week:

Oklahoma City at Miami, Tuesday: Only five
opposing players - Clyde Drexler, Magic
Johnson, Scottie Pippen, Andre Miller and
Rajon Rondo - have ever posted a triple-double
in Miami.  Could Russell Westbrook be next?

Toronto at Golden State, Wednesday:
Warriors won in Toronto 127-121 in
November, in one of the most fun games so
far this season. Here’s the rematch.

Chicago at Indiana, Friday: It’s rare to find
a 4 p.m. tip-off on the NBA schedule. The
Pacers host two such games this season, this
one with the Bulls and Jan. 16 against New
Orleans as part of the NBA’s Martin Luther
King Jr. Day lineup.

New York at Houston, Saturday: The
Rockets, who get minimal credit for anything
done defensively, held Kristaps Porzingis to 0-
for-4 shooting last month.

San Antonio at Atlanta, Sunday: Happy
New Year, Mike Budenholzer. It’s still strange
to see the former Spurs assistant coaching
against Gregg Popovich.

DECIDED EARLY
Detroit hasn’t played many down-to-the-

wire games this season. Out of the Pistons’
first 32 contests, 24 have been decided by at
least 10 points. And that’s a good thing for the
Pistons. They’re 13-11 in those games - and 1-
7 in games decided by nine points or less.

STAT LINE OF THE WEEK
Kyle Lowry, Toronto: He went 11 for 12 from

2-point range, 15 for 20 overall, in the Raptors’
104-98 win in Utah on Friday night. Lowry
scored 36 points and the only 2-pointer he
missed was a play at the rim where he thought
he was fouled in the second quarter. — AP

At 21-8, it might be time 
to keep an eye on Toronto

ABU DHABI: Kuwait’s Wheelchair team
was honored on Sunday as champion in
the concluding ceremony of the 8th
GCC Wheelchair Basketball
Championship, hosted in New York
University’s Abu Dhabi, after defeating
last night Saudi Arabia 62-56.

The Kuwaiti team with eight points
won the championship, followed by
Bahrain with six points after beating
UAE 52-47, while Oman took fifth place
with four points.

Kuwaiti player Yosif Ahmad Khalaf
won best scorer in the tournament, and
Bahraini Nabil Al-Dosari won best three-
point shooter award.

Kuwait ’s embassy First Secretary
Nasser Aba Al-Khail praised, in a state-

ment to KUNA, Kuwaiti team perform-
ance and achievement for the eight con-
secutive time.

For his part, Khalaf in a separate state-
ment to KUNA, said that such achieve-
ment by the team comes as a result of
cooperation and efforts exerted by the
players, administrators, and trainers. Last
night, following the win, Shafi Al-Hajri,
president of Kuwait Disabled Sport Club,
hailed Kuwaiti players’ performance
throughout the championship. For his
part, Ahmad Al-Shatti, the team’s assis-
tant coach, lauded the Kuwaiti team for
adherence by the directions and instruc-
tions made by the technical and admin-
istrative teams that contributed to win-
ing the match. — KUNA

Kuwait Wheelchair basketball 
team honored as champions

SAN ANTONIO: Chicago Bulls guard Dwyane Wade (3) chases the ball against San
Antonio Spurs guard Danny Green during the first half of an NBA basketball game,
Sunday, in San Antonio. — AP
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South Africa, first innings

S. Cook c Chandimal b Lakmal 59

D. Elgar c Chandimal b Lakmal 45

H. Amla c Chandimal b Lakmal 20

J. Duminy lbw b Herath 63

F. du Plessis c Karunaratne b Lakmal 37

T. Bavuma lbw b Herath 3

Q. de Kock not out 25

V. Philander not out 6

Extras (lb3, nb5, w1) 9

Total (6 wkts, 90 overs) 267

Fall of wickets: 1-104 (Cook), 2-105 (Elgar), 3-178 (Amla), 4-

213 (Duminy), 5-225 (Bavuma), 6-253 (Du Plessis).

Bowling: Lakmal 23-6-62-4, Pradeep 17-4-48-0 (2nb),

Mathews 13-5-26-0 (1w), Chameera 14-1-68-0 (3nb),

Herath 20-4-48-2, De Silva 3-0-12-0.

To bat: K. Maharaj, K. Abbott, K. Rabada

Sri Lanka: A. Mathews, K. Silva, D. Karunaratne, K. Mendis,

D. Chandimal, D. de Silva, K. Perera, R. Herath, S. Lakmal, N.

Pradeep, D. Chameera.

SCOREBOARD 
PORT ELIZABETH, South Africa: Scores at close on the first
day of the first Test between South Africa and Sri Lanka at St
George’s Park  yesterday.   

CHRISTCHURCH: Uncapped batsman
Tom Bruce has been called into New
Zealand’s Twenty20 squad for their
three-match series against Bangladesh
next month, while left arm pace bowler
Ben Wheeler has been recalled to the
national side.

The right-handed Bruce would pro-
vide a powerful hitting lineup for New
Zealand with the aggressive Martin

Guptill,  Colin Munro and Colin de
Grandhomme and Corey Anderson, who
has been selected solely as a batsman.
“Tom is one of the cleanest strikers of the
cricket ball in the country,” selector Gavin
Larsen said in a statement yesterday. “He
has averaged 76 at a strike-rate of 174
this season, so has proven himself to be a
very dangerous player. “Power is a critical
element to Twenty20 cricket, so to have

him alongside the likes of Martin, Corey
and the two Colins is an exciting
prospect.” Wheeler played six one day
internationals last year but not been
picked for New Zealand since. He has
been brought into the side with Tim
Southee being rested for the entire
series, while Trent Boult will miss the first
game in Napier on Jan. 3.

“Its been great to see Ben back play-

ing cricket and getting near his best,”
Larsen added. “He has put in a lot of hard
work to get to this point again, so were
looking forward to having him back in
the mix.

“Ben’s ability to swing the ball at a
decent clip can trouble any batsmen, as he
has shown in domestic cricket this season.”
Top-order batsman Ross Taylor was not
included as he continues to recover from

eye surgery last month. Larsen said he
was expected to be back for the test series
that begins on Jan. 12 in Wellington. New
Zealand Twenty20 squad: Kane Williamson
(captain), Corey Anderson, Trent Boult,
Tom Bruce, Colin de Grandhomme, Martin
Guptill, Lockie Ferguson, Matt Henry,
Colin Munro, Jimmy Neesham, Luke
Ronchi, Mitchell Santner, Ish Sodhi, Ben
Wheeler. — Reuters

Uncapped Bruce named in New Zealand T20 squad

CHRISTCHURCH: New Zealand’s Mitchell Santner attempts to catch Bangladesh’s Imrul Kayes during the one-day international cricket match
between New Zealand and Bangladesh at Hagley Park in Christchurch yesterday. — AFP 

CHRISTCHURCH: Opener Tom Latham’s career
best 137 set New Zealand up for a crushing 77-
run victory over Bangladesh in their opening
one-day international at Hagley Oval yesterday.

With Latham in commanding form and Colin
Munro chiming in with a rollicking 87, New
Zealand posted 341-7 and the Bangladesh
innings closed at 264-9 with Mushfiqur Rahim
retired hurt. 

It was New Zealand’s highest score in 26
matches against Bangladesh and Latham’s 158-
run stand with Munro was a New Zealand record
for the fifth wicket against the tourists.  For New
Zealand, it was the commanding performance
they were looking for after their recent 3-0 hid-
ing by Australia. But for Bangladesh there were
few highlights to launch their New Zealand tour.
Their talisman Shakib Al Hasan topped their
bowling (3-69) and batting (59) performances,
and Mosaddek Hossain was not out 50 at the
end, his maiden ODI half century. 

Mushfiqur reached 42 before a hamstring
strain ended his innings, but by then Bangladesh
were 219-6 and the required run rate had bal-
looned out to 10.69.  But it was always going to
be a big ask for Bangladesh after Latham’s 137
off 121 deliveries. 

The left-hander had a nerve-wracking
moment on seven when a Mashrafe Mortaza
delivery sailed just over the off stumps but oth-
erwise he remained unflustered despite the
inability of the top order to stay with him. 

Martin Guptill (15), Kane Williamson (31), Neil
Broom (22) and Jimmy Neesham (12) all failed to
push on. New Zealand were 158-4 when Munro
joined Latham and proceeded to smack 87, his

personal best, from 61 deliveries. 
Tamim Iqbal and Imrul Kayes made a solid

start for Bangladesh, pushing through to 34 in
the eighth over before Kayes was the first to fall
for 16. With his dismissal, and the introduction of
all-rounder Jimmy Neesham to the attack, New
Zealand took control. 

With his second delivery, Neesham removed
Soumya Sarkar and two balls later the medium

pacer had Mahmudullah caught behind without
scoring and Bangladesh were 48-3 in the 11th
over. By the 18th over it was 81-4 when Neesham
removed Tamim for 38.  Shakib offered stubborn
resistance with 59 off 54 deliveries and Mosaddek
also batted better than a run-a-ball for his 50. For
New Zealand, Neesham took three for 36 and
Lockie Ferguson three for 54.  The second match
in the series is in Nelson on Thursday. — AFP

Latham’s ton leads NZ 
to comprehensive win

New Zealand Innings
M. Guptill c Sarkar b M. Rahman 15
T. Latham c Rahim b M. Rahman 137
K. Williamson c Rahim b Ahmed 31
N. Broom lbw b Al Hasan 22
J. Neesham lbw b Al Hasan 12
C. Munro c Ahmed b Al Hasan 87
L. Ronchi b Ahmed 5
M. Santner not out 8
T. Southee not out 7
Extras (b-6 lb-8 w-3) 17
Total (for 7 wickets, 50 overs) 341
Fall of wickets: 1-31 M. Guptill, 2-79 K. Williamson, 3-134
N. Broom, 4-158 J. Neesham, 5-316 C. Munro, 6-323 T.
Latham, 7-327 L. Ronchi.
Did not bat: L. Ferguson, T. Boult
Bowling: M. Mortaza 10-0-61-0; M. Rahman 10-0-62-2(w-
2); T. Ahmed 9-0-70-2; S. Al Hasan 10-0-69-3(w-1); S.
Sarkar 4-0-25-0; Mosa. Hossain 7-0-40-0.

Bangladesh Innings
T. Iqbal c Santner b Neesham 38

I. Kayes c Ronchi b Southee 16
S. Sarkar c Williamson b Neesham 1
Mahmudullah c Ronchi b Neesham 0
S. Al Hasan c Southee b Ferguson 59
M. Rahim retired hurt 42
Sa. Rahman c Boult b Ferguson 16
Mosa. Hossain not out 50
M. Mortaza c Broom b Santner 14
T. Ahmed c Ronchi b Ferguson 2
M. Rahman b Southee 0
Extras (b-1 lb-6 nb-1 w-18) 26
Total (for 9 wickets, 44.5 overs) 264
Fall of wickets: 1-34 I.  Kayes, 2-48 S. Sarkar, 3-48
Mahmudullah, 4-81 T. Iqbal, 5-144 S. Al Hasan, 6-167 Sa.
Rahman, 7-242 M. Mortaza, 8-252 T. Ahmed, 9-264 M.
Rahman
Bowling: T. Boult 9-0-43-0(w-3); T. Southee 9.5-2-63-2(w-
3); L. Ferguson 9-0-54-3(w-5); J. Neesham 7-1-36-3(nb-1
w-3); M. Santner 10-0-61-1(w-3). 
Result: New Zealand won by 77 runs

SCOREBOARD 
Scoreboard at close of play in the first One Day International between New Zealand and Bangladesh on yesterday in
Christchurch, New Zealand.

South Africa, first innings
S. Cook c Chandimal b Lakmal 59
D. Elgar c Chandimal b Lakmal 45
H. Amla c Chandimal b Lakmal 20
J. Duminy lbw b Herath 63
F. du Plessis c Karunaratne b Lakmal 37
T. Bavuma lbw b Herath 3
Q. de Kock not out 25
V. Philander not out 6
Extras (lb3, nb5, w1) 9
Total (6 wkts, 90 overs) 267

Fall of wickets: 1-104 (Cook), 2-105 (Elgar), 3-178
(Amla), 4-213 (Duminy), 5-225 (Bavuma), 6-253
(Du Plessis).
Bowling: Lakmal 23-6-62-4, Pradeep 17-4-48-0
(2nb), Mathews 13-5-26-0 (1w), Chameera 14-1-
68-0 (3nb), Herath 20-4-48-2, De Silva 3-0-12-0.
To bat: K. Maharaj, K. Abbott, K. Rabada
Sri Lanka: A. Mathews, K. Silva, D. Karunaratne, K.
Mendis, D. Chandimal, D. de Silva, K. Perera, R.
Herath, S. Lakmal, N. Pradeep, D. Chameera.

SCOREBOARD 
PORT ELIZABETH, South Africa: Scores at close on the first day of the first Test between South Africa
and Sri Lanka at St George’s Park  yesterday.   

MELBOURNE: Australian seamer Jackson
Bird claimed two crucial wickets just before
rain stopped play on the opening day of
the second Test against Pakistan at the
MCG yesterday.

When tea was called early due to rain,
the visitors were 142 for four with opener
Azhar Ali on 66 and first Test centurion
Asad Shafiq on four, and that proved to be
the stumps score as well.

The rain continued after tea and play
was abandoned without any more action.
After winning the toss and choosing to bat
the visitors made a cautious start but only
Ali was able to build an innings of sub-
stance. Bird (2-53) struck twice in quick suc-
cession just before the rain set in to give
the home team the ascendancy, removing
experienced duo Younis Khan (21) and
Misbah-ul-Haq (11).

Khan, who had been given out lbw on
three but successfully appealed,  looked to
be finding his touch when Bird sneaked a
ball between his bat and pad to bowl him.

Misbah got an inside edge onto his pad
and short leg Nic Maddinson dived forward
to take a fine catch which was confirmed
by the third umpire.

However, Pakistan coach Mickey Arthur
was comfortable with the decision to bat
first, saying the pitch would remain difficult
to bat on.

“I think the wicket was tough,” Arthur
said. “It was really tough to bat on for a
period, if you got the ball in the right area
there was just enough there for the
bowlers. “We’re comfortable that will con-

tinue, and when you win the toss and bat
you always rationalise that decision against
what could happen in the fourth innings.

“We think that in the fourth innings that
it will be tough to score, history says it is...
we’ve still got a hell of a lot of work to do in
getting some runs and then bowling very
well when we get first crack with the ball.”

Pakistan’s openers Sami Aslam and Ali
played and missed on occasion but were
able to negotiate the seamers, and it was
not until the introduction of off-spinner
Nathan Lyon that the home side tasted suc-
cess. Aslam had batted with great caution
for nine from 41 balls but was surprised by
some extra bounce off the third ball from
Lyon. It caught the glove and Australian
captain Steven Smith took the catch at first
slip. Ali survived a confident lbw appeal
from the bowing of Josh Hazlewood when
he was on six and was comprehensively
beaten by the next ball, but steadied to
anchor the innings.

But Hazlewood (1-15) struck with the
last ball of the morning session, with Babar
Azam (23) edging to Smith in the slips.

Smith, who made some rare catching
errors in the first Test, went low to his right
and just managed to cling onto the sharp
chance to reward some excellent bowling
from Hazlewood.

Australia kept the same side which won
the first Test of the three-match series in
Brisbane by 39 runs, keeping faith in strug-
gling rookie batsman Maddinson. Pakistan
made one change, replacing seamer Rahat
Ali with Sohail Khan. — AFP

Bird puts Australia on 
top against Pakistan

MELBOURNE: Pakistan’s Younis Khan, right, watches as compatriot Azhar Ali ducks a
bouncer from Australia’s Mitchell Starc, left, on the first day of their second cricket
Test in Melbourne, yesterday. —AP 

PORT ELIZABETH: Sri Lanka had all its
success in the afternoon to pull South
Africa back from 104-0 to 267-6 at stumps
on the first day of the opening Test yester-
day. Seamer Suranga Lakmal led Sri
Lanka’s revival at St. George’s Park with
four wickets and spinner Rangana Herath
took two to undo the South Africans’ work
in the first half of the day.

A watchful half-century from Stephen
Cook (59) in a century opening stand with
Dean Elgar (45) and an attacking 63 from
JP Duminy gave South Africa early impe-
tus in the series-opener after winning the
toss. Sri Lanka persevered after struggling
in the morning session. Lakmal removed
both openers in the space of four overs
soon after lunch before Herath stopped
the free-hitting Duminy in his tracks, trap-
ping him leg before wicket. Lakmal also
dismissed captain Faf du Plessis for 37 with
the new ball six overs before stumps, sug-
gesting that Sri Lanka’s bowlers had taken
a little time but had finally found their
range on a pitch that had a good covering
of green grass but didn’t appear to clearly
favor either batsman or bowler.

Lakmal’s 4-62 was a career-best per-
formance for him in tests.  “The first two
hours didn’t go our way but we came back
strongly,” Sri Lanka’s Kaushal Silva said.

The Sri Lankans are on a five-test win-
ning streak but will especially value a
strong start in South Africa, having never
won a series in the country.

As well as getting rid of the openers,
Lakmal also dismissed Hashim Amla for a
scratchy 20, continuing the South African
No. 3’s dip in form and giving the quick
bowler all of the first three wickets - and all
caught behind by wicketkeeper Dinesh
Chandimal. Herath had Duminy and
Temba Bavuma (3) out lbw and when Du
Plessis, South Africa’s new permanent skip-
per, nicked Lakmal to Dinesh Karunaratne
at first slip at the end of the day, the Sri
Lankans strode off to their dressing room
in the ascendancy. 

They had trudged off at lunch with
nothing to show for their efforts from the
first session of the three-test series.
Openers Cook and Elgar began with a
record, with their partnership of 104 the
first century opening stand for South
Africa in Port Elizabeth in nearly 50 years.
The last time two openers put on 100 for
South Africa was in 1970 and the country’s
last test before a 22-year absence from
international cricket because of apartheid.

Lakmal produced edges by Cook and
Elgar in the space of four overs straight
after lunch, though, and continued Amla’s
lean run. The year started with Amla step-
ping down as captain, and making 201 in a
test against England, but he hasn’t made a
50 in his last seven test innings and has
gone 10 knocks without a hundred.Herath,
Sri Lanka’s 38-year-old spinner, had
arguably the day’s most important break-
through when he tempted Duminy into a

sweep and trapped him in front. Duminy
failed with a DRS review. 

Duminy had started in a whirlwind of
attacking shots, eventually hitting 10
fours, most of them blistering cover drives.
He tried to take the attack to Herath,

though, and he came unstuck. “You can
get ahead of yourself,” Duminy said. “The
way that Dean (Elgar) and Stephen (Cook)
started was exceptional. We got quite a
few starts but unfortunately we didn’t cap-
italize on it.” — AP

Sri Lanka fights back, SA 267-6 in first test

PORT ELIZABERTH: South African batsman JP Duminy plays a shot during the first
day of the first cricket Test match between South Africa and Sri Lanka yesterday at
the Port Elizabeth stadium, South Africa. —AFP
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DENVER: A budget ski resort in west-
ern Colorado came up with an eye-pop-
ping offer - a $700 lift ticket, the most
expensive in the nation. Only this lift
ticket comes with a sweet bonus: a pair
of handcrafted skis made from Colorado
wood. Gimmicky? Sure. But Sunlight
Mountain Resort says that in an era of
increasing ski-industry consolidation,
where a handful of companies control
more and more winter sport terrain,
scrappy independent resorts need all
the help they can get to compete with
amenity-laden megaresorts.

From baking fresh doughnuts for
skiers to displaying local art to play up a
sense of community, smaller, independ-
ent resorts say they have to rely on per-
sonality. “It’s the difference between
Budweiser or a craft brew,” said Troy
Hawks, Sunlight’s head of marketing
and sales. The ski industry used to be
dominated by independent resorts,
where downhill and cross-country skiers

would drive to a local mountain, maybe
get a fireside cup of hot chocolate in a
lodge, then drive home. A ski area with
an on-mountain hotel was a rarity; one
with nighttime enter tainment and
white-tablecloth dining would be a true
destination.

Starting in the 1980s, larger con-
glomerate companies started consoli-
dating ski areas, investing heavily to
make their mountains 12-month vaca-
tion destinations. They made room for
upstart snowboarders. Added spas and
skiing lessons for kids. Built condomini-
ums and larger hotels. Allowed guests
to one buy one pass good at several
mountain resor ts.  Consolidation
expanded in spurts. The trend hit a new
milestone last October when Vail
Resorts of Broomfield spent $1.05 bil-
lion to buy Canada’s Whistler Blackcomb
Holdings Inc., North America’s biggest
and busiest ski resort. The purchase
brought Vail  Resorts to a dozen ski

areas, all of them destination resorts
that court overnight guests.

“We’re seeing homogenization in the
industr y,  no question,” said David
Norden, CEO of Taos Ski Valley Inc., an
independently owned resort in New
Mexico. Mega ski operators like Vail can
afford to advertise worldwide, and they
grab headlines when they grow. But an
industry association that tracks skier vis-
its  says that smaller,  independent
resorts are holding their own.

“There’s the visible national destina-
tion resorts, but there’s a whole other
aspect of the industr y made up of
resorts that are closer to home, that
they’re easily accessible, affordable, and
in many cases specialize in teaching
people how to ski,” said Michael Berry,
president of the National Ski Areas
Association, based in Lakewood. Just a
fraction of the nations’ 463 ski areas are
owned by multi-mountain conglomer-
ates, and no one counts how many of

the 57 million or so annual skier visits
are made to independently owned
mountains, Berry said. But he conceded
that consolidation isn’t going away,
making it imperative that independent
resorts keep locals coming back.

“The better they do, the more likely
they are to be a target for acquisition.
It’s one of those ironic realities,” Berry
said. Owners of the independent moun-
tains say they’re trying to buck the con-
solidation trend by competing with per-
sonality.  At Taos, resort owners are
investing in local art to play up the
region’s acclaim for southwestern art,
especially pottery and textiles.

“As with any business, it’s important
to try to come up with, ‘What is your dif-
ferentiating factor?’” Norden said.

One Colorado resort uses its lack of
amenities as an attraction. Silverton
Mountain in southwest Colorado has no
terrain for beginners or intermediates.
No ski school. No hotel. Just one lift and

1,800 acres of uncrowded terrain for
expert skiers. No frills. Just thrills.

“We set ourselves apart by limiting
the daily skier visits and making the
experience the opposite of others,” said
Silverton Mountain co-founder Jen Brill,
who happily boasts that her mountain
sees as many skiers in a season as the
megaresort Breckenridge Ski Resort
sees in a busy winter weekend.

Another independent resort touts
its family-friendly vibe, taking pride in
its lack of alcohol sales and abundance
of ski lessons. Brad Moretz, co-owner
in Appalachian Ski Mtn. in Blowing
Rock, North Carolina, said independ-
ent resor ts simply need to play up
their differences to keep a hold in a
consolidating industry. “There are lots
of people that look for a more person-
al experience,” Moretz said. “The con-
glomerates do a good job, but there is
absolutely no replacement for pride of
ownership.” — AP

Ski industry skews big, so smaller resorts tout authenticity

PITTSBURG: Baltimore Ravens fullback Kyle Juszczyk (44) dives into the end zone for a touchdown during the second half of an NFL football
game against the Pittsburgh Steelers in Pittsburgh, Sunday. — AP

LOS ANGELES: The Super Bowl champion
Denver Broncos saw their slim hopes of return-
ing to the NFL post-season extinguished on
Sunday with a 33-10 loss to the Chiefs in Kansas
City. The Chiefs went into the contest assured of
a playoff spot after the Pittsburgh Steelers
defeated bitter division rivals Baltimore 31-17 in
the first of two Christmas Day games.

That victory gave the Steelers the AFC North
crown, and with Sunday night’s result in Kansas
City all of the American Football Conference
playoff teams were set, the final berth going to
the Miami Dolphins with Denver’s defeat. Chiefs
tight end Travis Kelce and wide receiver Tyreek
Hill scored early touchdowns to give Kansas City
a lead they wouldn’t relinquish.

Hill scored on a 70-yard running play and
Kelce delivered an 80-yard touchdown on a
screen pass from quarterback Alex Smith. Kansas
City improved to 11-4 and are headed to the
playoffs for the third time in four seasons under
head coach Andy Reid.

The Chiefs can still claim the AFC West crown
if they can beat San Diego and division leaders
Oakland fall to the Broncos next week.

The Broncos, less than a year removed from
their Super Bowl 50 triumph over the Carolina
Panthers, are the eighth champion in 20 years to
fail to reach the playoffs the next season. The
Panthers have also been eliminated from post-
season contention.

Kelce and Hill combined for 255 of the 484
offensive yards Kansas City piled up against
Denver’s vaunted defense, which endured a
bruising night.

Defensive end Derek Wolfe went into the
game with a neck injury and departed with the
injury in the second quarter. Cornerback Kayvon
Webster departed with a concussion after
absorbing a frightening first-half hit.

The Chiefs defense, meanwhile, forced two
Denver fumbles and seized a last-play intercep-
tions, surrendering only one touchdown and
limiting the Broncos to just 246 offensive yards.

STEELERS SURGE IN FOURTH 
In Pittsburgh, the Steelers exploded for 21

points in the fourth quarter to get past the
Ravens, who were eliminated from playoff con-
tention. Ben Roethlisberger connected on a
four-yard touchdown pass to Antonio Brown
with nine seconds remaining as the Steelers
overcame a 10-point deficit in the final period.
The Steelers beat their bitter division rivals for
the first time in five clashes.

“We punched our ticket, and that’s an awe-
some thing,” Steelers coach Mike Tomlin said of
securing a playoff berth.

Roethlisberger, limited to an opening drive
touchdown through three quarters, drove the
Steelers to three touchdowns in 12 minutes.

That included two TDs from Le’Veon Bell
some four minutes apart that helped the
Steelers erase a 20-10 deficit and take a 24-20
edge. But Baltimore surged back as quarterback
Joe Flacco mounted a 75-yard, go-ahead touch-
down drive capped by Kyle Juszczyk’s 10-yard
scoring run. Roethlisberger had just enough

time to fashion a game-saving 75-yard drive,
capped by Brown reaching with an arm to get the
ball across the goal line. “I have to get the ball in. I
have to get the ball in,” Brown said of his mindset.
“I know I’m going to take some contact, and I

knew after that I was going to be able to get the
ball in.” Added Roethlisberger: “When AB came in
there, I thought I could get it to him. He caught it
at the one (yard line) and he reached over and it
was just an awesome play by him.” —AFP

Chiefs end playoff hopes of 
Super Bowl champion Broncos

American Football Conference
AFC East

W L T OTL PF PA PCT
New England 13 2 0 0 406 236 .867
Miami 10 5 0 0 349 345 .667
Buffalo 7 8 0 1 389 348 .467
NY Jets 4 11 0 0 245 399 .267

AFC North
Pittsburgh 10 5 0 0 372 303 .667
Baltimore 8 7 0 0 333 294 .533
Cincinnati 5 9 1 0 298 305 .367
Cleveland 1 14 0 1 240 425 .067

AFC South
Houston 9 6 0 0 262 304 .600
Tennessee 8 7 0 0 357 361 .533
Indianapolis 7 8 0 1 387 372 .467
Jacksonville 3 12 0 0 298 376 .200

AFC West
Oakland 12 3 0 0 410 361 .800
Kansas City 11 4 0 0 352 284 .733
Denver 8 7 0 1 309 291 .533
San Diego 5 10 0 1 383 386 .333

National Football Conference
NFC East

Dallas 12 2 0 0 366 258 .857
NY Giants 10 5 0 0 291 274 .667
Washington 8 6 1 0 386 364 .567
Philadelphia 6 9 0 1 340 318 .400

NFC North
Detroit 9 5 0 0 301 285 .643
Green Bay 9 6 0 0 401 364 .600
Minnesota 7 8 0 1 289 297 .467
Chicago 3 12 0 0 269 361 .200

NFC South
Atlanta 10 5 0 1 502 374 .667
Tampa Bay 8 7 0 1 337 353 .533
New Orleans 7 8 0 0 437 416 .467
Carolina 6 9 0 0 353 385 .400

NFC West
Seattle 9 5 1 0 329 269 .633
Arizona 6 8 1 0 374 356 .433
Los Angeles 4 11 0 0 218 350 .267
San Francisco 2 13 0 1 286 455 .133

NFL result/standings

Kansas City 33, Denver 10; Pittsburgh 31, Baltimore 27.

KANSAS CITY: Kansas City Chiefs tight end Travis Kelce (87) vaults Denver Broncos safety
Justin Simmons (31) during the second half of an NFL football game in Kansas City, Mo.,
Sunday. — AP

MADRID: Barcelona’s Brazilian star Neymar
says winning the Ballon d’Or is one of his
goals but he will not lose any sleep if he
never takes home football’s top individual
award. “If I don’t win the Ballon d’or, its
okay,” he said in an interview posted on the
La Liga website yesterday when asked if he
was disappointed that he was not named
as one of three finalists for the prize this
year. “I don’t play football to win the Ballon
d’Or, I play football to be happy because I
love it, because I want to play football.
Unfortunately only one person can win it,”
he added.

“Of course it is one of my goals winning
the Ballon d’Or but I won’t die if I don’t.” The
Ballon d’Or has passed back and forth
between Real Madrid’s Portuguese star
Cristiano Ronaldo and Barcelona’s
Argentine playmaker Lionel Messi for the
last nine years since Brazilian Kaka won the
2007 award.

Neymar was a finalist for the prize for
the first time last year before losing out to
Messi who won the accolade for the fifth

time. Ronaldo was rewarded with the 2016
Ballon d’Or earlier this month for helping
Real win the Champions League and lead-
ing Portugal to Euro 2016 glory.

Since moving to Barcelona from
Brazilian side Santos in 2013, Neymar has
won two league titles, two domestic cups,
the Spanish Super Cup, the Champions
League and the Club World Cup. 

Playing alongside Messi,  the club’s
record goalscorer, and Uruguay’s Luis
Suarez, who finished top scorer in La Liga
last season, the 24-year-old has established
himself as one of the world’s top players.
The strike trio scored 131 goals between
them last season.

“It’s a bit strange because one of us is
Brazilian, another Argentinian, the other
Uruguayan, we are rivals in our countries in
South America,” Neymar said.

“I don’t know what happened. We have
a great friendship, we are always joking
around with each other. It makes me very
happy to have people like that in football,”
he added. — AFP

Neymar says not obsessed 
with winning Ballon d’Or

LONDON: Thistlecrack became the first
novice to win the King George VI steeple-
chase yesterday, cantering home at
Kempton Park on what was just his
fourth race over fences.

The eight-year-old-winning his ninth
successive race-took the race with jockey
Tom Scudamore by the scruff of the neck
on the final bend easing away from the
defending champion Cue Card, trained
also by Colin Tizzard, and jumped the last
three fences safely to take the £119,000
(140,000euros, $146,000). first prize.

Thistlecrack, the 11/10 favourite who
was unbeatable as a staying hurdler last
season, is now a short-priced ante-post
favourite for the Cheltenham Gold Cup in
March. Cue Card-whose hopes of landing
jump racing’s Triple Crown and a million
pound bonus disappeared with this
defeat-stayed on one-paced for second,
three lengths in arrears, just ahead of
two-time winner Silviniaco Conti.

Scudamore, whose father Peter and
Michael were also renowned jockeys,
wiped away tears after crossing the line
and declared Thistlecrack to be a ‘phe-
nomenon’ “I thought he would win but I
never thought as easily as this,” he said.
“He’s a phenomenal racehorse.

“He’s a great ride and I am thrilled to
be a part of the team.” Scudamore, 34,
was unequivocal when asked how high
he rated him compared to other horses.
“He’s on his own,” he said.

“Between my grandfather (Michael),
father (Peter) and myself with thousands
of winners he is in a different class.”

Tizzard, who initially took up training in
1994 as a secondary pursuit alongside
his dairy farming in the South West of
England, said Thistlecrack’s display had
been quite spectacular.

“It was quite frightening to watch
when Cue Card came upsides him eight
fences out,” said the 60-year-old. “But rac-
ing is a fickle place as Thistlecrack
showed. “We had always intended to run
him because he is eight-years-old not
five or six like a lot of novices.  “He’s at the
peak of his powers at the moment ,”
added Tizzard, who plans to race him
one more time at Cheltenham before the
Festival. Paddy Brennan brought Cue
Card upsides Thistlecrack early on the
second circuit to try and give his two
years younger stablemate a going over
but three from home he cried enough
and was left flailing.

“Some things aren’t possible and try-
ing to beat that horse today was one of
the most impossible things I’ve ever tried
to do,” said Brennan. “My lad was coura-
geous today he stuck his head out after
the last and held on.

