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BIDI BIDI CAMP, Uganda: “I don’t want to
go back,” James Issac declared, just minutes
after becoming a refugee. “I don’t want to
die.” For two days, the slender 30-year-old
from South Sudan’s Equatoria region navi-
gated his way out of civil war, riding a
motorcycle along dirt roads and avoiding
government soldiers who, according to
accounts by refugees to The Associated
Press, have taken aim at civilians. In his last
steps on South Sudanese soil, Issac passed a
group of rag-tag rebel soldiers and crossed
a rickety bridge into Uganda, and safety.

“I am happy,” he said, as Ugandan sol-
diers searched his belongings for contra-
band. “There (are) no problems here.” He is
one of 440,000 refugees who have fled
South Sudan’s spiral ing confl ict  into
Uganda this year alone, creating some of
the world’s largest refugee camps in just six
months’ t ime. More than one mil l ion
refugees have fled South Sudan, spilling
across borders in East Africa as the interna-
tional community warns that the conflict
and its ethnic violence could destabilize
the region. Since fighting erupted in South
Sudan’s capital, Juba, in July and left a
peace agreement in tatters, the world’s

youngest country has experienced ethnic
cleansing and teeters on the brink of geno-
cide, according to the United Nations.
Those fleeing have turned Uganda’s north-
west from an empty bushland into a
sprawling complex of refugee settlements.
The largest, Bidi Bidi, is a pop-up city that
holds roughly 260,000 people weary of
war. Last week the UN announced the Bidi
Bidi camp had stopped taking new arrivals
because it was full, and it directed South
Sudanese to nearby locations.

The refugees “were in critical condition.
Bullets remaining in their legs. Others had
come with parts amputated. Others were
severely bleeding,” recalled Rufaaaya
Asiyati, a nutrition specialist working at the
border crossing for the Ugandan govern-
ment. Roughly 20 percent of those under 5
years old are severely malnourished, she
said. Most of the refugees are women and
children. When the refugees arrive in set-
tlements set up by the UN, some like 18-
year-old Harriet Guo are alone and must
fend for themselves. The refugees are given
supplies to build shelters and must set
them up themselves. Like others in the
camp, Guo tells stories of brutal violence

that forced her to flee South Sudan. “There
is war there, and here there is peace,” she
said. Many of the refugees come from Yei,
where the AP visited in November and
heard stories of government soldiers

killing, raping and arresting civilians based
on their ethnicity. 

Some civilians also said that rebel sol-
diers would take money or phones from
people fleeing to Uganda. “There are so

many people who are shot dead by
unknown gunmen, and when you are
arrested by armed personnel your where-
abouts cannot be found,” said Taban
Jackson, a community leader in the Bidi Bidi
camp and a former municipal official in Yei.

Unlike other counties in the region,
Uganda has embraced the refugees,
according to Charlie Yaxley, a spokesman
for the UN refugee agency.  “Many
Ugandans themselves have previously
been refugees, and you typically hear
expressions of solidarity from the Ugandan
people,” Yaxley said. Maliki Drakuma is one
of them. The town clerk of the local Yumbe
government and the owner of a mobile
phone store near the refugee settlements,
he said the sudden influx of South
Sudanese has brought economic develop-
ment to the barren region.

He acknowledged that some services
have been stressed by the sudden flow of
refugees, and police now carry out more
patrols. But Drakuma compared the nearby
border to a “two-way street” because he
and many other Ugandans had been
refugees themselves. “We would love the
refugees to stay for longer,” he said. — AP 

South Sudanese create booming camps in Uganda

BIDI BIDI, Uganda: In this Dec 10, 2016 photo, a group of children and adults
gather around a bore-hole in the Bidi bidi refugee settlement. — AP 

NEW YORK: If President-elect Donald Trump wanted
to show he planned to obliterate President Barack
Obama’s approach to Israel, he may have found his
man to deliver that message in David Friedman, his
pick for US ambassador. The bankruptcy lawyer and
son of an Orthodox rabbi is everything Obama is not:
A fervent supporter of Israeli settlements, opponent
of Palestinian statehood and unrelenting defender of
Israel’s government. So far to the right is Friedman
that even many Israel supporters worry he could push
Israel’s hawkish Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
to be more extreme, scuttling prospects for peace
with Palestinians in the process.

