
KUWAIT/RIYADH: A Kuwaiti court yester-
day sentenced a Filipino woman to 10
years in jail after convicting her of joining
the Islamic State militant group and plot-
ting attacks. The ruling, which is not final,
also calls for deporting the 32-year old
after serving her term. The woman was
arrested in August, two months after
arriving in the state to work as a domes-
tic helper. At the time, the interior min-
istry said she had confessed to being a
member of the Islamic State group and
was plotting terrorist attacks in the state.

The woman told interrogators that
her husband was an active fighter with
IS in Libya and he had asked her to come
to Kuwait from the Philippines as a
domestic helper, according to the min-
istry.  An IS-affiliated group in the
Philippines has conducted a string of
bombings as well as kidnappings for
ransom of foreign tourists and Christian
missionaries in the country. 

Kuwaiti courts have sentenced to vari-
ous jail terms a number of members,
sympathizers and financiers of the IS
group. In October, Kuwait police arrested
an Egyptian driver suspected of being a
member of the IS, after he rammed a
garbage truck into a pick-up carrying five

Americans. Authorities in July said they
had dismantled three IS cells plotting
attacks, including a suicide bombing
against a Shiite mosque and against an
interior ministry target. An IS-linked sui-
cide bomber killed 26 worshippers in
June last year when he blew himself up
in a Shiite mosque, in the worst such
attack in the state’s history. 

Separately, more than 2,000 Saudis
are fighting abroad with jihadist groups,
with over 70 percent of them in Syria, the
kingdom’s interior ministry was reported
as saying yesterday.
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CSC sets Jan 1 as 
New Year holiday

KUWAIT: The Civil Service Commission (CSC) announced
yesterday that Sunday, Jan 1 will be a public holiday to mark
the start of the new year, citing a Cabinet decree. Normal
operations for all state bodies and agencies will resume the
following day (Monday, Jan 2), it said in a press statement. 

Jail, fine for parking 
in spaces for disabled 

KUWAIT: The traffic department will start implemen-
tation of article 63 of law 8/2010 related to the rights
of the disabled, which says “any person who uses
parking spaces designated for the disabled will be
jailed for a maximum of one month and fined KD 100
or either of the two penalties, and in case of repeated
offences, the court can order suspension of the driv-
ing license for a month.” A statement by the interior
ministry’s security information department said
enforcement of the law will start on Jan 1, 2017. The
statement said violators must appear at the investi-
gations department, which will send them to the
concerned court to receive the suitable punishment.

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: Opposition lawmaker Ali Al-Deqbasi yesterday
submitted a draft law calling for a fundamental change
to the existing electoral constituencies, which would
have an important impact on the results of elections if
accepted. Deqbasi proposed that electoral districts be
based on the six existing governorates in the country,
with four of the governorates electing 10 MPs each and
the remaining two electing just five lawmakers each to
make up the 50 members of the National Assembly.

According to the bill, residential areas in the Capital
governorate will make up the first constituency, which
will elect 10 MPs. Each eligible voter will be allowed to
select a maximum of four candidates. Hawally,
Farwaniya and Ahmadi governorates will make the sec-
ond, third and fourth constituencies respectively, and
each of them will elect 10 lawmakers. Also, each voter in
these districts can select a maximum of four candidates.
The last two districts will be that of Mubarak Al-Kabeer
and Jahra governorates, with each electing five MPs and
every voter allowed to select up to two candidates.

Changing electoral constituencies or the voting sys-
tem can be done through a law, but the number of MPs
in the Assembly can only be altered only through an
amendment of the constitution, which is a very compli-
cated process. The Kuwaiti constitution has never been
amended since it was issued in 1962.

Changing the electoral law, particularly the voting
system, was one of the top priority issues during the
election campaign last month, especially by opposition
candidates. Most opposition groups had boycotted the
Dec 2012 and July 2013 parliamentary elections to
protest the government’s unilateral change of the vot-
ing system. 