“Maybe we can turn things round at
Cheltenham but everything would need
to go right and for the ground to be soft-
er.”  Tizzard, though, suggested that
Brennan had overplayed his hand too
early. “That was maybe three fences too
early,” said Tizzard. “But heck a race is a
nerve wracking business and no less so
for a jockey,” added Tizzard, whose son
Joe was a jockey before retiring and
becoming his assistant. — AFP

Thistlecrack saunters 
to King George glory

KEMPTON PARK: Thistlecrack ridden by Tom Scudamore wins The King George VI
Steeple Chase Race run during day one of the Winter Festival at Kempton Park race-
course, England, yesterday. Britain was hailing a new king of jump racing yesterday
after Thistlecrack produced a flawless performance to win the King George VI Chase,
one of the most prestigious races on the country’s calendar. — AP
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Gray strikes late as Burnley
edge out Middlesbrough

BURNLEY: Middlesbrough goalkeeper
Victor Valdes unwittingly took on the role
of Father Christmas as his error gifted
Premier League relegation rivals Burnley a
1-0 win on Boxing Day.

An attritional Tur f Moor encounter
looked to be drifting towards a goalless
draw when, in the 80th minute, Andre Gray
took aim with a volley that Valdes allowed
to creep beneath him and into the net.

The former Barcelona man’s blunder
gave Burnley only a second win in seven
league games, propelling Sean Dyche’s side
above their opponents into 14th place, six
points clear of the bottom three.

Without an away win in eight league
games, Aitor Karanka’s Boro slipped one
place to 15th, but they remain four points
above the drop zone.

Boro welcomed back Cristhian Stuani
after a foot injury and he squandered an

early chance, shooting off-target from the
edge of the box after Antonio Barragan’s
pass caught Burnley’s defenders napping.

But as a scrappy first half wore on, so
Burnley began to assert themselves. Boro
goalkeeper Valdes had to turn a 20-yard
shot from Ashley Barnes behind and later
produced an unconvincing save to repel
George Boyd’s swerving 25-yard free-kick.

In between, the hosts felt they should
have had a penalty when Dean Marney’s
shot struck the raised elbow of visiting
defender Calum Chambers, only for referee
Craig Pawson to shake his head.

Boro upped their game after the break,
but Burnley goalkeeper Tom Heaton had
little trouble fielding Gaston Ramirez’s free-
kick and Stuani’s header. In the absence of
meaningful goal-mouth action, the game
became increasingly physical.

Burnley’s fans bayed for a red card after
Ramirez went in firmly on Barnes, but
Pawson awarded only a free-kick.

The home supporters were out of their
seats again in the 80th minute, but this
time they were cheering.

Heaton’s long kick was flicked on by
substitute Sam Vokes to Gray, whose well-
struck shot somehow squirmed beneath
Valdes and rolled over the line. — AFP

Burnley 1 

Middlesbrough 0

MANCHESTER: Manchester United’s Swedish striker Zlatan Ibrahimovic (C) lifts the ball over Sunderland’s English goalkeeper Jordan Pickford
(R) to score their second goal during the English Premier League football match between Manchester United and Sunderland at Old Trafford in
Manchester, north west England, yesterday. — AFP

MANCHESTER:  Zlatan Ibrahimovic scored his
17th goal of the season as Sunderland manager
David Moyes was condemned to a 3-1 defeat on
his return to Manchester United yesterday.

Dutch defender Daley Blind opened the scor-
ing in the 39th minute at Old Trafford with his
first Premier League goal since September 2015.
Late strikes from Ibrahimovic-his 50th for club
and country in 2016 — and substitute Henrikh
Mkhitaryan, who scored with an audacious back-
heel, confirmed victory.

It ensured that United, without injured cap-
tain Wayne Rooney, extended their unbeaten
run in all competitions to 11 matches, despite
Fabio Borini’s spectacular consolation for the vis-
itors. United remain sixth in the league table, but
drew level on points with fifth-place Tottenham
Hotspur, who visit Southampton tomorrow.
Sunderland and Moyes, sacked by United in
April 2014, stay in the bottom three. United cap-
tain Rooney was left out of the squad after pick-
ing up an injury in training, but Jose Mourinho’s
side coped without him to record a fourth suc-
cessive Premier League victory.

United laboured before taking the lead and
were grateful to goalkeeper David de Gea for
getting them out of trouble twice in the first half.

He leapt athletically to his right to push away
Patrick van Aanholt ’s free-kick in the 19th
minute. The Spain international then reacted
smartly amid defensive chaos to block Victor
Anichebe’s close-range effort and nick the ball
away as Borini followed up, causing the former
Liverpool forward to miskick.

In between those two moments, United had
a penalty appeal rejected as Juan Mata tumbled
under Lamine Kone’s challenge.

PICKFORD ACROBATICS 
Paul Pogba was also very unlucky not to

score with a curling, deflected shot that visiting
goalkeeper Jordan Pickford touched onto the
outside of the post.

The warnings got louder for Sunderland as
half-time approached. Pogba lashed a dipping
shot over the bar from 15 yards when he proba-
bly should have scored, but United soon were in
front. Marcos Rojo played in Ibrahimovic on the
left edge of the penalty area and he teed up a
perfect short pass for Blind to run onto and drill
a shot into the bottom-right corner. A second
goal might have arrived before half-time, with
Pickford comfortably thwarting Pogba, then
making a rather more difficult save to push aside

a low, 25-yard free-kick from Mata.
Pogba headed over a good chance early in

the second half as United sought to assert their
superiority, with Ibrahimovic then fizzing a shot
just over after being played in down the right by
Mata. In an attempt to put the match out of
Sunderland’s reach, Mourinho brought on
Mkhitaryan with just over an hour played.

The Armenia captain almost made an imme-
diate impact, controlling Mata’s excellent cross-
field pass on the edge of the penalty area and
bending a shot just wide.

Pickford then made a fine save with his feet

to deny Ibrahimovic, but could do nothing when
a defensive error on the halfway line allowed
Pogba to slot the former Sweden international
through for a second.

Mkhitaryan’s third goal in three appearances
had the home fans on their feet to applaud,
although replays suggested the former Borussia
Dortmund schemer may have been offside.

Borini’s consolation, an unstoppable, looping
shot from 25 yards after Rojo had headed out
Jason Denayer’s cross, was a special goal in its
own right, but it came too late to affect the out-
come. — AFP

Ibrahimovic keeps 
Man United motoring

Man United 3 

Sunderland 1 

LEICESTER: Goals by Kevin Mirallas and
Romelu Lukaku kept champions Leicester
firmly enmeshed in the relegation battle
yesterday as they lost 2-0 to Everton in
their Premier League clash.

Mirallas’ third goal in as many games
against the Foxes and Lukaku’s 10th this
season came against a Leicester side miss-
ing three key players, all of them suspend-
ed, including striker Jamie Vardy.

The only consolation for Leicester was
that two of the bottom three Sunderland
and Swansea lost but even so they are only
three points above the relegation spots.

For Everton it was their first away win in
three months. Leicester made their point
about Vardy’s three match ban-for a red
card against Stoke last weekend-by placing
masks of the England striker on the 30,000
seats. Vardy seated in the stands played
along putting one on. Both sides failed to
fire in the first-half and the Everton fans
had to wait till the 43rd minute before their
side mustered their first effort on goal,
albeit off target, with Ramiro Funes Mori
heading over the crossbar.

Leicester manager Claudio Ranieri tried
to change things at the break bringing on
influential midfielder Danny Drinkwater-
who has just returned from being out
injured with a knee problem-in place of
Shinji Okazaki as he pushed three men up
front. Initially the ploy seemed to be work-
ing with first Islam Slimani and then
Demarai Gray going close with shots from
outside the penalty area. But one long
clearance later and the Foxes were flat-
tened.  Goalkeeper Joel Robles sent a huge
clearance down the middle that saw
Mirallas sprint goalside of Marcin

Wasilewski and Wes Morgan.
Three touches later and the ball was in

the back of the net courtesy of a deflection
from Wasilewski that gave Kasper
Schmeichel no hope of making the save.
Ranieri made a double change midway
through the half and it almost paid imme-
diate dividends.

Loud boos rang around the King Power
Stadium when the lively Gray, arguably
City’s best performer, was replaced by
Leonardo Ulloa with Riyad Mahrez also
coming on for Andy King.

Within a minute of their arrival Ulloa
should have nodded home from Danny
Simpson’s fine hanging diagonal ball but
headed straight at Robles who caught
under the crossbar.

There followed long periods of Leicester
pressure with Everton very much having
their backs to the wall. But try as they
might the home team failed to create a sin-
gle noteworthy opportunity.

Everton should have wrapped things up
when Lukaku squared for Idrissa Gueye
who somehow ballooned his effort over an
open goal from six yards.

Drinkwater was booked for an obvious
push on Aaron Lennon as City’s frustrations
mounted. In injury time and with Leicester
pouring forward Ross Barkley lashed a
clearance forward from the edge of his own
box. Lukaku shrugged aside Morgan’s chal-
lenge, sprinted towards the box, coasted
past Wasilewski and finished beyond
Schmeichel. — AFP

Lukaku strikes to deepen 
Leicester’s problems

Leicester 0 

Everton 2 

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

English Premier League

Liverpool v Stoke City 20:15
beIN SPORTS 2 HD

LEICESTER: Leicester City’s Islam Slimani, center, and Everton’s Ashley Williams, left,
battle for the ball during the English Premier League soccer match between Leicester
City and Everton at the King Power Stadium, Leicester, England, yesterday. — AP

SWANSEA: Swansea manager Bob Bradley
faces a fight to save his job after West Ham
cruised to a 4-1 rout of the Premier League
strugglers yesterday.

Bradley is reportedly close to being sacked
after just over two months in charge and his
case for a stay of execution wasn’t enhanced
by a wretched surrender at the Liberty
Stadium. Former Swansea striker Andre Ayew
returned to haunt his old club with the first
half opener before Winston Reid, Michail
Antonio and Andy Carroll piled on the misery
for Bradley after the break.

Amid reports of player unrest and ridicule
of his use of Americanisms when discussing
football, the beleaguered Bradley conceded
last week that more bad results over the
Christmas period could see him dismissed.

With Swansea languishing in the relega-
tion zone after winning only twice in
Bradley’s 11-match reign, the former United
States and Egypt coach needs a dramatic
revival to avoid being axed just months after
replacing Francesco Guidolin.

Ahead of their trip to south Wales, West
Ham had denied any interest in a potential
takeover approach from energy drink manu-
facturer Red Bull, but there was no lack of pep
in the Hammers’ step as they quickly took
control. Ayew was greeted with a chorus of
boos whenever he had possession in the ear-
ly stages of his first return to Swansea since

his £20.5 million (24 million euros, $26.7 mil-
lion) pre-season transfer.

But Ayew produced the perfect response
to his detractors as he put the visitors ahead
in the 13th minute.

Swansea had just wasted an opportunity
to take the lead when Borja Baston curled
wide from inside the penalty area.

And Ayew made them pay when Polish
goalkeeper Lukasz Fabianski made a hash of
dealing with a harmless flick from Cheikhou
Kouyate. Fabianski’s flap parried the ball into
Ayew’s path, leaving the Ghana star with the
simple task of slotting into the empty net for
his first goal of an injury-hit season.

Swansea went close to equalising through
Gylfi Sigurdsson, whose dipping free-kick was
well saved by Darren Randolph.

Bradley responded by sending on
Fernando Llorente and Jefferson Montero at
half-time, but the changes did not to inspire
Swansea, who fell further behind in the 50th
minute. Dimitri Payet swung over a corner
and sloppy Swansea marking left New
Zealand defender Reid unhindered as he
powered his header past Fabianski.

With Swansea’s furious fans chanting “we
want Bradley out”, Wayne Routledge headed
straight at Randolph to the disgust of the
home crowd.

When Sigurdsson’s header was brilliantly
tipped over by Randolph, Bradley must have
known he was destined for another painful
defeat. That sinking feeling was confirmed in
the 78th minute as Antonio turned in Havard
Nordtveit’s shot after more dismal defending.

Llorente got one back for Swansea in the
89th minute, but it was little consolation for
Bradley, who endured the indignity of watch-
ing West Ham go straight up the other end to
score a fourth through Carroll’s volley.—AFP

Hammers pile pressure on 
Swansea boss Bradley

Swansea 1 

West Ham 4 

WATFORD: Troy Deeney’s 100th goal for Watford
denied former England manager Sam Allardyce a
winning return to the Premier League as his Crystal
Palace side were held to a 1-1 draw at Vicarage
Road yesterday.

Deeney, who had been dropped from the start-
ing XI after failing to score in the past 10 matches,
converted from the penalty spot in the second half
to force a share of the points.

Yohan Cabaye-who scored the winner in the
corresponding match last season-had given Palace

the lead in the first half and Allardyce, installed
after Alan Pardew was sacked last Thursday, could
have been celebrating all the points if Christian
Benteke had converted a first-half penalty. The
draw leaves Palace precariously placed fourth from
bottom on 16 points and they could drop into the
bottom three if Sunderland beat Manchester
United later. Watford’s form has slipped alarmingly
with just one win in their last six games, and the
draw extended their woeful Boxing Day record of
not having won for 30 years.  Watford suffered two
early injury blows as they lost both Dutch defender
Daryl Janmaat and Swiss midfielder Valon Behrami
before the quarter-hour mark. It took almost 25
minutes for either side to fashion a chance with
Palace eventually the ones to threaten. Benteke
could have shot after working himself into a great
position but dallied too long-the ball came to
Cabaye whose shot went wide of the post. A
minute later the talented Frenchman made no mis-

take from inside the box after being superbly set
up by Andros Towsend. Played onside by compatri-
ot Younes Kaboul, the 30-year-old made no mis-
take.  Palace should have gone 2-0 up in the 37th
minute when a wild challenge by Watford goal-
keeper Heurelho Gomes on Benteke gifted the visi-
tors a penalty-the Brazilian was fortunate to escape
without even a booking from referee Mark
Clattenburg.

Gomes, though, redeemed himself, getting
down to save Benteke’s soft penalty which was the
Belgian international’s second miss from the spot
this term. Watford took the game to Palace in the
opening exchanges of the second half but fash-
ioned very little in the way of chances.

However, they got the break they needed with
20 minutes remaining when Damien Delaney was
penalised for tugging Sebastian Proedl’s shirt in the
box and Deeney drilled the resulting spot-kick
down the middle.— AFP

WATFORD: Watford’s French midfielder Younes Kaboul (L) clears the ball under pressure
from Crystal Palace’s Zaire-born Belgian striker Christian Benteke during the English
Premier League football match between Watford and Crystal Palace at Vicarage Road
Stadium in Watford, north of London yesterday. The game finished 1-1. — AFP

Deeney’s 100th goal denies Allardyce win

Watford 1 

Crystal Palace 1 
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LONDON: Chelsea’s Spanish midfielder Pedro (CR) slides into Bournemouth’s Polish goalkeeper Artur Boruc (L) during the English Premier League football match between Chelsea and Bournemouth at Stamford Bridge in
London yesterday. — AFP

LONDON: Pedro struck twice as Premier League lead-
ers Chelsea registered a club record 12th successive
league win by beating Bournemouth 3-0 at Stamford
Bridge yesterday. Antonio Conte’s side can edge ever
closer to Arsenal’s Premier League record of 14 consec-
utive wins when they face Stoke at the Bridge on
Saturday. Victory then would set up the possibility of
matching the record, set across the 2001-02 and 2002-
03 seasons, when they travel to face London rivals
Tottenham on January 4.

On this form, few would bet against the Blues
extending their current run after they moved nine
points clear of second placed Liverpool, who host Stoke
today. In control long before Pedro put them ahead
with a superb individual strike in the 24th minute, they

effectively killed off Bournemouth’s hopes with Eden
Hazard’s 49th-minute penalty before Pedro’s deflected
second wrapped up the win.

Diego Costa’s one-match ban meant Conte was
forced to reshuffle his forward line for the first time
since his team embarked on their winning run, with
Michy Batshuayi hoping to make his first league start
since his arrival from Marseille.

Conte, though, had made it clear in the build-up to
the game that the 23-year-old still has work to do as he
attempts to acclimatise to life in the Premier League.

And Batshuayi once again found himself on the
bench as the Chelsea boss opted to stick with his estab-
lished senior players, moving Hazard into the middle
with Willian and Pedro operating either side of the
Belgium international.

Conte also made an enforced change in midfield
with Cesc Fabregas slotting in alongside Nemanja Matic
in place of the suspended N’Golo Kante.

Chelsea’s form has been such, however, that the
changes had little effect on Conte’s side, who once
again demonstrated the confidence that comes with
winning matches.

Last December, Bournemouth’s win at Stamford
Bridge helped hasten the departure of former Blues
manager Jose Mourinho.

This time around there seemed little chance of a
repeat upset with Eddie Howe’s side having won just
one of eight away games.

And an early move when Fabregas almost played in
Pedro behind the visitors’ defence suggested this would
be a testing afternoon for the Cherries.

OUTSTANDING 
Chelsea defender Cesar Azpilicueta was forced to

react quickly to prevent Adam Smith’s low cross reach-
ing Josh King who was positioned in space in front of
the home goal.

But that was a fleeting moment of concern for
Conte’s side before Pedro produced a moment of out-
standing individual skill to put the leaders on course for
victory with the 24th-minute opening goal.

Hazard started the move, running incisively towards
the heart of the Bournemouth defence before playing
the ball into the feet of Fabregas, who found his Spanish
international team-mate Pedro with a short pass.

The former Barcelona player did well to create space
on the edge of the box before chipping the ball over
keeper Artur Boruc and into the top corner of the
Bournemouth goal.

Howe’s side responded positively, and in particular
Jack Wilshere who produced a weaving run into the
home box before testing keeper Thibaut Courtois with a
low shot. Then moments later the on-loan Arsenal mid-
fielder latched onto a poor clearing header only to see
his volley deflected wide.

That opportunity provoked an angry reaction from
Conte who was frustrated at his side’s failure to organise
themselves at the preceding free-kick.

Hazard had been a constant threat and the forward’s
powerful running again unsettled the visiting defence,
drawing the foul from skipper Simon Francis that
ensured the game was effectively over just four minutes
after the restart.

Francis’ mistimed challenge sent Hazard sprawling
inside the penalty area and the Belgian recovered to
convert the resulting penalty. Pedro’s second goal
arrived deep in stoppage time to seal another emphat-
ic victory. — AFP

Pedro double fires record-breaking Chelsea

Chelsea 3 

Bournemouth 0

HULL:  Manchester  City  wore
down last-placed Hull to win 3-0 in
the Engl ish Premier  League,
thanks to late goals by Yaya Toure
and substitute Kelechi Iheanacho
as well as an own-goal yesterday.

Toure converted a penalty kick
in the 72nd minute after Raheem
Sterling was tripped by Andrew
Robertson as the England winger
drove into the area. Up until that
point ,  City  lacked inspirat ion
going forward as Hull defended
val iantly  and in numbers,  but
more spaces opened up to allow
the visitors a second goal.

Kevin De Bruyne laid in David
Silva, whose pinpoint cross was
tapped home by Iheanacho at the
far post in the 78th. In the fourth
minute of stoppage time, Sterling
weaved his way into the area and
sent in a cross that was deflected

into his own net by Curtis Davies.
A third straight win continued

City’s recovery after a sticky peri-
od of  results  for  coach Pep
Guardiola, lifting the team into
second place ahead of Liverpool.
Liverpool plays its game in hand
against Stoke today.

City  is  seven points  behind
Chelsea after 18 rounds of the 38-
game season. Toure has scored all
10 of his penalties for City and has
three goals since returning to the
team after being ostracized by
Guardiola early in the season.

The former Ivor y Coast mid-
fielder could have a key part to
play in City’s title challenge this
season now that fellow midfielder
Ilkay Gundogan has been ruled
out for the rest of the campaign
with damaged knee ligaments.

Hul l  wi l l  rue Rober tson’s
moment of madness in bringing
down Sterling as the bottom side
was looking compact in defense
and giving up few chances. Only
De Bruyne, with a low shot against
the post, had come close to break-
ing the deadlock before Toure’s
penalty. — AP

Man City wears down 

Hull to win 3-0 in EPL

Hull 0 

Man City 3 LONDON: A late goal by Olivier Giroud on his first
Premier League start of the season gave Arsenal a
hard-fought 1-0 win over West Bromwich Albion
yesterday. Arsene Wenger’s side seemed certain to
slip further off the pace at the top of the league
against an ultra-defensive Albion team as the
game moved into its final stages at the Emirates
Stadium.  But Giroud’s header in the 86th minute
provided a welcome return to winning ways for
Arsenal after painful defeats on the road at
Everton and Manchester City.

Gunners boss Wenger had defended Mesut
Ozil, a scapegoat in some quarters for failing to
pull his defensive weight in those pre-Christmas
setbacks.  And he was rewarded for his faith as Ozil
provided the cross for Giroud’s winner to keep
Arsenal nine points behind leaders Chelsea.

It was clear from early on that Albion’s priority
was keeping a tight rein on Arsenal’s attack and
most of the first half followed a repeated pattern-
the hosts moving the ball forward and attempting
to find gaps without much success. 

Ozil had a shot blocked, Giroud sent a curling
effort high and wide, and then failed to react
quickly enough to provide a target when Hector

Bellerin beat the offside trap and volleyed the ball
across the penalty area.

When Arsenal attempted to pass their way
through, any inaccuracy or failure of control was
punished as defenders surrounded and outnum-
bered attackers.  Claudio Yacob intercepted as
Alex Iwobi and Giroud attempted an intricate one-
two. Iwobi then decided to go it alone, but his
shot drifted just over the bar after he had dribbled
in from the left. In the opening five minutes of the
second half Arsenal raised the pace and urgency
of their game and might have scored twice. 

ATTACKING INTENT 
First Iwobi’s low volley forced a save from

Albion goalkeeper Ben Foster and as Alexis
Sanchez rushed in to attempt to stab home the
loose ball, Foster knocked it away for a corner. 

From the resulting set piece, the ball reached
Sanchez inside the six-yard box but with his back
to goal. The Chilean dribbled away from goal to his
left and shot on the turn but the ball rebounded
off the near post. Sanchez, full of attacking intent,
then ran in from the left and shot fiercely for the
top corner, his drive finger-tipped away by Foster.

Perhaps that inspired Giroud to run past two
defenders and hit a low, left-foot shot that Foster
had to keep out with his leg.

Albion had little to offer until Salomon Rondon
charged down the left, but Gabriel was able to
outpace him as he bore down on goal. 

A second run by Rondon, however, forced the
first of a series of corners that ended with Yacob
blasting over the crossbar after Petr Cech had

failed to make a clean catch.
At the other end Giroud’s outstretched foot was

inches away from reaching a low cross from Lucas
Perez, and when Bellerin worked his way clear of
defenders to meet a cross from the right, he could
only head the ball over the bar.

It seemed Albion had done enough to earn a
point until Ozil crossed from the right and Giroud,
bumping and barging defender Gareth McAuley,
sent a header looping over Foster and in. Late sub-
stitute Aaron Ramsey almost made it 2-0 when he
ran onto Sanchez’s header only to hit his shot
against Foster’s legs. — AFP

Giroud late goal lifts Arsenal

Arsenal 1 

West Brom 0

LONDON: West Bromwich Albion’s English
defender Craig Dawson (L) vies with Arsenal’s
Chilean striker Alexis Sanchez during the
English Premier League football match between
Arsenal and West Bromwich Albion at the
Emirates Stadium in London yesterday. — AFP
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LONDON: Customers queue to enter the Selfridges department store in central London yesterday to shop during the post-Christmas, Boxing Day sales. —AFP 

Tata’s market value took a hit after Mistry clash 

A distinct set of governance rules led to spat in India’s largest conglomerate
NEW DELHI/MUMBAI: When Ratan Tata
retired as chairman of Tata Sons Ltd in
2012, he proposed a change in the laws
governing the relationship between India’s
largest conglomerate and its key share-
holder, according to sources familiar with
the situation.

Until then, the Tata Trusts - public chari-
ties owning two-thirds of the company -
had easily protected its investment.  A Tata
family member had for decades held the
chairmanship at both the Trusts and the
company, whose businesses include cars,
software and steel. But an outsider, Cyrus
Mistry, had just taken the top job at Tata
Sons. Tata wanted to make sure the Trusts,
that rely on Tata Sons for dividends to fund
their charitable work, could keep having a
major say in company decisions, the
sources said.

Mistry agreed, and in doing so sowed the
seeds of his ouster from the company last
October, according to interviews with more
than half-a-dozen current and former Tata
executives and advisors, and a review of
meeting minutes, emails and a court peti-
tion that Mistry has filed against Tata Sons.

Mistry’s departure - and the reinstate-
ment of the 78-year-old Tata as interim
chairman - has triggered a bitter, public
spat that has contributed to nearly a $10
billion decline in the market value of Tata’s
many listed companies. Even if the conflict
is resolved, the company could face future
governance issues as the structure remains
unchanged, which means it could weigh
on any new chairman. “It is going to be very
difficult for an external person to take the
role,” said Shriram Subramanian, founder of
proxy advisory firm InGovern Research.

Mistry wrote in a letter to the Tata Sons
board on Oct. 26 that Tata improperly used
the change in bylaws to interfere in the
affairs of the company and created an alter-
nate power center at the group, which
made it hard for him to do his job.

Tata Sons spokesman Debasis Ray said
Tata asked Mistry to do only what was in
the bylaws and got involved in the compa-
ny’s affairs when he was asked. Tata Sons
has cited Mistry’s performance as the main
reason for firing him, holding him responsi-
ble for rising expenses and impairment
provisions.

Still, interviews with sources on both
sides and the review of documents show
that the changes in bylaws helped create
the conditions that caused friction
between Mistry and Tata and increasingly
hindered smooth functioning of the group.

Over the past 30 months, Mistry met Tata

- often along with fellow trustee Noshir
Soonawala - more than two dozen times to
update them on deals and other strategic
decisions at group companies. In several
cases, the meetings and explanations led to
disagreements, the sources said.

Changes to bylaws
The changes in bylaws, which were final-

ized in 2014 after more than a year of dis-
cussions, substantially increased the
accountability of the chairman of Tata Sons
to the directors nominated by the Trusts.
The Trusts can nominate one-third of Tata
Sons’ directors.  The new bylaws require
major decisions, such as deals and changes
to the company’s capital structure, be
approved by a majority of the Trusts’ nomi-
nees. The chairman was also now required
to present five-year and annual business
plans to the board and have them
approved by a majority of the nominees,
the bylaws show.

The chairman, though, was not directly
accountable to any of the trustees, includ-
ing Tata. The Trusts’ nominees were expect-
ed to represent their interests on the Tata
Sons board, sources familiar with the rules
on both sides of the conflict said.

Mistry said in his letter that the family’s
patriarch nevertheless continued to direct-
ly interfere in the conglomerate’s affairs
and called the nominees “postmen” who
did Tata’s bidding.

Mistry also wrote that Tata’s interference
“severely constrained” his ability to make
the necessary changes to turn around
many of the conglomerate’s loss-making
businesses.

Of the three nominees of the Trusts on
the nine-member Tata Sons board at the
time of Mistry’s ousting, one declined to
comment and two others could not be
reached. Tata Sons’ Ray denied that Tata
interfered with operational matters after
stepping down. Tata never attended the
group’s board meetings and any interac-
tion between Tata and Mistry was at
Mistry’s behest, Ray said.

The dispute is now being litigated.
Mistry filed a petition on Dec. 20 at the
National Company Law Tribunal, a quasi-
judicial body that deals with corporate
grievances in India.

In his petition, Mistry has asked the
court to stop Tata and the trustees from
interfering in the affairs of the company,
replace the entire Tata Sons board and

order an investigation into the role of the
trustees. Tata Sons has called his accusa-
tions baseless and malicious and said it
believes that Mistry’s petition is not main-
tainable in law.

Many meetings
While the extent of Tata’s influence

remains in dispute, sources on both sides
acknowledged that Tata and Mistry often
met to talk about the affairs of the compa-
ny, and sometimes disagreed on the best
course of action.

For example, when Tata Power decided
to buy $1.4 billion worth of renewable
energy assets from rival Welspun Energy
this summer, Tata and Soonawala - who is
also a former Tata group finance chief and
close confidante of the family’s patriarch -
got involved. Emails from early July
between Mistry and Soonawala show that
Soonawala had ideas about how the deal
should be structured that were different
from the proposals made by bankers who
were advising the group.

Soonawala also told Mistry to get Tata’s
sign off before finalizing the deal, two
sources close to Mistry said, adding that
the involvement of the two men led to the
deal being delayed by several weeks.

Ray said Soonawala, 81, got involved
because he was asked by Mistry to do so.
Another Tata Sons spokesman said “there
were no delays because of consultation
with the trustees”. Sources close to Mistry
deny he asked for Soonawala’s advice.
Reuters could not independently confirm
whether such a request was ever made.

In another instance, just weeks before
an Indian telecom airwaves auction in the
autumn, Mistry met Tata and Soonawala on
three separate occasions to discuss Tata
Teleservices’ bidding strategy, two sources
close to Mistry said. They said the meetings
lasted for hours, as the two sides disagreed
on how much extra spectrum Tata
Teleservices should buy.

Reuters could not independently deter-
mine who asked for the meetings. Tata and
Soonawala wanted the purchase to be kept
at a minimum because the company was
already bleeding, but Mistry and Tata
Teleservices executives wanted to buy
more, arguing it could help increase value
and draw interest from suitors, the sources
said. Tata Teleservices ended up paying
46.2 billion rupees ($681 million) for some
of the spectrum being sold, government
data showed. What is not clear is who pre-
vailed in the internal argument over the
bidding. — Reuters

Saudi post-budget rally 

stalls, UAE bourses firm

DUBAI: The Saudi Arabian stock market’s post-budget rally
ran out of steam yesterday as the index neared technical
resistance, while United Arab Emirates bourses outper-
formed the region.

The Saudi index added 1.5 percent on Sunday in reaction
to Riyadh’s modestly expansionary state budget for 2017. But
it closed 0.3 percent lower at 7,166 points yesterday in lower
trading volume. Technical resistance lies at this year’s peak of
7,235 points, hit earlier this month.

Utility Saudi Electricity, which jumped 8.7 percent on
Sunday after the government said in the budget that it would
raise domestic fuel and electricity prices by unspecified mar-
gins later this year, fell back 2.6 percent. 

The petrochemical sector, which had outperformed after
the budget plan pledged not to raise gas feedstock prices
before 2019, slipped 0.4 percent. 

But Zain Saudi, which rose 1.9 percent on Sunday after say-
ing it was in talks to sell its mobile transmitter towers to a con-
sortium of TASC SAL and ACWA Holding, climbed a further 3.0
percent yesterday. In Dubai, the index rose 0.8 percent as trad-
ing volume expanded. Amusement park operator DXB
Entertainments gained 3.9 percent.

Shuaa Capital initially rose as much as 2.6 percent after it
bought 14 percent of Bahrain’s Khaleeji Commercial Bank, a
subsidiary of GFH Financial Group , on Sunday for 9.6 million
dinars ($25 million). But Shuaa closed down 1.3 percent.
Retail and hospitality firm Marka, which surged last week
after news that its chief executive Nick Peel had resigned,
continued pulling back, losing 2.6 percent.

Abu Dhabi rose 0.4 percent on the back of strength in
blue-chip banks such as Abu Dhabi Commercial Bank, up
1.6 percent. In Egypt, the index dropped 0.6 percent amid
profit-taking in blue chips such as Global Telecom, down 4.0
percent. But Arabia Cotton Ginning, which climbed 5.9 per-
cent on Sunday after its board approved splitting the com-
pany into two separate entities, rose by the same margin
again yesterday.

HIGHLIGHTS
SAUDI ARABIA
* The index dropped 0.3 percent to 7,166 points.
DUBAI
* The index rose 0.8 percent to 3,552 points.
ABU DHABI
* The index gained 0.4 percent to 4,456 points.
QATAR
* The index fell 0.5 percent to 10,344 points.
EGYPT
* The index dropped 0.6 percent to 12,182 points.
KUWAIT
* The index rose 0.3 percent to 5,714 points.
OMAN
* The index edged down 0.1 percent to 5,727 points.
BAHRAIN
* The index fell 0.3 percent to 1,208 points. — Reuters

MIDEAST STOCK MARKETS

MUMBAI: Crisis erupted in Indian conglomerate Tatas after Cyrus Mistry (left) was
ousted as Tata Sons chairman on 24 October, 2016.
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US dollar stable 
against KD at 0.306

KUWAIT: The exchange rate of the US dollar was stable
against the Kuwaiti Dinar at 0.306, the same case with the
euro which also stabilized at KD 0.320 compared to
Sunday, said the Central Bank of Kuwait (CBK) yesterday.
The CBK added that the rate of the pound sterling went
down to KD 0.375 while the Swiss franc stabilized at KD
0.298. The Japanese yen stood firm at KD 0.002. 