The heated debate over Friedman’s selection is
playing out just as fresh tensions erupt between the
US and Israel, punctuated last Friday by the Obama
administration’s stunning move to allow a UN
Security Council resolution to pass condemning
Israeli settlements as illegal. The move to abstain,
rather than veto, defied years of US tradition of
shielding Israel from such resolutions, and elicited
angry condemnation from Israel, lawmakers of both
parties, and especially Trump. “Things will be differ-
ent after Jan. 20th,” when he’s sworn in, Trump
vowed on Twitter.

Friedman, certainly, is different. Presidents of
both parties have long called for a two-state solu-
tion that envisions eventual Palestinian statehood,
and Netanyahu says he agrees. Friedman does not.
He’s called the two-state solution a mere “narrative”
that must end. Under Obama, the US has worked
closely with J Street, an Israel advocacy group
sharply critical of Netanyahu. Not Friedman. He
accuses Obama of “blatant anti-Semitism” and calls
J Street “worse than kapos”, a reference to Jews
who helped the Nazis imprison fellow Jews during
the Holocaust. 

For decades the US has opposed Israeli settle-
ment-building in lands it seized in the 1967
Mideast War. Friedman runs a nonprofit that raises
millions of dollars for Beit El, a settlement of reli-
gious nationalists near Ramallah. Beit El runs a
right-wing news oulet and a yeshiva whose dean
has provocatively urged Israeli soldiers to refuse
orders to uproot settlers from their homes.

Balkanization 
So it’s unsurprising that Friedman’s nomination

has already sharpened the borders of a growing
balkanization of American Jews, between those
who want the US to push Israel toward peace and
those who believe Obama’s approach abandoned

America’s closest Mideast ally. It’s a debate playing
out even at Temple Hillel, near the Long Island-
Queens border, where Friedman’s father was rabbi
for almost half a century. “Clearly, David’s opinions
do not appeal to everybody in the synagogue, and
they appeal to others in the synagogue,” said Ken
Fink, the synagogue’s president and longtime con-
gregant. “But there’s a huge amount of pride for
the hometown boy.”

Thirty-two years before Trump’s election,
President Ronald Reagan donned a yarmulke and
noshed on chicken cutlets and noodle pudding at
Rabbi Morris Friedman’s home, after a speech at
Temple Hillel affirming the separation between
church and state. Coming just two weeks before
Reagan’s re-election, the attempt to woo Jewish
voters struck some as opportunistic, and they
protested on the streets of the heavily Jewish town
of North Woodmere.

Seated at the Sabbath table with Reagan was
David Melech Friedman - his middle name means
“king” in Hebrew. The rabbi’s son went on to
become Trump’s bankruptcy lawyer, a vocal advo-
cate for far-right policies on Israel, and now,
Trump’s choice for ambassador, despite having no
diplomatic experience. In announcing his pick,
Trump pointed out that Friedman’s bar mitzvah 45
years ago was at the Western Wall in Jerusalem,
where Friedman now owns a home. Though his
father was an Orthodox rabbi, the synagogue

belongs to the more moderate Conservative
denomination, making the Friedmans more obser-
vant than many of the congregants.

Cindy Grosz, who said she’d known Friedman for
nearly 50 years, recalled big parties with boisterous
debates about Jewish issues held in his family’s
sukkah, the outdoor hut Jews build during the har-
vest festival Sukkot. “He still has the same best friends
he’s had for over 30 years. That hasn’t changed,” Grosz
said. At his midtown Manhattan law firm, Friedman
opens up his offices to those in mourning who need a
minyan - a quorum of 10 men in Orthodox Judaism -
to say the Mourner’s Kaddish, a prayer observant
Jews say daily for one year after a parent’s death.