Continued on Page 13

KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah (second right), HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah (second left),
National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem (right) and HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah (left) attend a luncheon banquet
hosted by HH the Amir yesterday. — Amiri Diwan (See Page 2)

Filipina jailed for joining IS

Over 2,000 Saudis fighting abroad

PARIS: This file photo taken on Sept 9, 2012 shows British singer George Michael perform-
ing onstage during a charity gala for the benefit of Sidaction at the Opera Garnier. — AFP 

LONDON: Tributes came from around
the music world and tearful fans yester-
day after British pop superstar George
Michael, who rose to fame with a string
of smash hits including “Last Christmas”,
died aged 53. Michael died of apparent
heart failure on Christmas Day at his
home in Goring, a village on the River
Thames in Oxfordshire, west of London,
after an award-winning career spanning
more than three decades.

Big names in entertainment like Elton
John and Madonna hailed Michael’s tal-

ent and human qualities, while former
Wham! bandmate Andrew Ridgeley said
he was “heartbroken at the loss of my
beloved friend”. Michael was best known
for 1980s and 1990s hits like “Freedom”,
“Careless Whisper”, “Faith”, “I Want Your
Sex” and “Wake Me Up Before You Go Go”.
He won a string of awards including two
Grammys and three Brits, but run-ins
with the law over drugs and a series of
bizarre incidents and health scares in his
final years often overshadowed his
music. — (See Pages 38 & 39)

‘Last Christmas’: Tributes 

flow for George Michael 

MUSCAT: Seven women were elected to Oman municipal coun-
cils, according to vote results released yesterday by the interior
ministry, a day after the Gulf sultanate held its second ever local
election. Voters across the country went to the polls on Sunday to
choose 202 councilors from among 731 candidates for 11 munici-
palities, including the capital Muscat. There were 23 women candi-
dates, and seven won seats on local councils - three more than in
the previous election.

In 1994, Oman became the first Gulf monarchy to give the vote
to women and in 2011, Sultan Qaboos decreed that elections be
held for municipal councils. Oman has made tentative steps in
recent years towards reform, although political parties remain
banned. Councilors, who serve for four years, have limited powers
as authorities designate the chairmen and deputy chairmen for
the municipalities, and not from those elected.

The interior ministry said that 39.85 percent of the 623,224 reg-
istered voters cast their ballots in the election. Oman has a popula-
tion of 4.5 million, 46 percent of whom are foreigners. At the
national level, Oman has a consultative council with limited pow-
ers, the 85-member Majlis Al-Shura. In 2011, Sultan Qaboos slight-
ly expanded the powers of the Majlis Al-Shura after unprecedent-
ed social unrest when the normally quiet nation became caught
up in protests which swept across the Arab world. — AFP 

AL-SUWAYQ, Oman : An Omani woman casts her bal-
lot for the municipal elections at a polling station in
northeastern Oman on Sunday. — AFP 

Women win Oman 

municipality seats
BREST, France: Frenchman Thomas Coville was given a
hero’s welcome on his return to the French port of Brest
yesterday after slashing the record for a solo non-stop cir-
cumnavigation of the world. Coville broke the record on
Sunday, completing his journey in 49 days, three hours,
seven minutes and 38 seconds on his trimaran Sodebo
Ultim. “I am very happy to have achieved this dream,” said
a tearful Coville, who had tried and failed on four previous
occasions to beat the round-the-world record.

The 48-year-old Breton sailor reached the finish line
off France’s Atlantic coast at 1557 GMT on Christmas
Day and spent a final night on his giant trimaran
“unwinding”. “The biggest dreams don’t come true at
the first time of asking,” he added as he was greeted by
thousands of fans on a sunny day in the Brittany city.
Coville, whose wife and children joined him on board
for the triumphal return to land yesterday morning,
shaved an incredible eight days off the previous record
set by Francis Joyon, of 57 days and 13 hours.

“Physically, I couldn’t go any further. Several times I was
within a whisker of not doing it. What I’ll take from this
isn’t the 49 days, it’s the journey I’ve travelled to achieve it,
to have tried, to have dared and not to have given up. 
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BREST, France: French skipper Thomas Coville
holds a burning flare onboard his “Sodebo Ultim”
trimaran as he arrives in this port in western
France yesterday after beating the record in solo
non-stop round-the-world sailing.  — AFP 

Hero’s welcome 

for French sailor 