Bahrain November 
inflation rises to 1.9% 

MANAMA: Bahrain’s statistics office released the fol-
lowing November consumer price data. Housing and
utility costs, which account for 24 percent of consumer
expenses, rose 3.0 percent from a year earlier. Prices of
food and non-alcoholic beverages, which account for
16 percent, fell 5.1 percent partly because meat prices
came down to more normal levels after initially soar-
ing in October 2015 when the government removed
meat subsidies. Transport prices jumped 14.9 percent
after Bahrain raised gasoline prices in January.

Turkey capacity utilization 
rate little changed at 76.5%

ISTANBUL: Turkey’s capacity utilization rate, a meas-
ure of how much of the economy’s potential output is
being used, was little changed at 76.5 percent in
December, central bank data showed yesterday. In
November the rate was at 76.4 percent.

EXCHANGE RATES

Al-Muzaini Exchange Co.

ASIAN COUNTRIES
Japanese Yen 2.612
Indian Rupees 4.532
Pakistani Rupees 2.930
Srilankan Rupees 2.055
Nepali Rupees 2.837
Singapore Dollar 213.190
Hongkong Dollar 39.549
Bangladesh Taka 3.880
Philippine Peso 6.158
Thai Baht 5.573

GCC COUNTRIES
Saudi Riyal 81.921
Qatari Riyal 84.375
ani Riyal 797.817
Bahraini Dinar 815.730
UAE Dirham 83.628

ARAB COUNTRIES
Egyptian Pound - Cash 19.750
Egyptian Pound - Transfer 15.740
Yemen Riyal/for 1000 1.233
Tunisian Dinar 133.890
Jordanian Dinar 432.610
Lebanese Lira/for 1000 2.047
Syrian Lira 2.189
Morocco Dirham 30.547

EUROPEAN & AMERICAN COUNTRIES
US Dollar Transfer 307.000
Euro 322.350
Sterling Pound 381.140
Canadian dollar 229.620
Turkish lira 87.920

Dollarco Exchange Co. Ltd

BAHRAIN EXCHANGE COMPANY WLL

Swiss Franc 300.980
Australian Dollar 224.111
US Dollar Buying 305.800

GOLD
20 Gram 232.84
10 Gram 119.34
5 Gram 60.51

Rate for Transfer Selling Rate
US Dollar 306.550
Canadian Dolla 230.500
Sterling Pound 384.385
Euro 322.080
Swiss Frank 300.105
Bahrain Dinar 812.640
UAE Dirhams 83.855
Qatari Riyals 85.080
Saudi Riyals 82.675
Jordanian Dinar 433.540
Egyptian Pound 16.830
Sri Lankan Rupees 2.060
Indian Rupees 4.530
Pakistani Rupees 2.924
Bangladesh Taka 3.887
Philippines Pesso 6.143
Cyprus pound 168.345
Japanese Yen 3.600
Syrian Pound 2.435
Nepalese Rupees 3.825
Malaysian Ringgit 69.340

TOKYO: Kuwait’s crude oil exports to China in
November grew 13.4 percent from a year earlier to
1.21 million tons, equivalent to about 297,000 bar-
rels per day (bpd), official data showed. In the
January-November period, Kuwait exported 325,000
bpd to the world’s second-largest oil consumer, up
16.8 percent on the year, according to data released
by the General Administration of Customs.

China’s overall imports of crude oil in November
rose 18.3 percent from a year earlier to 7.91 million
bpd. Saudi Arabia overtook Russia to become
China’s top supplier last month, with its shipments
jumping 29.2 percent to 1.15 million bpd. It was the
first time for Saudi Arabia to hold the No.1 spot since
June. Russia became second with 1.13 million bpd,
up 17.9 percent, followed by Angola, with exports
from the country surging 39.9 percent to 854,000
bpd.Iraq ranked fourth and Iran fifth, respectively.

China drastically increased the quota for non-
State crude imports this year, as it seeks to attract
more private capital in the largely monopolized
sector. Qualified local refineries are allowed to
import crude oil if they cut backward capacity or
install natural gas storage facilities. These private
refiners, known as “teapot” refiners, are with rela-
tively small capacities, ranging from 20,000 bpd to
100,000 bpd. — KUNA

CURRENCY BUY SELL
Europe

British Pound 0.371545 0.381545
Czech Korune 0.003871 0.015871
Danish Krone 0.039121 0.044121
Euro 0. 316357 0.325357
Norwegian Krone 0.031270 0.036470
Romanian Leu 0.085056 0.085056
Slovakia 0.009215 0.019215
Swedish Krona 0.029340 0.034340
Swiss Franc 0.292878 0.303878
Turkish Lira 0.083732 0.094032

Australasia
Australian Dollar 0.212617 0.224617
New Zealand Dollar 0.205431 0.214931

America
Canadian Dollar 0.221563 0.230563
Georgina Lari 0.138615 0.138615
US Dollars 0.302800 0.307200
US Dollars Mint 0.303300 0.307200

Asia
Bangladesh Taka 0.003527 0.004111
Chinese Yuan 0.042685 0.046185
Hong Kong Dollar 0.037484 0.040234
Indian Rupee 0.002785 0.005519

Indonesian Rupiah 0.000018 0.000024
Japanese Yen 0.002534 0.002714
Kenyan Shilling 0.003157 0.003157
Korean Won 0.000245 0.000260
Malaysian Ringgit 0.064809 0.070809
Nepalese Rupee 0.002941 0.003111
Pakistan Rupee 0.002618 0.002908
Philippine Peso 0.006077 0.006377
Sierra Leone 0.000068 0.000074
Singapore Dollar 0.207315 0.217315
South African Rand 0.016364 0.024854
Sri Lankan Rupee 0.001649 0.002229
Taiwan 0.009514 0.009694
Thai Baht 0.008222 0.008770

Arab
Bahraini Dinar 0.807486 0.815986
Egyptian Pound 0.013671 0.023124
Iranian Riyal 0.000085 0.000086
Iraqi Dinar 0.000181 0.000241
Jordanian Dinar 0.427814 0.436814
Kuwaiti Dinar 1.000000 1.000000
Lebanese Pound 0.000149 0.000249
Moroccan Dirhams 0.020232 0.044232
Nigerian Naira 0.001274 0.001909
Omani Riyal 0.790721 0.796401
Qatar Riyal 0.083486 0.084936
Saudi Riyal 0.080753 0.082053
Syrian Pound 0.001302 0.001522
Tunisian Dinar 0.129004 0.137004
Turkish Lira 0.083732 0.094032
UAE Dirhams 0.082133 0.083833
Yemeni Riyal 0.001016 0.001096

Chinese Yuan Renminbi 31.240
Thai Bhat 9.535
Turkish Lira 87.725

Arab Islamic Takaful 
insurance firm launched

KUWAIT: A new Takaful insurance firm has been launched
as a Kuwaiti joint stock close company with capital worth
KD 5 million (about $16.32 million), according to a new
report. The Arab Islamic company for Takaful insurance
conducts all forms of local insurance and reinsurance,
besides life insurance both at home and abroad, Kuwait Al-
Yaum wrote yesterday. The new company can manage sav-
ing work, and accumulation of funds as well as insurance
against fire, emergencies, transport accidents, and other
forms. The new firm can also invest its funds and handle
them the way it opts for and conduct all relevant financial
operations, the paper said.  

NBK ECONOMIC REPORT

Kuwait’s oil exports 

to China up 13.4% 

KUWAIT: The real estate market received a
significant boost from the commercial sec-
tor in November, pushing the monthly
sales above KD 200 million for the first time
in six months. Activity and KD sales of the
residential and investment sectors contin-
ued to lag last year’s performance by 22
percent year-on-year (y/y) each. Sales in all
sectors totaled KD 2.04 billion year-to-date
(ytd), down 27 percent y/y. November’s
price performance, as reflected in NBK’s
real estate price indices, indicates some sta-
bilization and convergence of trends across
sectors.

Notwithstanding the occasional strong
month, the residential sector sales have
been generally weak throughout 2016.
Sector sales totaled KD 71.4 million on 244
transactions during the month. KD sales
and transactions were both down 25 per-
cent and 21 percent y/y, respectively. The
softness in this sector is congruent with the
slowdown in installment loans and bank
credit to the real estate sector. 

Residential real estate prices have come

down from peaks and lay close to 2013 aver-
ages. The NBK residential home price index
stood at 152.5, retreating by 12 percent y/y.
The index has been trending downward
since the beginning of 2015, when it peaked
at 186 in January 2015; it is down 18 percent
from its January peak. Meanwhile, the resi-
dential land price index inched slightly
upward in November to 178.2, though it
remains down 9.5 percent y/y and 13 per-
cent below its peak in March 2014. 

Investment sector sales this November
remained relatively subdued. Sales totaled
KD 57.9 million, down 1 percent month-on-
month (m/m), in 112 transactions. The sec-
tor ’s activity throughout the last two
months has been generally soft, reminding
us of the summer lull, despite the pickup in
investment building sales.

The investment building price index
retreated marginally in November, erasing
the previous month gain. The NBK invest-
ment building price index shed four points
this month to 180.5, and remained down
13 percent y/y. After posting modest gains

since the first quarter of the year, the index
has been on a downward trend during the
last eight months. The index has seen some
basis effect, coming off record highs seen
between June and August 2015.

The commercial sector provided the
only support for the real estate market this
month. Sales soared to KD 82.5 million, the

second highest performance this year. Year-
to-date sales were up 5 percent from the
same period last year. This was based on
only nine transactions; the largest transac-
tions recorded were two commercial plots
in Sabah Al-Ahmad Sea City for KD 20.3 mil-
lion and a commercial plot in Salmiya for
KD 2.6 million. 

Commercial sector boosts

Kuwait real estate sales

TOKYO: People stand in front of an electronic stock board of a securities firm in Tokyo yesterday. —AP

Turkey’s Yildiz says 
stake sale a business 

ISTANBUL:Turkish food giant Yildiz Holding said its $400
million sale of a stake in biscuit maker Ulker to its British
holding company was a business decision and not moti-
vated by domestic politics. Yildiz, known for international
brands including Godiva chocolates and McVities biscuits,
on Friday said it sold 21 percent of Ulker to Pladis, to
bring its snack businesses under Pladis, which it eventual-
ly aims to list in London. In a statement over the week-
end, Yildiz said it “strongly and clearly” rejected any claims
that the stake sale was made due to mistrust in Turkey’s
economy. The Turkish lira has fallen 17 percent this year,
hit by investor concerns about the fall-out from a failed
coup in July. 
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BUENOS AIRES: Argentine President
Mauricio Macri sacked his finance min-
ister Alfonso Prat-Gay yesterday, shak-
ing up his economic team amid a stub-
born recession that has made his cen-
ter-right reforms deeply unpopular.

“The president asked him to resign,”
chief of staff Marcos Pena told a press
conference. “It’s a matter of policy differ-
ences.” Prat-Gay’s ministry will be split in
two, Pena said.

Nicolas Dujovne, a respected econo-
mist, will  take over as finance
minister.Luis Caputo, who previously
served Prat-Gay as budget secretary,
will take over the newly created budget
ministry.

Caputo was the government’s envoy
for negotiations that ended Argentina’s
decade-old legal battle with US hedge
funds demanding full repayment on
defaulted Argentine bonds. It is Macri’s
first cabinet reshuffle since he swept to

power just over a year ago, putting an
emphatic end to 12 years of left-wing
rule.

Prat-Gay had been instrumental in a
flurry of market-oriented reforms,
including the end of foreign exchange
controls-which triggered a sharp deval-
uation of the peso and sent annual
inflation soaring above 40 percent.
Other reforms under his watch included
the removal of subsidies for public
transportation, electricity and gas,
which triggered angry protests.

Macri says his reforms are necessary
to revive Latin America’s third-largest
economy. But as he starts his second
year in office, the promised growth has
yet to arrive.

The Argentine economy is forecast
to shrink by two percent this year.
Macri ’s government is banking on
growth of 3.5 percent in 2017, with
inflation falling to 17 percent. —AFP

Argentine fin minister 
sacked amid recession

NEW YORK: For hundreds of protesters, it was
cause to cheer when the Obama administra-
tion this month declined to issue an easement
for the Dakota Access pipeline’s final segment.
But that elation was dampened by the uncer-
tainty of what comes next: a Donald Trump-led
White House that might be far less attuned to
issues affecting Native Americans.

“With Trump coming into office, you just
can’t celebrate,” said Laundi Germaine
Keepseagle, who is 28 and from the Standing
Rock Sioux Reservation, where the demonstra-
tors have been camped out near the North
Dakota-South Dakota border. Anxiety over the
1,200-mile pipeline illustrates a broader uncer-
tainty over how tribes will fare under Trump
following what many in Indian Country consid-
er a landmark eight years.

President Barack Obama has won accolades
among Native Americans for breaking through
a gridlock of inaction on tribal issues and for
putting a spotlight on their concerns with year-

ly meetings with tribal leaders. Under his
administration, lawmakers cemented a tribal
health care law that includes more preventive
care and mental health resources and address-
es recruiting and retaining physicians through-
out Indian Country. The Interior Department
restored tribal homelands by placing more
than 500,000 acres under tribes’ control - more
than any other recent administration - while
the Justice Department charted a process
approved by Congress for tribes to prosecute
and sentence more cases involving non-Native
Americans who assault Native American
women. Before Obama, a gap in the laws
allowed for such crimes to go unpunished.

In addition, the federal government settled
decades-old lawsuits involving Native
Americans, including class-action cases over
the government’s mismanagement of royalties
for oil, gas, timber and grazing leases and its
discrimination against tribal members seeking
farm loans. “In my opinion, President Obama

has been the greatest president in dealing with
Native Americans,” said Brian Cladoosby, chair-
man of the Swinomish Tribe north of Seattle
and president of the nonpartisan National
Congress of American Indians, based in
Washington, D.C. “The last eight years give us
hope going forward with the relationships we
have on both sides of the aisle.”

Trump, meanwhile, rarely acknowledged
Native Americans during his campaign and
hasn’t publicly outlined how he would improve
or manage the United States’ longstanding
relationships with tribes.

His Interior secretary pick, Republican Rep.
Ryan Zinke of Montana, sponsored legislation
that he says would have given tribes more con-
trol over coal and other fossil fuel development
on their lands. But some of Trump’s biggest
campaign pledges - including repealing health
care legislation and building a wall along the
US-Mexico border - would collide with tribal
interests. — AP

KUWAIT: As a part of Noor Capital Markets
(NCM) mission to raise the awareness about the
global markets and its sophisticated mediums,
an educational seminar was conducted about
the international economics, markets activities
and related topics that concern the investors. The
seminar was presented by Dr Yousef Al-Hadhoud
along with Noor CM team and lasted for two
days at Radisson Blue Hotel.

“We endeavor to collaborate our efforts in
supporting our customers through our customer
service and sales teams.We keep an open chan-
nel for direct communications to understand
clients concerns, therefore we observed that
many do lack the basic information about trad-
ing terminology, tools and strategies, thus we
provide the knowledge to them to increase
awareness,”Nada Sulaiman, Assistant manager-
Business development stated.

“Investors need to know the basics of online
trading before they start trading portfolio, thus
we present in our gatherings the trading princi-
ples, and such a collaboration with one of the
prime names in trading industry” Noor Capital
Markets” is a privilege,” The markets expert Dr
Yousef Al Hadhoud commented.

“We touched a momentous interaction
amongst the attendees who were interested in
all topics discussed such as An Introduction to
Financial Markets, Trading Platform and Capital
Management and we are going to keep cus-

tomizing our discussions to our customers’
demands accordingly,” Ms Sulaiman concluded.

NoorCM-Kuwait is a service provider of Amwal
International Investment Company KSCC, one of
the most prestigious Investment and financial
companies in the region. Amwal specializes in

private equity, financial services, and develop-
ment projects in the Middle East and North Africa
region, headquartered in Kuwait City. Amwal is a
public regulated company on the Kuwait Stock
Exchange and is licensed by the Central Bank of
Kuwait and Capital Markets Authority Kuwait.

LONDON: The number of Britons who hit
the shops on Boxing Day morning, a tra-
ditional shopping day, fell 6 percent ver-
sus the same period last  year,  whi le
online transactions rose 11.5 percent
year- on-year,  retai l  data company
Springboard said. Br i t ish retai l  sales
grew at the fastest rate in more than a
ye a r  i n  l a te  N ove m b e r  a n d  e a r l y
December, which may have taken some
of the buzz out of the period around the
Christmas holiday.

Boxing Day sales have traditionally
been an indicator of the strength of the
Christmas shopping period. But as online
transactions grow in importance, dis-
counting periods are being spread more
evenly over the year and fewer people
are visiting shops to make purchases.

In further evidence of changing shop-
ping habits, Springboard said the num-
ber of people in shopping centres on
Boxing Day morning fell 16.6 percent ver-
sus the same period last year.

Britain’s The Telegraph newspaper
said huge volumes of returns from Black
Friday in November meant that many
items would not make it back into shops
in time for Boxing Day, hampering shops’
sales  fur ther,  c i t ing data from Clear
Returns which tracks online shopping
returns.  A record 1 billion pounds worth
of items are expected to be returned
after this year’s Black Friday as online cus-
tomers adopted a “buy now and decide
later” stance, The Telegraph said.

Clear Returns was not immediately
available to comment. — Reuters

HAVANA: Alex Romero was
delighted when President Barack
Obama came to Havana in March
bearing the promise of a bright
new future. Like so many other
Cubans, the 42-year-old state pho-
tography shop employee thrilled at
the president’s vision of restored
ties between the US and Cuba.
Families would reunite. A flood of
American business would lift the
stagnant centrally planned econo-
my, fueling its slow path toward
reform. Even as Obama spoke, an
80 percent surge in US visitors was
drenching state-run and private
businesses with hundreds of mil-
lions of desperately needed dollars.

Nine months later, the world seen
from Havana looks very different.

President Raul Castro faces what
could be his toughest year since he
took power in 2006. 2017 brings a
possible economic recession and a
US president-elect who has prom-
ised to undo Obama’s normaliza-
tion unless the Cuban government
makes new concessions on civil
rights. Resistance to pressure from
Washington is a founding principle
for the Cuban communist system,
making domestic concessions in
exchange for continued detente a
virtual impossibility.

“People expected that after
Obama came there would be
changes in the relationship between
the US and Cuba but that we could
keep the best of what we have, the
benefits for the people,” Romero
said. “Trump’s not going to be able
to get what he wants, another type
of Cuba. If the world’s number one
power takes us on, 2017 is going to
be really bad for us.”

Twin challenges
Castro must manage these twin

economic and diplomatic chal-

lenges during a year of transition.
The 85-year-old general has prom-
ised to hand over the office in early
2018 to a successor, widely expect-
ed to be Miguel Diaz-Canel, a 56-
year-old official with neither the
Castro name nor revolutionary cre-
dentials. The change will occur
without Castro’s older brother Fidel,
the revolutionary leader whose
largely unseen presence endowed
the system he created with histori-
cal weight and credibility in the
eyes of many Cubans before he
died last month at 90.

“Even if those two events hadn’t
taken place - Trump’s victory and
Fidel’s death - 2017 was going to be
a very difficult year for Cuba,” said
Cuban economist Omar Everleny
Perez, a visiting professor at Keio

University in Tokyo. Cuba publishes
few credible economic statistics,
but experts expect the country to
end this year with gross domestic
product growth of 1 percent or less.
It maintained a rate close to 3 per-
cent from 2011-2015.

One bright spot is tourism,
booming since Obama and Castro’s
Dec. 17, 2014, detente announce-
ment set off a surge in overall visi-
tor numbers, up more than 15 per-
cent in 2015 and again this year.

“I’ve never seen as many tourists
as I have this year,” said Magalys
Pupo, a street-corner pastry vendor
in Old Havana. “They’re everywhere
and they’re the income that we
need in this country.”

The slowness of macroeconomic
growth despite a surge of interest

in foreign investment and the
greatest tourism boom in decades
attests to both long-term misman-
agement of the Cuban economy
and the depth of the crisis in other
sectors, particularly aid from
Venezuelan in the form of deeply
subsidized oil.

Analysts believe that as
Venezuela’s Cuba-inspired socialist
economy has disintegrated, exports
to Cuba has dropped from 115,000
barrels daily in 2008 to 90,000 in
recent years to 40,000 a day over
the last few months. Venezuela was
the prime destination alongside
Brazil for Cuban doctors and other
professionals whose salaries go
directly to the Cuban government,
providing another vital source of
hard currency believed to be slack-
ening in recent years. Nickel, anoth-
er of Cuba’s main exports, has seen
a sharp price drop this year.

The revenue drop may be creat-
ing a vicious cycle for Cuba’s state-
run industries. Experts say cutbacks
in imported industrial inputs this
year will lead to lower productivity
in Cuba’s few domestic industries in
2017 and make zero growth or
recession highly likely.

“Raul Castro’s government has a
year left and it should be planning
what needs to be done,” said Pavel
Vidal, a Cuban economist at the
Universidad Javeriana in Cali,
Colombia. “Above all, it will be man-
aging a crisis.” The government cut
back summer working hours and
gas rations for state-owned vehicles
and has so far avoided any sustained
power outages. But a crackdown on
black-market gasoline sales to taxi
drivers led them to increase prices,
causing drivers to raise their prices,
squeezing many Cubans already
struggling to get by on state salaries
of about $30 a month. — AP

UK Boxing Day online 
sales jump 11.5% 

Noor Capital Markets holds 
seminar on financial markets

Professional analysis to the markets’ movement

Cuba’s Raul Castro faces deep 
economic problems in 2017 

HAVANA: In this March 20, 2016 file photo, tourists ride in a classic
American car past a balcony decorated with Cuban and US flags in
Havana. Slow growth during a surge of interest in foreign invest-
ment and the greatest tourism boom in decades attests to both
long-term systemic mismanagement and the depth of the crisis in
other sectors, particularly aid from Venezuelan in the form of deeply
subsidized oil. —AP 

US pipeline uncertainty illustrates 
broader concerns for tribes 

LONDON: Customers look at handbags at Selfridges department store in central
London yesterday during the post-Christmas, Boxing Day sales. —AFP

BUENOS AIRES: This file photo taken on April 19, 2016 shows Finance Minister
Alfonso Prat-Gay after giving a press conference at Casa Rosada Government
Palace in Buenos Aires. — AFP
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TOKYO: Tokyo stocks closed lower yester-
day,  though Shanghai  gained and Seoul
rose marginally in quiet trading with most
of the region’s other key markets closed for
public holidays.

Incentives were few and the Dow Jones
Industrial Average, which on Friday again fell
short of 20,000 points in light trade ahead of
the holiday weekend, provided little tailwind.

Investors in Japan cashed in on a recent
global rally fuelled largely by expectations for
the incoming administration of US President-
elect Donald Trump. Tokyo’s benchmark Nikkei
225 index, which was closed on Friday for a
national holiday, ended down 0.16 percent, or

31.03 points, to 19,396.64. The broader Topix
index of all first-section issues fell 0.37 percent,
or 5.68 points, at 1,538.14.

“Selective shares are facing profit-taking fol-
lowing the recent gains, as many investors are
on the sidelines in a holiday mood, looking to
fresh factors to trade,” said Shinichi Yamamoto,
broker at Okasan Securities in Tokyo. Japan’s
banks remained under selling pressure on neg-
ative news in the sector from overseas. Italy on
Friday approved a state-funded rescue of the
world’s oldest bank, 

Monte dei Paschi di Siena, while Deutsche
Bank and Credit Suisse agreed to pay a total of
almost $12.5 billion to settle disputes over the

sale of mortgage-backed securities during the
global financial crisis.

Japan’s MUFG dropped 1.22 percent while
its rival Sumitomo Mitsui Financial Group was
down 0.84 percent.

“There are very few market participants
around at the end of the year, and  with some
short-term overbuying, Japanese stocks may
keep adjusting their levels,” Shoji Hirakawa,
chief global strategist at Tokai Tokyo Research
Institute Co, told Bloomberg. 

But  N intendo was up 4 .06 percent  to
24,555 yen after the company’s president told
a Japanese newspaper it plans to release at
least three game apps for smartphones a year.

‘Honeymoon period’ 
Chinese stocks closed higher yesterday

after the market rebounded following
losses earlier this month, dealers said. The
benchmark Shanghai Composite Index
gained 0.40 percent, or 12.42 points, to
3,122.57 on turnover of 170.6 billion yuan
($24.6 billion).

And the Shenzhen Composite Index,
which tracks stocks on China’s second
exchange, added 0.37 percent, or 7.31
points, to 1,978.37 on turnover of 207.7
billion yuan. Both indexes had finished the
morning session lower before recovering
for the day. Seoul rose slightly, ending up
0.09 percent.  Financial  markets were
closed in Hong Kong, Singapore, Sydney,

Kuala Lumpur, Wellington and Jakarta for
public holidays. Currency markets were
quiet. “The undercurrent is still a strong
dollar, but there was an adjustment phase
in the past few days after a surge on
expectations for Mr Trump,” Marito Ueda,
senior dealer at FX Prime, told AFP.

Sentiment favouring a strong dollar “will
likely continue until Mr Trump actually
takes office in January and maybe during
the so-called ‘honeymoon period’, or 100
initial days of his government, unless some
geopolitical risks emerge,” Ueda added. The
greenback traded at 117.14 yen, down from
117.31 yen on Friday in New York. The euro,
meanwhile, rose slightly, trading at $1.0464
from $1.0454 on Friday.

Tokyo stocks down, Shanghai up in thin trade

TOKYO: A man walks by an electronic stock board of a securities firm in Tokyo yester-
day. Stock markets in Japan and China declined yesterday in light trading after
Christmas with most other Asian markets closed. — AP 
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KUWAIT: Kuwait Financial Centre “Markaz” and
Gulf Bank announced in a joint statement the
successful completion of “Markaz” 5 years
bond issue with a nominal value of KD25 mil-
lion, which was oversubscribed. This extensive
demand reflects the investors’ trust in
“Markaz”, the quality of the issue, and the high
creditworthiness of “Markaz,” in addition to the
effectiveness of the joint distribution efforts
with Gulf Bank. “Markaz”, the Issue Manager,
has appointed Gulf Bank as the Financial
Advisor and Sales Agent.

The bonds are issued in two tranches, one
with a fixed interest rate of 5% annually
payable quarterly, while the other tranche
offers a floating interest rate of 2.25 percent

above the Central Bank of Kuwait discount
rate, annually and payable quarterly. 

It is worth noting that these bonds, due in
2021, are issued in Kuwaiti dinar and enjoy a
credit rating of (BBB) from Capital Intelligence.
The credit rating reflects the diversity of
“Markaz’s” investment assets and the good lev-
el of liquidity, in addition to the decrease of
the leverage level, and the good flow of rev-
enues from commissions, administrative fees,
direct and indirect investments. 

Manaf Alhajeri, “Markaz” CEO, said: “We are
pleased to issue the new bonds, which repre-
sent the third issue of ‘Markaz,’ reflecting the
trust of the capital markets in the quality of
Markaz’s issues. The extensive participation of

corporate investors in this new issue confirms
this trust again in ‘Markaz,’ and reflects the
suitable pricing. We hope in light of these pos-
itive signs that corporate efforts in both the
public sector and private sector will continue
to create a strong and deeply established
bonds market.” 

Alhajeri added: “We cherish our strong rela-
tionship with Gulf Bank as financial adviser
and selling agent, and we seek to maintain
and reinforce this relationship through the
continuous cooperation between us. We
entrusted Gulf Bank with this role in this issue,
and also the one preceding it, in view of the
strong market position it enjoys as well as our
confidence in the potentials of its distribution

network. Gulf Bank is a leading financial insti-
tution with a strong network of branches. We
are confident that our agreement with the
bank is essential to reach a wider base of
Investors.”

Meanwhile, Antoine Daher, CEO of Gulf
Bank said: “We are pleased to have played an
active role in successfully closing the Markaz
bond issuance. The issue was well received by
the investors and was oversubscribed due to
the excellent reputation of ‘Markaz’, the dis-
tinctive conditions of the bonds, as well as the
outstanding distribution capabilities of Gulf
Bank. We have offered both our institutional
and private banking clients the opportunity to
subscribe in these bonds. Finally, we believe

that we achieved a significant milestone for
Gulf Bank by adding this issue to the extensive
set of diversified investment products offered
to our clients.”

The international credit rating company
“Capital Intelligence” affirms the credit rating
of “Markaz” bonds at the (BBB) investment
grade with a stable outlook. It stated in its
report that the transformation in the assets
diversity away from the most fluctuating
financial markets towards the relatively stable
real estate sector is a factor for supporting the
stabilizing of the rating. Furthermore, the rat-
ing reflects the strength of the brand, the con-
servative business model and good reputation
of the company. 

Markaz successfully closes a 5-year KD 25m bond issue

BANGKOK: Workers clean the window of an office building in downtown Bangkok
yesterday. Thailand, a country beset by more than a decade of political instability,
has one of the region’s weakest economies, forecast to grow by around 3.2 percent
for this year. — AFP 

SEOUL: Headed for a fourth straight annual
profit decline, Hyundai Motor is trimming its
cost fat; scaling back on business class flights
and annual family home trips for overseas
employees, executives told Reuters. The South
Korean automaker has been hit by its exposure
to weak emerging markets, and a product line-
up that features more sedans than sport utility
vehicles, just as SUVs have become more popu-
lar across many global markets.

The belt-tightening - which also includes cut-
ting back on printing and fluorescent light bulbs
- aims to buy Hyundai time to prepare new mod-
els and a design revamp. “We’re trying to address
a mismatch between the market trend and our
product line-up,” said one Hyundai insider, refer-
ring to a need for more SUV models. “That’s a
longer term plan. For now we’re trying to save
every penny,” he said, declining to be identified
because the plans are not public.

Since October, Hyundai Motor Group execu-
tives have taken a 10 percent pay cut, the first
such move in seven years.  The number of execu-
tives at Hyundai Motor alone has risen by 44 per-
cent in five years, to 293 last year. The group has
also downgraded hotel rooms for executive trav-
el, and is encouraging video conferencing as a
cheaper alternative to travel, insiders said.

“We’re in emergency management mode,”
said another insider, who didn’t want to be
named as he is not authorized to speak to the
media. In a response to Reuters for this article,
Hyundai Motor said it is “making various cost-
saving efforts”, with shrinking global demand
and growing business uncertainty, but did not
elaborate.

Other costs, such as low-margin supplier
parts and labor at the heavily-unionized
automaker, are tougher to pare back, said Ko
Tae-bong, analyst at Hi Investment & Securities,
noting Hyundai needs also to spend more on
research and development in self-driving and
other new technologies. While Hyundai remains
cash-rich, its costs as a proportion of revenue
have risen for five straight years, to 81 percent so
far this year, regulatory filings show. “Cutting
expenses are stopgap measures, and won’t do
much to improve its bottom line,” Ko said, calling
them more “symbolic”.

Sales decline
Hyundai grew quickly after the global finan-

cial crisis, with brisk sales of its Sonata and
Elantra sedans. It was the only major automaker
to increase sales in the United States in 2009. But
it has struggled to maintain that momentum as
rivals’ sales of SUVs have boomed and emerging
market economies have weakened. Hyundai

Motor shares have fallen 40 percent in the past
three years, the worst performer among global
automakers. The automaker’s top US executive
has resigned, and the South Korea sales chief
and China head have been replaced. Sales of
Hyundai cars, and those of its affiliate Kia Motors
, could drop to 8 million this year, a first decline
since Hyundai bought its smaller domestic rival
in 1998, said Ko, the analyst.

For next year, Hyundai-Kia Executive Vice
President and research head Park Hong-jae,
expects sales to pick up again. “It was a difficult
year this year. Things will get better,” he told
reporters on Thursday, citing recovery in markets
such as Brazil and Russia. Another Hyundai
source said the group has trimmed its prelimi-
nary 2017 sales target to 8.2 million vehicles,
from 8.35 million forecast in mid-year.

More SUVS
While it looks to manage its staff budget,

Hyundai is beefing up its SUV offerings, freshen-
ing up its Sonata sedan, and redirecting exports
from slow-demand markets such as the Middle
East to the United States. In the United States,
SUVs accounted for 28 percent of Hyundai’s sales
in January-November, up from 23 percent a year
earlier, according to Autodata Corp, but less than
half the industry average.

At its plant in Montgomery, Alabama,
Hyundai has replaced some Sonata production
with its popular Santa Fe SUV. Next year,

Hyundai will look to plug a gap in its SUV offer-
ings for developed markets by making a sub-
compact model - under the project name “OS” -
in South Korea for sale at home, in the United
States and Europe, people inside the company
said.  Hyundai makes sub-compact SUVs locally
in China, India and Russia.