And it was a parent’s death, in a way, that brought
Friedman and Trump closer together. Over the years,
Friedman has told friends the story of how the billion-
aire real estate mogul defied an oppressive snow-
storm that had kept others away to “sit shiva” for
Friedman’s father during the Jewish mourning period.
Educated at Columbia University and NYU School of
Law, Friedman developed a reputation as an aggres-
sive, high-stakes bankruptcy attorney, representing
Trump when his Atlantic City casinos went through
bankruptcy.

In the courtroom, he’s known as a formidable
opponent, said attorney Tariq Mundiya, Friedman’s
adversary in several cases. He said he’d been aware
of Friedman’s advocacy on Israel but added, “When
you’re in the fog of war with David, the last thing
you’re talking about is the Middle East.” If con-
firmed, Friedman is expected to be the face of
Trump’s dramatic shift in posture. While Obama’s
relationship with Netanyahu was famously fraught,
Friedman has said Trump will take his cues from
Israel’s wishes.

Both Friedman and Trump are particularly
focused on moving the US Embassy from Tel Aviv
to Jerusalem, breaking with decades of US reluc-
tance to acknowledge Jerusalem as Israel’s capital
in light of Palestinians’ claim to east Jerusalem.
Enraged by Trump’s pick, left-leaning groups and
Palestinian officials have suggested his confirma-
tion could spell the end of any serious discussions
about peace. Friedman and Trump’s transition team
didn’t respond to requests for comment.
Netanyahu has stayed publicly quiet about Trump’s
pick. But individuals close to the prime minister
said he was pleased with the appointment because
he knows Friedman has a direct line to Trump. The
individuals weren’t authorized to comment by
name and requested anonymity. — AP 

Trump’s pick for envoy to 

Israel has all sides on edge

Friedman a fervent supporter of settlements

David Friedman, US President-elect Donald
Trump’s choice for ambassador to Israel. — AP 

BERLIN: Demonstrators wait for the launch of the Civil March for Aleppo at the air
field of the former Tempelhof airport yesterday. — AP 

BEIRUT: Russia’s Defense Ministry said yes-
terday that its troops had found mass
graves in Syria’s Aleppo with bodies show-
ing signs of torture and mutilation. Dozens
of bodies have been uncovered, according
to Ministry spokesman Maj Gen Igor
Konashenkov. He said some bore gunshot
wounds. While the Syrian war is now largely
fought with mortars, tanks, and air power,
death has come at close quarters as well.
Human rights observers and the media
have recorded numerous examples of mas-
sacres and organized torture, perpetrated
by the government, opposition, and the
Islamic State group.

The Russian Air Force has helped Syrian
President Bashar Al-Assad and its allies to
capture Aleppo, Syria’s largest city, after
weeks of a siege. Russia has since dis-
patched military police to the city.
Konashenkov also accused rebels, who
controlled eastern Aleppo before they were
pushed out earlier this month, of laying
multiple booby traps and mines across
town, endangering the civilian population.

The Britain-based Syrian Observatory for
Human Rights, which gathers information
on the conflict through local contacts, said
on Sunday that at least 63 Syrian soldiers
and militiamen had been killed by such

booby traps in east Aleppo since the gov-
ernment took control of it from rebels last
Thursday. The Observatory said the victims
were a mix of demining personnel and sol-
diers or militiamen looting the districts.

As Russian and Syrian forces secured
and consolidated eastern Aleppo, Syrian
president Bashar Assad was showing signs
of increasing confidence in his position. On
Sunday, Assad visited a Christian orphan-
age near the capital Damascus to mark
Christmas. Photographs posted on the
Syrian presidency’s Facebook page showed
Assad along with his wife, Asma, standing
with nuns and orphans in the Damascus
suburb of Sednaya.