“We need that small SUV in the US, much
sooner than later,” Scott Fink, one of Hyundai’s
biggest US dealers, told Reuters. In sedans,
Hyundai is pushing sales of bigger, higher-mar-
gin models like the Azera, or Grandeur, and its
Genesis luxury line.  Its smaller sedans, including
the Elantra and Sonata, have lost ground to
rivals like Honda Motor ’s Civic, which one
Hyundai executive said has “wowing design”.

Hyundai is working on a next generation of
cars with “a different flair” to hit the market from
2019, Luc Donckerwolke, senior vice president
for design, told Reuters on the sidelines of a
recent event. 

The biggest holder of Hyundai Motor pre-
ferred shares, the Norway-based Skagen Kon-Tiki
fund, expects the automaker to get back on track
over the next couple of years, with new SUVs,
recovering emerging market currencies and bet-
ter plant utilization. Knut Harald Nilsson, the
fund’s lead portfolio manager, reckons Hyundai’s
margins should recover to above 7 percent over
that period, from 6 percent earlier this year, but
are unlikely to return to the 10 percent levels of a
few years ago “anytime soon”. — Reuters 

Blindsided by SUV boom, 

Hyundai trims costs, perks

Sales hurt by lack of SUV models, lackluster sedan design

MUMBAI: Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
vow to take on benami, or nameless properties,
can bring greater transparency to a notoriously
opaque sector and help check prices if a new law
is implemented properly, experts said yesterday.

The practice of buying a property in the name
of someone other than the buyer has been widely
misused to buy real estate with undeclared
income and with fake names and identities to
avoid paying tax. It is estimated benami proper-
ties worth billions of dollars are held under ficti-
tious names across India, bypassing laws to check
ownership and depriving states of valuable rev-
enue that could be spent on development and
welfare schemes. A 1988 law on such properties
was amended this year to ban illegal benami
transactions with stricter punishments including
imprisonment and a fine of up to a fourth of the
property’s fair market value. These properties can

also be confiscated. “We are going to take action
against the properties which are purchased in the
name of others. It is the property of the country,”
Modi said in his monthly radio address on
Sunday. “This law will be put to use in the coming
days to fight corruption,” he said. Property as
defined under the 1988 law includes not only
land and homes, but also assets such as gold,
stocks and bank deposits. “If the new law is imple-
mented properly, there will be greater trans-
parency in the real estate sector, there will be less
corruption, and we may see a correction in prices,”
said Vinod Sampat, a property lawyer in Mumbai.

“But these transactions are hard to track, and
the government has a poor record of implemen-
tation. While the intention is good, it remains to
be seen if the law can be implemented properly,”
he said. A series of slum evictions in cities includ-
ing Delhi has put the spotlight on an acute hous-

ing shortage in urban India. About a third of the
country’s 1.25 billion population lives in cities,
with numbers rising as tens of thousands of peo-
ple leave villages to seek better prospects.

A government plan to provide housing for all by
2022 is meant to create 20 million new urban hous-
ing units and 30 million rural homes. But the gov-
ernment has been criticized for the slow pace of
implementation. Going after benami properties
can help accelerate the pace of implementing the
government’s plan, said Anuj Puri, chairman of real
estate firm Jones Lang LaSalle India. “When titles
are clear and transactions transparent, the confi-
dence of lenders increases, so we will see a pickup
in lending to buyers,” he said. “This will increase the
supply of residential real estate.” The focus on bena-
mi properties comes on the heels of a crackdown
on undeclared “black money” by withdrawing high-
value rupee bills from circulation.  — Reuters 

India crackdown on ‘nameless’ 

properties could purge sector 

Experts see implementation hurdles

DUBAI: Abu Dhabi’s stock market plans
to introduce covered short-selling in the
first quarter of 2017, its chief executive
said yesterday, as it seeks to boost liq-
uidity and attract more foreign investors.

In covered short-selling, investors
borrow shares and sell  them in the
expectation of repurchasing them later
at a lower price. Regulators in the Gulf
have until now shied away from allowing
the practice because of concern that it
could destabilise markets, though some
countries including Saudi Arabia and
Qatar have said they plan to introduce it.

The Abu Dhabi Securities Exchange
(ADX) said yesterday it had held meet-
ings with brokerages in Abu Dhabi and
Dubai ahead of the launch of a short-
selling service. ADX chief executive
Abdullah Al-Blooshi told Reuters the
exchange was acting after the United
Arab Emirates market regulator, the
Securities and Commodities Authority,
approved rules on short-selling.

Dubai Financial Market, the UAE’s
other big exchange, did not respond to
an emailed request to comment on
whether it too might eventually launch
short-selling. Blooshi said the ADX
aimed ‘to diversify investment instru-
ments in order to increase the level of
liquidity to match global markets. This
will enable us to attract foreign investors
accustomed to these instruments’.

ADX’s short-selling service will be
open to investors with margin trading
accounts, investment funds, institutional
investors, custodian clients and market
makers, said Blooshi, noting that the
‘door will be open’ to other investors if
they obtain approval from the exchange.
In a statement, the ADX described sever-
al rules to reduce risks surrounding
short-selling. For example, the price of a
stock sold short must be higher than the
last deal price involving the stock, while
brokers’ clients will have to provide guar-
antees when selling short. — Reuters

Abu Dhabi bourse to 

launch short-selling 

BEIJING: China’s non-financial out-
bound direct investment (ODI) is likely
to  hit 1.12 trillion yuan ($161.19 billion)
in 2016 and foreign direct investment
into China will total 785 billion yuan,
Commerce Minister Gao Hucheng said
yesterday. The government will “pro-
mote the healthy and orderly develop-
ment of outbound investment and
cooperation” in 2017, Gao said in
remarks at a conference that were pub-
lished on the ministry’s website.

China’s ODI in November jumped 76.5
percent from a year earlier and it rose
55.3 percent in the first 11 months of
2016, the ministry’s data showed, as
local firms continued to invest abroad
amid a slowing economy and weaken-
ing yuan.

Separately, the ministry said on its
microblog that China will sharply reduce
restrictions on foreign investment access
in 2017, opening up sectors where for-
eign companies have strong investment
interest and risks are under control.

No details were given on what restric-
tions will be changed. Earlier this month,
China published draft foreign investment

guidelines which it said would “increase
openness to the outside world”. 

Based on Gao’s forecasts, non-finan-
cial ODI is set to surpass foreign direct
investment into China by an unprece-
dented 335 billion yuan this year, amid
worries about capital outflows. For all of
2015, the ministry reported non-finan-
cial ODI of 735.1 billion yuan, and FDI of
781.4 billion yuan. 

Gao said that in 2017, difficulties
faced in maintaining a stable flow of for-
eign investment into China will increase,
while sources of volatility for China’s out-
bound investment will rise along with
risks, according to an interview with
state media published Monday.

Beijing has announced a string of
measures recently to tighten controls on
money moving out of the country,
including closer scrutiny of outbound
investments, as the yuan skids and the
country’s foreign exchange reserves fall
to the lowest levels in nearly six years.
China will further enhance the competi-
tiveness of its foreign trade and consoli-
date recent good momentum, Gao
added. — Reuters

China’s outward investment 

tops $161bn in 2016

FDI into China for 2016 
seen as flat in yuan terms
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KUWAIT: Speaking at the second Dal
Talks held at Al-Shaheed Park on
Saturday, ALARGAN International Real
Estate Company CEO and Vice Chairman
of the Board of Directors, Khaled Al-
Meshaan, emphasized on the notion of
sustainability in career, entrepreneurship
and business to drive long-term growth.
He further highlighted the importance of
quality, building on strengths and evolv-
ing over time to remain competitive.

Sharing a panel with speakers com-
prising Global Investment House Vice
Chairman and Group Chief Executive
Officer, Maha Al-Ghunaim, Al-Meshaan
shared his story of the evolution of
ALARGAN, a story interlaced with his per-
sonal growth in the professional world.   

Al-Meshaan said: “It all starts with a
single idea; what market need does it tar-
get and what challenges does it attract.
We all start small somewhere and grow
bigger by focusing on our strengths,
which can be revealed with time.
Therefore, it is important to focus on
what we are doing and do it better, as
well as evaluate the idea over time.”

ALARGAN International Real Estate
Company was established as a contract-
ing company and has evolved to become
a leading developer with fully-owned
subsidiaries in the region, executing
developments that are sustainable and
add value to their communities. 

Al-Meshaan said: “Our primary focus
at ALARGAN is to add value for the bene-
fit of our society as we follow our motto
“Life ...as you love it” through which we
develop real estate solutions to enhance

our customers’ enjoyment of life. Yields
will subsequently follow.”

Al-Meshaan also affirmed that the
success of the company was mainly led
by its ability to adapt to changes and to
lead innovation. “We study future
changes in needs and habits, and chal-
lenges coming our way. From there we
innovate and evolve.” ALARGAN is today
the only company in Kuwait to obtain the
Platinum ranking for the Leadership in
Energy & Environmental Design (LEED)
program, which is awarded by the U.S.
Green Building Council (USGBC).
ALARGAN focuses on the development
of affordable and middle income hous-
ing in the GCC to serve the growing pop-
ulation and changing income scales. 

In addition to its future-looking strate-

gy, ALARGAN invests in talents by provid-
ing them profit sharing schemes and
benefits, a collaborative work environ-
ment and sense of belonging. This goes
hand-in-hand with the company’s heavy
investment in corporate social responsi-
bility, a key investment that it recognizes
as a pillar to long-term sustainability. 

Al-Meshaan concluded his talk with
an advice to the younger audience:
“Always look ahead and do not get dis-
tracted. Think long-term, think sustain-
able and value. These values make for
great entrepreneurship.”

Dal Talks is a moderated conference
organized by the Kuwait International
Law Society at the School of Law at
Kuwait University, and is aimed at moti-
vating and inspiring as well as changing

the views of its audience. Dal Talks previ-
ously hosted Dr Saad Al-Barrak, former
CEO of Zain; Ghanim Al-Muftah, the
Qatari child wonder diagnosed with
Caudal Regression Syndrome at birth;
and Faisal Al-Nashmi, Kuwaiti Chef and
founder of Al-Makan.

ALARGAN International Real Estate
Company is a leading real estate compa-
ny based in Kuwait and focused on the
development of affordable and middle
income housing in the GCC. The compa-
ny strives to integrate its motto, ‘Life... As
You Love It’, across its projects by creat-
ing “live, work, play and savor” environ-
ments that present a unique lifestyle
experience. The company also endeavors
to pass on its sustainability values to the
community by including green and ener-

gy efficient initiatives in its projects.
ALARGAN is the only company in Kuwait
to obtain the Platinum ranking for the
Leadership in Energy & Environmental
Design (LEED) program, which is award-
ed by the US Green Building Council
(USGBC). ALARGAN follows a balanced
investment strategy, and tries to seize
opportunities with stable and superior
returns based on the market’s invest-
ment cycle. Its projects are diverse and
located across the Gulf region, including
the State of Kuwait, the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia, the Kingdom of Bahrain
and the Sultanate of Oman, delivering
popular hotels resorts, widely visited
shopping and food destinations, large
development communities, and middle
income level residential housing.

Alargan CEO talks about sustainability and growth 

KUWAIT: Kuwait Finance House (KFH) has
launched a new marketing campaign dedicated for
the long term saving and investment plans as part
of the bank’s continuing effort to cater for cus-
tomers’ banking needs and future aspirations, yet
to educate them on the benefits of those plans
that encompass ‘Jameati’ for education, ‘Rafaa’ for
marriage, ‘Enjaz’ for youths’ projects, and ‘Themar’
for retirement. The investment plans are flexible
with high investment returns, not to mention are
characterized by having Takaful insurance cover-
age during the investment period.

The campaign that has been launched on eve
of the New Year affirms KFH’s keenness to address
customers’ banking and investment needs, while
reflects its endeavors to cope with their future
aspirations by offering them products and servic-
es in line with international standards of quality. It
is worth noting that the client targets a sum of
money that he wishes to collect in the future, and
through an organized plan, this sum of money is
saved during a specific timeframe over monthly
installments. Accumulative sums of money are
invested, and clients receive annual investment
profits. “Jameati” Higher Education Investment

Plan is designed for university education purposes.
The saving period ranges between 4 to 18 years,
and the targeted saving amount ranges between
KD 4,000 to KD 120,000. “Rafaa” Marr iage
Investment Plan is designed for children to help
them cover the expenses of their marriage. The
target saving amount ranges between KD 5,000
to KD 120,000. The saving period ranges between
4 years to 25 years. 

“Injaz” Flexible Investment Plan is designed for
customers to achieve their personal plans and
dreams. The targeted saving amount ranges
between KD 4,000 to KD 120,000. The saving peri-
od ranges between 2 to 15 years.

“ Thimar” Retirement Investment Plan is
designed for customers to help them enjoy a com-
fortable retirement period worthy of their life
achievements. The targeted saving amount ranges
between KD 5,000 to KD 120,000. 

The Saving period ranges between 5 years to 39
years. Upon completion of the saving period, the
targeted saving amount and the accumulated prof-
its during the investment period will be available
to customers in the four investment plans. KFH was
established in Kuwait in 1977 and is enlisted in the

Kuwait Stock Exchange. KFH Group is a global pio-
neer in the field of Islamic banking services, where
it offers a wide array of Islamic products and servic-
es, not to mention a high standard of innovation
and client service.

KFH manages its operations in the GCC, Asia,
and Europe through over 446 branches, including
KFH-Turkey, in order to offer services for the bank’s
clients in Turkey, Malaysia, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain,
Germany, Jordan, and Dubai.

KFH’s mission is to achieve highest levels of
excellence and innovation in the field of client
service, while developing common interest for all
those concerned with the financial institution.
KFH’s vision is to spearhead the global develop-
ment in Islamic financial services, and to upgrade
the bank into the level of becoming the most sus-
tainable profitable Islamic bank in the world. KFH’s
values include cementing leadership through all its
businesses, including leadership in the Islamic
banking services worldwide, through innovation
and in client service and the development of its
employees. In addition, KFH is committed to all its
procedures, and to setting up long-life partner-
ships with the concerned authorities. 

KFH launches ‘investment 
plans marketing’ campaign 

Solutions for education, marriage, projects and retirement

KUWAIT: Burgan Bank announced Ahmad Khalifah
Rashed Al-Shahoumi as the new KD 125,000 cash
prize winner in the Yawmi quarterly draw.  The win-
ner expressed his excitement for being the winner
of the rewarding cash prize with Yawmi Account
from Burgan Bank.

The Yawmi Account offers customers more
chances to win higher rewards, entitling one lucky
customer to win KD 125,000 cash prize every three
months. To enter Burgan Bank’s Yawmi quarterly
draws, customers should maintain a minimum
amount of KD500 in their account  for tow months
prior to draw date. Additionally, every KD10 in the
account will entitle customers to one chance of
winning. For more information about the Yawmi
quarterly draw, customers are advised to visit their
nearest Burgan Bank branch, or call the bank’s Call
Center at 1804080 where customer service repre-
sentatives will be delighted to assist with any ques-
tions on the Yawmi account or any of the bank’s
products and services. Established in 1977, Burgan
Bank is the youngest commercial Bank and second
largest by assets in Kuwait, with a significant focus
on the corporate and financial institutions sectors,
as well as having a growing retail, and private bank
customer base. Burgan Bank has majority owned
subsidiaries in the MENAT region supported by one
of the largest regional branch networks.

The Bank has continuously improved its per-
formance over the years through an expanded rev-
enue structure, diversified funding sources, and a
strong capital base. The adoption of state-of-the-
art services and technology has positioned it as a
trendsetter in the domestic market and within the

MENA region. Burgan Bank’s brand has been creat-
ed on a foundation of real values - of trust, commit-
ment, excellence and progression, to remind us of
the high standards to which we aspire. ‘People
come first’ is the foundation on which its products
and services are developed.

DUBAI: This Dubai Shopping Festival (Dec
26, 2016 to Jan 28, 2017), DAMAC
Properties is offering a brand new BMW or
another luxury car - guaranteed with the
purchase of a luxury apartment starting
from AED 599,000.

Niall McLoughlin, Senior Vice President,
DAMAC Properties said: “We’re pleased to
offer investors a unique opportunity to
experience the pleasure of luxury with
DAMAC and drive away in a BMW or anoth-
er luxury car, when they invest in a proper-
ty across select luxury developments in
Dubai. From luxury apartments overlook-
ing Dubai Canal to branded residences in
Dubai Marina, this offer allows property
buyers not only to live the luxury, but to
drive it too.”

Known for its big deals for discerning
customers, DAMAC has been at the fore-
front of luxury real estate development in
Dubai. In addition to its promotions, the
company stresses high appreciation poten-
tial and returns in the Dubai property mar-
ket. “With the city’s development still on
the rise, there’s no better time than now to
invest in property that will show high
appreciation in the years to come. With
Dubai’s real estate returns averaging at 7-9
percent, easily 2-3 percent higher than its
matured international counterparts like
London, New York or Paris,  the city
becomes a more attractive investment des-
tination. In prime areas, even a 10-12 per-
cent return isn’t uncommon,” added
McLoughlin.

According to recent reports, the UAE’s
real GDP is expected to grow 4 to 5 percent
between 2017 and 2020. Country-wide
contracts worth around $22.6 billion were
awarded during the first half of 2016, main-
ly driven by real estate, power and trans-
port projects in Dubai. The exponential
rates of development coupled with a
maturing property market that offers

strong returns makes Dubai a global
hotspot for real estate investments today.

“The market value of Dubai’s real estate
sector also receives a push from socio-eco-
nomic factors such as continuous popula-
tion growth, expanding job markets, rapid
infrastructural development, increasing
tourism and retail growth - leading to a
boost in the desirability and profitability of
real estate,” McLoughlin concluded.

As of 30th September 2016, DAMAC
Properties has delivered approximately
16,800 homes. The company has a develop-
ment portfolio of over 44,000 units at vari-
ous stages of progress and planning, com-
prising more than 13,000 hotel rooms, serv-
iced apartments and hotel villas, which will
be managed by its hospitality arm, DAMAC
Hotels & Resorts. With vision and momen-
tum, DAMAC Properties is building the next
generation of Middle East luxury living. 

DAMAC Properties has been at the fore-
front of the Middle East’s luxury real estate
market since 2002 - bringing luxury living
experiences to residents from all over the
world. Making its mark at the highest end
of stylish living, DAMAC Properties has
cemented its place as the leading luxury
developer in the region, offering iconic
design and the upmost quality. The compa-
ny’s footprint now extends across the
Middle East with projects in the UAE, Saudi
Arabia, Qatar, Jordan, Lebanon and the
United Kingdom.

As of 30th September 2016, DAMAC
Properties has delivered approximately
16,800 homes. The company has a develop-
ment portfolio of over 44,000 units at vari-
ous stages of progress and planning, com-
prising more than 13,000 hotel rooms, serv-
iced apartments and hotel villas, which will
be managed by its hospitality arm, DAMAC
Hotels & Resorts. With vision and momen-
tum, DAMAC Properties is building the next
generation of Middle East luxury living. 

Burgan Bank announces winner of 
KD 125,000 cash prize in Yawmi draw

DAMAC Properties guarantees
a BMW with purchase of
an apartment this DSF



Canon Middle East (CME), the leader
in imaging products and solutions,
partnered with in5to organize ‘The

Dubai Hackathon’.  The event was held at
the In5 Innovation Center, and brought
together technology developers and
designers from several countries to pres-
ent ground-breaking ideas to promote
the ICT sector. Decode Dubai Hackathon
offers the ideal platform for technopre-
neurs to compete, build and develop
exciting mobile applications and win
exciting prizes. The event comes under
the purpose of finding disruptive solu-
tions in the Printing industry with the
main objective of finding a solution to
offer convenience and efficiency for all
printing requirements.

Canon Middle East has invested in sup-
porting the startup ecosystem and this
project is first of the many initiatives to
originate. The intense competition helped
get talent under one platform at the In5
Innovation Center. A total of 21 teams con-
sisting of68 individuals took part in the
competition. Mentors from Canon, as well
from in5 briefed the contestants on the
theme. The expected outcome from the
contestants was to create a new innovative
idea for a solution or application which will
help support the printing industry. Rohit

Jayakaran and Ahmad Shabbir from ‘On
the Go Team’ delivered a promising idea
which won them the first prize. 

The second prize was won by Prince
Virgil Gesty Coching and Mehrad
Yaghmai from ‘Open Print Team’ who pre-
sented their innovative idea of focusing
on print services and how they can
replace printers. Anurag Agrawal,
Managing Director, Canon Middle East,
said: “We are inspired by the impressive
work of the contestants at the event and
congratulate the winners and all the par-
ticipants for their path-breaking ideas.
We are very proud of this new collabora-
tion with in5, which has allowed contest-
ants to come up with new ideas. Today,
hackathons build vital bridges between
large organizations and innovative tech
businesses that benefit the market.”

“Our participation in the event also
complements our guiding corporate phi-
losophy - Kyosei, which means living and
working together for the common good,
and which we abide by for all our plans
and activities in the region,” he added. The
contestants were asked to present their
innovative ideas for developing them into
applications that can be delivered in the
market and potentially contribute to a
positive impact in the world. 
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ALLENTOWN, Pennsylvania: Jill Stein’s bid to
recount votes in Pennsylvania was in trouble
even before a federal judge shot it down Dec 12.
That’s because the Green Party candidate’s effort
stood little chance of detecting potential fraud
or error in the vote - there was basically nothing
to recount. Pennsylvania is one of 11 states
where the majority of voters use antiquated
machines that store votes electronically, without
printed ballots or other paper-based backups
that could be used to double-check the ballot-
ing. There’s almost no way to know if they’ve
accurately recorded individual votes - or if any-
one tampered with the count.

More than 80 percent of Pennsylvanians who
voted Nov 8 cast their ballots on such machines,
according to VotePA, a nonprofit seeking their
replacement. VotePA’s Marybeth Kuznik
described the proposed recount this way: “You
go to the computer and you say, ‘OK, computer,
you counted this a week-and-a-half ago. Were
you right the first time?’” These paperless digital
voting machines, used by roughly 1 in 5 US vot-
ers last month, present one of the most glaring
dangers to the security of the rickety, under-
funded US election system. Like many electronic
voting machines, they are vulnerable to hacking.
But other machines typically leave a paper trail
that could be manually checked. 

The paperless digital machines open the door
to potential election rigging that might not ever
be detected. Their prevalence also magnifies
other risks in the election system, simply
because error or fraud is harder to catch when
vote counts can’t be verified. And like other vot-
ing machines adopted since the 2000 election,
the paperless systems are nearing the end of
their useful life - yet there is no comprehensive
plan to replace them. “If I were going to hack this
election, I would go for the paperless machines
because they are so hard to check,” said Barbara
Simons, the co-author of “Broken Ballots,” a study

of flawed US voting technology. Stein described
her recount effort as a way to ensure that the
2016 election wasn’t tainted by hacking or fraud.
There’s no evidence of either so far - a fact feder-
al judge Paul Diamond cited prominently in his
decision halting the Pennsylvania recount. Stein
pursued similar recounts in Wisconsin and
Michigan, to little avail. Those states use more
reliable paper-based voting technologies. (The
Electoral College certified Donald Trump’s presi-
dential victory last week). But a cadre of comput-
er scientists from major universities backed
Stein’s recounts to underscore the vulnerability
of US elections. 

Paper can’t be hacked
These researchers have successfully hacked e-

voting machines for more than a decade in tests
commissioned by New York, California, Ohio and
other states. Stein and her witnesses said worries
about fraud were justified given US charges that
Russia meddled in the 2016 presidential cam-
paign. Emails of top Democrats were hacked and
leaked. Over the summer, hackers also tried to
breach the voter registration databases of
Arizona and Illinois using Russia-based servers,
US officials said. Election networks in at least 20
states were probed for vulnerabilities. “It’s a tar-
get-rich environment,” said Rice University com-
puter scientist Dan Wallach. 

Researchers would like to see the US move
entirely to computer-scannable paper ballots,
because paper can’t be hacked. The US voting
system - a loosely regulated, locally managed
patchwork of more than 3,000 jurisdictions
overseen by the states - employs more than
two dozen types of machinery from 15 manu-
facturers. Elections officials across the nation
say they take great care to secure their
machines from tampering. They are locked
away when not in use and sealed to prevent
tampering. All of that makes national elections

very difficult to steal without getting caught.
But difficult is not impossible. 

Wallach and his colleagues believe a crafty
team of pros could strike surgically, focusing on
select counties in a few battleground states
where “a small nudge might be decisive,” he said.
Most voting machines in the US are at or near
the end of their expected life spans . Forty-three
states use machines more than a decade old.
Most run on vintage operating systems such as
Windows 2000 that pre-date the iPhone and are
no longer updated with security patches. On
Nov 8, election officials across the US handled
numerous complaints of aging touchscreens los-
ing calibration and casting votes for the wrong
candidate. But while many experts agree the US
voting system needs an upgrade, no one wants
to pay to fix it. 

Money flowed after the 2000 Florida recount
debacle, when punch-card technology was dis-
credited by hanging chads. Congress appropriat-
ed $4 billion for election upgrades; states raced to
replace punch cards and lever machines with digi-
tal technology. But when that money ran out, so
did the ability of many states to address security
concerns overlooked in their initial rush. Four in 5
US election officials polled by New York
University’s Brennan Center last year said they are
desperate to replace equipment but lack the cash.

Voters in poorer areas suffer disproportion-
ately,  the center found. Data collected in
Virginia, Ohio, Minnesota and Colorado sug-
gests the poor are more apt to encounter fail-
ing machines. In Virginia, wealthier counties
near Washington have upgraded technology
while lower-income counties in the state’s
southwest have not been able to afford it, said
Edgardo Cortes, the state elections commis-
sioner.  Bajak repor ted from Houston.
Associated Press writers Tami Abdollah in
Washington and Adrian Sainz in Memphis,
Tennessee, contributed to this report. —AP

Recounts or no, US elections 
are vulnerable to hacking

‘A small nudge might be decisive’

NEW YORK: Museums are always
looking for ways to make their exhi-
bitions more exciting. Now, new
technologies are making that easier.
From 3-D scanning and 3-D print-
ing, to virtual reality and special
apps, these technologies are being
applied in a multitude of ways. Still
other technologies are being tested
and developed as museums seek to
ever broaden public access.

“Where we used to have one
way of visiting and experiencing a
museum, people now expect a vari-
ety of ways,” said Catherine Devine,
chief digital officer at the American
Museum of Natural History in New
York City. “It’s about exploring tech-
nologies.” A look at some of the
ways museums are integrating and
developing technologies to engage
their audiences:

Navigating a big collection
You can get lost in the giant

American Museum of Natural
History. Explorer, a new app, uses

hundreds of Bluetooth hotspots to
navigate visitors around its halls to
artifacts that may interest them the
most. “Instead of saying ‘turn at
West 14th Street,’ it says ‘turn left at
the huge mosquito, go through the
green sign,’” said Devine. “From the
app’s point of view, you don’t have
to say where you are. Whenever you
raise your phone, the thing you’re
immediately in front of is at the top
of the app.” Devine said the app can
also can customize visitors’ tours. If
a person selects “Really Big,” for
example, the app might take them
to the museum’s mammoth blue
whale. Once there, layers of infor-
mation are added, including anima-
tion, videos and fun facts like com-
paring the whale’s weight to 1.6 mil-
lion slices of pizza.

3d printing and scanning
Museums are still exploring the

many and varied applications of 3-D
printing and 3-D scanning for their
programming, research and gallery

experience. Some are already using
the latest 3-D printing technology
to make replicas of historical arti-
facts to give visitors a new way to
interact with the object without
damaging the original. 3-D scan-
ning tools also allow for detailed
analysis of fragile specimens.

An example of that is an exhibi-
tion traveling around the country
called “Mummies: New Secrets From
the Tombs” organized by Chicago’s
Field Museum. It used a medical CT
scanner to “unwrap” the mummies.
Museum-goers can peek under the
wrappings by manipulating large
table-top computer scans placed
alongside the delicate specimens to
see their clothes, hairstyles and the
jewelry they took to their graves.

“The real power of 3-D scanning
is that you have so many different
potential outcomes,” said Adam
Metallo, who, with Vincent Rossi,
leads the 3D digitization team at
the Smithsonian’s 19 museums and
nine research centers. You can make

an exact replica of something for
display or create a digital model for
a touchscreen interactive that peo-
ple can view outside the museum.
“We’re interested in leveraging the
technology to kind of take down
the walls and provide unprecedent-
ed access,” said Rossi.

Virtual reality
Virtual reality, which utilizes

special head gear to create the
effects, can transport visitors to
places they could never reach, like
inside the human body or the bot-
tom of the sea. At the Franklin
Institute in Philadelphia, visitors
can explore a space shuttle and
walk through the nuclear disaster
site in Chernobyl with a virtual
reality headset. At a recent special
event at the American Museum of
Natural History, young visitors test-
ed out virtual reality goggles that
“shrank” them to the size of a bee-
tle for a close-up view of the wee-
vil’s anatomy. —AP

MIDDLETOWN SPRINGS: Rhonda “Honey”
Phillips keeps her own cows and garden at
her small, hillside homestead, and now is
pushing self-sufficiency in a more high-
tech direction. This year, she installed new
solar panels just downhill from her modest
house and hung a Tesla Powerwall backup
battery on her basement wall, to charge up
when it’s sunny and draw down when it
isn’t.  “My grandfather used to say,
‘Whatever you can see is what you should
be taking care of,’” said Phillips, 57, whose
family has been in Vermont since the
1700s. With shorter winters and hotter tem-
peratures in the summer, Phillips is con-
vinced she’s seeing climate change.

In her renewable energy project, Phillips
got help from the Vermont solar company
SunCommon and Vermont’s major electric
company, Green Mountain Power. GMP has
been pushing to be a leader in the search
for the Holy Grail of renewable energy -
economical batteries to store energy from
wind farms and solar panels for those times
when the sun doesn’t shine and the wind
doesn’t blow. In an interview last year, the
company’s CEO, Mary Powell, told The
Associated Press that batteries would be a
linchpin in a newly envisioned future for
electrical energy. They would store solar
energy and provide backup power during
outages and put electricity on the grid at
times of peak demand.

Evolution of energy 
All signs are that it’s happening. Phillips

is one of 20 GMP customers to have
installed Tesla Powerwalls - 70 more are in
the queue. GMP charges $37 a month over
the life of the battery, or allows customers
to buy them up-front for about $7,000
installed. Email and phone messages left
for a Tesla spokeswoman drew no immedi-

ate response. On a larger scale, GMP in the
summer of 2015 put into service a solar
and battery storage project on the former
Stafford Hill landfill in Rutland. The system
has multiple purposes. During long-dura-
tion power outages, it can be used for elec-
tricity to serve the emergency shelter that
would be set up at the neighboring high
school, said Dan Mackey, whose job title at
GMP is “innovation champion.”

But on an August afternoon, when air
conditioners were cranking and the six-
state New England region was hitting its
annual peak demand, the Stafford Hill proj-
ect was used to load the batteries’ 2.2
megawatts of power onto the grid. GMP
was able to avoid its spot power purchases
during a time of peak prices. The total sav-
ings: $200,000, the company said.
“Through careful planning, we anticipated
when the New England peak load would
occur, and worked tirelessly to ensure that
control technology would enable us to
draw down the power from Stafford Hill
providing significant benefit to customers,”
Powell said.

Last week, the company took what it
called “the next step in the evolution of
energy.” I t became the first utility to
announce a package of products and serv-
ices designed to enable a customer to go
off the grid. It used to be anathema for util-
ities to encourage customers to disconnect
from the power grid. But spokeswoman
Kristin Carlson said if the company can
reduce the miles of line it has to run to
homes and businesses in remote places, it
could be a cost savings to everyone. “This
off-grid suite of products illustrates very
well where energy is going and for us at
GMP. We are leading the revolution toward
clean, affordable, local and highly reliable
power,” Powell said.—AP

MILWAUKEE: In this file photo, workers begin a
statewide presidential  elec tion recount in
Milwaukee. —AP Photos

MICHIGAN: In this file photo, a challenge is reviewed on a ballot during a statewide
presidential election recount in Waterford Township, Michigan.

5 ways museums are using 
technology for new experiences

In Vermont, solar, batteries 
key energy revolution

MIDDLETOWN SPRINGS: In this photo, Rhonda “Honey” Phillips poses next to a Tesla
Powerwall battery and inverter connected to a solar panel array in her yard in
Middletown Springs, Vermont. —AP

Canon Middle East partners 
with in5 to organize 

‘The Dubai Decode Hackathon’

NEW YORK: In this photo provided by the American Museum of Natural History, a vis-
itor uses the museum’s flagship app Explorer which acts like a virtual curator, teach-
ing visitors about the surprising facts and stories, near the Willamette Meteorite at
the museum in New York.—AP
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BEIJING: China has passed a law that
levies taxes on pollution, but ignores car-
bon dioxide, one of the major contributors
to global warming, according to the web
site of the country’s highest legislative
body. The National People’s Congress
(NPC) standing committee passed the law,
the first to tax polluters, on Sunday, less
than a fortnight after a red alert for smog
left more than 20 cities in the country’s
northeast choking under a heavy haze.

Polluters will be charged for contribut-
ing to air,  water and noise pollution,
according to a copy of the legislation on
the NPC’s official web site. But CO2 did not
make the list, which includes air and water
pollutants such as sulphur dioxide and sul-
fite, taxed at rates beginning at 1.2 Yuan
($0.17) and 1.4 Yuan ($0.20) per unit

respectively. It also stipulates a monthly tax
ranging from 350 to 11,200 Yuan ($50 to
$1612) for noise pollution. The
Environment Tax Law will come into effect
on January 1, 2018.

China is the world’s largest emitter of
greenhouse gases,  due to its heavy
reliance on coal to provide electricity to its
population of 1.37 billion. The fuel has also
contributed to the country’s severe smog
problem. Last week, cities across China’s
northeast went on “red alert” for air pollu-
tion, triggering an emergency response
that included taking large numbers of cars
off the road and closing some factories.
The crisis also spurred a call by Chinese
President Xi Jinping for the country to
develop clean energy sources in order to
reduce smog.—AFP

No tax on CO2 emissions in 

China’s environment law

MINNEAPOLIS: Minnesota’s first-in-the
nation ban on soaps containing the once
ubiquitous germ-killer triclosan takes
effect Jan 1, but the people who spear-
headed the law say it’s already having its
desired effect on a national level. The fed-
eral  government caught up to
Minnesota’s 2014 decision with its own
ban that takes effect in September 2017.
Major manufacturers have largely phased
out the chemical already, with some prod-
ucts being marketed as triclosan-free. And
it’s an example of how changes can start
at a local level. “I wanted it to change the
national situation with triclosan and it
certainly has contributed to that,” said
state Sen. John Mar ty,  an author of
Minnesota’s ban. 

Triclosan once was widely used in
anti-bacterial soaps, deodorants and
even toothpaste. But studies began to
show it could disrupt sex and thyroid
hormones and other bodily functions,
and scientists were concerned routine
use could contribute to the development
of resistant bacteria. And University of
Minnesota research found that triclosan

can break down into potentially harmful
dioxins in lakes and rivers. The group
Friends of the Mississippi River and its
allies in the Legislature, including Marty,
got Gov. Mark Dayton to sign a ban in
2014 that gave the industry until Jan 1,
2017, to comply. 

In September, the FDA banned tri-
closan along with 18 other anti-bacterial
chemicals from soaps nationwide, saying
manufacturers had failed to show they
were safe or more effective at killing
germs than plain soap and water.
However, the FDA allowed the use of
some triclosan products such as Colgate
Total toothpaste, saying it’s effective at
preventing gingivitis. Marty and Trevor
Russell, the water program director for
Friends of the Mississippi River, acknowl-
edged they can’t take direct credit for
the FDA’s action because that rulemak-
ing process began in 1978, though it
didn’t finalize the rule until after a legal
batt le  with the Natural  Resources
Defense Council. 

However, the Minnesota men hope
their efforts helped turn opinions against

the chemical and are confident the state’s
ban helped prod manufacturers to accel-
erate a phase-out that some companies
such as Procter & Gamble and Johnson &
Johnson had already begun. Most major
brands are now reformulated, said Brian
Sansoni, spokesman for the American
Cleaning Institute, a lobbying group.
Soaps containing triclosan on store
shelves are likely stocks that retailers are
just using up, he said. Russell noted he
recently found Dial liquid anti-bacterial
hand soap at two local Wal-Marts, two
supermarkets and a Walgreens. 

The industry is now submitting data to
the FDA on the safety and effectiveness of
the three main replacements, benzalkoni-
um chloride, benzethonium chloride and
chloroxylenol. “Consumers can continue
to use these products with confidence,
like they always have,” Sansoni said. By
going first, Russell said, Minnesota can
identify any issues with implementing the
ban and share it with the rest of the coun-
try. The Minnesota Department of Health
will remind consumers and businesses of
the ban’s start.—AP

Minnesota beats rest of US in banning germ-killer

GANNAN, China: Giant piles of
black manure towering over
cornfields, while rancid-smelling
effluent from thousands of cows
spills onto the land-this is the
price of a glass of milk in China
yesterday. Large-scale dairy farms
have boomed in the Asian giant,
as its near 1.4 billion consumers
overcame centuries of cultural
reluctance to embrace the white
fluid. An economic boom and
government backing transformed
dairy into a $40-billion-a-year
industry, shifting production
away from small-scale producers
towards massive mega farms
with up to 10,000 cattle-and a lot
more waste.

“The smell of the manure... in
the summer it’s very intense,” said
Ren Xiangjun, a farmer in Gannan
county. Pointing at a stream of
green water escaping from under
a grey brick wall at the giant farm
owned by agro-conglomerate
Feihe International, he added:
“You can see how it flows right
out of the farm. Dodging packets
of animal medicine and syringes

littered nearby, he explained:
“The rubbish left after injections
is just thrown here. My land is
directly affected.” When the Feihe
farm opened in 2012 in the
grassy hills of the northern
province of Heilongjiang it said it
had 10,000 cows.

In Daxing village next door, a
woman also surnamed Ren said:
“You can see the manure piled up
like a mountain. There are no
advantages for us. There is just
pollution and noise.” The dairy
industry in China has posted
average yearly growth rates over
12 percent since 2000, due to ris-
ing wealth and desire for the
health benefits of calcium. The
ruling Communist party fanned
the expansion, with former
Premier Wen Jiabao in 2006
expressing a “dream” that Chinese
children should enjoy a daily 0.5
kilograms of dairy products. 

But a 2008 scandal over baby
formula tainted with the industri-
al chemical melamine saw six
children killed and more than
300,000 others affected, shaking

confidence in the industry. The
crisis was blamed on small-scale
farmers using chemicals to inflate
the protein content of their milk
as they scrambled to meet
demand. The Chinese govern-
ment responded by demanding
the creation of large-scale milk
production units. “They thought if
we have scale farms they are easi-
er to regulate and inspect,” said
David Mahon, founder of a
Beijing-based investment firm
specializing in dairy.

Unbearable 
There are large scale farms in

other countries, such as New
Zealand, but rarely with more
than 3,000 cows at a single facili-
ty. By 2014 China boasted 56
farms with 10,000 cows or more,
according to state media — 80
percent of the global total-creat-
ing a string of pollution problems
in several provinces. Estimates
say that just 3,500 cows can pro-
duce 100,000 tons of fluid waste
and effluent a year. Chinese farms
are required to process it into fer-

tilizer, but regulations are often
flouted. “There are some areas of
China that it’s better to visit in
winter, because of the small hills
of effluent. Once it thaws it ’s
unbearable,” said Mahon.

“China is learning about dairy
farming and the lack of experience
has resulted in such things.” In
Gannan residents alleged that local
officials profited from the farm and
took no action against polluters.
AFP was not able to verify the
claims and local food officials could
not be reached for comment. But
attitudes may be starting to shift.
The vice-head of China’s state-
backed Dairy Association, Yang
Liguo was cited in 2014 as saying
“The bigger the scale, the bigger
the environmental, pollution and
bio security problems.” Mahon said
there had been a “genuine rethink”
in Beijing and the Chinese govern-
ment was “looking more and more
to 350 head farms”.

Like a mountain 
Packing more animals together

increases the risk of illnesses such
as brucellosis, which can spread to
humans and cause arthritis. Feihe
employee Wang Dali, who once
mucked out cowsheds at the farm
in Gannan, contracted brucellosis
in 2012, leaving him unable to
work, and now suffers near-con-
stant pain in his joints. He blames
his infection on poor sanitation.
“The cows were packed very close
together,” he said, estimating each
had about 12 square meters.
“There was no way to treat the
manure. We dug a big hole close
to the facility... now it has piled up
like a mountain.”

Feihe denied the residents’ alle-
gations, with a woman who
answered the phone at its Gannan
office saying: “These things are
impossible.” Dismounting from a
tractor a stone’s throw from the
manure piles in Daxing, one farmer
said: “The pollution hasn’t been
cleaned up well. Of course it has an
impact.” Pointing to corn stalks
growing beside syringes, he
added: “We don’t eat these our-
selves. We sell them to the mar-
ket.”—AFP

China’s giant cow farms leave 

neighbors up milk creek

CHINA: This picture shows a worker driving a tractor amongst cows inside a dairy farm near Gannan county, Heilongjiang
province. —AFP Photos

CHINA: This picture shows an area strewn with rubbish and cow manure in front of a dairy farm
(in background) in Gannan county, Heilongjiang province.

CHICAGO: This file photo shows the label of a bottle of antibacterial
soap in a kitchen in Chicago. —AP

ULAANBAATAR, Mongolia: Hundreds of
Mongolians braved frigid weather yester-
day to stage a protest in the country’s
capital demanding that the government
do more to address worsening air pollu-
tion that they fear is sickening their chil-
dren and shortening their lives.

The demonstrators gathered in a
public square in front of government
offices, holding banners with slogans
such as “Let’s give fresh air to our future
children,” “Smog is silent killer” and “We
can’t breathe.” 

“We are desperate and we are organ-
izing this demonstration to make author-
ities feel our frustration and anger,” said
Purevkhuu Tserendorj,  one of the
protest’s organizers and a mother of two.
The air temperature hovered around
minus 20 degrees Celsius (minus 4
Fahrenheit). According to UNICEF, the
United Nations’ children’s agency, air pol-
lution is linked to the three diseases that
have resulted in the most “lost life-years”
in Mongolia. 

The agency said in February that
pneumonia and other respiratory infec-
tions were among the leading causes of
death among Mongolian children under
the age of 5. It said that the lungs of chil-
dren living in highly polluted districts of
Ulaanbaatar, the capital, do not function

as well as those living in rural areas, with
real risks of them suffering chronic respi-
ratory diseases when they’re older. 

The protesters demanded that the
government increase the number of
beds in hospitals that have been over-
crowded with sick children and develop a
plan to reduce air pollution by 80 percent
by 2018. They also urged the govern-
ment to install air filters in kindergartens
in the capital’s slum areas, which are
worst-hit by the pollution. Ulaanbaatar is
one of the world’s coldest capitals, with
temperatures sometimes falling to -40 C
(-40 F) in January, the coldest month of
the year. 

More than half of the city’s 1.3 million
residents have to rely on burning raw
coal, plastic, rubber tires and other mate-
rials to stay warm and cook meals in their
homes. Such areas, where residents live
in traditional round tents that do not
have centralized heating, have been
shrouded in choking smog in recent
days. Responding to the protesters’ calls,
Mongolian Minister of Environment and
Tourism Oyunkhorol Dulamsuren said
that between 2011 and 2015, the gov-
ernment spent more than $37 million
while international donors spent $47 mil-
lion on measures aimed at curbing air
pollution.—AP

Mongolians protest worsening 

smog, despite frigid weather

Iran culls birds after

avian flu outbreak
TEHRAN: I ran has kil led hundreds of
thousands of birds in recent weeks as
avian flu spreads across seven provinces
of the country, officials have reported.
M o re  t h a n  1 , 0 0 0  w i l d  b i rd s ,  m o s t l y
geese,  have been found dead in the
M ighan wetland in  centra l  I ran,  the
environmental protection organization
told state news agency IRNA yesterday.
IRNA said 63,000 chickens, along with
800,000 fer t i l ized eggs and day- old
chicks, were culled at a farm in Qazvin
province in recent days after an out-
break of  the deadly H1N8 and H1N5
strains of the disease.

That adds to the 725,000 birds destroyed
since mid-November across the country fol-
lowing nine flu outbreaks, according to a
report from the World Organization for
Animal Health released last week. Licenses for
bird shooting have been suspended due to
fear of infection by migratory birds, and peo-
ple have been advised not to buy game birds
at local markets. Despite a small number of
human deaths in different countries over the
years, the disease is mostly a risk to other
birds, spreading rapidly and killing large
numbers. However, scientists have raised
concerns that bird flu strains could mutate to
be transmitted between humans. —AFP

MADRID: Spanish energy firm Acciona said
yesterday it will compete in the Dakar Rally
next month in Latin America for the third
straight year with the only electric vehicle of
the grueling off-road race. “Next January in
Asuncion (Paraguay) we will once again cross
the starting line of the Dakar, and we will again
be the only zero emissions vehicle,” the compa-
ny said in a statement. “We compete in Dakar
2017 with an electric vehicle because we
believe 100% in the potential of renewable
energy,” it added on the Facebook page of its
Dakar Rally team.

Some 316 vehicles, including 83 cars and
146 motorbikes, are registered for the 39th
Dakar Rally, which will be staged over nearly
9,000 kilometers (5,600  miles) from January 2-
14 in Argentina, Bolivia and Paraguay. The race
will set off from the Paraguayan capital of

Asuncion, with race sporting director Marc
Coma promising “the toughest edition in the
history of South American rally-raiding”. Acciona
entered its car in the 2015 Dakar Rally, making it
the first zero-emissions vehicle to compete in
the event, but it pulled out after just three days
due to a navigation system malfunction.

The Team Acciona car, which features a lithi-
um battery pack that is supplemented by solar
panels, was disqualified from the 2016 Dakar
Rally after it failed to make it to the start line for
the 11th stage on time. Founded in 1997,
Madrid-based Acciona focuses on the develop-
ment and management of renewable energy
projects and infrastructure around the world. It
posted a net profit of 348 million Euros ($364
million) during the first nine months of the
year, more than double the 166 million euros it
made during the same period last year. —AFP

Acciona returns to Dakar 

Rally with electric car
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LOS ANGELES: Dominique was hooked on
cocaine and smoked two packs of ciga-
rettes a day unti l  she stumbled onto
ayahuasca, a hallucinogenic concoction
that she says has changed her life. The
French-American woman, who lives in Los
Angeles and did not want her real name
used, is among thousands of people across
the United States who are increasingly
turning to the powerful psychedelic brew
from the Amazon to overcome addiction,
depression or psychological trauma. The
potion, prepared and consumed as part of
a shamanic ritual, is especially gaining a fol-
lowing in Hollywood and Silicon Valley. 

Thousands are flocking to sample the
elixir and swear by its therapeutic proper-
ties, despite warnings from scientists and
users that ayahuasca can be dangerous and
even prove fatal, especially when mixed
with other drugs. Ayahuasca’s proponents,
who include celebrities such as Sting, Paul
Simon, Tori Amos and Lindsey Lohan, say
the plant offers a spiritual experience like
no other. Many also say it has allowed them
to overcome traumas that no other conven-
tional therapy can tackle. 

“There’s been this misconception that it’s
the hippies that come with feathers in their
hair, but it’s pretty much the opposite,” says
Jeff, who organizes ayahuasca ceremonies
in the Los Angeles area and who did not
want his real name used. “In a time defined
by consumerism and entertainment, peo-
ple want to have strong experiences, one
might consider spiritual experiences, some-
thing sacred.” According to Dennis
McKenna, assistant professor at the
University of Minnesota’s Center for

Spirituality and Healing, some 100 clandes-
tine ayahuasca ceremonies are held nightly
in New York and other cit ies l ike Los
Angeles and San Francisco. 

McKenna said it is difficult to get a firm
count on the number of ceremonies held
across the country as ayahuasca contains
the hallucinogenic drug dimethyltrypta-
mine (DMT), which is illegal in the United
States and is  in the same categor y as
Ecstasy and heroin. Two Brazilian churches
in the western United States that use
ayahuasca as a sacrament are exempt from
the ban. Firm believers in ayahuasca say
they drink the foul-tasting tea only at inter-
vals of several months and must observe a
strict diet before sampling the brew.

‘Pink swallows’
The ceremonies are often held outdoors

and are usually accompanied by meditation
and spiritual songs called icaros. Users of
ayahuasca describe a sort of out-of-body
experience that allows them to confront
some of their worst fears. “I saw pink and
violet swallows,  and green geometric
shapes,” recalled Leonard. Such visions,
however, are often accompanied by darker
ones that are described as terrifying. Users
also experience lots of vomiting, described
as purging. “The purging aspect is very
cathartic,” says Jeff. “They consider it anti-
parasitic in the jungle.”

Some say they come out of the experi-
ence with no distinct revelation while oth-
ers describe a radical transformation. “I
stopped smoking, started meditating and
reconnecting with nature,” says Leonard.
“And I made peace with my parents.” The

effects of the brew have prompted growing
interest among scientists and researchers
like Jessica Nielson, a University of
California, San Francisco, neuroscientist who
is studying ayahuasca. Nielson said she
became interested in the potion after trying
it herself while on a trip to Peru. “Two peo-
ple I was with in Peru who had severe PTSD
seemed totally healed just after,” she said.

Charles Grob, a psychiatrist at Harbor-
UCLA Medical Center who studied ayahuas-
ca’s use in a Brazilian church, said he is see-
ing a shift in attitude toward the brew and
growing acceptance that it may be worth
studying. “Western medicine and psychiatry
often struggle in treating substance
abusers and alcohol abusers,” Grob said. “So
it’s certainly worth looking at it.” While sci-
entists in the United States confront legal
obstacles in studying the brew, much
research is being conducted in other coun-
tries,  notably Spain and Brazil ,  where
ayahuasca is legal. Grob cited a pilot study
in Brazil involving people suffering from
chronic depression and who didn’t respond
well to anti-depressants.

“The preliminary results are positive,” he
said. Still, scientists caution that the brew
can be dangerous, especially if mixed with
other drugs and should be avoided by
those who have asthma, suffer from epilep-
sy and are bipolar or schizophrenic, as the
concoction can trigger psychotic episodes.
“You have to screen people to make sure
everybody is mentally up for the experi-
ence,” said Jeff. “The worst I’ve had is some-
body who was screaming for a couple
hours,” he added. “But he was fine the next
day and came back.” —AFP

COLOMBIA: A healer prepares a mixture of the Ayahuasca hallucinogenic liana and a psychoactive bush during a traditional
indigenous ritual in Colombia. —AFP

Hallucinogenic plant 
gains foothold in US   

‘They consider it anti-parasitic in the jungle’

HANOVER, New Hampshire: Neighbors of
Dartmouth College property where for
years the Ivy League school disposed of
mice and other small animals used in sci-
ence experiments say they fear pollution
from the site has contaminated their
groundwater and they worry the school
hasn’t been completely up front with them.
The site has contaminated the well water of
at least one family, that of Richard and
Debbie Higgins, who blame a variety of
health problems on it, including rashes,
hair and skin loss and dizziness. Even their
dogs were not spared, they say, with one
urinating blood and another vomiting. 

“We have been drinking the water for
years and we had no idea, absolutely no
idea,” Debbie Higgins said. Few nearby resi-
dents even knew the half-acre plot on the
college’s Rennie Farm was used from the
1960s until 1978 to dump carcasses from
“tracer experiments,” in which scientists
used radioactive compounds to see how
things moved through life systems. A near-
by site also contained remains of human
cadavers and stillborn fetuses used in med-
ical classes. The obscurity of the fenced site
changed in 2011, when Dartmouth chose
to clean it up, removing 40 tons of carcass-
es and soil from scores of unlined pits that
were legal at the time they were dug. 

That led to the discovery of hazardous
waste and low-level radioactive materials on
the site and eventually evidence that at least
one chemical used in the animal experi-
ments, the suspected carcinogen 1,4-diox-
ane, had leaked into the groundwater. It was
initially found at 50 times the state standard
of 3 parts per billion on the site and more
recently as high as 600 parts per billion in
the ground. The chemical has been linked to
eye, nose and throat irritation and, in long-
term exposure, to liver and kidney damage,
according to the Environmental Protection
Agency. The 1,4-dioxane was eventually
found to have migrated off the site and con-
taminated the Higginses’ well across the
street, about 800 feet from the site - at twice
the state standard. 

Aggressive monitoring
They learned in September 2015 that

their well was polluted, and now depend
on bottled water supplied by Dartmouth
for cooking and drinking. The news has rat-
tled the semi-rural neighborhood, sparking
anger and fear among dozens of home-
owners who worry the plume will reach

their own wells and damage their property
values. Many contend Dartmouth was too
slow to respond once it found the contami-
nation and has been reluctant to provide
full details of what was on the site - some-
thing the college denies. “Right now, every-
one is very confused and concerned,” said
Ellen Waitzkin, a radiologist who lives
across from the site. “They are trying to
determine on what basis they should feel
threatened or not.” 

The Higginses and other residents argue
an alert about the spreading contamina-
tion should have gone out earlier. New
Hampshire environmental and Dartmouth
officials said initial test showed the levels of
1,4-dioxane were declining on the site and
were projected to remain on the farm site -
though state officials now concede there
could have been more aggressive monitor-
ing. Now, Dartmouth is working to regain
the trust of Higgins and the other residents.
It apologized in September for its handling
of the case, established a neighborhood
advisory panel and sampled 110 drinking
wells in the neighborhood; no others have
tested positive. 

It also offered 20 households bottled
water. It is also finishing construction on a
system at the dump site to capture and
clean the contaminated water. When it
begins operating in January, wells will pull
contaminated groundwater into the system
and filter it. The treated water will then be
returned to the ground, a process that
could take several years. “We are commit-
ted to protecting the health of our neigh-
bors, addressing their concerns, and com-
municating regularly and openly with them
about the project,” college spokeswoman
Diana Lawrence said of the cleanup, which
so far has cost $8.4 million. 

But for the Higginses and their neigh-
bors, the college hasn’t gone far enough.
Some want more soil removed, while oth-
ers want Dartmouth to offer compensation
for their deteriorating property values -
demands the college says it is considering.
The Higginses say their health problems
have mostly disappeared since they
switched to bottled water. But they call that
a short-term fix and want the college to
move them to a new home a safe distance
from the site of the contamination. “We
want to become whole if there is such a
thing,” Richard Higgins said. “We want to
get on with our lives. Right now, our life is
in limbo.”—AP

Pollution from Ivy League lab’s
old dump worries neighbors

HANOVER, New Hampshire: In this photo, Debbie and Richard Higgins,
whose well water has been contaminated by a suspected carcinogen from a
Dartmouth dump site, look at a map on their kitchen table in Hanover, N.H.,
which shows where the contamination has spread. —AP
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K uwait Kerala Muslim Association (KKMA)
Farwaniya conducted Darul Quran, Arbeed and
Ghazali Area general Body meetings.

Darulquran Meeting was inaugurated by KKMA
Advisory Board Member Sageer  Thrikarippur, Arbeed
meeting was inaugurated by KKMA Secretary K

Basheer and Ghazali and by KKMA Vice President
Hamza Payyannur. KKMA Central Committee and
Branch committee leaders offered felicitation
speeches. Area General Body Meetings unanimously
elected the following office bearers for the year
2017-2018. 

Darul Quran Area
Ishaq Kunhimangalam (President), Sajbeer Ali ( Gen.

Secretary), C. Hameed (Treasurer) , Aboobacker V, Naser N.P
(Vice President), T.P Shafeeq, Jaleel Mattool ( Secretary)

Arbeed Area
Muhammed Ujoob (President), Majeed Neckli( Gen.

Secretary), Anwar K.P.B (Treasurer) , Fathah C.V ( Vice
President), Mansoor Palakkad( Secretary)

Ghazali Area
Navas Kunnumkai (President), Muhammed Ali VPP (Gen.

Secretary), Navas Ismayil (Treasurer) , Ibrahim Haji ( Vice
President), Saifudheen, Rafeeq K.V ( Secretary)

KKMA elects new office bearers for Farwaniya area committees

Premier Sport Academy Winter Festival of
Football and Carnival at Bayan Park, Kuwait.

The Premier Sport Academy in association
with Everton FC, under the sponsorship of
Porsche Centre Kuwait, Behbehani Motors
Company, held their 2016 Winter Festival of
Football and Carnival event at Bayan Park on
Saturday 10th December. In total, over 650
players aged 3 to 16 participated in the
Porsche Centre Kuwait sponsored event,

including teams from the PSA/Everton
Coaching Courses and Everton Centre of
Excellence, as well as numerous private
schools and academies from across Kuwait. 

A huge turnout of enthusiastic parents and
spectators cheered on and encouraged the
players, who were superbly organized and
guided by their coaches throughout a series
of exciting matches. The players demonstrat-
ed great skills, sportsmanship and an abun-

dance of effort and commitment. There were
also lots of attractions enjoyed by all, includ-
ing the Porsche Kids Driving School, where
the children took time out from the football
to drive the Porsche pedal cars around the
specially designed road circuit to promote
road and traffic safety. Move One provided
the inflatables and Fantasy World the games
to ensure everyone was kept busy and having
fun in between the football games. Colonel

Finlay McLean, the Defense Attache of the
British Embassy, attended as Guest of Honor,
along with several other VIP guests. 

Medals were presented to all participants,
as well as certificates of appreciation to event
sponsors and supporters. Colonel McLean
expressed his appreciation and recognition
for the collective effort behind such an impor-
tant community event, and congratulated all
the players and coaches who took part.

Presentations were made to the event spon-
sors Porsche Centre Kuwait, Behbehani
Motors Company and Sports Direct. The PSA
Winter Holiday Camp will commence 18th
December 2016 at Bayan and everyone is wel-
come to participate in this program, available
for children aged 3 to 16 years. For details of
all Premier Sport Academy events and activi-
ties, check out the website, www.PSA-
kuwait.com

Over 650 players participate in Winter Football Festival
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On behalf of the Management of Al Mulla Group;
Anwar Al Mulla, Deputy Chairman and CEO, along
with Abdulla Najeeb Almulla, Chief Administrative

Officer, felicitated few employees for successfully complet-
ing 40-year service with the Group and gave away certifi-
cates of appreciation, commemorative shields and cash
awards as a gesture of gratuity for achieving such a mile-

stone in the annals of the Company at a simple ceremony
recently held at their Head Office at KFTZ. Anwar Al Mulla
extended his personal warmth and great commendation
to Abraham Itty Kadavil, Abdul Jalil Inayatullah Kazi,
Ghazanfer Ali Abdul Ghafoor, Nawaz Ahmed Uppal and
Gulam Mujataba Ilam Din for the continuous engagement
with the Group demonstrating loyalty and dedication. 

Further he was sincerely thankful for honoring them for
their genuine contribution and devotions executed
towards accomplishing their duties and responsibilities
which had positively contributed in enriching the perform-
ance of their related divisions and departments. It has
been the long standing policy of the group and a manage-
ment initiative to express and communicate to employees

how much they are appreciated for their long term pur-
suance in the company to entrench the principle of trust-
worthiness and faithfulness of employee- employer rela-
tionship. The event was intended to express the manage-
ment’s efforts to provide touching and moral support for
its earnest staffs who has earnestly contributed for the
growth of the Group.

Mulla Group honors staff for 40 years of service

Millennium Hotel & Convention Centre
Kuwait, one of the finest 5-star
hotels in the country, extends its

warmest season’s greetings and holiday wish-
es on the occasion of the New Year and for a
definitive celebration Millennium Hotel will

be introducing exciting offers to its guests
during their stay. In a word from Millennium
& Copthorne Kuwait’s Area General Manager -
Dani Saleh - said: “We would like to extend
our holiday greetings to all our visitors, hop-
ing that the coming year will be a year of

peace and serenity for all, and to celebrate
2017, we would like to present our exclusive
deals and offers for a perfect family stay at
our hotel’s relaxed ambience and excellent
quality services, along with our experienced
staff members who will make sure that all our
guests are well served and satisfied”. 

On the occasion of the New Year,
Millennium Hotel & Convention Centre
Kuwait will offer special room rates including
complimentary breakfast at Lamar
International Restaurant, with free WiFi, and
a free meal for kids 5 years and below. Other
exclusive benefits which guests can enjoy
comprise free valet parking, airport trans-
portation, access to health club and swim-
ming pool, early check-in, and late check-
out. And for an unforgettable New Year’s Eve
dinner; Lamar International Restaurant
invites guests to enjoy a special delightful
buffet with a wide variety of international
and oriental dishes, and the choice of an all-
day delicious ‡ la carte menu. 

The “Library cafÈ” however - with its ambi-
ent design striking a chord of contemporary
chic - offers an eclectic mix of salads and
sandwiches of all types, in addition to sub-
stantial main dishes, and a mouth-watering
array of fruit and sweets. With a unique ener-
gy pulsating through it, the endless bever-

age menu entails an assortment of fresh
juices, mocktails, smoothies and a variety of
coffees flavored teas.  Millennium Hotel &
Convention Centre is one of the premium
emerging 5-star quality business hotels in
the country that is strategically located on

the 4th ring road in the heart of Al-Salmiya
area, close to the main shopping malls, din-
ing and entertainment spots around the
block. It is also home to business confer-
ences and trade exhibitions with varying
capacities.

Millennium Hotel Kuwait celebrates New Year with exciting offers

Under auspices of the health minister and upon coordination with the head of MOH’s media
office, Dr. Ghalia Al-Mutairi, Rawd Al-Saleheen Bilingual School recently organized its first
family marathon with participation of 1500 students. The event was also attended by school

director, Abdul Rahman Al-Alyan his deputy Hamad Al-Alyan, teaching staff and parents. On con-
cluding the marathon, the winners were honored by sponsors. 