In the northern city of Aleppo, Christians
celebrated Christmas for the first time in
four years with the country’s largest city
now under full control of government
forces. The rebel withdrawal from east
Aleppo last week marked Assad’s biggest
victory since Syria’s crisis began in 2011.
Christians, one of the largest religious
minorities at about 10 percent of Syria’s
pre-war 23 million-strong population, have
tried to stay on the sidelines of the conflict.
However, the opposition’s increasingly out-
spoken Islamism has kept many leaning
toward Assad’s government. — AP 
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Jazeera: Producer held 

on ‘fabricated charges’

DOHA: In this file photo, a Qatari employee of Al Jazeera Arabic language TV news
channel walks past the logo of Al Jazeera. — AP 

DUBAI: Qatar-based satellite news channel Al-
Jazeera accused Egypt yesterday of detaining
one of its producers on “fabricated charges,” its
latest newsroom employee to be entangled in
their bitter dispute. The broadcaster issued a
statement describing the allegations levied by
Egypt’s Interior Ministry against Mahmoud
Hussein as containing “an alarming number of
false facts and allegations”.

Egypt said Sunday it detained Hussein at a
home in Cairo. It said he was instructed by his
Doha-based employer to publish “false
rumors” about the country. 

Al-Jazeera said Hussein didn’t work as a
“correspondent supervisor as alleged”, but as
a producer for its Arabic-language channel.
“Mahmoud went to Egypt to visit his family
during his vacation with full confidence in
himself, his profession and his integrity,” the
broadcaster said. It’s unclear if Hussein has a
lawyer. Egyptian officials have said he’ll be
held for 15 days pending an investigation.
This is the latest arrest by Egypt targeting the
state-funded broadcaster, whose coverage in

the years after the country’s 2011 Arab Spring
revolution and 2013 military overthrow of
elected President Mohamed Morsi has drawn
intense government criticism.

Three Al-Jazeera English employees were
convicted and imprisoned in June 2014 over
allegations of collaborating with the now-
banned Muslim Brotherhood, a case that
drew international condemnation. Qatar’s
conservative rulers had strong ties to the
Brotherhood, of which Morsi belonged.

One of the journalists, Australian Peter
Greste, was deported from Egypt in Feb 2015.
The other two, Canadian-Egyptian
Mohammed Fahmy and Egyptian Baher
Mohammed, received presidential pardons in
September 2015. Al-Jazeera Arabic reporter
Abdullah Elshamy, who also was held for 10
months without charge, was later released
after a hunger strike. Meanwhile, two sepa-
rate Al-Jazeera employees were sentenced to
death in absentia this June for passing secret
state documents to Qatar, renewing tensions
between the two nations. — AP 

MOGADISHU: Somalia has decided to delay its
presidential election for a fourth time amid alle-
gations of fraud and intimidation, an electoral
official said yesterday. The vote had been set for
Wednesday, but the official said it likely will be
Jan. 24 instead, though leaders were discussing
the specific timing. The official spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity because he was not author-
ized to speak to the media. This Horn of Africa
nation is riven by clan rivalries and threatened
by Al-Shabab Islamic extremists opposed to
Western-style democracy.

Somalia tomorrow is expected to swear in

parliament members, who are elected by some
14,000 delegates selected by their clans.
Parliament members elect the country’s presi-
dent, who is not chosen directly by popular vote.
The electoral official said the new parliament
was likely to elect a speaker on Jan 4. Opposition
leaders have expressed concern over the
months-long delay, saying the process is marred
by fraud in favor of the current administration’s
hand-picked members. Somali officials were not
immediately available for comment.

“We are deeply concerned about the delay of
the elections for the fourth time,” said Jabril

Abdulle, a presidential candidate. “Failure to
hold elections in a timely manner will certainly
generate new instability that radical groups may
take advantage of.” He also said the electoral
process lacks oversight. 

Somalia has been trying to rebuild after
recently establishing its first functioning central
government since 1991, when warlords over-
threw a longtime dictator and plunged the
impoverished nation into chaos. The election
delays have worried some in the international
community, which had expressed interest in
having the votes carried out this year. — AP 

Somalia delays election again

A Palestinian shepherd poses for a picture yesterday as he stands by his donkey near the Israeli settlement of Argaman in the Jordan Valley, a
strip of West Bank land along the border with Jordan. — AP  