Rawd Al-Saleheen Bilingual School

organizes family marathon
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00:15   The Siege Of Firebase Gloria   
02:00   Jersey Shore Shark Attack   
04:00   Blunt Force Trauma   
06:00   Survivor   
08:00   Forbidden Empire   
10:15   Jupiter Ascending   
12:30   Legendary: Tomb Of The Dragon   
14:15   Survivor   
16:00   Reign Of Fire   
17:45   Jupiter Ascending   
20:00   S.W.A.T.   
22:00   Dragon Blade   

00:50   Swimming With Monsters: Steve
Backshall   
01:45   Bondi Vet   
02:10   Bondi Vet   
02:40   Dr. Dee: Alaska Vet   
03:35   Tanked   
04:25   Gorilla Doctors   
05:15   Gator Boys   
06:02   Swimming With Monsters: Steve
Backshall   
06:49   Dr. Dee: Alaska Vet   
07:36   Swamp Brothers   
08:00   Swamp Brothers   
08:25   Groomer Has It   
09:15   Dr. Dee: Alaska Vet   
10:10   Into The Pride   
11:05   Tanked   
12:00   Groomer Has It   
12:55   Bondi Vet   
13:20   Bondi Vet   
13:50   Dr. Dee: Alaska Vet   
14:45   Gator Boys   
15:40   Into The Pride   
16:35   Tanked   
17:30   Gorilla Doctors   
18:25   Swimming With Monsters: Steve
Backshall   
19:20   Lone Star Law   
20:15   Tanked   
21:10   Wildest Africa   
22:05   Into The Pride   
23:00   Lone Star Law   
23:55   Gator Boys   

00:00   Robbie Coltrane's Critical Evidence   
01:00   Britain's Biggest Heists   
02:00   I Escaped My Killer   

03:00   Homicide Hunter   
04:00   Robbie Coltrane's Critical Evidence   
05:00   Britain's Biggest Heists   
06:00   I Escaped My Killer   
07:00   The First 48   
08:00   Nightmare In Suburbia   
09:00   Homicide Hunter   
10:00   It Takes A Killer   
10:30   It Takes A Killer   
11:00   Nightmare In Suburbia   
12:00   Nightmare In Suburbia   
13:00   Nightmare In Suburbia   
14:00   Nightmare In Suburbia   
15:00   The First 48   
16:00   Fred Dinenage: Murder Casebook   
17:00   Crimes That Shook Britain   
18:00   I Love You But I Lied   
19:00   Nightmare In Suburbia   
20:00   Homicide Hunter   
21:00   It Takes A Killer   
21:30   It Takes A Killer   
22:00   The First 48   
23:00   The Jail: 60 Days In   

00:00   The Half Hour   
00:25   Chappelle's Show   
00:50   Tosh.0   
01:15   Tosh.0   
01:40   The Daily Show With Trevor Noah   
02:05   Whitney Cummings: I Love You   
03:00   Ridiculousness   
03:25   Disorderly Conduct: Video On
Patrol   
04:15   Key And Peele   
04:40   Impractical Jokers   
05:05   Ridiculousness   
05:30   Catch A Contractor   
05:55   Tattoo Disasters   
06:20   Catch A Contractor   
07:15   Disorderly Conduct: Video On
Patrol   
08:05   Impractical Jokers   
08:30   Ridiculousness   
08:55   Tosh.0   
09:20   Key And Peele   
09:45   Ridiculousness   
10:10   The It Crowd   
10:35   Ridiculousness   
11:00   Catch A Contractor   
11:25   Tattoo Disasters   
11:50   Idiotsitter   
12:15   Workaholics   
12:40   The It Crowd   
13:05   Disorderly Conduct: Video On
Patrol   
13:55   Ridiculousness   
14:20   Catch A Contractor   
14:45   Tattoo Disasters   
15:10   Idiotsitter   
15:35   Ridiculousness   
16:00   Impractical Jokers   
16:30   Ridiculousness   
16:55   Tosh.0   
17:25   Workaholics   
17:50   Frankenfood   
18:15   Frankenfood   
18:39   The It Crowd   
19:03   Catch A Contractor   
19:27   Tattoo Disasters   
19:50   Idiotsitter   

20:13   Impractical Jokers   
20:37   Ridiculousness   
21:00   The Daily Show With Trevor Noah   
21:30   The Jim Gaffigan Show   
21:54   The Jim Gaffigan Show   
22:18   Key And Peele   
22:42   Tosh.0   
23:05   Inside Amy Schumer   
23:30   The Daily Show With Trevor Noah   

00:30   World's Toughest Jobs   
01:20   Don't Drive Here   
02:10   David Baddiel On The Silk Road   
03:00   Destroyed In Seconds   
03:25   Destroyed In Seconds   
03:50   Beyond Survival With Les Stroud   
04:40   How It's Made   
05:05   How It's Made   
05:30   World's Toughest Jobs   
06:20   Mythbusters   
07:00   Kenny The Shark   
07:25   Awesome Adventures   
07:50   Bad Dog   
08:40   How It's Made   
09:05   How It's Made   
09:30   What Could Possibly Go Wrong?   
10:20   Mythbusters   
11:10   Guinness World Records Smashed
UK   
12:00   Guinness World Records
Smashed UK   
12:50   Guinness World Records
Smashed New Zealand   
13:15   Guinness World Records
Smashed New Zealand   
13:40   Guinness World Records
Smashed New Zealand   
14:05   Guinness World Records
Smashed New Zealand   
14:30   Guinness World Records
Smashed New Zealand   
14:55   Guinness World Records
Smashed UK   
15:20   Guinness World Records
Smashed UK   
16:10   Kenny The Shark   
16:35   Awesome Adventures   
17:00   Guinness World Records
Smashed UK   
17:50   Incredible Food Race   
18:40   What Could Possibly Go Wrong?   
19:30   How It's Made   
19:55   How It's Made   
20:20   Mythbusters   
21:10   Guinness World Records
Smashed UK   
22:00   Incredible Food Race   
22:50   Destroyed In Seconds   
23:15   Destroyed In Seconds   

23:40   Beyond Survival With Les Stroud   

00:40   The Perfect Murder   
01:30   A Crime To Remember   
02:20   Killer Instinct With Chris Hansen   
03:10   Las Vegas Law   
04:00   The Perfect Murder   
04:48   Beauty Queen Murders   
05:36   Beauty Queen Murders   
06:24   Beauty Queen Murders   
07:12   Beauty Queen Murders   
08:00   California Investigator   
08:25   California Investigator   
08:50   California Investigator   
09:15   California Investigator   
09:40   California Investigator   
10:05   California Investigator   
10:30   California Investigator   
10:55   California Investigator   
11:20   California Investigator   
11:45   California Investigator   
12:10   Momsters: When Moms Go Bad   
12:35   Momsters: When Moms Go Bad   
13:00   Beauty Queen Murders   
13:50   Beauty Queen Murders   
14:40   Beauty Queen Murders   
15:30   Beauty Queen Murders   
16:20   Beauty Queen Murders   
17:10   Dead On Arrival   
18:00   I Almost Got Away With It   
18:50   I Almost Got Away With It   
19:40   I Almost Got Away With It   
20:30   I Almost Got Away With It   
21:20   I Almost Got Away With It   
22:10   Disappeared   
23:00   Las Vegas Law   
23:50   I Am Homicide   

00:10   Hank Zipzer   
00:35   Binny And The Ghost   
01:00   Violetta   
01:45   The Hive   
01:50   Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch   
02:15   Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch   
02:40   Hank Zipzer   
03:05   Binny And The Ghost   
03:30   Violetta   
04:15   The Hive   
04:20   Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch   
04:45   Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch   
05:10   Hank Zipzer   
05:35   Binny And The Ghost   
06:00   Violetta   
06:45   The Hive   
06:50   Mouk   
07:00   Dog With A Blog   
07:25   Dog With A Blog   
07:50   Tsum Tsum Shorts   
07:55   Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug And
Cat Noir   

08:20   Elena Of Avalor   
08:45   Star Darlings   
08:50   Liv And Maddie   
09:15   Jessie   
09:40   Jessie   
10:05   Jessie   
10:30   Bad Hair Day   
12:10   Austin & Ally   
12:35   Austin & Ally   
13:00   Liv And Maddie   
13:25   Liv And Maddie   
13:50   Shake It Up   
14:15   Shake It Up   
14:40   Dog With A Blog   
15:05   Dog With A Blog   
15:30   Good Luck Charlie   
15:55   Good Luck Charlie   
16:20   Girl Meets World   
16:45   Girl Meets World   
17:10   Elena Of Avalor   
17:35   Miraculous Tales Of Ladybug And
Cat Noir   
18:00   The Next Step   
18:25   Descendants Wicked World   
18:30   Liv And Maddie   
18:55   Star Darlings   
19:00   Best Friends Whenever   
19:25   Disney Mickey Mouse   
19:30   Austin & Ally   
19:55   Descendants Wicked World   
20:00   Backstage   
20:25   Tsum Tsum Shorts   
20:30   Elena Of Avalor   
20:55   Best Friends Whenever   
21:20   Jessie   
21:45   Jessie   
22:10   Jessie   
22:35   H2O: Just Add Water   
23:00   Binny And The Ghost   
23:25   Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch   
23:50   Sabrina Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch   

00:00   Doc McStuffins   
00:30   Minnie's Bow-Toons   
00:35   Zou   
00:50   Loopdidoo   
01:05   Art Attack   
01:30   Henry Hugglemonster   
01:45   Calimero   
02:00   Zou   
02:15   Loopdidoo   
02:30   Art Attack   
03:00   Calimero   
03:15   Zou   
03:30   Loopdidoo   
03:45   Art Attack   
04:10   Henry Hugglemonster   

04:25   Calimero   
04:45   Loopdidoo   
05:00   Art Attack   
05:25   Henry Hugglemonster   
05:35   Calimero   
05:50   Zou   
06:00   Loopdidoo   
06:15   Art Attack   
06:35   Henry Hugglemonster   
06:50   Calimero   
07:00   Zou   
07:20   Loopdidoo   
07:35   Art Attack   
08:00   Mickey Mouse Clubhouse   
08:30   Sheriff Callie's Wild West   
08:55   Goldie & Bear   
09:25   Minnie's Bow-Toons   
09:30   PJ Masks   
10:00   PJ Masks   
10:25   Mickey Mouse Clubhouse   
10:55   Sofia The First   
11:20   The Lion Guard   
11:50   Doc McStuffins Toy Hospital   
12:15   Little Mermaid   
12:45   Jake And The Never Land Pirates   
13:00   Sofia The First   
13:25   Mickey Mouse Clubhouse   
13:50   Jake And The Never Land Pirates   
14:20   Doc McStuffins   
14:45   The Lion Guard   
15:15   Sofia The First   
15:40   Mickey Mouse Clubhouse   
16:10   Doc McStuffins   
16:35   The Lion Guard   
17:05   PJ Masks   
17:30   Sofia The First   
18:00   The Adventures Of The Disney
Fairies   
18:30   Goldie & Bear   
19:00   Jake And The Never Land Pirates   
19:30   Little Mermaid   
20:00   PJ Masks   
20:30   Sofia The First   
21:00   The Lion Guard: Return Of The
Roar   
22:00   Sofia The First   
22:30   Sofia The First   
23:00   The Adventures Of The Disney
Fairies   
23:30   Mickey Mouse Clubhouse   

00:20   Wheeler Dealers   
01:10   Gold Rush   
02:00   Deadliest Catch   
02:50   Catching Monsters   
03:40   Cuban Chrome   
04:30   The Liquidator   
05:00   How Do They Do It?   
05:30   How Do They Do It?   
06:00   Deadliest Catch   
06:50   Wheeler Dealers   
07:40   Cuban Chrome   
08:30   Deadliest Job Interview   
09:20   The Liquidator   
09:45   How Do They Do It?   
10:10   How Do They Do It?   
10:35   Gold Rush   
11:25   Deadliest Catch   
12:15   Catching Monsters   
13:05   How Do They Do It?   

13:30   Storage Hunters UK   
13:55   The Liquidator   
14:20   Railroad Alaska   
15:10   Deadliest Job Interview   
16:00   Deadliest Catch   
16:50   Cuban Chrome   
17:40   Wheeler Dealers   
18:30   How Do They Do It?   
18:55   How Do They Do It?   
19:20   Deadliest Job Interview   
20:10   Storage Hunters UK   
20:35   The Liquidator   
21:00   Still Alive   
21:50   Kings Of The Wild   
22:40   Venom Hunters   
23:30   Cuban Chrome   

06:00   Supa Strikas   
06:25   Supa Strikas   
06:50   Counterfeit Cat   
07:00   Star vs The Forces Of Evil   
07:15   K.C. Undercover   
07:40   Atomic Puppet   
08:10   Lab Rats   
08:35   Danger Mouse   
09:00   K.C. Undercover: Double Crossed   
09:50   Kirby Buckets   
10:20   Kirby Buckets   
10:45   Gravity Falls   
11:10   Gamer's Guide To Pretty Much
Everything   
11:35   Gamer's Guide To Pretty Much
Everything   
12:00   Counterfeit Cat   
12:30   K.C. Undercover   
12:55   K.C. Undercover   
13:20   Star Wars Freemaker Adventures   
13:45   Lab Rats: Bionic Island   
14:10   Disney Mickey Mouse   
14:15   Lab Rats: Bionic Island   
14:40   Counterfeit Cat   
14:50   Star vs The Forces Of Evil   
15:05   K.C. Undercover   
15:30   Atomic Puppet   
15:55   Lab Rats   
16:25   Danger Mouse   
16:50   Future-Worm!   
17:15   K.C. Undercover   
17:40   K.C. Undercover   
18:05   Disney Mickey Mouse   
18:10   Becoming   
18:35   Supa Strikas   
19:00   Star Wars Freemaker Adventures   
19:25   Gamer's Guide To Pretty Much
Everything   
19:55   K.C. Undercover   
20:20   Counterfeit Cat   
20:45   Mighty Med   
21:10   Pickle And Peanut   
21:40   Disney Mickey Mouse   
21:45   Guardians Of The Galaxy   
22:10   Ultimate Spider-Man   
22:35   Boyster   
23:00   Programmes Start At 6:00am KSA   

00:00   Mystery Diners   
00:30   Mystery Diners   
01:00   Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives   
01:30   Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives   
02:00   Man Fire Food   
02:30   Man Fire Food   
03:00   Chopped   
04:00   Guy's Grocery Games   
05:00   Roadtrip With G. Garvin   
05:30   Roadtrip With G. Garvin   
06:00   Chopped   
07:00   Barefoot Contessa: Back To Basics   
07:30   Barefoot Contessa: Back To Basics   
08:00   The Kitchen   
09:00   Anna Olson: Bake   
09:30   Anna Olson: Bake   
10:00   Chopped   
11:00   Guy's Big Bite   
11:30   Guy's Big Bite   
12:00   Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives   
12:30   Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives   
13:00   Man Fire Food   
13:30   Man Fire Food   
14:00   Chopped   
15:00   The Kitchen   
16:00   Anna Olson: Bake   
16:30   Anna Olson: Bake   
17:00   Chopped   
18:00   Iron Chef America   
19:00   Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives   
19:30   Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives   
20:00   Man Finds Food   
20:30   Man Finds Food   
21:00   Man v Food   
21:30   Man v Food   
22:00   Iron Chef America   
23:00   Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives   
23:30   Diners, Drive-Ins And Dives   

00:10   Masterpiece With Alan Titchmarsh   
01:00   Emmerdale   
01:30   Coronation Street   
02:00   Coronation Street   

02:30   Cash Trapped   
03:25   Paul O'Grady: For The Love Of
Dogs At Christmas 15   
04:20   Autopsy: The Last Hours Of...   
05:15   The Doctor Blake Mysteries   
06:15   Masterpiece With Alan Titchmarsh   
07:05   Cash Trapped   
08:00   Paul O'Grady: For The Love Of
Dogs At Christmas 15   
09:00   Autopsy: The Last Hours Of...   
10:00   The Doctor Blake Mysteries   
11:00   Masterpiece With Alan Titchmarsh   
11:50   Cash Trapped   
12:45   Emmerdale   
13:15   Emmerdale   
13:45   Coronation Street   
14:15   Masterpiece With Alan Titchmarsh   
15:10   Cash Trapped   
16:00   Broadchurch   
16:55   Doc Martin   
17:50   The Doctor Blake Mysteries   
18:50   Emmerdale   
19:15   Emmerdale   
19:45   Coronation Street   
20:10   Cash Trapped   
21:00   Broadchurch   
21:55   Doc Martin   
22:50   Emmerdale   
23:15   Emmerdale   
23:40   Coronation Street   

00:00   In Search Of Aliens   
01:00   Ancient Aliens   
02:00   America's Book Of Secrets   
03:00   Ancient Discoveries   
03:50   Warriors   
04:40   Monster Quest   
05:30   In Search Of Aliens   
06:20   America's Book Of Secrets   
07:10   The Universe   
08:00   Ancient Aliens   
09:00   America's Book Of Secrets   
10:00   Ancient Discoveries   
11:00   How The States Got Their Shape   
12:00   Monster Quest   
13:00   In Search Of Aliens   
14:00   Ancient Aliens   
15:00   America's Book Of Secrets   
16:00   Ancient Discoveries   
17:00   How The States Got Their Shape   
18:00   Monster Quest   
19:00   Ancient Aliens   
20:00   America's Book Of Secrets   
21:00   Ancient Discoveries   
22:00   Warriors   
23:00   In Search Of Aliens   

00:25   Barbarians Rising   
01:20   Criss Angel: Mindfreak   
02:10   Storage Wars Texas   
02:35   Storage Wars Texas   
03:00   Lost In Transmission   
03:50   Lost In Transmission   
04:40   Pawn Stars   
05:10   Billion Dollar Wreck   
06:00   Swamp People   
06:50   Ax Men   
07:40   Ice Road Truckers   
08:30   Storage Wars Texas   
08:55   Ultimate Wheels   
09:45   Ultimate Wheels   
10:35   Counting Cars: Best Of   
11:00   Counting Cars   
11:25   Counting Cars   
11:50   Counting Cars   
12:15   Counting Cars   
12:40   Counting Cars   
13:05   Counting Cars   
13:30   Counting Cars   
13:55   Counting Cars   
14:20   Counting Cars   
14:45   Counting Cars   
15:10   Counting Cars   
15:35   Counting Cars   
16:00   Counting Cars   
16:25   Counting Cars   
16:50   Counting Cars   
17:15   Counting Cars   
17:40   Swamp People   
18:30   Billion Dollar Wreck   
19:20   American Pickers   
20:10   Pawn Stars   
20:35   Pawn Stars   
21:00   Mountain Men   
21:50   Forged In Fire   
22:40   Ozzy & Jack's World Detour   
23:30   Barbarians Rising   

00:15   Louie   
00:22   Louie   
00:30   Fresh Beat Band Of Spies   
00:53   Olive The Ostrich   
00:58   Olive The Ostrich   
01:03   Max & Ruby   
01:26   Wanda And The Alien   
01:37   Ben & Holly's Little Kingdom   
01:48   Ben & Holly's Little Kingdom   

02:00   Blaze And The Monster Machines   
02:22   Blaze And The Monster Machines   
02:45   Zack & Quack   
03:05   Team Umizoomi   
03:28   Louie   
03:35   Louie   
03:40   Olive The Ostrich   
03:44   Olive The Ostrich   
03:49   Paw Patrol   
04:01   Paw Patrol   
04:24   Ben & Holly's Little Kingdom   
04:35   Dora The Explorer   
04:59   Max & Ruby   
05:07   Bubble Guppies   
05:29   Little Charmers   
05:41   Shimmer And Shine   
06:05   Dora And Friends   
06:27   Zack & Quack   
06:38   Blaze And The Monster Machines   
07:00   Paw Patrol   
07:13   Paw Patrol   
07:36   Dora The Explorer   
08:00   Wanda And The Alien   
08:11   Zack & Quack   
08:22   Dora And Friends: Into The City!   
08:46   Blaze And The Monster Machines   
09:10   Paw Patrol   
09:35   Shimmer And Shine   
09:58   Dora The Explorer   
10:21   Paw Patrol   
10:45   Little Charmers   
10:57   Bubble Guppies   
11:20   Fresh Beat Band Of Spies   
11:40   Zack & Quack   
11:52   Team Umizoomi   
12:15   Louie   
12:22   Louie   
12:30   Fresh Beat Band Of Spies   
12:53   Olive The Ostrich   
12:58   Olive The Ostrich   
13:03   Max & Ruby   
13:26   Wanda And The Alien   
13:37   Ben & Holly's Little Kingdom   
13:48   Ben & Holly's Little Kingdom   
14:00   Blaze And The Monster Machines   
14:22   Blaze And The Monster Machines   
14:45   Zack & Quack   
15:05   Team Umizoomi   
15:28   Louie   
15:35   Louie   
15:40   Olive The Ostrich   
15:44   Olive The Ostrich   
15:49   Paw Patrol   
16:01   Paw Patrol   
16:24   Ben & Holly's Little Kingdom   
16:35   Dora The Explorer   
16:59   Max & Ruby   
17:07   Bubble Guppies   
17:29   Little Charmers   
17:41   Shimmer And Shine   
18:05   Dora And Friends   
18:27   Zack & Quack   
18:38   Blaze And The Monster Machines   
19:00   Paw Patrol   
19:13   Paw Patrol   
19:36   Dora The Explorer   
20:00   Wanda And The Alien   
20:11   Zack & Quack   
20:22   Dora And Friends: Into The City!   
20:46   Blaze And The Monster Machines   
21:10   Paw Patrol   
21:35   Shimmer And Shine   
21:58   Dora The Explorer   
22:21   Paw Patrol   
22:45   Little Charmers   
22:57   Bubble Guppies   
23:20   Fresh Beat Band Of Spies   
23:40   Zack & Quack   
23:52   Team Umizoomi   

01:00   The Patrol   
03:00   The Selfish Giant   
05:00   A Stranger In Paradise   
07:00   Odd Thomas   
09:00   Viktor   
11:00   A Stranger In Paradise   
13:00   6 Ways To Sundown   
15:00   Stolen From Suburbia   
17:00   Viktor   
19:00   Dying Of The Light   
21:00   Landmine Goes Click   
23:00   Mall   

00:00   Last Man Standing   
00:30   Happy Endings   
01:00   Happy Endings   
01:30   Bordertown   
02:00   Togetherness   
02:30   The Detour   
03:00   Last Man Standing   
03:30   Baby Daddy   
04:00   Better With You   
04:30   The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy
Fallon   
05:30   Breaking In   
06:00   My Big Fat Greek Life   
06:30   Living With Fran   
07:00   Late Night With Seth Meyers   
08:00   Better With You   
08:30   Breaking In   
09:00   Last Man Standing   
09:30   Truth Be Told   
10:00   Dr. Ken   
10:30   Living With Fran   

11:00   The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy
Fallon   
12:00   My Big Fat Greek Life   
12:30   Better With You   
13:00   Breaking In   
13:30   Living With Fran   
14:00   Baby Daddy   
14:30   Truth Be Told   
15:00   Dr. Ken   
15:30   Happy Endings   
16:00   Happy Endings   
16:30   My Big Fat Greek Life   
17:00   Late Night With Seth Meyers   
18:00   Last Man Standing   
18:30   Baby Daddy   
19:00   Truth Be Told   
19:30   Young & Hungry   
20:00   The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy
Fallon   
21:00   Happy Endings   
21:30   Happy Endings   
22:00   Bordertown   
22:30   Bordertown   
23:00   The Detour   
23:30   Late Night With Seth Meyers   

00:00   The Last Kingdom   
01:00   Bones   
02:00   Tyrant   
03:00   Tyrant   
04:00   Good Morning America   
06:00   Prison Break   
07:00   The Amazing Race   
08:00   The Night Shift   
09:00   Chicago Med   
10:00   Prison Break   
11:00   Bones   
12:00   Shark Tank   
13:00   The Ellen DeGeneres Show   
14:00   The Amazing Race   
15:00   Live Good Morning America   
17:00   The Ellen DeGeneres Show   
18:00   The Night Shift   
19:00   Chicago Med   
20:00   C.S.I. Cyber   
21:00   Pitch   
22:00   Supergirl   
23:00   The Strain   

01:15   Diary Of A Wimpy Kid   
03:00   Captain Sabertooth And The
Treasure Of Lama Rama   
05:00   Santa Claws   
07:00   Bark Ranger   
09:00   Oz The Great And Powerful   
11:15   Santa Claws   
13:00   Capture The Flag   
15:00   The Adventurer: The Curse Of The
Midas Box   
17:00   Paddington   
19:00   Beyond The Mask   
21:00   Asterix: The Mansions Of The
Gods   
23:00   The Adventurer: The Curse Of The
Midas Box   

01:15   Cop Car   
03:00   Pan   
05:00   Chloe And Theo   
06:45   Creed   
09:00   Pan   
11:00   San Andreas   
13:00   Creed   
15:15   Steve Jobs   
17:15   Where Hope Grows   
19:00   Christmas Eve   
21:00   The Martian   
23:30   The Revenant   

00:00   The Wedding Ringer   
02:00   Hot Rod   
04:00   The Out Of Towners   
06:00   10 Things I Hate About You   
08:00   Jack   
10:00   The Out Of Towners   
12:00   Hot Rod   
14:00   Lovesick   
16:00   Jack   
18:00   Shanghai Noon   
20:00   Hits   
22:00   Dance Flick   

01:30   Memories   
03:15   Ironweed   
05:45   The Truth About Emanuel   
07:30   Batkid Begins   
09:00   Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon   
11:00   Memories   
13:00   The Village   
15:00   The Girl   
17:00   Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon   
19:00   Hard Eight   
21:00   The Imitation Game   
23:00   The Gambler   CREED ON OSN MOVIES HD

LOVE SICK ON OSN MOVIES COMEDY HD

REIGN OF FIRE ON OSN MOVIES ACTION



inf or m at ion
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 27, 2016

Ahmadi Sama Safwan                                    Fahaeel Makka St 23915883
Abu Halaifa                                        Abu Halaifa-Coastal Rd 23715414
Danat Al-Sultan                              Mahboula Block 1, Coastal Rd 23726558

Jahra Modern Jahra                                   Jahra-Block 3 Lot 1 24575518
Madina Munawara                        Jahra-Block 92 24566622

Capital Ahlam                                                   Fahad Al-Salem St 22436184
Khaldiya Coop                                 Khaldiya Coop 24833967

Farwaniya New Shifa                                           Farwaniya Block 40 24734000
Ferdous Coop                                   Ferdous Coop 24881201
Modern Safwan                               Old Kheitan Block 11 24726638

Hawally Tariq                                                      Salmiya-Hamad Mubarak St 25726265
Hana                                                      Salmiya-Amman St 25647075
Ikhlas                                                    Hawally-Beirut St 22625999
Hawally & Rawdha                         Hawally & Rawdha Coop 22564549
Ghadeer                                              Jabriya-Block 1A 25340559
Kindy                                                    Jabriya-Block 3B 25326554
Ibn Al-Nafis                                        Salmiya-Hamad Mubarak St 25721264
Mishrif Coop                                     Mishrif Coop 25380581
Salwa Coop                                        Salwa Coop 25628241

Ophthalmologists

Dr. Abidallah Al-Mansoor            25622444

Dr. Samy Al-Rabeea                         25752222

Dr. Masoma Habeeb                        25321171

Dr. Mubarak Al-Ajmy                      25739999

Dr. Mohsen Abel                                 25757700

Dr  Adnan Hasan Alwayl               25732223

Dr. Abdallah Al-Baghly                  25732223

Ear, Nose & Throat (ENT)

Dr. Ahmed Fouad Mouner          24555050 Ext 510

Dr. Abdallah Al-Ali                            25644660

Dr. Abd Al-Hameed Al-Taweel  25646478

Dr. Sanad Al-Fathalah                    25311996

Dr. Mohammad Al-Daaory         25731988

Dr. Ismail Al-Fodary                         22620166

Dr. Mahmoud Al-Booz                   25651426

General Practitioners

Dr. Mohamme Y Majidi                  24555050 Ext 123

Dr. Yousef Al-Omar                           24719312

Dr. Tarek Al-Mikhazeem               23926920

Dr. Kathem Maarafi                          25730465

Dr. Abdallah Ahmad Eyadah     25655528

Dr. Nabeel Al-Ayoobi                      24577781

Dr. Dina Abidallah Al-Refae       25333501

Urologists

Dr. Ali Naser Al-Serfy                       22641534

Dr. Fawzi Taher Abul                        22639955

Dr. Khaleel Abidallah Al-Awadi 22616660

Dr. Adel Al-Hunayan FRCS (C)   25313120

Dr. Leons Joseph                                66703427

For labor-related inquiries 
and complaints:

Call MSAL hotline 128 

Sabah Hospital                                                 24812000

Amiri Hospital                                                  22450005

Maternity Hospital                                         24843100

Mubarak Al-Kabir Hospital                        25312700

Chest Hospital                                               24849400

Farwaniya Hospital                                    24892010

Adan Hospital                                                23940620

Ibn Sina Hospital                                         24840300

Al-Razi Hospital                                            24846000

Physiotherapy Hospital                            24874330/9

Kaizen center 25716707

Rawda 22517733

Adaliya 22517144

Khaldiya 24848075

Kaifan 24849807

Shamiya 24848913

Shuwaikh 24814507

Abdullah Salem 22549134

Nuzha 22526804

Industrial Shuwaikh 24814764

Qadsiya 22515088

Dasmah 22532265

Bneid Al-Gar 22531908

Shaab 22518752

Qibla 22459381

Ayoun Al-Qibla 22451082

Mirqab 22456536

Sharq 22465401

Salmiya 25746401

Jabriya 25316254

Maidan Hawally 25623444

Bayan 25388462

Mishref 25381200

W Hawally 22630786

Sabah 24810221

Jahra 24770319

New Jahra 24575755

West Jahra 24772608

South Jahra 24775066

North Jahra 24775992

North Jleeb 24311795

Ardhiya 24884079

Firdous 24892674

Omariya 24719048

N Khaitan 24710044

Fintas 23900322

GOVERNORATE PHARMACY                            ADDRESS PHONE

Plastic Surgeons

Dr. Mohammad Al-Khalaf                        22547272

Dr. Abdal-Redha Lari                                   22617700

Dr. Abdel Quttainah                                 25625030/60

Family Doctor

Dr Divya Damodar                        23729596/23729581

Psychiatrists

Dr. Esam Al-Ansari                                         22635047

Dr Eisa M. Al-Balhan                                  22613623/0

Gynaecologists & Obstetricians

DrAdrian arbe                                   23729596/23729581

Dr. Verginia s.Marin                       2572-6666 ext 8321

Dr. Fozeya Ali Al-Qatan                              22655539

Dr. Majeda Khalefa Aliytami                  25343406

Dr. Ahmad Al-Khooly                                  25739272

Dr. Salem soso                                                  22618787

General Surgeons

Dr. Amer Zawaz Al-Amer                          22610044

Dr. Mohammad Yousef Basher             25327148

Internists, Chest & Heart

Dr. Adnan Ebil                                                   22639939

Dr. Mousa Khadada                                      22666300

Dr. Latefa Al-Duweisan                              25728004

Dr. Nadem Al-Ghabra                                  25355515

Dr. Mobarak Aldoub                                    24726446

Dr Nasser Behbehani                                25654300/3

Paediatricians

Dr. Khaled Hamadi                              25665898

Dr. Abd Al-Aziz Al-Rashed                         25340300

Dr. Zahra Qabazard                             25710444

Dr. Sohail Qamar                                   22621099

Dr. Snaa Maaroof                                  25713514

Dr. Pradip Gujare                                  23713100

Dr. Zacharias Mathew                        24334282

Dermatology

Dr. Mohammed Salam 
Bern University                                      23845955

Dentists

Dr Anil Thomas                                       3729596/3729581

Dr. Shamah Al-Matar                          22641071/2

Dr. Anesah Al-Rasheed                     22562226

Dr. Abidallah Al-Amer                       22561444

Dr. Faysal Al-Fozan                              22619557

Dr. Abdallateef Al-Katrash             22525888

Dr. Abidallah Al-Duweisan             25653755

Dr. Bader Al-Ansari                              25620111

Neurologists

Dr. Sohal Najem Al-Shemeri         25633324

Dr. Jasem Mola Hassan                     25345875

Gastrologists

Dr. Sami Aman                                        22636464

Dr. Mohammad Al-Shamaly         25322030

Dr. Foad Abidallah Al-Ali                 22633135

Endocrinologist

     Dr. Abd Al-Naser Al-Othman 25339330

     Dr. Ahmad Al-Ansari 25658888

     Dr. Kamal Al-Shomr 25329924

Physiotherapists & VD

     Dr. Deyaa Shehab 25722291

     Dr. Musaed Faraj Khamees 22666288

Rheumatologists:

     Dr. Adel Al-Awadi 25330060

     Dr. Khaled Al-Jarallah 25722290

Internist, Chest & Heart

     DR.Mohammes Akkad           24555050 Ext 210

     Dr. Mohammad Zubaid
     MB, ChB, FRCPC, PACC
     Assistant Professor Of Medicine
     Head, Division of Cardiology
     Mubarak Al-Kabeer Hospital 25339667

Consultant Cardiologist

     Dr. Farida Al-Habib          2611555-2622555
     MD, PH.D, FACC

     Inaya German Medical Center
     Te: 2575077
     Fax: 25723123

Soor Center
Tel: 2290-1677
Fax: 2290 1688

info@soorcenter.com
www.soorcenter.com

Psychologists
/Psychotherapists

PRIVATE CLINICS

William Schuilenberg, RPC 2290-1677
Zaina Al Zabin, M.Sc. 2290-1677

Kaizen center
25716707

Noor Clinic
23845955

INTERNATIONAL
CALLS

Afghanistan 0093

Albania 00355

Algeria 00213

Andorra 00376

Angola 00244

Anguilla 001264

Antiga 001268

Argentina 0054

Armenia 00374

Australia 0061

Austria 0043

Azerbaijan 00994

Bahamas 001242

Bahrain 00973

Bangladesh 00880

Barbados 001246

Belarus 00375

Belgium 0032

Belize 00501

Benin 00229

Bermuda 001441

Bhutan 00975

Bolivia 00591

Bosnia 00387

Botswana 00267

Brazil 0055

Brunei 00673

Bulgaria 00359

Burkina 00226

Burundi 00257

Cambodia 00855

Cameroon 00237

Canada 001

Cape Verde 00238

Cayman Islands 001345

Central African 00236

Chad 00235

Chile 0056

China 0086

Colombia 0057

Comoros 00269

Congo 00242

Cook Islands 00682

Costa Rica 00506

Croatia 00385

Cuba 0053

Cyprus 00357

Cyprus (Northern) 0090392

Czech Republic 00420

Denmark 0045

Diego Garcia 00246

Djibouti 00253

Dominica 001767

Dominican Republic 001809

Ecuador 00593

Egypt 0020

El Salvador 00503

England (UK) 0044

Equatorial Guinea 00240

Eritrea 00291

Estonia 00372

Ethiopia 00251

Falkland Islands 00500

Faroe Islands 00298

Fiji 00679

Finland 00358

France 0033

French Guiana 00594

French Polynesia 00689

Gabon 00241

Gambia 00220

Georgia 00995

Germany 0049

Ghana 00233

Gibraltar 00350

Greece 0030

Greenland 00299

Grenada 001473

Guadeloupe 00590

Guam 001671

Guatemala 00502

Guinea 00224

Guyana 00592

Haiti 00509

Holland (Netherlands) 0031

Honduras 00504

Hong Kong 00852

Hungary 0036

Ibiza (Spain) 0034

Iceland 00354

India 0091

Indian Ocean 00873

Indonesia 0062

Iran 0098

Iraq 00964

Ireland 00353

Italy 0039

Ivory Coast 00225

Jamaica 001876

Japan 0081

Jordan 00962

Kazakhstan 007

Kenya 00254

Kiribati 00686

Kuwait 00965

Kyrgyzstan 00996

Laos 00856

Latvia 00371

Lebanon 00961

Liberia 00231

Libya 00218

Lesotho 00266

Lithuania 00370

Luxembourg 00352

Macau 00853

Macedonia 00389

Madagascar 00261

Majorca 0034

Malawi 00265

Malaysia 0060

Maldives 00960

Mali 00223

Malta 00356

Marshall Islands 00692

Martinique 00596

Mauritania 00222

Mauritius 00230

Mayotte 00269

Mexico 0052

Micronesia 00691

Moldova 00373

Monaco 00377

Mongolia 00976

Montserrat 001664

Morocco 00212

Mozambique 00258

Myanmar (Burma) 0095

Namibia 00264

Nepal 00977

Netherlands 0031

Netherlands Antilles 00599

New Caledonia 00687

New Zealand 0064

Nicaragua 00505

Nigar 00227

Nigeria 00234

Niue 00683

Norfolk Island 00672

N. Ireland (UK) 0044

North Korea 00850

Norway 0047

Oman 00968

Pakistan 0092

Palau 00680

Panama 00507

Papua New Guinea 00675

Paraguay 00595

Peru 0051

Philippines 0063

Poland 0048

Portugal 00351

Puerto Rico 001787

Qatar 00974

Romania 0040

Russian Federation 007

Rwanda 00250

Saint Helena 00290

Saint Kitts 001869

Saint Lucia 001758

Saint Pierre 00508

Saint Vincent 001784

Samoa US 00684

Samoa West 00685

San Marino 00378

Sao Tome 00239

Saudi Arabia 00966

Scotland (UK) 0044

Senegal 00221

Seychelles 00284

Sierra Leone 00232

Singapore 0065

Slovakia 00421

Slovenia 00386

Solomon Islands 00677

Somalia 00252

South Africa 0027

South Korea 0082

Spain 0034

Sri Lanka 0094

Sudan 00249

Suriname 00597

Swaziland 00268

Sweden 0046

Switzerland 0041

Syria 00963

Serbia 00381

Taiwan 00886

Tanzania 00255

Thailand 0066

Togo 00228

Tonga 00676

Tokelau 00690

Trinidad 001868

Tunisia 00216

Turkey 0090

Tuvalu 00688

Uganda 00256

Ukraine 00380

United Arab Emirates 00976

United Kingdom 0044

Uruguay 00598

USA 001

Uzbekistan 00998

Vanuatu 00678

Venezuela 00582

Vietnam 0084

Virgin Islands UK 001284

Virgin Islands US 001340

Wales (UK) 0044

Yemen 00967

Yugoslavia 00381

Zambia 00260

Zimbabwe 00263
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Others will find you most persuasive and almost charismatic in speech and
communication. Things are very natural for self-expression and work partic-

ularly well with new ideas and thoughts. If you have been trying to convince higher-ups of
better business techniques, now is the time. Positive energy is in the air and you should
feel a super sense of support and harmony. Someone younger than you may look up to
you for some answers or ideas. You will delight in helping others. Understanding and
being sensitive in this situation is a wonderful prerequisite to having a special time with
someone you love. Expect a good conversation with those that you love and care for the
most. Smile, it is an infectious act. Enjoy the evening!

Aries (March 21-April 19)

STAR TRACK

This time favors practical endeavors, as well as expanding or creating a busi-
ness. Your goals are especially clear and your planning ability is sharp. There is a final need
to push for some impressive results with regard to work. Success at this time depends on
how well you know your own motivations. You should be experiencing financial gain now,
perhaps a bonus. Spend some time alone in thought. You will work very hard on your own
personal projects at this time. Your inner confidence shines. You are particularly sensitive
to beauty and this time favors buying art objects or other things of beauty. Purchases
today are likely to be a good investment over the long run. You plan to spend this evening
in the company of loved ones.

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

Relationships with other people are the main keys to your satisfaction this
day. You may be working with a relative or spouse and find that it is important you have
some new ideas or input that would demonstrate unexpected thinking. Suggest a field
trip to a museum or art show. It will give employees a chance to take pleasure in each oth-
er's company and perhaps enjoy a new opportunity to expand their thinking. Perhaps a
tour would be stimulating. You will not be stealing ideas but you will be opening up to
creative thinking. You are respected for your ability to think outside the box, so to speak.
This is a very nice day, one with a great many possibilities. Taking in a movie or reading a
good book this evening may be a fun escape.   

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

Though your nature may seem a bit on the quiet or reserved side, it should
serve you well most days. This is still a great time of the year to cook on the grill and as the
good cook you may decide to bring samples to share with everybody. Perhaps a time
could be set aside occasionally, to trade recipes in the hopes of making a meal more inter-
esting or easier, etc. You may find yourself put to task by your friends and this may be in
the workplace as well as outside of work. This evening, you find you have lots of energy for
making improvements to your surroundings or life conditions. The motivation to improve
is available. Your emotions should be well under your control and it would be easy to com-
municate your desires as well as to please another.

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

Career decisions that show you the possibility of some real success may
just not fit in with your schedule today but can be included in the changes you want to
make for next year. You probably are not going to be able to appreciate a job where you
would be held back from expressing yourself. You are the only one that can lay the con-
crete for your path to success-you may be asking yourself if it is time for the road to turn.
You are interested in broadening your options and becoming the best you can possibly
be. There are many aspects to consider-let your conscience be your guide-it will not
deceive you! You may need to help some young people solve problems this evening. You
turn into a cook tonight and decide to do some grilling.

Leo (July 23-August 22)

Your creative and intuitive talents are what guide you today. Some may
see you as a bit eccentric because of your rather unique and unusual approach to things.
All in all, you should benefit well from your actions. In fact, someone that you would not
have thought to be so supportive will be on your side in your endeavors at this time. This
afternoon proves to be an excellent time to work together or just socialize. You will defi-
nitely want to get with the program, as your managerial and directional abilities will be
guiding you in a progressive direction. At home this evening, you may become responsi-
ble for the care of young children. This is a benefit since you enjoy their company; later
you will enjoy someone near your age.

Virgo (August 23-September 22)

This will be the kind of day that we all long for, easygoing and calm, with
everything running in a smooth manner. It is easy for you to understand the feelings of
others and you can usually create a desire in the onlookers to purchase whatever it is that
you are selling. As a result, you are probably a very good salesperson. Although there are
a few problems this day, everyone is patient. A proposition may come to your attention,
but you would be wise to set it aside for further consideration sometime in the future.
Your more reserved qualities are apparent and should be valuable. You may want to run in
a new year's charity run; if this is so, you will probably want to purchase some warm
underclothes as it might be very cold at that time.

Libra (September 23-October 22)

You may find some new answers to old questions or have breakthroughs
with regard to your professional state of affairs. Others appreciate and admire your inde-
pendence. You could find yourself with the offer of manager or coordinator. It is a good
thing that you have prepared and stored all sorts of finger food for impromptu parties
because, as you clear away your e-mail that has accumulated over the past few days, you
will find lots of invitations and your finger food would make a good contribution to those
you want to see. You enjoy entertaining and are a very good cook! You could find many
opportunities to entertain people in your home soon. Cousins are in town, old friends as
well, and you are looking forward to all the reunions.

Scorpio (October 23-November 21)

You have a great respect for law and order and an appreciation for respon-
sibilities and duty. This is an excellent time for getting work accomplished

that must be done. In fact, your personal power enables you to accomplish things that
would otherwise be difficult. This is a very good day for all types of mental work and com-
munications. Your mind is sharp and you are able to state your case clearly and forcefully.
You probably will not find a better day to work out any kind of business negotiations,
begin a course of study or do some organizing. This is also a good day to get rid of any
backlog of paperwork, or to make those phone calls that you have been putting aside.
Rest as much as you can this afternoon-tonight is for a neighborhood meeting!

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)

You are quite charming as usual today. If your work is not the type of busi-
ness that allows the worker to take off for a personal birthday, someone may get a group
together for a big birthday lunch or a cake sometime during this day. Your personality is
catching and your positive outlook on life creates some type of magnetic attraction that
just automatically calls people to you. You could be looking at better transportation soon;
you bring the company a lot of money from your travels and your interaction with cus-
tomers-so talk to your boss and see about a raise. Your timing will be good. The luck of the
irish and their gift of gab are part of your charm, particularly today. Young people in your

life have good news to share this evening. 

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

There are opportunities to work on group-planning committees today.
There could be a little bit of frustration associated with trying to get things

accomplished quickly. If you move too rapidly in making decisions, you could make mis-
takes that you regret, so just take one step at a time. A friend of yours tends to see the
lighter side of things in general and when the day becomes a bit crowded it might be
good to just take a break and call that friend for a little chat. You will also be helping them
more than you realize. You are thankful that you choose your friends so well. Everything
conspires to reveal you at your most elegant in social encounters this evening-if that is

what you desire. If you desire to be at home, family members are appreciative.

Pisces (February 19-March 20)

You may be working especially hard to get things and people organized.
You always have a sense of ambition and can hold up your end of almost any responsible
task. Do not take it upon yourself to do someone else's work today. You will be pushing
yourself enough with the plans you have for tonight. You are an admirable person and you
nurture your health. You enjoy helping others and may find that you and a friend do your
best health program when you join together in an exercise program. Be careful not to
overextend yourself; pace yourself. A silent auction or a charity drive today will be worth
attending. This is a successful drive to help the city increase funds for a shelter and for aid
to the needy through the winter.

Aquarius (January 20- February 18)

CROSSWORD 1473

ACROSS
1. A newt in its terrestrial stage of develop-

ment.
4. Island country in the Atlantic east of Florida

and Cuba.
11. South African term for `boss'.
15. A river in north central Switzerland that

runs northeast into the Rhine.
16. Either of two flat triangular bones one on

each side of the shoulder in human
beings.

17. An inflammatory disease involving the
sebaceous glands of the skin.

18. A painful emotion resulting from an aware-
ness of inadequacy or guilt.

20. Relating to or caused by a virus.
21. A strategically located monarchy on the

southern and eastern coasts of the
Arabian Peninsula.

22. Tropical starchy tuberous root.
24. The superior of a group of nuns.
26. An official language of the Republic of

South Africa.
28. Port city on southern Honshu on Osaka

Bay.
30. Having the leading position or higher score

in a contest.
34. Divulge information or secrets.
38. A form of Japanese poetry.
41. A unit of surface area equal to 100 square

meters.
42. A white powder used as a pigment for its

high covering power and durability.
43. Someone employed to collect and dispose

of refuse.
46. Any property detected by the olfactory sys-

tem.
47. (informal) Roused to anger.
49. (usually followed by `to') Full of eagerness.
50. That is to say.
52. A former British gold coin worth 21 chill-

ings.
53. A yellow trivalent metallic element of the

rare earth group.
57. Any of numerous local fertility and nature

deities worshipped by ancient Semitic
peoples.

59. A heavy odorless colorless gas formed dur-
ing respiration and by the decomposition
of organic substances.

61. Of or relating to or characteristic of Greece
or the Greeks.

64. A wheeled vehicle adapted to the rails of
railroad.

69. Containing or involving or occurring in the
form of ions.

70. A fleshy wrinkled and often brightly col-
ored fold of skin hanging from the neck or
throat of certain birds (chickens and
turkeys) or lizards.

73. A loose sleeveless outer garment made
from aba cloth.

74. Type genus of the Rutaceae.
76. A spacecraft that carries astronauts from

the command module to the surface of
the moon and back.

77. Made of fir or pine.
78. A festival featuring African-American cul-

ture.
79. A federal agency established to regulate

the release of new foods and health-relat-
ed products.

DOWN
1. Freedom from difficulty or hardship or

effort.
2. King of Saudi Arabia since 1982 (born in

1922).
3. (British) Traditional jazz as revived in the

1950s.
4. A fatal disease of cattle that affects the cen-

tral nervous system.
5. A radioactive element of the actinide series.
6. Czech dramatist and statesman whose plays

opposed totalitarianism and who served
as president of Czechoslovakia from 1989
to 1992 and president of the Czech
Republic since 1993 (born in 1936).

7. The capital of Western Samoa.
8. United States publisher (born in Australia in

1931).
9. A flat wing-shaped process or winglike part

of an organism.
10. A deep bow.
11. African tree having an exceedingly thick

trunk and fruit that resembles a gourd and
has an edible pulp called monkey bread.

12. The highest level or degree attainable.
13. Type genus of the Anatidae.
14. A strong-smelling plant from whose dried

leaves a number of euphoriant and hallu-
cinogenic drugs are prepared.

19. A Chadic language spoken south of Lake
Chad.

23. A soft silvery metallic element of the alkali
earth group.

25. A radioactive transuranic element.
27. A city in southern Turkey on the Seyhan

River.
29. Any of a number of fishes of the family

Carangidae.
31. (often used in combination) Having hair as

specified.
32. (prefix) Within.
33. (Akkadian) God of wisdom.
35. A thin plate or layer (especially of bone or

mineral).
36. A genus of orb-weaving spiders including

common garden spiders and barn spiders.
37. A region whose eastern part is Bangladesh

and western part is included in India.
39. Arboreal snake of central and southern

Africa whose bite is often fatal.
40. (Old Testament) The eldest son of Isaac

who would have inherited the Covenant
that God made with Abraham and that
Abraham passed on to Isaac.

44. The capital and largest city of Mongolia.
45. Relating to or characteristic of a tribe.
48. (informal) Of the highest quality.
51. Title for a civil or military leader (especially

in Turkey).
54. Of or belonging to an aecium.
55. Concerning those not members of the cler-

gy.
56. A parenteral cephalosporin (trade names

Fortaz and Tazicef) used to treat moderate
infections.

58. A woman gossip.
60. A representation of the Virgin Mary mourn-

ing over the dead body of Jesus.
62. A dissolute man in fashionable society.
63. The compass point that is one point west

of northwest.
65. Type genus of the Alcidae comprising sole-

ly the razorbill.
66. Young of domestic cattle.
67. In bed.
68. Avatar of Vishnu.
71. A constellation in the southern hemisphere

near Telescopium and Norma.
72. Being one more than nine.
75. A state in northwestern North America.

Yesterday’s Solution

Yesterday’s Solution

Word Search

34s ta rs

Daily SuDoku

Yesterday Solution



G O S S I P

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 27, 2016

l if e s t y l e

Bella Hadid feels
'so damn lucky'
to be a model

The 20-year-old catwalk icon has admitted she feels
"so grateful" to have had such a successful year and is
"privileged" to have worked with "inspiring, talented

people" this year, and the star has vowed to work equally
as hard next year.  The brunette beauty - who made her
debut appearance in this year's annual Victoria's Secret
Fashion Show last month - shared a video of her walking in
a variety of catwalk shows throughout this year in a mon-
tage on social media.  She captioned the Instagram post: "I
feel so grateful..thank you to every single person I have
had the privilege of working with this year and everyone
that believed in me and supported me along the way. i feel
so damn lucky to call this my job and to work with such
inspiring, talented people everyday..i will keep working
hard I love you so so so so much! (sic)." And the fashion
muse - who has also graced the runway for Moschino,
Versace and Chanel - has been voted the Model of the Year
by the Industry, and Bella has admitted it is a "huge hon-
our" for her to receive the accolade, although her older sis-
ter Gigi, 21, was crowned International Model of the Year at
The British Fashion Awards earlier this month.  Alongside a
picture of an article with her new title, which she shared on
the photo-sharing site, she wrote: "What a crazy way to
end the year This is such a huge honor !!! Industry's vote!!!
Thank you SO much to everyone in the industry that voted,
everyone I've worked with and @modelsdot for all of the
love and support ... this really means so much to me And
congrats Kenny I love you (sic)."

Snoop Dogg has been gifted with a King
Kong statue worth $200,000. The 45-year-
old rapper was due to perform a DJ set at

Ora -a nightclub in Miami Beach, Florida - when
French artist Richard Orlinski arrived with the
six-foot statue, according to the New York Post
newspaper. A witness told the publication:
"Three security guards had to drag it into
Snoop's green room." The same insider also con-
firmed the hefty price tag to the publication. It's
unknown whether or not the statue made it to
the home of the 'Drop It Like It's Hot' rapper fin-
ished his set and left the nightclub. The show at
the Ora nightclub comes after the 'Young, Wild &
Free' hitmaker wrapped his 'Puff Puff Pass Tour
part 2' earlier this month, which resurrected the
special run of gigs he played in 15 years ago
2001. Snoop enlisted the help of several associ-
ates to help him along the way, including Bone
Thugs-N-Harmony, Tha Dogg Pound, DJ Quick,
the Pomona City Movement and the LBC
Movement. The star announced the 'Puff Puff

Pass Tour Part 2' on his Instagram account in
October by sharing an image of the schedule
and adding the caption: "The Puff Puff Pass Tour
Part 2 with Snoop Dogg, Bone Thugs, Warren G,
DJ Quik & The Dogg Pound!! Featuring Pomona
City Movement & LBC Movement! ON SALE
NOW!!! (sic)" The tour featured 10 dates in North
America throughout this month, and wrapped
on December 15 with a show in Bill ings,
Montana. It comes after the star admitted last
month he wants to do a "joint tour" with the
likes of Dr. Dre, Kendrick Lamar and Eminem.  He
said: "I think [a joint tour] makes sense more
than anything. A Snoop-Dre album would be
amazing, but a tour even more, because we
have legendary music the world has yet to see
us perform globally. I'm pretty sure he wants to
do it. He just wants the team in place. Kendrick
Lamar, Eminem, Snoop Dogg and Dr Dre - that's
the dream team for him."

Snoop Dogg gifted with King Kong statue

Paris Hilton

launches Lidl
haircare line

Paris Hilton has teamed up with budget super-
store Lidl for a new hair collection. The 35-year-
old Hilton Hotels heiress has announced the

line, consisting of items priced from just £1.99 to
£16.99, of haircare beauty products to her 6.3 million
Twitter followers. Taking to the micro-blogging site,
she wrote: "I'm excited to share my new collection
from @lidl with you! Be the first to get it: @lidl with
you! Be the first to get: @lidl #HereComesParis #Hair
#BTS #Blonde #Beauty (sic)" The highest priced item
is a pair of Wave Curlers and Rotating Hot Air Stylers
and those with not much in their budget can pick up
a hairbrush for £1.99. The 'Simple Life' star is not the
first millionaire to team up with a budget store, as
earlier this year Victoria Beckham unveiled her limit-
ed edition collection with Target, which is expected
to drop next year.  The 42-year-old fashion designer
revealed she is working on her VB x Target fashion
range, which is inspired by her Victoria, Victoria
Beckham capsule.  Victoria confirmed that the range
will be available in all American retail giants, online
and in-store, as well as Target.com in April 2017, and
is the brunette beauty's first foray into children's
wear.  She previously said: "The timing just felt right.
"I've made no secret of the fact that I wanted to put a
collection out there for people who either can't
afford designer prices or don't want to pay designer
prices. "It was really about looking at the business,
discussing it with my partners and my CEO, and just
figuring out when that time was going to be.  And
when I had the time to be as involved as I like to be
with every single project I take on."

Pixie Lott is too 
busy to have children

at the moment

The 25-year-old pop star got engaged to fashion mod-
el Oliver Cheshire in November, but has insisted she
does not envision them having children anytime

soon because she has so many other ambitions to pursue
in 2017.  The blonde beauty shared: "I'd like kids at some
point, but not anytime soon. There's too much to be done!
And I'm not sure where I'll be next year because it's going
to be a busy time with my new music coming out." In the
more immediate future, Pixie has her eyes firmly focused
on her wedding to Oliver, admitting she is relishing the
prospect of planning her big day. She told Star magazine:
"I'm going to start planning early next year and I can't wait.
We haven't had time to do anything yet and planning is
the most exciting bit! "We don't have a date yet, so we
need to figure out what's best. It will be hard to squeeze a
wedding in next year because we're both so busy, but if it
can't be done in 2017, it will definitely be done the year
after." Pixie also explained that her wedding will see her
move from the flat she's lived in since she was 18 into a
larger house with Oliver.  The 'All About Tonight' hitmaker
said: "I've started to look for a place near my sister's home
in Chelmsford, Essex, because I need to get a house with
more space. "I'm in a really small flat that I've had since I
was 18. I think it's time to move out, but there's no rush
right now."

Donatella Versace says she and her friends Naomi
Campbell and Kate Moss were "dangerous" party
girls in the 90s. The 61-year-old designer is great

pals with the two supermodels and she admits they lived
life to the full when they were all starting out in the fashion
business. Donatella admits those times were "a lot of fun"
but she eventually made the decision to leave the late
nights behind her to live a quieter life. Whilst being inter-
viewed on stage at the Teatro Piccolo Studio in Milan, Italy,
last week to promote new book 'Donatella Versace' pub-
lished by Rizzoli, Donatella was asked: "You, Naomi
Campbell and Kate Moss were known as the 'dangerous
trio'. Tell us about them..." To which the blonde star replied:
"We were really dangerous. During that time, in the 1990s,
you were allowed to do everything, there were no limits.
Or at least we used to think so. We did everything you
could imagine. Parties, events, it was a lot of fun at that
time, but then at a certain point I started thinking about
my life. I wondered, 'What am I doing? What's my future?' "
Quizzed on what made her stop partying so much,
Donatella - who has daughter Allegra, 30, and son Daniel,
26, with ex-husband, model Paul Beck, whom she divorced
in 2000 - said: "Around 2005, 2006. I did it for my children.
They didn't tell me anything, but I looked them in the face
and I told myself, 'I have to change for them.'" During the
talk, Donatella - who was wed to Manuel Dallori from 2004
to 2005 - also opened up on the support her friend
Madonna gave her in the wake of the shooting of her
brother Gianni Versace on 15 July 1997 at the hands of
Andrew Cunanan. The Vice President of the Versace Group

admits she will never forget that Madonna was there wait-
ing for her at her brother's house after she landed in the
American city from Milan the day after his tragic death. She
shared: "I entered the house and there was Madonna wait-
ing for me. I'll never forget what she did; she was there
because she wanted to support me.  She hugged me, she
stayed with me for many, many hours. I never thought to
find her there waiting for me. I'll be always grateful for
that."

Donatella Versace remembers her 
dangerous party days in the 90s

The 45-year-old singer is most famous for singing 'Walking In The Air'
when he was just 12 for the 1982 animated festive film, based on
Raymond Briggs' children's picture book. The Channel 4 TV movie has

become an annual watch for many families but Aled and his wife Claire and
their children, Emilia, 14, and Lucas, 11, don't settle down to watch the magical
tale about a young boy and his snowman because his kids aren't interested in
his work. When asked if the short fantasy film is part of his annual festivities, he
said: "We don't! It isn't part of our Christmas routine. If it's on the kids might
watch it but I haven't ever made it a family ritual! If I did that the kids would be
like, 'I don't get it dad.' My kids literally don't care what I do. "My kids don't care
what I do as long as I've got enough money to buy Lucas Lego he's happy." And
the former 'Daybreak' presenter has revealed he couldn't watch 'The Snowman'
himself as a kid, despite providing the music, because it didn't air in his native
Wales. Speaking exclusively to BANG Showbiz, he said: "I didn't see the cartoon
for ages because I was from Wales they didn't play it on Channel 4 Wales." Aled
- who has a new album, 'One Voice at Christmas', out now - is looking forward
to a traditional Christmas and plans to watch lots of television and feast on sea-
sonal food. Discussing his festive plans, he shared: "I've got two weeks off
which will probably be the only two weeks off I'll have all year so I'm going to
really enjoy them and put on about two stone! I do what everybody else does. I
eat too much, I drink too much, tell rubbish jokes from crackers and watch
loads of telly, that's about it. For me it's always been a very family orientated
time and a time to close the door and be together. I'm not a big one for
Christmas parties or things like that."

Aled Jones never watches 'The
Snowman' over Christmas

Chris Martin played an impromptu gig at a homeless
shelter in New York City. The Coldplay frontman sur-
prised homeless people at The Bowery Mission in

Manhattan by jamming with them on Wednesday before
announcing he was to star at a concert fundraiser at the
Mercury Lounge in aid of people sleeping rough in New
York. James Macklin, the mission's director of outreach,
said Chris' appearance, which included performances of
songs such as The Beatles' 'Yesterday' and hymn 'Amazing
Grace', had helped to lift the spirits of the homeless men
and women at the shelter. He explained: "Chris Martin
proved once again the power of one person to make a dif-
ference through The Bowery Mission. "As the temperatures
drop and we serve thousands of lonely people during the
holidays, Chris has lifted our spirits today." Chris played
solo for part of the show, but was later joined by two
singers, both of whom had previously turned to the mis-
sion as they sought to fight their way out of homelessness.
Meanwhile, it was recently reported that Chris and his ex-
wife Gwyneth Paltrow are planning to move back to
London. The couple split over two years ago, but have
made a mutual decision to return to the UK in 2017 for the
sake of their kids Apple, 12, and Moses, 10. A source previ-
ously said: "They're horrified by Donald Trump's election
and feel it's a damning indictment of the current state of
America. "Their children's education is extremely impor-
tant to them and they're in agreement that the English
school system is better." The duo are also said to miss their

friends and family back home. The insider explained: "On
top of that, Gwyneth misses her friends in London and
Chris is keen for the kids to be closer to his parents in
Devon."

Chris Martin plays impromptu
concert at homeless shelter
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The 18-year-old star - who is the sister of supermodel Kate Moss - has con-
fessed she didn't see herself following in her older sibling's footsteps until
she was scouted at Kate's wedding to Jamie Hince back in 2011.  She said:

"It's quite funny actually. I never really wanted to be a model when I was
younger. It was something I didn't think I could do - until I was scouted at my
sister's wedding. I remember thinking, 'Yeah, that actually sounds fun.' "I was still
at school when the agency saw me, and I mostly just did test shoots for a while.
When I turned 16 they smoothed me into it and signed me up properly, and the
work increased gradually from there. We were careful not to let it interfere with
school, but I could do schoolwork while I was away." And Lottie - who is the
daughter of Linda Shepherd and Peter Edward Moss - insists her parents were
never strict when she was growing up.  She added to The Telegraph newspaper:
"My parents weren't strict at all.  Mum's method has always been, 'Do what you

want, but don't come crying to me when it goes wrong.' "So if I wanted a pierc-
ing or whatever, she told me she'd not be there when I was crying about it, and
that worked." Meanwhile, the blonde model previously admitted she finds it
"weird" getting her hair and make up done all at once.  She said: "It's really nice
to be pampered but it's quite weird when everything - hair, make-up, manicure
and pedicure - is being done at once.  It's your 10 minutes to relax before the
madness begins. Being on the red carpet is such an unusual and surreal experi-
ence.  I try to stay as calm as I can, but I do get awkward.  I don't know how
some celebrities stay so composed."

Lottie Moss 'never really
wanted' to be a model

Russell Wilson splashed out on lavish gifts for his
American football team.  The 28-year-old sportsman
- who is quarterback for the Seattle Seahawks - fol-

lowed tradition by purchasing two first-class tickets to any-
where in the world for his teammates as well as curved-
screen 4K Samsung TVs for his linemen. A source told the
New York Post's Page Six column: "Every player, all the
coaches, trainers, strength coach, equipment staff ...
Everyone in the Seahawks organisation. He has a lot to be
grateful for. He really is one of the most generous and
thoughtful guys on the planet. He even picks up dough-
nuts for the team at 5 a.m. on the way to practice." Russell
showed off the gifts on his Snapchat account as he
clutched a handful of Alaska Airlines tickets. Meanwhile,
Russell has had a great 2016. He tied the knot with 'Dance
Like We're Making Love' hitmaker Ciara and the couple are
also expecting their first child together. Ciara - who already
has two-year-old Future Zahir Wilburn with her ex-partner
Future - and Russell have already settled on a name for
their little bundle of joy. She shared recently: "I do know [if
it's a boy or a girl]. I'm not telling, not yet, but I'm very
excited. We've already done that [chosen a name] actually."
And Ciara has revealed Future "can't wait" to be a big
brother.  She added: "He rubs my belly and he says, 'Hi
baby. I love you, baby,' ...  and then he puts my shirt down
and says, 'Bye, bye baby.' So, that's his own thing. "He sees
a baby walking, smaller than him and walking-it doesn't
matter, it's a baby. So, he goes, 'baby' and he looks at me
and he goes, 'Mama, baby' - and he tries to pull my sweat-
shirt up."

Russell Wilson

buys gifts for

Seahawks teams

Drew Barrymore has bought her children a Christmas
tree each.  The 41-year-old actress - who has Olive,
four, and Frankie, two, with her ex-husband Will

Kopelman - has revealed she purchased the festive decora-
tions for her kids so they could "express themselves"
through it.  Asked about her Christmas plans by Women's
Wear Daily, she said: "A lot of plans. A massive Christmas,
I've already gotten the girls two trees - I said, 'Let's do two
short trees, instead of one tall tree,' and then they can each
decorate their own tree, and express themselves.  "There's
the Olive tree and the Frankie tree. That's what I did this
Christmas for my little girls - and they're little trees, but I
think it will be fun." The 'Miss You Already' star has had a
tough year after her divorce from Will and she admits she
has "cried a lot" in the last 12 months.  Reflecting on her
"unique" year on Instagram, she wrote: "#peopleilove
#sweatybetties ok this is my last post for this series. Every
Monday I work out with my girlfriends and, as female
writer Isaac Dennison said, 'There is nothing you can't cure
with saltwater. Sweat, tears and the ocean.' "May I say 2016
has been a most unique year. I have cried a lot this year.  I
have run to oceans. I have tried to pull it all back together
by moving my body until the egg cracks, and the sweat
pours out and releases something. I have always been a
person who is flawed. I forgive. I fight.  But I do not fight
with others. "I will spend my life trying to give love. And I
am always aware and appreciative when I receive it. My
heart is very open right now. Let us all be as good to each
other as we have ever been. 2017, here we come. And yes!
I will be arm and arm, with all the #peopleilove (sic)"

Drew Barrymore's
Christmas plans

Payne donates
Christmas presents

to children's hospital

Liam Payne has donated hundreds of
Christmas presents to a children's hospital.
The former One Direction star - who is

thought to be expecting his first child with Cheryl
Fernandez-Versini - made many children's
Christmas by sending presents and handwritten
cards to the patients at New Cross Hospital in his
hometown of Wolverhampton, England.  Royal
Wolverhampton NHS Trust's charity coordinator,
Leanne Bood said: "I got a call from someone who
works with Liam asking if it was okay for the gifts to
be delivered. Of course I was delighted to and we
set about arranging it. We just want to say a huge
thank you to Liam for this wonderful gesture and
also to everyone who has helped the Charity this
past year." And the trust are hoping Liam, 23, will
visit in the New Year so the children and the team
can thank him personally for the gifts.   A
spokesperson for the trust added: "He has not visit-
ed himself but I know the invitation for him is
going out in the new year. The nurses on the ward
estimate there are a few hundred presents. "They
don't know what they are yet because they're all
wrapped and they're keeping them for Christmas
Day, all they know is they are a range of gifts for
boys and girls aged 0 to 18." Meanwhile, Liam
recently revealed he is the "happiest" he has ever
been. When one fan asked in a Twitter Q & A if he
was content, he replied: "@xPositive_Girlx the hap-
piest i could be (sic)" And the 'Live While We're
Young' hitmaker is said to be working on his debut
solo album and he recently thrilled fans when a
screenshot did the rounds on Twitter, revealing he
has registered a new song called 'Myself'.

Celine Dion has reflected on her
rollercoaster year in a retro-
spective video. The 'My Heart

Will Go On' hitmaker - who tragically
lost her husband RenÈ AngÈlil in
January after a battle with throat
cancer - posted a four minute video
documenting her year, which has
seen her achieve a number of career
highlights including winning the
Billboard Icon Award and celebrating
her 1000th Las Vegas show. In a mes-
sage to fans at the end of the video,
she said: "My voice does not resonate
without you. You have made my
childhood dream come true. I hope I
have inspired you to reach out for
yours." The 48-year-old singer - who
has RenÈ-Charles, 15, and six-year-
old twins Nelson and Eddy, with her
late husband - will  spend this
Christmas skiing as it was a family
tradition to head to the slopes of
Montana every holiday.  She shared:
"He put some something magic into
that snow, into those mountains, and
every time we go down, I go down
with him. My children go down

thinking about him. Every time I take
the lift to go up, I feel closer to him.
"For me the trip is not to party. It's to
try and mediate, find balance and be
at peace with myself and my chil-
dren and to eat,  to play games,
whether it's Monopoly or the tele-
phone game." And Celine wishes
time could slow down as she is "not
ready" for the anniversary of RenÈ's
passing. She explained: "I  can' t
believe it's going to be a year that
my husband passed. I don't know
when Santa Claus is coming, but if I
had a wish to make this year, can you
just tell him to take his time? I'm not
ready!  "It's kind of a bittersweet
moment and at the same time we
need to really make the holidays
really happy. I feel thankful that he
doesn't suffer and he doesn't have to
worry because we got him. He got us
and the spirit of the holidays will get
us together again ... We're going to
ski again all together and he will be
there with us."

Dion reflects on roller coaster
year in a retrospective video

The 'Shake It Up' star - who has been romantically
linked to singer Charlie Puth following her split from
'Teen Wolf' star Tyler Posey - wants to find a person

who doesn't mind being in the spotlight.  She told the new
issue of Paper magazine: "They don't realize that social
media is such a big thing in my life. So when you're in a
relationship with someone who doesn't understand social
media, it's a really big challenge ... If you're not willing to
be down with that, I can't change that about me. "You
think I want paparazzi following my every move? You think
I want people trashing me on the Internet all the time, talk-
ing s**t about me? No!  But that is my life, and if you're dat-
ing me, you need to know that you have to take that on in
a sense, too." It comes after Bella took to social media
recently to insist she has been "single for two weeks" amid
claims she cheated on Tyler with Charlie.  She wrote: "Ty
and I have been broken up for like over two weeks and
charlie and I ARENT DATING we are friends. (sic)" Her denial
comes after Charlie took to his own Twitter account to say
he thought she was single when their rumored romance
reportedly took place He wrote: "I can't believe what I'm
reading. No one should have their heart messed with like
this, and I'm not going to be in the middle of it. I don't
know Tyler personally, but I know he shouldn't be treated
this way. She told me she was not with him anymore. This
is all news to me. I want nothing but peace for all, I'm just
removing myself from this. (sic)"

Bella Thorne wants a partner 
who 'understands' social media 

Kanye West won't

return to stage

until full recovery

Kanye West won't move ahead with his
European tour dates because of his ongoing
health concerns. The chart-topping rapper

received treatment for exhaustion and sleep depri-
vation in November and although he has since
been released, Kanye is not considered to be ready
to return to the stage for the scheduled appear-
ances on his Saint Pablo Tour. A source shared:
"Fitness - physical and mental - are essential to him
being able to be restored fully and cleared to work.
He has health issues that need to be resolved prior
to returning to work." There are fears that Kanye's
cancellation of his European tour could put a seri-
ous strain on his finances, but a source close to the
39-year-old star has insisted he will be fine, despite
the lost income.  The source explained to PEOPLE:
"He reinvests a lot of his earnings into his compa-
nies. A lot of what he does he finances himself.
"Money that comes in from touring, he uses to
finance his fashion stuff.  When he talked about
being $50 million in debt, that was prior to the mas-
sive Adidas deal that he did and this wildly success-
ful tour, and all the merch he was selling night after
night. He's had an incredible, massive year, finan-
cially." The insider explained, too, that Kanye's wife
Kim Kardashian West has also helped the rap star
with his financial dealings.  The 36-year-old reality
TV beauty - who has a three-year-old daughter
called North and a 12-month-old son called Saint
with Kanye - advises her husband on how he should
invest his money. The insider said: "Kim's always
advised him on his businesses. He's always talked
about her business acumen - how she's a great busi-
nesswoman and he's learned so much from her."-
Bang Showbiz
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By Yalda  Golsharifi

For the past few years, social media has been a huge
part of my life. It has brought my family and I so many
amazing opportunities and allowed me to meet so

many amazing people. It is truly been a great experience,
however, there is another side to it that not everybody
sees. 

Social media users, like myself, tend to present the best
possible image of themselves. We share the fun, exciting,
and positive things going on and share our most flattering
photos, basically creating the impression that life is perfect,
sharing one good time after another. However, this is not
always the case. I love showing the positive side of life and
promoting positivity on my social media accounts but this
doesn't mean that my life is positive all the time, which is
what some people assume. Everyone faces ups and downs,

which is totally normal. This is one thing that bothers me
about social media that people don't usually get to see.

Another issue related to this topic is a lot people think
that since our jobs are based on social media and we don't
work a 9-5, that we have it so easy and there's no work or
effort involved in anything we do, however this is totally
wrong. There is SO much time and effort involved in the
work I do and sometimes it gets too much to handle. It can
be frustrating when you get comments saying things like
"you don't do any work "or  "everything comes easy to you"
or you have an easy life" because that really isn't true. If
people could see what goes on behind the scenes I think
they'd appreciate the work we do a little more.  

Having no privacy is another challenging aspect of shar-
ing your life on social media. Don't get me wrong, I love
sharing my life and my family with my followers and sup-
porters, however these aren't the only people watching.

There are a lot of people watching just to criticize you and
invade your privacy, which is hard to deal with sometimes.
I try to find a balance with sharing my life and my family,
but also keeping some things private which I think is very
important. Living in the moment is something I really
treasure so when making memories with my family and
going through certain experiences, there needs to be a
time when the phones and cameras shut off and we can
enjoy these experiences privately as a family. Those are
some of the moments I treasure the most. 

With social media and the Internet in general, always
remember, what you see isn't always what you get. There's
a lot more that goes on that isn't exposed and I think it's
important for people to understand that before judging
and jumping to conclusions. 

The truth about social media

By Faten Omar

After an amazing live demonstration of the art of pas-
try and chocolate making "Pastry Live & Beyond
Chapter IV" by France and Middle East Co (FAME)

last month, Sophie Parou, CEO of FAME, shared with
Kuwait Times some secrets of FAME and its journey in
Kuwait over the years.

Kuwait Times: Tell us more about FAME.
Parou: FAME Co's motto is 'quality, tradition and rich-

ness.' Its mission is to bring the best possible quality of
chocolate, baked products, pastry, raw material and equip-
ment from Europe and offer them to Kuwait and the GCC.
Its objective is to promote maximum creativity and innova-
tion in the field of pastry, chocolate and baking. 

KT: Can you evaluate the success of Fame's latest
event?

Parou: Pastry Live and beyond Chapter IV was a com-
plete success and on a scale from 0 to 10, I would say we
achieved a good 9.

KT: As the CEO of FAME, what value did you add to
the company's achievement over the last five years?

Parou: A good management, with good team spirit and
performance towards clients. However, a manager also
keeps in touch with market changes in terms of taste and
demands. Accordingly, I believe my good understanding of
the market as well as my sourcing skills have definitely led
FAME to being one of the most dynamic food company in
the market today.

KT:  Tell us about the originality and specialty of
your products compared to what the competitors
offer?

Parou: Our products make a statement in themselves -
they are creative unlike the other items that are already in
the market. 

KT: Do you think the Kuwaiti community appreciates
your industry?

Parou: I believe a good company is not one that is fol-
lowed by consumers, but rather the one that follows the
consumer's needs and demands, and allows itself to
maneuver changes accordingly. 

KT: What will your future projects be about?
Parou: FAME is preparing for Pastry Live & Beyond

Chapter V next year, but my current wish is to introduce
Kuwait to the famous worldwide pastry/chocolate compe-
tition held in France. I do believe that Kuwait is ready for
such a challenge.

KT: Will the next event have new and creative ideas?
Parou: Chapter V will be bigger with even more specta-

cle than the previous chapters. However, we will only see
this in 2018.

A word with Sophie Parou, about

the art of pastry and chocolate making

A group photo shows Sophie Parou (second left) , CEO of FAME.

Photo shows Sophie Parou, CEO of FAME during an inter-
view with Kuwait Times. — Photos by Joseph Shagra

If a costume designer wanted to
recreate a World War I era wrap-
around dress, a 1940s zoot suit or

even a bodice from 1875, the sewing
patterns are in Rhode Island. The
University of Rhode Island has the
largest known collection of sewing pat-
terns in the world, according to the col-
lection's curator, Joy Spanabel Emery,
and the United States Institute for
Theatre Technology. About 50,000 are
on paper and 62,000 are in an electron-
ic database. They're at the university
because of Emery's love of patterns.
Emery donated her personal collection
of patterns and periodicals to the uni-
versity years ago and has painstakingly
sorted through the donations sent
there as word spread about the grow-
ing repository. Three more boxes full
just arrived to be added to the over-
flowing filing cabinets.

"This is much more than a hobby. It
really is a passion," said Emery, a profes-
sor emerita of theater at URI. "I'm learn-
ing things every day about pattern
companies and the different styles and I
enjoy creating something that's a lega-
cy." As a costume designer, Emery
began saving paper patterns in the
1980s because everyday clothes often
aren't preserved over time. Notable
pieces like military uniforms and wed-
ding dresses tend to be saved. And,
she worried electronic versions of the
patterns could be lost as technology
changed. The association for perform-
ing arts and entertainment profession-
als, USITT, honored Emery this year for
documenting the clothing of American
histor y.  The 80-year-old Emer y
received a distinguished achievement
award in costume design and technol-
ogy, the only one given this year in
that category.

Costume designers can replicate
period clothing and the public can
understand how middle-class
Americans dressed over time because
of Emery, said executive director David
Grindle. "The archive is unique to her,"
he said. "No one else has done this kind
of work." Emery finds the patterns from
the 1930s the most interesting because
they're elegant and inventive despite
the fact they were designed during the
Depression. She's also intrigued by the
WWI dress, the "Hoover apron." Women
wore it when Herbert Hoover promoted
food conservation by encouraging
Americans to grow vegetable gardens.
The oldest patterns in the collection are
from 1847, including a peignoir and a
baby cap. The database can be used to
trace the evolution of clothing and

reoccurrence of trends.
Emery was inspired to collect pat-

terns by her friend, Betty Williams, a
theatrical costume maker in New York
and pioneer in dressmaker pattern
research. When Williams died 20 years
ago, her 12,000 patterns, periodicals
and research papers were donated to
URI. The Butterick pattern company's
archives are also at the university.
Rhode Island has a strong history with
the textile industry, fashion and theater.
Emery wrote a history of the paper pat-
tern industry that was published in
2014. She gets inquiries from all over
the world from people doing clothing
research. "It's very rewarding," she said.
"I just love to see the collection growing
to a point where we have enough for it
to really be worthwhile for significant
research." — AP

Love of sewing patterns 
leads to world-class collection 

In this photo, Joy Spanabel
Emery, professor emerita

and curator of the University
of Rhode Island’s commer-

cial pattern archive, displays
a donated sewing pattern in

her office on campus in
South Kingstown, RI. — AP

Succulents are showing up everywhere in
the world of weddings, from bouquets and
boutonnieres to centerpieces and even

take-home favors. They're dainty yet hardy, and
come in a surprising array of colors and textures.
Best of all, they're eco-friendly and can be
replanted at home after your nuptials as a
reminder of the special day. "Succulents add a
modern look," saysViva Max Kaley, a New York-
based wedding planner. "Instead of pretty petals,
it's a cool geometric use of lines. My clients tend
to gravitate toward that aesthetic, so it's been a
really popular choice."

Robbin Watson, a 27-year-old living in Boston
who is getting married in Connecticut next July,
is using succulents to add a pop of dusty blue
and mint green to her cream-colored bridal and
bridesmaid bouquets. But while she loves their
aesthetic, succulents are more of a sentimental
choice for her. "I lived on the West Coast for a few
years with my fiancÈ, where succulents are very
prevalent. Not so much in the New England
region, where I live now," Watson says. "To bring a
little West Coast into my wedding ceremony, I
thought succulents would be a great way to
incorporate my memories of living in San Diego."

Bridal bouquets
Bouquets like Watson's are the most obvious

and popular way to use succulents in weddings.
Debra Prinzing, Seattle-based author and
founder of the eco-conscious floral directory site
SlowFlowers.com, says the trend has been popu-

lar among California brides for years but has real-
ly taken off thanks to social media sites like
Pinterest and Instagram. Demand for drought-
hardy succulents in the gardening world has also
made these once hard-to-find plants readily
available year-round across the US, and at a
cheaper price than more traditional wedding
flowers like roses and peonies.

Taylor Cassard, a 27-year-old nursing student
in Montana, used a variety of light green rosette-
shaped succulents from the Echeveria family in
her bouquet for a rustic yet modern look when

she got married at a guest ranch in Big Sky this
summer. "They were absolutely gorgeous and
mixed so nicely with the other flowers to create a
soft natural look," says Cassard, who planted
some of the succulents post-ceremony in metal
buckets used by her flower children.

Many wedding florists recommend sprinkling
succulents among traditional flowers rather than
creating an all-succulent bouquet, which can get
heavy and bulky-looking. The plants' vibrant
green and sometimes purple colors pair especial-
ly well with jewel tones, burgundy and apricot

shades. According to Prinzing, succulents are a
particularly nice complement to dahlias,
hydrangeas, lilies, orchids, roses and spring bulb
flowers.

Boutonnieres and centerpieces
Succulents can feel like a more "masculine"

floral accent and have become a popular choice
for boutonnieres as a result, says Anastasia
Stevenson, a wedding planner and founder of
the website How to DIY Wedding. They're sturdy
and can stand up to the rigors of being pinned to

a jacket that's tossed about all day. Succulents
make good corsages for the same reason.
Cassard used a mix of small, rosette-shaped suc-
culents and wild grasses for rustic-yet-elegant
boutonnieres, sprinkling the plants throughout
her reception area that night as table center-
pieces and cake accents. Rosette-shaped
Echeverias like those Cassard used work well as
centerpieces because they can grow up to a foot
in diameter, according to Prinzing.

Other uses
How about succulents as jewelry? Wiring and

flower glue are keys to this recent bridal trend,
which includes everything from rings and neck-
laces to bracelets and headpieces, says Prinzing.
Other couples have said their vows before a wall
of succulents or used them as eco-friendly wed-
ding favors - a parting gift that's "unlikely to be
tossed in the trash when the guests arrive home,"
says New York-based wedding-trends expert and
editor Anne Chertoff. And succulents aren't just
for people.

"I know of one creative designer who offers
floral dog collars for her wedding parties,"
Prinzing says. "Succulents are ideal for this situa-
tion because they withstand canine activities
that are probably more lively than a groom or
bride's movements during a ceremony."— AP

Succulents lend rustic, elegant chic to modern weddings



British pop star George Michael, who rose to fame
with the band Wham! and sold more than 100 mil-
lion albums in his career, has died aged 53, his publi-

cist said on Sunday. "It is with great sadness that we can
confirm our beloved son, brother and friend George
passed away peacefully at home over the Christmas peri-
od," the publicist said in a statement. Thames Valley Police
said the ambulance service had attended a property in
Goring in Oxfordshire, where the singer lived, at 1342 GMT
on Sunday and a 53-year-old man was confirmed dead at
the scene.

"At this stage the death is being treated as unexplained
but not suspicious. A post-mortem will be undertaken in
due course," the police said. Singer Elton John published a
picture of himself with Michael on his Instagram account. "I
am in deep shock. I have lost a beloved friend - the kindest,
most generous soul and a brilliant artist," the British star
wrote. Madonna posted a video of herself presenting
Michael with an award and wrote: "Farewell my Friend!
Another Great Artist leaves us." Michael was due to release
a documentary in 2017 after a period of living as a virtual
recluse in which he hit the headlines for a series of bizarre
incidents linked to drugs.

Earlier this month it was also announced that producer
and songwriter Naughty Boy, whose real name is Shahid
Khan, was working with Michael on a new album for next
year. Michael was best known for his 1980s hits "Last
Christmas", "Freedom", "Careless Whisper" and "Wake Me
Up Before You Go Go" but his career spanned more than
three decades. He won a string of awards including two
Grammies and three Brits. His last album "Symphonica"
(2014) rose to number one in the charts.

'Talented soul'
Many tributes to Michael referred to other music world

deaths in 2016, starting with David Bowie in January and
including Status Quo guitarist Rick Parfitt who died on
Saturday. "2016 - loss of another talented soul. All our love
and sympathy to George Michael's family," the band Duran
Duran, which were 1980s contemporaries of Wham!, said
on their official Twitter account. Referring to him by his
nickname "Yog" (Yours Only George), Wham! co-star
Andrew Ridgeley said he was "heartbroken" by Michael's
death. Canadian musician Bryan Adams tweeted: "I can't
believe it. Such an incredible singer and a lovely human
being, far too young to leave us."

Tributes poured in from outside the music world too.
Football presenter and former England captain Gary
Lineker tweeted: "No, not George Michael as well. Another
musical great leaves us this year. 2016 can just sod off."
"Star Trek" actor George Takei referred to some of Michael's
greatest hits in a tweet, writing: "Rest with the glittering
stars, George Michael. You've found your Freedom, your
Faith. It was your Last Christmas, and we shall miss you."

Drug charges, health scares
Michael was born Georgios Kyriacos Panayiotou to a

Greek Cypriot father and English mother in north London
in 1963. He met Ridgeley at high school and the pair went
on to form Wham! in 1981. With their good looks, perma-
tans, highlighted hair and hedonistic image, the duo cap-
tured the go-getting spirit of the age and fast became one
of Britain's biggest pop acts. In 1985, Wham! became the
first Western pop band to perform in China as the country
was slowly beginning to open up to the outside world
under reformist leader Deng Xiaoping.

Following years of speculation over his sexuality,
Michael came out as gay in 1998 after being arrested for
committing a lewd act in the public toilet of a Los
Angeles park. It was the first of several incidents that
were to overshadow his musical career in his later years.

He notched up police cautions for cannabis and crack
cocaine possession and in 2010 was sentenced to eight
weeks in jail after crashing his car into a London shop
while under the influence of cannabis and prescription
medication. In 2011, he spent several weeks in hospital in
Vienna after contracting pneumonia, later saying that he
had been close to death. There were fresh concerns in
2013 when he had to be airlifted to hospital after falling
out of his chauffeur-driven Range Rover as it travelled at
high speed on a motorway. — AFP

Wham!'s influence 

felt in China after 

landmark 1985 concert

George Michael's death brought back memo-
ries in China of the heady 1980s when Wham!
was the first major Western band to play after

the death of Mao Zedong. Chinese who had never
even heard of the band lined up for hours to buy
$1.75 tickets to the 1985 concert in Beijing. Inside the
12,000-strong stadium seated spectators watched in
bewilderment as Michael and  Andrew Ridgeley
danced in big-shouldered jackets with bleached and
feathered hair. 

The backing  dancers' strapless costumes and pol-
ka-dot miniskirts also stunned the audience in China
at a time when people still dressed in similar shades
of green and gray. The Wham! concert influenced
Chinese musicians, who had never seen electric gui-
tars played on stage and began to get interested in
rock 'n' roll. — AP
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In this July 21, 2008, file photo, musician George Michael
performs in concert at Madison Square Garden in New
York.

In this Monday, Jan 31, 1989 file photo, George Michael
accepts one of his three American Music Awards during
ceremonies in Los Angeles.

In this Monday, Oct 18, 1993, file photo, pop star George Michael, 30, outside the Royal
Courts of Justice in London at the start of his court action against Sony Music
Entertainment (UK) Ltd.

In this April 10, 1997, file photo, George Michael, left, and Stevie Wonder perform ‘Living
for the City’ at the ‘4th annual VH1 Honors’ in Universal City, Calif.

In this April 7, 1985 file photo, George Michael and
Andrew Ridgeley of the British group WHAM! per-
form during a concert in Peking, China.

In this Monday, Dec 1, 2008 file photo, George Michael
performs at the Zayed Sports City Stadium in Abu Dhabi,
United Arab Emirates, on the last stop of his 25 Live tour.

In this Sept 9, 2012 file photo, British singer George Michael performs at a concert to raise money for the AIDS charity
Sidaction, during the Symphonica tour at Palais Garnier Opera house in Paris, France. — AP/AFP photos

In this Saturday, July 2, 2005 file photo, British singer George Michael accompanied by other musicians and children
from Africa wave to the crowds goodbye at the finale the Live 8 concert in Hyde Park, London.

British pop star George Michael dies aged 53

In this July 13, 1985, file photo, from left, George Michael of Wham!, concert promoter Harvey Goldsmith, Bono of U2,
Paul McCartney, concert organizer Bob Geldof and Freddie Mercury of Queen join in the finale of the Live Aid famine
relief concert, at Wembley Stadium, London.
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Pop superstar George Michael con-
cealed his homosexuality, as well as
the trauma of his boyfriend's death,

for years but later became a gay rights
advocate and a major supporter of HIV
campaigns. Michael, who died Sunday at
53, only came out as a gay man in 1998 --
nearly two decades into his career-after
being caught in a police sting involving a
"lewd act" in a public bathroom in a park
in Beverly Hills, California. His sexuality
was by then an open secret in show busi-
ness but Michael said he did not go pub-
lic so as not to worry his mother because
of fears about the AIDS virus in the gay
community at the time.

"Understand how much I love my fam-
ily and that AIDS was a predominant fea-
ture of being gay in the 1980s and early
1990s as far as any parent was con-
cerned," he told BBC Radio in an interview
in 2007. "My mother was still alive and
every single day would have been a
nightmare for her thinking what I might
have been subjected to," explained
Michael. Initially confused about his sexu-
ality, Michael said he realised he was gay
by the end of the 1980s.

His 1987 hit "I Want Your Sex" was
banned from many radio stations for its
sexually charged video and lyrics, which
appeared to hint at homosexuality.
"There's things that you guess/ And
things that you know/ There's boys that
you can trust/ And girls that you don't,"
Michael sings. "There's little things you
hide." 

'Couldn't tell' 
At a concert in Rio de Janeiro in 1991,

he met Anselmo Feleppa, a Brazilian dress
designer who became his first love. "It's
very hard to be proud of your sexuality
when it hasn't given you any joy, but
once you have found somebody you real-
ly love it's not so tough," Michael told the
Huffington Post in an interview. Six
months into the relationship, they discov-
ered Feleppa was HIV-positive a devastat-
ing blow for Michael.  "I  couldn't go
through it with my family because I didn't
know how to share it with them-they did-
n't even know I was gay. I couldn't tell my
closest friends because Anselmo didn't

want me to," he said.
Feleppa died of an AIDS-related brain

haemorrhage in 1993. Whenever per-
forming the single "Jesus To A Child" from
the album "Older" (1996), Michael dedi-
cated it to Feleppa and the singer later
said the entire album was a tribute to his
late partner. "Heaven sent/ And Heaven
stole/ You smiled at me/ Like Jesus to a
child," Michael sings.  He said of the
album: "To many fans and the people that
were really listening, I felt like I was trying
to come out with them".

'Abuse, homophobic language'
Michael later told the BBC his arrest in

1998 may have been "a subconsciously
deliberate act" to out himself and said he
wished he had gone public sooner. "I
don't think I would have had the same
career-my ego might not have been satis-
fied in some areas-but I think I would
have been a happier man," he said.

Following a series of run-ins with the
law, Michael told one interviewer in 2011
that he blamed himself for "letting young
gay kids down" with his antics. "My
behavior meant these kids suffered abuse
and the homophobic language that is
legal in this country," he said. The same
year that he came out as gay, Michael
began his public activism by helping with
a documentary about six young people
affected by the HIV virus to coincide with
World Aids Day. As part of his philanthro-
py-much of it under the radar-he was also
a major supporter of the Terrence Higgins
Trust, a British HIV charity.

"His donations contributed to a vision
of a world where people living with HIV
live healthy lives free from prejudice and
discrimination," the charity said in a
Facebook post yesterday. The gay rights
group Stonewall said on Twitter: "You
inspired many and your music will live on
in the hearts of the community. You will
be sorely missed". — AFP

George Michael: From closeted

life to gay rights advocate

In this July 2, 2005, file photo, George Michael, left, and Paul McCartney, right, per-
form during the Live 8 concert in Hyde Park, London.

This file photo taken on May 11, 2011
shows British singer George Michael
attending a press conference at the Royal
Opera House, central London.

This file photo taken on August 12, 2012 shows British singer George Michael performing
during the closing ceremony of the 2012 London Olympic Games at the Olympic stadium
in London.

This file photo taken on September 6, 1997 shows pop
stars George Michael (left) and Elton John (right) leaving
Westminster Abbey following the funeral service of Diana,
Princess of Wales.

This file photo taken on December 23, 2011 shows British singer George
Michael talking about his recent illness outside his home in Hampstead in
London.

In this Wednesday, May, 11, 2011 file photo, George Michael poses for the cameras at an event to
announce his European Orchestral tour in London.

Madonna and Elton John
led tributes from around
the world for British pop

star George Michael, who died at
his  home near London on
Sunday aged 53. "Farewell my
Friend!  Another Great Ar t ist
leaves us.  Can 2016 F***k Off
NOW?" Madonna wrote in a post
on Instagram accompanied by a
video of her presenting Michael
with an award. Elton John also
published a picture of himself
with Michael,  saying: "I  am in
deep shock. I have lost a beloved
friend - the kindest, most gener-
ous soul and a brilliant artist".

Michael shot to fame with the
1980s band Wham! and sold over
100 million albums in his career,
winning two Grammies and three
Brit awards. Referring to him by
his nickname "Yog" (Yours Only
George), Wham! co-star Andrew
Ridgeley said he was "heartbro-
ken" by Michael's death. Many
reactions referred to the spate of
music world deaths in 2016, start-
ing with David Bowie in January.
Singers Prince and Leonard
Cohen also died this year and
Status Quo guitarist Rick Parfitt
passed away on Saturday in a
Spanish hospital.

"2016 - loss of another talent-
ed soul. All our love and sympa-
thy to George Michael's family,"
the band Duran Duran, who were
1980s contemporaries of Wham!,
said on their official Twitter
account. Spandau Ballet, a British
band which formed in the late
1970s, wrote: "We are incredibly
sad at the passing of our dear
friend George Michael. A brilliant
artist & great songwriter." Newer
pop stars also paid tribute to the
influential London-born artist,
who was planning to release a
new album and a documentary
next year.

"Oh God no. . .  I  love you
George... Rest in peace," wrote
pop star Robbie Williams, while
fellow singer Pixie Lott paid trib-
ute on Twitter to the "beautiful
and talented" Michael.  In the
United States,  Recording
Academy president Neil Portnow
said he was "deeply saddened"

by the loss. "During an influential
career that spanned nearly four
decades, George became one of
the most beloved pop craftsmen
and respected entertainers," said
Portnow, whose organization
awards the Grammies. "From the
enormous success he achieved
with pop duo Wham! to his influ-
ential solo career, his extraordi-
nar y talent had a profound
impact on countless entertainers
worldwide, and his creative con-
tributions will live on forever," he
said.

Canadian musician Bryan
Adams tweeted: "I can't believe it.
Such an incredible singer and a
lovely human being, far too
young to leave us." US singer La
Toya Jackson wrote: "You have
given the world an amazing gift!
What a talent! What a loss!".

'Your music will live on'
Tributes came in from outside

the music world too. Football pre-
senter and former England cap-
tain Gary Lineker tweeted: "No,
not George Michael as well.
Another musical great leaves us
this year. 2016 can just sod off."
"Star Trek" actor George Takei
referred to some of Michael's
greatest hits in a tweet, writing:
"Rest with the glittering stars,
George Michael. You've found
your Freedom, your Faith. It was
your Last Christmas, and we shall
miss you." London Mayor Sadiq
Khan said Michael "brought joy to
millions of us" and British opposi-
tion Labour Party leader Jeremy
Corbyn hailed Michael as a
"strong supporter" of gay and
workers' rights.

Following years of speculation
about his sexuality, Michael came
out as gay in 1998 after being
arrested for committing a lewd
act in the public toilet of a Los
Angeles park. The gay rights char-
ity Stonewall said: "You inspired
many and your music will live on
in the hearts of the community.
You will be sorely missed." — AFP

Madonna, Elton John lead
tributes for George Michael

Messages and candles are seen among floral tributes outside the
north London home of British singer George Michael yesterday,
after news of the singer's death broke.  

This file photo taken on August 24, 2010 shows British singer George Michael (center),
leaving after appearing at Highbury Corner Magistrates Court in London.

In this Friday, Dec 23, 2011 file photo, British singer George Michael
leaves his house in north London, after recovering from a life-threatening
bout with pneumonia that kept him in a Vienna hospital for a month.

People arrive with bunches of flowers to lay in tribute outside the north London home of
British singer George Michael after news of the singer's death broke.

In this July 13, 1985, Britain's Princess Diana meets singers Elton John,
center, and George Michael, right, on her arrival at Wembley Stadium in
London for the Live Aid famine relief concert for Africa.
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This file photo taken on June 09, 2007 shows British pop singer George Michael performing during his 25 Live concert at the Wembley Stadium in London. George Michael died aged 53, according to his publicist on
December 25, 2016. — AFP 

British pop star George 
Michael dies aged 53

Farewell George Michael

Luxury Swiss watch brand Hublot has
undertaken yet another great project, its
second Middle East and Africa advertis-

ing campaign, featuring friend of the brand
Ragheb Alama. Following its usual "first, differ-
ent and unique" motto, Hublot connected East
to West by shooting in Budapest-Hungary, the
campaign which was fully conceptualized and
developed by a Middle East team.

Arab superstar and singing-sensation
Ragheb Alama took the spotlight in the new
campaign, embodying the elegant and refined
Hublot man with a young spirit. In an elabo-
rate production embodying the brand's Art of
Fusion concept, the campaign brings past to
future with the world acclaimed artist who has
been in the Arabic pop music scene for more
than 3 decades, always connecting genera-
tions through his style, music and vibrant per-
sonality. Ragheb personifies the Hublot man
who travels the world enjoying a particular
lifestyle, but who also shines in everyday situa-
tions be it a casual walk out by the water or a
busy day at work. 

"Working with Ragheb Alama was a great
experience as he has high standards and is a
professional at everything he does. Having
shot many video clips, he brought along an
artistic sense and creative insights to the
shoot," asserts Marco Tedeschi, Hublot
Regional Director Middle East & Africa. Well
before his collaboration with Hublot, Ragheb
was a big fan of the watchmaker and owned
several Hublot watches. To him, this associa-
tion is built on a family bond as well as mutual
love and respect.

A well-seasoned musician having been in
various clips, Friend of the Brand Ragheb
Alama admits: "Every photo shoot involves
fatigue, focus and skill; but when backed by a
passion for success, coupled with conveying
the right image to the audience, no task is too
daunting."

The campaign boasts two looks based on

different facets of a man's life, and was shot in
different ambiances and distinctive lighting,
creating a special mood for each look. Casually
admiring a breathtaking twilight sinking
behind a warmly-lit bridge by a vast lake; and
elegantly descending the majestic steps of a
lavish opera house. "The shot by the bridge at
sundown was quite amazing because natural
light was exceptional that day and allowed an
emotional feel to radiate through all the ele-
ments in the image," says Marco Tedeschi.

With a big smile, Ragheb Alama confirms:
"The looks fit my own style perfectly, as I feel at
ease both in a tuxedo and in a casual chic out-
fit." Adding: "We should cherish every moment
in life and live it with love, dedication, hard
work, peace and happiness." There is nothing
the Hublot man cannot do on time with total
style and elegance. For that is what the Art of
Fusion is all about.

Hublot Dazzles with its second 

Middle East & Africa Campaign featuring

friend of the brand Ragheb Alama

An Indian diamond trader has thrown
a mass wedding for more than 200
fatherless brides and given each of

them gifts worth thousands of dollars, to
help poor women start a new life.  Mahesh
Savani performed the Hindu wedding ritual
of 'Kanyadaan'-the practice of giving away
one's daughter in marriage-for 236 father-
less brides from poor families at a mega-
wedding event in the western state of
Gujarat at Christmas.  Savani, who believes
that giving away brides is a blessing from
God, has been organizing similar mass
weddings every year since 2012.  "With

Sunday's mass wedding, I have become (a)
proud father to have per formed
'kanyadaan' of over 700 girls," he told AFP.

Hundreds of brides in colorful ethnic
attire and ornate jewelry performed their
wedding rituals in front of thousands of
guests in the city of Surat, a hub for the dia-
mond polishing industry. The tycoon also
gave gifts of gold and household items,
including sofas and beds, worth 500,000
rupees ($7,400) to each of the brides to
help them start married life.   Two of the
grooms at the mass wedding were his own
sons. "This year my two sons also got mar-

ried during the mass wedding event. So, in
all there were 238 marriages," said Savani. 

Savani said he began his charitable
campaign in 2008 when one of his own
employees died just  days before his
daughter's wedding. It is not known how
much the giant ceremony cost. Indian
weddings are famous for their lavish scale
with multi-course feasts, decorated hors-
es, brass bands and huge tents to enter-
tain hundreds or  even thousands of
guests. — AFP

Indian tycoon throws mass
wedding for fatherless brides

Participants pose for a photo at the mass wedding of 236 fatherless girls organized by the PP Savani Group in Surat, on Sunday. — AFP photos

Hundreds of brides in colorful ethnic attire and ornate jewelry performed their wed-
ding rituals in front of thousands of guests in the city of Surat.

A Christian bride to be, Daxa, is helped by her friend
at a mass wedding of 236 fatherless girls organized by
the PP Savani Group.
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